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ing interests like ours than the

* Be thon as chasie as ice and ac pure a3
mow thow shalt mot eunpc caluminy."

ANSWER OF THE

AMERICAN BOOK (0.
TO ITS DEFAMERS.

A STATEMENT OF FACTS BY THE
AMERICAN ROOK COMPANY
TO THE PEOPLE OF
OREGON.

| economy that a company was at first

A public attack upon the methods, mo-
tives, and business interests of the Amer-
can Book Company, by a small sub-
committee of the “Committee of One
Hundred,"” of Portland, Oregon, has re-
cently been published in the “Oregon-
ian," m newspaper of that city,

The “report” embodying this attick is
made up of a mass of misinformation,
nosupported charges, bascless rumors,
and unjustifiable suspicions,

Upon this ex-parie showing, with no [
solidd busis of fact or proof whatever,
upon mere assertions and insinuations,
our character and our business are as.
sailed,  Under such circumstances it is
hut just to ourselves, and to our many
friends and patrons in Oregon and on
the Pacific Coust, to make a full and ex-
plicit ansawer to these slanderous mis-
represeniations,

FHE SUB-COMMITTER'S CHARGHES AGALNST
us,

1. That our corporation was fraudu-
lently aud deceitfully organieed,

2. That we coustitute a trust and a
monopoly.

3  That this alleged trust and mo-
nopoly had existed, as such a Yeombing-
tion,'" for many years before the incor-
poration of our compiny,

4. That we have been guilty of brib-
ery, and that we systematically pursue
our business through a policy of bribery
anid corruption.

5 That our elementary publications
are without wment,

6. That we palm off inferior books on
what the self-constituted censors style
“backwoodls states,"

7. That our profits in Oregon are
$30,000 u year.

8 That the effect of this alleged mio
nopoly is ‘‘disastrous lo the public
#chool system " and thereliy “'the pulilic
are cheated of the right o independent
teachers, good schools, and good books."*

Having in mind the full fofee uf our
words, we most seriously and empliati-
cally declare that each aud every one of
the above charges is absolutely false, and
that they are unsupported by any proof
or evidence whatever; and we hereby in-
vite an examination of them in detul.

THHSE CHARGES WHOLLY LIRKELOUS,

Although advised by eminent counsel
that the charges made against our com-
puny are clearly libelous, and woild
form the basis of successful suits, both
criminal aod civil, il they were mnde
aguinst us as individuals, we shall not
hide behind our corporate organization
or wait for the customary slow motion of
the courts. We do not shrink from the
broader trial of this issue by that public
before whom we hiave been accused, as
we have complete confidence in its selse
of fairness and justice, and therefore
make this public answer.

THR SOURCE OF THESE SLANDERCOUS RM-
PORTS.

There is but one ressonable explanution
#s to the source of these attacks They
emanate from some competitor in busi
ness who has the skill to make use of
venal or gullible persons to  publish and
circulate bis own attacks and calumnies
for him, expecting in this way 1o build
himself up by defaming the charicter of
his competitors. These reports,
are copied as news by the various
journals, illustrate the fine art of procur.
ing free advertising

which
country

A "HIDDEN MONOPOLY.
1t is churged that the American Book
Compuny was incorporated in  New
| Jersey, with a capital of $5,000, and that
‘uider this modest organization was hid
den one of the greatest monopalies ever
| known io this country.”” [t true that
the Awmerican Book Company was
incorporated January g, 180, and wi ‘h |
| the amonnt of capital named. But fo
what reason was this state chosen anc
this small amount of capital made use of
and what were the subsequent steps of |
corporate development?
New Jersey was chosen because s |
laws are more favorable to manufs

legally

tur- |

laws ol
some olher states, and becavse several of
our large stockholders, who hecame i
rectors, reside there, As is required aud
customary, ‘‘s principal place of boi. |
oess'’ was designated in that state.  The |
New Jersey laws however, are so strict|
that they require the mooey which e
resents stock iswoed to be all aot

4 "
in; or, whea the money is not 8o gid in,
that actual property at a cash yaluation
sli be pnrchased as the basis for stock |
issued. Io iy Julter case the stuck
cemtificates imued for preperty must |

| bear stamped on their face, for |
property purchased." [t was therefore |
ou simple grounds of conuvenience and

“Trmted

formed with this small capital, with a |
view of afterwards purchasing the res |
quired properties and issuing pruprrl_"
stock therefor, according to the statute
law of that state. To have doue other |
wise would have necessitated the locking |
up, on the first incorporation of the com- |
pany, of a very large sum of woney in |
cash, to lie idle until ready to be turned
over for the several publishing plants
acquired, a very clumsy and cxp:::-lw:
proceeding which no sensible man would |
advise,

Within four months after the original
iucorporation all the subsequent steps of |

purchasing property and increasing the|
capital of the company to five million
dollars, the actual cost of its publishing |
plants, were taken and every one ol
these steps was official and public, and
made matter of record both at the capi
tol of the state in Trenton, and at Jersey
City, in Hudson Connty, the coporate seat
of the company, Thus,if the whole record
were quoted and published, instead of
heing garbled for purposes of deceiving, |
by publishing only the preliminary step of
incorporation, we shounld be truthfully |
and fairly represented. As to the amount |
of our capital and the size and import-
unce of our business we have nothivg to
conceal; indeed, we regard the great ag
gregate of our sales, spread over the
whole conntry, as the measure of conli
dence of the sehool public in our com-
pany, and as an unimpeschable ingorse. |
ment of the superior merit of our publi
cations.

In order to make this statement com,
plete and clear, it should be said 1ot
the purchase of all school-book properties
mude by this company, from whateyver
souree was upon a uniform basis of cash
valuation, and according to the estals
lished rules of valuing publishing richis,
plates and plants, The price pad for
the Harper school-book interests was o
exception to this rule, No bouw or extra |
inducement ol any kind wab Clered or |
given to anybody, much less was there
any undue influence or duress exercised,
forming any alleged “dark chapter,” as
bosely insinuated in this so-called *‘re-
port."

A PUDLISHING

COMPANY

The statement in the “report” that
Y'this combination had practically been
in existence for over ten years prior 1o its |
legnl incorporation'' s wholly fulse.
There had been no community of inter
ests, no consolidation of
nothing interfering with the entirve inde-
pendence of each firm, nothing that had
the slightest effect upon prices of school
hooks, nothing that influenced or jnter
fered with their publication and regular
sale in any particular. There had been a
""Publishers' Association," which at
tempted to restrain the evils and extray
agances bf agency work for the introduc
tion of school books, but nothing that
attempied any restriction of the regular
busivess as between publishers, or us he

business—

tween the several publishers and the pub.
lic. The traffic was absolutely open and
free, and it has neyer been otherwise
Nearly every reputable publishing hous
in the country was represented in this
Pulilishers' Association of co.uperated
with it directly or indirectly.

Why was the American Book Company
tormed? The answer is the simplest thing
i the world—lor economy and efficiem |
in conducting the school-book business

It was thought that the comb {owbond
I the most experienced and sieacion
publishers, the eombined jud:ment
the most accomplished editors, and |
dicious use of large copital In stimi |

ting the best muthorship, would brin
the greatest measure of success; that the
bringing together of these lorces woul
tend to utilize the highest education

thought and crystallize it
text-hooks, Besides
the very ohvious economies in consolide
ting the agency operations for placing
the hooks, and the merchandizing opera
tions of distributing thewm 1o consiimerns
All these economies enable the Compmny
to furnish the best possible text-hooks wt
The
by at once increas
'.nfllluilrii'.'ll'.{. '“f‘”l-

into the bes

ull this, there wer

| the lowest possible prices, Ameri-
can Book Company
ing its discount and
ods for regulating the retail prices of |
middlemen, greatly cheapencd the cost

of school books to the people; and by

establishing its own depots 1o different
b

e everywhere to readily obtain its pub-
1 ywh 1 dily obt its. pub

sections of the country, enabled the

lications at the reduced prices.

HAS A TRUST RREN
MONOPOLY EST

CREATED AND A

ABLISHED!

A trost or monopoly, as defined by all

anthorities and by the United States and |

State statoe Taws, must possess these two

essentings
Power t

Power 10 establish

. amely

o ¢oitrol production, and

arbitrary prices for

all such production
Without these elements there can be
v : I, OF Gl "
. )
" sthors, are us n el s ‘A
Wl "‘.- t 1T MR o .E I ] i r »
are evervwherse avalable 0 print a

| the American Book Company, whereve!

| from the meriis of the books to a discus
| slon of personalities.

| American Book Company, respectively &

| Tutures, resulting from these investign

! that bribery was committed,

| dragging along in the courts for some

| though the campaign of abuse aud defa

| port’’ goes on to say
| apecific instunices; but the history of this |

| souri, Ohio, New Jemey, and other states

book. There are at the present time
in the United States; according o the
official tradde organ, The Publishers
Weekly, more thau a hundred corpora
tions, firms, and houses ssuing schoo
publications, and there are nearly ten!
thousand different syolumes in

It is a matter of
teachers and school

curren
publication. notoriety
atnong all officers
that competition between dilferent houses
| publishing school text-books has neve
been more active than since the forma
tion of the American Book Company, o
than exists at the present moment. Com
| petition is even strong enough to stimu
the wildest and basest

against a large and successful house 1ike

late slanden

and whenever an importaut adoption i
being considered, as is at preseat thy
case in the state of Oregon; with th
evident purpose of shifting the issn

Stimulated by the charges of such ever
present and somietimes virulent competi
tion, there were brought about two legis
lative ingquiries as to the status of the

the states of Pennsylvania and 1llinois
In these investigations and bearings th
testimony of everybody was publicly in
vited—publishers, booksellers, educators
politicians, and public cranks. Kach o
the two reports, 1o their respective legis |

tions, completely exonerated the Amern
can Book Company from being, in ans
sense or form, s trust or wmonopoly, @
hadd Been falsely alleged. At the Haorris
burg hearing, all the leading publisher
of New York, Philadelphin, and othe
cities were present, and, testifying unds
oath, each one declared that he knew o
no casée where any competitor had bee:
Yerushed ont" or oppressed by this com
pany. Aud we hereby offer this chal
lenge 1o any  respectable school-bool
publisher in this whole country today t
come forward and declare under oatl
that he has soffered any oppression i
his business from the Awmerican Bool
Cowpany, or that it is withiy his exper
ence or personal koowledge that thi
company has ever, at any time, at
temopted in the least degree "to crush
con jaung holises and destroy all legiti
mate competition,” as charged in this
“report.”
WHAT OF THI POLICY OF BRIDERY AND
CORRUFTION?

in this vepiat ihic old sloricn are re.
henrsed that the agents of this company,
iu one instance in the state of Washing
ton and in another in the state of West
Virginia, attempted bribery. Where is
the proof that these agents attempted i
in either case? Observe, it is nut charged
but  *'an
Sempted,"” The Washingtun case, afier
time, with three of the acceused agents
and detectives in their jurisdiction and
utider beil, was decided in favor of the
agents, It was then appealed to a higher
court, sent back for retrial, and finally
dismissed for lack of evidence to main-
tain it. This “report' also states that in
the West Virginia case the agent *‘was
publicly reprimanded and compelled to
take back his money.' Is this the usual
conclusion when bribery is proved to
have been attempted or committed?

These two unfortunate scandals, the
reaults of the sharp practice induced by a
very exciting competition bétween agents
(where the “monopoly" does not seem
ko have “‘crushed out the competition,”)
were the results of palpable tricks set up,
pne agent npon aoother; and the Ameri
can Book Company promptly disavowed
any responsibility or connection with
them, Among the hundredsof thousands
of annual transactions of this company,
these are the only iostances ever oited
against it, and these are wlleged to have
taken place within a few months
the organization of the company.

alter

And

mation has been uctively carried on ever |

| sinsce, its authors and promoters have nol

been able to add to these old and faise |
accusations, grown

After citing the above cases, this
“These arc

threadbare with uae

re

only

company's operations in Mississippi, Mis

gives us the impression that its method:
are corrupt, and leads (his committes th
the almost irresistible conclusion that
this is a well-defined policy of the com
pany itself in the selection of some ol
ils aggots and instrumentalities”

What does the writer of this villainous

attack upon honorable wen  Ewow
of the history of this company in the |
states named? Nothing whatever, and

he is challenged to produce any proaf of
any transaclion on our ||-|rl tneonsist=nt |
with fair and honoralie dealing

This defamatory report continues:  'Ji
will also appear that its

and succesafil operations have been con

thost reckless

fined to what it
backwoods states of West Virginia, Mis.
sissippl, Missouri, Californiia, Washiog.
ton, and Oregon, apd that in New Eojr
lagid and many other places I success,
if any, in monopolizing the school-book
business has been short Lived "

We bave not been accustomed o con
sider the states named as “backwoods,’
in invidious comparison willh the more
thickly settled and richer portions n[ the

It is well k

probably consulers the

wpel

eatntry

Enown thnt rur

bhes mrenuile &

M d
thetr dealing 1 i tif king
care of them wnidl thelr on 1l r
ests, p are manufacturing and trading
communities. ‘Ihe facts are that there |

i fonnd to he faulty, it is corrected;

| to the fact that one ook is more o

Highest of all in Leavening Power,— Latest U, 8. Gov't Report

Roval

Baking
Powder

ABSOLUTELY PURE

have been no new introductions or whaole
sale changes in books in West Virgiuia,
California, and Oregon since the forma-
ation of this company, in which it eould
have shared. The Washington adoption
octurred within & month after the com
pany had commenced business, so that it
had little share in that. In Mississippi
aud Missouri, under new laws, general
chapges in books have taken place in
which this company has shared, after
most active competion with many othes
publishing houses.

As to the “‘backwoods' charge, itisa

fact which can be demonstruted by the
account books of the compauy's sales in

New England and the Middle and West.
ern Siates—the older and more densely
populated sections of the country, where
public education has longest been estab-
lished—that the text-books of this com-
pany are relatively much more largely in
use M these States than in remote and
more sparsely settled regions,
CHARACTER OF HOOKS PUBLISHKD by
THR AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY,
The writer of this “report” has set
himsell up as a critic and censor of the
character and merit of the school bopks
published by the American Hook Com-
pany. He says, while this company lhas
many excellent books, ‘chiefly confinel
to the academic and higher grades, it is
very weak in the lower grades and in
mathematics."” He also says it is cheap-
er for the American Book Company to
priut and furnish an inferior book than a

good vne, and its profit is greater npon
the poorer one, although it may sell it at
a much less price.” He instances Har-
rington's Speller, and says it is a wretch-
ed book, made of “‘cheap paper and
pastebonrd,” which '“fairly bristles with
mistakes and innccuracies,'

That the paper, printing, binding, in-
troduction, aud marketing of a poor book
costs less and give n grester profit, al-
though - "t s sold b & mach lower
price,”" than a correspondingly manufac-
tured book of higher iutellectunl merit,
s n wiatement which is wimply ddiofic.
Anybody who knows anything about the
publishing business, or who hasany com-
mon sense, knows that the cost of the
printing and binding—that 15, the me
chanical production—is precisely the
same whether the book itself be good,
bad, or indifferent. It is also well known
thit the cost of copyright is a0 small a
share in the cost of production us practi
cally to malke little difference; while the
cxpense of attempting to introduce and
place a book poor in merit, with a cer-
Luitty that it will not long give satis-
faction and hold its place, would ten
times outweigh the additional cont of
copyright.

Harrington's Speller is an excellent
book, prepared by the late very hright
und accomplished superintendent of the
New  HBedford, Massachusetis, schools,
mud wan first published by the Harpers; a
house most careful of its reputation, bu
which thus indorsed it by its great name,
This book is also upproved on its merits
by leading educators all over the country,
and so widely used thal its circulation
has reachied into millions. The relative
profit on this hook; however, 18 not
larger than the average profit on other
school books

If there is one characteristic
American  Book Company's
pronounced than unother, it is the super

in the
list more

tor excellence of its elementary hooks
prf'[}lln'f‘ for common and Erammning
schiooln, as all teachers, superintendents
anid unbiased publishers who know the
If a hook
if it
has outlived its purpose and usefulness,
It i uniform
all our agents

facts will unanimonsly testifly

discontinued, Oy and
constant instructions to
are to present and urge, in any given
section those books of our list which are
Hkely to prove most acceptabile and  suit-
able to its school work, without regard
[
profitable to ws than another. - O
nyenis wre not informed s to which hooks
pay copyright and which do not; or of
the relative profitableness of different
publications.

our object is to maintain a high reputa

As n sound busitess policy
ton and secure permanency of sale by
supplying hooks of the
and of the kinds which will be most satiy

highest merit,

factory o onr  patrons A

policy of forcing poor hooks that are not

wanted upon any stale or section is too
foclish lo mierit o moment's copsidera:
tion

IS THE AMERICAN DOOK COMPANY HOS
PILE TO PUBLIC EDUCATION?
‘that this

disastrous o our [f wh!

To the charge in Lthe report
monopoly 18
school
cheated of the right W
good schouls aud gond buok
we answer thut this fu a base and mon
strous accusation oot only agaiost us bt

svstem,'" and that “the publ ¥
ttide peie
teachers

nipginst the teachers and school suthor
thes aof the alate of Oregon | T
teacher i ool

£ How ol ¥

i chieats

could be

to .-'Jul high-

i alal

more usirue or unjus

enntrary |

minded nnd intelligent class of citizens
of your state. It is incredible that a
man in his senses would thus attempt to
traduce and malign any class of his fel-
low-citizens, much less the supervisors of
public education.

Refuting this infamous charge, we
make this clear assertion, and call upon
all intelligent men who know the his
tory of the schools of this country to say
whether or oot it is true. We assert
that no hody of men have ever done
more to stimulate popular edueation,
foster progressive and enlightened meth-
ods of teaching, arouse educational
thought, and generally promete the in-
tellectual growth of the country, than
the men who, as school-book publishers,
were the predecessors of the Amencan
Book Company; and they have accoms
plished all these things by coostantly
producing, from time to time, the best
poussible school text-books, We further
assert that those who compose Lhe pres.
ent management of the American Book
Company are still faithful to these high
traditions, and are still doing for the
schools of this country, through furnish-
ing them with good bLooks, all that ex-
perience and capital can sccomplish,

THIC AMERICAN HOOK LoMPANY IN

OREGON.

It is charged that this company, and
the “‘combination which has existed for
many years," framed your text-hook
laws, and that all your school-books,
Yuxeept Brooks' Normal Arithmetie and
three other very unimportant books'
were selected from the American Book
Company's list.

The simple facus are that there never
las been any such ‘' combination for
many years," or for any time, asisul
leged; and that the adoption of books
#ix years ngo in Oregon took place two
years before the American Book Com-
pany came into exigtence, nud under
open competion between the different
entirely todependent Bouses, Wy every:
body in Oregon knows who bad anything
1o do with the selection at that time,

The sales and profits of the school
Liook business are constantly and very
reatly exaggerited by those who are ig
norant of them. Instead of the profits
on schosl books being £3o,000 a year in
' thin
s miore nearly repredents the tolal
amount of annual sales in this state—
which, in any event, is not more than
H_n‘u wy, mnd of course l'llﬂ::' a Hllliln por-
rech aned ay

Oregon, s elaimed in the “report,

tion of this amount can be
et profit,

The American Book Company his
never at any time ralsed so much as o
finger to influence Oregon legislation in
fts behalf. On the other hand, what did
this company actually do for the people
of Oregon when it became the publishes
of the books which had alrendy been
adopted for use in that state? We stale
ety known, we believe, to every pemon
in Oregon, when we say that it used
every means i s power to render thest
hioaks easmily obtminable by the peoplt
anil at chieaper rates than ever before
To this end and at great expease |
Bronght its business and capital to your
stite, and establistied one of ita bramch
Honses in your city of Portland. It has
thus cast its 1ot with you and identified
itnell with your community, We are our
therefore, it a business sense,
Oregoninny, sharing the fortunes of yow
tite, and entitled to fair and just treat
That we

uelves,

ut fellow-citizens
il receive justice and even genetosity
t your honds is sssured to us by the

ment fror

teuditions of the Pagific Coast.
AMERICAN HOOK COMANY,
Fy ofs Officers and Diveclars

O NICKEES
DAVID K IVISON, President
ALFRED €. BARNES, Vice l'remdeny
HARRY AMBRUOSE, Tieasrer,
GHLMAN L TUCKER, Sceretury.
IR TORS

HEsny 1 Vatn, Charman,

W 1L ArpeLEro:

W. W, AFrLETON

DANIRL APPLACT

Harny T, AMnnose,

ALpren C, HARNpES,

Citas. | Bamxps

Hesuy H. Banr

N, Howasn Fis# )

Davin B Iviso

Wm. R TALW

Grestas H Touckik
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HH' EVERGREEN TRLE!

WITHOUT COBST.

|W’ vei
ovetg J' u'vn #hdsapred 1o your cllmate
3 (nstrictions for planting and earing lor it,
kether with our compiete st of Nummry
k Ilrnu L) ont this wdvertisement,
I paper, and wll hnu
W troes wud pisnts you
P Tug w sk to

gl - izt B0 smal,

ok
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