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mow thow shall mol escape calumny."

ANSWER OF THE

AMERICAN BOOK C0.
TO ITS DEFAMERS.

A STATEMENT OF FACTS BY THE
AMERICAN RBOOK COMPANY
TO THE PEOPLE OF
OREGON,

A puhlic attack upon the methods, mo-
tives, and business interests of the Amer-
can Book Company, by a small sub-
commitiee of the “‘Commities of One
Hundred," of Portlanid, Oregon, has re-
cently been published inthe “'Oregon-
ian," a newspaper of that city,

The “report’* embodying this attack is
made up of a mass of misinformation,
unsupported charges, baseless rumors,
and unjustifiable suspicions,

Upon this ex-parfe showing, with no
swlid basis of fact or proof whatever,
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our character and our business are as-
sailiel. Under such elrcumstances it is
Hul just to ourselves, and o our many
friends and patrons in Oregon and on
e Pacific Coast, to make o full and ex-
licit auswer to these slanderous mis-
epresenttions,

(HE SURCOMMITTER'S CHARGES AGAINST
Us.

1. That our corporation was fraudu-
ently aud deceitfully organized,

2. That we coustitute & trust and a
nonopoly.

3 That this alleged trust and mo-
uopoly had existed, as such a “'combina-
tion," for many vears hiefore the incor-
poration of our company.

4. That we have been guilty of brib-
ery, and that we systematicully pursue
our business through & policy of bribery
aud corruptivn,

S That our elementary publications
are without ment.,

6. That we palm off inferior books on
what the sell.constituted cetisors style
“Lackwoods stutes,"

7. That our profits in Oregon are
$30,000 a year.

8. That the effect of this alleged mo-
nopoly is ‘‘disastrous to the public
school system," and therehy "the public
are cheated of the right to independent
teachers, gool schools, and good hooks.'’

Having in mind the full force of our
worlds, we most serionaly und emphati-
cally declare that each and every one of
the ahove charges is absolutely false, and
that they are unsupported by any prool
or evidence whatever; and we hereby in.
vite an examination of them in detarl.

THRSE CHARGES WHOLLY LIBHLOUS,

Although advised by eminent coungsel
that the charges made against our com-
pany are clearly libelous, and would
form the basis of successful suits, both
criminal and eivil, if they were mide
against us as individuals, we shall pot

| hide behind our corporute orgavization

or wait for the customary slow motion of
the courts, We do not shirink from the
hroader trial of this issue by that public
before whom we have been accnsed, as
we have complete confidence in its sense
of fairness and justice, and therefore
muke this public answer,

THIL SOURCE OF THHSE SLANDEROUS RE.

PORTS.

There is but one reasonable explanation
as Lo the source of these attacks. They
emanate from some competitor in bus
nens who has the skill to muke use of

| venal of gullible persons to publish and

circulate his own attacks and calumnpies
for him, expecting in this way to build
himsell up by defaming the character of
liis rompetitors. These reports, which
are copied as news by the varions country
journals, iliustrate the fine art of procur-
ing free advertising
A "HIDDEN MONOPOLY."

1t is charged that the Awmerican Book
Company was incorporated in New
jersey, with & capital of $5,000, and that
“‘under this modest organization was bid
den ane of the greatest monopoliss ever
known in this country.”’ It (s true that
the American Book Company was legally
incorporated Jannary o, t8go, and with

the amount of capital named, But for
what reason was this state chosen anc
this small amount of capital mude use of
sud what were the subsequent steps of it
carporale development?

New Jersey was chosen because its
laws are more favorable to manufactur.
ing interests like ours than the laws of
sotne other atutes, and hecanse several of
our large stockholders, who became di-
rectors, reside there. As is required and
customary, “‘a principal place of busi.

ness'" wus designated in that state, The
New Jersoy laws, However, are go sirict
that they reqtisre the money which rep.
resents stock 1ssued to be all setuails pacd
in; or, when the money is not i i,
that setunl prog s calirating
shall be purchased as the hans o wi
issoed. Iu this lalter case the stock
certificates lwned for ronerT mor

K ]
CURES)
PAINS oF
MAN & |
" BEAST

‘ bear staniped on their face,
property purchased.” It was therefore
on simple grounds of convenience and
economy that a company was at first
formed with this small capital,"with a
| view of afterwards purchasing the re-
quired properties and issuing property
| stock therefor, according o the statule
law of that state, To have doue other
wise would have necessitated the locking
up, on the first incorporation of the com-
pany, of a very large sum of money in
cash, to lie idle until ready to be turned
over for the several publishing plants
acquived, a very clumsy and expensive
proceeding which no sensible man would
ndvise,

Within four months after the original
incorporation all the subsequent stepa of
Illlrl'hll\nng property and incereasing the
capital of the company to five million
dollars, the actanl cost of its publishing
plants, were taken and every one ol
these steps was official and public, and
made matter of record both at the capi
tol of the stite in Trenton, and at Jersey
City, in Hudson County, the coporute seat
of the company. Thus,if the whole recon|
were quoted and publisghed, instead of
being garbled for purposes of deceiving
by publishing only the preliniinary stepo
incorporation, we should be truthiully
and fairly represented. As to the amoun
of our capital and the size and jmpont
ance of our business we have vothing
conceal; indeed, we regard the great ag
gregate of our sales, spread over th
whole country, as the measure of confi
dence of the school in our com
pany, nnd us an unimpeachable indorse
mient of the superior werit of our publi
cations.

In order to muke this sutemett com
plete and clear, it should be sald tha
the purchase of nll sehool-hpok propertic
made by this company, from whiteve
source was upon a uniform basis of cusl
valuntion,
lished rules of valuing publishing rights
plates and plants,  The price paid for
the Harper school-Look interests wan ng
exception to this rule, No bonus or exira
inducement of anv kind wus

public

and aeccording to the estab

offerad ot
given to anybody, much less was then
any unduve influence or duress exercised

forming any alleged "durk chupter,'’ w
basely fnsinudted o this so-called re
port.”

A PURLISHING COMPANY.

The statement in the “report” that
“this combination had peactically been

in existence for over ten vears prrior Lo it

legal incorporation” in wholly fillse
There had been no community of inter
ests, no  consolidation of busipess—

nothing interfering with the entive inile
pendence of each firm, nothing that hind
the slightest effeet upon prices of school |
boolks, nothing that influenced or inter |
fered with their publication and regulas |
sale in any particulur, There had been s
“"Publishers' Association,"  which at
tempted to restrain the evils and extray
ngances of agency work for the introduc
tion of school books, Lnt mothing that
attempled any restriction of the regulm
business as between publishers, or us he
tween the several pubilishers and the pub
lic. The traffic was ubsolutely open an
free, and it has never been otherwise
Nearly every reputable publishing hious
in the country was represented in thi
Publishers' Association or eo.operate
with it directly or indirectly.

Why was the Amernican Book Compan:
formed? The answer is the simplest thiy
in the world —
In conducting the school-hook
It was thought that the
of the most expenenced
publishers, the comYined
the most accomplishe

for economy anid eficueng
busines
combinedl sk
anid sagacion
indement o
| elitors, and J

dicious use of lurge copital in stimul
tng the best authorship, wenld bring
thit th
bringing together of these {orces woul

the greatest measure of sucpess;

tend to utilice the Nighest educations
thought and ecrvstallize it into the bes
text-hooks,  Besiden all this, there wen

the very olivinus sconomies in consolida
ting the agency operutions for placing
the buoks, and the merchandizing opera
tions of distribnting them to consumers
All these economies enplile the Cotnpany
to furnish the hest possibile text-books 4

The Amen-
oHce Increas

the lowest possible prives
canl Dook Cotnpany, by ut
ipurating meth

retatl prices of

1%
the

its discount aned

1y
ods
middlemen,
of sclion] hoaks ¢

for regulating
Lhe eost
the people; and by
in different
sections of the country, enabled the pub

greaily cheapened

establishing s own depots
whrre to readity

1
e every

oblain its pub.

licatiogs at

& redueed prices
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AP it

A trust or monopoly, as defined by sl
authonties and by the United States and
State statue laws, musi possess these two
essentidls, namely
and
prices for

Power to control
Power w estabil]

produciion

U arbatrary

al i production

thott these slenents there can be

| no monop oty r ' wem
I+ 1 whiob

. " ’

| e [y Vot ‘ il
b ire N e the
S of a,' dnde 1 und pirveses

| are everrwlicme

book. There ure it the
in the United States, uecording to the
official trade

pressut Ume

I'he Publishcers

OTRAN,
Weekly, more than a hundred corpori
tious, firms, and

houses issuing schoot

publications;, and there are nearly ten
thousand

publication,

diferent volumes in
It isam
teachers

current

atter of nototiety,
among all amd sehoal officers

that competition between ditferent honse:

publishing school text-books has never

been more
| tion of the American Book Company, o1
than exists &t the present moment. Com
petition is even strong enough o stimu
late the wildest slanders
ngainst a large and successful house like
| the American Book Company, wherever

active than since the forma

atd basest

| and whenever un important adoption |
| being considered, as is at present the
| ense in the state of with the
evident purpose of shifting the issue
from the menis of the books to a discus
sion of personalities.

Urefran;

Stimulated by the charges of such ever
present and sometimes virulent competi
tion, there were bronght about two legis
lutive inguiries as to the status of the
American Book Compnny, respectively is
the states of Pennsylvauia and 1lllneis
In these investigations and hearings th
testimony of everybody was publicly in
vited—publishers, booksellers, educitors
politicians, and public ¢ranks, Each ol
the two reports, to their respective legls
Intures, resuiting from these investign
tions, completely exonerated the Ameri
can Hook Company from being, in any
sense or form, a trust or monopoly, o
At the Harns
burg hearing, all the leading
of New York, Philudelphin,
cities were present, and, testifying umde

bad been falsely alleged,
publisher:
and othe
outh, each one declared that he kuew o
no case where any competitor had been
“erushed out" or oppressed by this com
pany. Aud we hereby offer this chal
lenge to any respectable schoolibook
publisher in this whole country wluy to
come forward and declare under oath
that he bas suffered any oppression in
his business from the American Book
Company, of that it is within his experic
ence or personal knowledyge that thiy
company las ever, at any time, at.
tempted in the least degree “to crush
compeung Bouses and destroy all legiti-
mate competition,” as charged in this
“report."’

WHAT OF THE POLICY OF HRIBERY AND

CORRUITION?

In this report the old stories are re
hearsed that the agents of this company,
in one instance in the state of Washiog-
ton and in another in the state of West
Virginia, attempted bribery. Where is
the proof that these agents attempted iy
in either case? Observe, it is ot charged
that bribery was committed, but “at-
empted.” The Washington case, after
dragging slong in the courts for some
time, with three of the scecused agents
and detectives in their jurisdiction and
under hail, was decided in favor of the
| mgents, It was then appealed (o a higher
| court, sent hack for rednal, and fivally
| dismissed for lack of evidence to main
| tain it, This “report” also states that in
the West Virginia case the agent ‘‘was

publicly reprimanded and compelled to
| take back his money.” Is this the usual
conclusion when bribery is proved to
have been attempted or committed?

These two unfortunate scandals, the
results of the sharp practice induced by a
very exciting competition between agents
(where the “monopoly’

does not  seei
o have “'crushied out the eompetition," )
were the results of palpable tricks set up,
one agent upon another; and the Ameri.
can Book Company promptly disavowed
auy responsibility or connection with
them, Among the hundreds of thousands
of annuadl trunsactions of this compuny,
these are the only instances ever oiteil
against i, and these are alleged to bhave
tiken place within w few montlis aftes
Anud
though the campaign of abuse aml defa

the organization of the company.

mation has been wetively carvied on ever
since, s authors and promoters have not
been able to add to these old and flse
ncousations, grown threadbare with nse

After citing the nbove cases, thiy
port’' goes on to say: “'Thess
specific instances; ot the
company’s operations i Mis
souri, Ohio, New Jersey,

Yre
ary only
bistary of ths
PPy

0 Slialel

and

are corrupt, and leads this commitiee w
the almost

this is a welldefined policy of the com

itrenistible conclusion that

pany itsell in the selection of some
s apents and instramentalitjes."”
What does the writer of thils villalsous

atiack upon  honerable men gnow
|u|' the history of this company i the
states named? Notbivg whatever; and

be is challenged to produce any proof of

| any transaclion on our part ine sl
with [air and hanoralile dealing

This defatnatory report continues. It

| will also appear that its mest reckles

and suecessfinl operations Bave been con.

fined to w prohal tonsiders the
| huckwoors states of Wit i, M
sisaippl, Missourd, Califoruie, Washing

ton, aud Oregon, aod that in
land and many other places BUCLESS
if any, in monopoliziny the schodlbook

husiness has been short lived.”
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have Ligen no new introductions or whole
sale chianges in books in West Virginia,
California, apd Oregon gince the fon
ation of thisx company, in which it could
hnve shareil.  The Washiugton adoption
weurred within a mouth after the ¢om-
piny had commenced business, so that it
uad little share in that.
and Missouti, under new laws,

In Mississippi
general
clinnges in books have place in
which this company has shared, after
most active competion with many other
publishing houses,

As to the “'backwoods' charge, itisa

fact which can be demonstrated by the
account books of the vompany's sales in

New England and the Muddle and West.
ern Stutes—the older and more densely
populated sections of the country, where
public education bas longest heen estab-
lished—that the text-books of this com-
pany are relatively much more largely in
use in these States than in remote and
more sparsely settled regions.
CHARACTER OF BOOKS PUBLISHED #v
THE AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY,
The writer of this "report’’ has set
Kimsell up usn cutic and censor of the
character and merit of the school hooks
published by the American Book Com-
pany. He says, while this company hax
many excellent books, “chiefly confined
to the academic and higher grades, it is
very weak in the lower grades and in
mathematics," He also says “it is cheap-
er for the American Book Company to
priut mnd furnish an inferior book than a

tuken

good one, unil its profit is greater upon
the poorer one, although it may sell it at
amuch less price.'' He instances Har-
rington’s Speller, and says it is a wretch-
ed book, male of ‘‘chieap paper and
pasteboard,' which “‘fairly bristles with
mistakes and inacourncies.”

That the paper, printing, binding, in-
troduction, and marketing of a poor hook
costs lens and give a greater profit, al-
though *it is sold at a much lower
price," than a correspondingly manufac-
tured hook of higher ntellectual merit,
is n statement which in simply rdiofic,
Anybody who knows anything ahout the
publishing business, or who has any com-
mon sense, knows that the cont of the
printing and binding-—that 1, the me
chanical  production- precisely  the
same whether the book itself be good,
bad, or indifferent. 1t is also well known
that the cost of copyright is so small a
share in the cost of provluction a8 practi-
cally to make little difference; while the
expense of attempting to introduce and
place 0 book poor in merlt, with a cer-
Loty thut it will not long give sulin
faction and bold its place, wonld ten
times outweigh the additional cost of
copyright.

Harrington's Speller 18 an  excellent
book, prepared by the late very bright
and accomplished superintendent of thu
New Bedford, Massachusetts, sehoals,
and was first published by the Harpers, b
house most coreful of its reputation, bhut
which thus indorsed it by its great name,
This ook is also approved on ity merits
by lending educators all over the country,
and so wideiy used that its eirenlation
Lius reached lito millions. The relative
profit this heoelk, lhoweser, is not
larger than the avernge profit on other

in

on

achioon]l books,
If there
\nerican

in the
maore

is one clinracteristic
Company's Tist
pronouneed thun another, it 1a the super

ok
it elementary hooks,
vommaon  and
as nll teachers, superintendents
ind unbiased publishers who know the
ficts will unanimously testify, [ a book
is found to be fanity, it is corrected; if 1t
lias autlived its purpose aml nsefulness,

ior excellence af

propared  for Eramiar

sichools

L is discontinued. Our uniform  and
constant instrections to wll our agents
ire to’ present wmd urge, i any given
sei'tion those hooks of Gur Tist whiclh nry
Hkels to prove most acceptable and  sunt
abile Lo its sehool whrk, withaom regur
to the fact thil one book is more o les
profitabile to ws. than another L

npenis are notinformed ns to which book

pay copyright amd which do not; or o
the

pubilication:

relative  profitablenvss of differem

As & sound business policy

aur object 18 1o maintin a high repiite

tion and steure parmanency of ssle s

ing hooks of the highest merit

wnd of the kinds which will be most satl

lactnyy 1o o patrons A contrar

paliey of forcing poor hooks that are nol

wanted upon any state or section 15 Lo

foolish 10 went o moment's consideri
| tlon

19 HE AMERICAN DOK COMPANY HOS

a--.n.h{., o orint a! eommonittes. Tha farty are that th‘en]n-mre

TILE TO PURLIC BDUCATION!

To the charge in the report “‘that this
disastrous to our public
o) wystem," and that
d of the right

uzuebrers, good achiools aud peod books "
this is & buse and woo.
Us mocusation Dol only aguiat us but

mono ruu Vv s

T

‘the public are

rheat o andependent

Wwe answer that

st thie leachers and school wuthori

ties of the stite of Orepoy, L save 1
U tha teuch= nnd  sohonl
T n i themselives 1o he

b oo ety il ¢heatel by publishers
lol scliod! bovks, No statetient could be

untrue or usiust to this hipgh.
L A

|

minded and intelligent class of citizens
of your state. It is incredible that a
man in his senses would thus attempt to
traduce and malign wny class of his fel-
low-citizens, much less the supervisors of
public education.

Refuting this infamous charge, we
make this clear assertion, and eall npon
all intelligent men who know the his.
tory of the schiools of this country to say
whether or uot it is true.  We assert
that no body of men have ever doue
more to  stimulate popular education,
foster progressive and enlightened meth.
ods of teaching, arouse educational
thought, and generally promate the in-
tellectual growth of the country, than
the men who, as school-book publishers,
were the predecessors of the Awmerican
Book Company; and they have accome
plished all these things by constantly
producing, from Gme W tme, the best
possible school text-hooks, We further
assert thut those who compose the pres.
ent management of the Amencan Hook
Company are still faithful 10 these high
traditions, and are still doing for the
schools of this conntry, through furnish-
ing them with gooidl books, all that ex
perience und capital can accomplish,

THE AMERICAN BOOK COMPANY

OREGON,

It ls charged that this company, and
the “combination which has existed for
many framed your text-bhook
laws, anid that all your school:books,
“excopt Brooks' Normal Arithmetic and
three other very unimportant hooks,"
were selected from the Aweriean Hook

IN

years,"'

Company's list,

The simple are that there never
Has been any such ‘' combination for
many years," or for time, asin gl
leged, and thot the adoption of books
dix vears ago in Oregon took place two
years hefore the American Hook Com-
pany came into existence, and under
open competion hetween the different
entirely awndependent hounses, as every-
body in Oregon knows who had anything
o do with the selection wt thut tme.

The sales and profits of the scheol:
book business are constantly and very
greatly exaggerated by those who are ig-
norant of thew, Inslend of the profits
on school books being fao,000 o year jn
Oregon, ns cluited in the “report,” this
s more |1w|:1|\- represents the total
amount of annual sales iy this state—
which, in any event, is not more than
$4o,000, and of éonrse only o sl por
tion of this amount can be reck aned us
net proht,

The American Hook Company
never at any tne raised g0 much as @
finger to influence Oregon legislation in
its beHall, On the otlier iand, what did
this company actually do for the people
of Oregon when it became the pubilisher
of the buoks which had alremly been
adopted for use in that state? We state
facts kuown, wi believe, to every person
when we it usec
every meins ln ith power to render thies
bouks casily obinible by the people
rates than ever belore
expense |

fntls

any

hins

in Oregon, way that

and at elieaper
To this end and ut
brought its husiness and capital to your
wtate, and established one of its branch
Wotses it vour city of Portland. It has
thus cost its lot with vou and ddentified
itself with your community, We are our
selves, therefore, in ow business sense,
Ovegoniing, sharing the fortunes ol yom
state, angl entitled wo falr amd just treat
ment fromn our Thit
shindl receiy penerosity
the

preat

fellow.citizens Wi

justice and even

ab your hiands i nssured 100 us by

traditions of the Pacific Copst.
AMERICAN BOOK COMANY,

Ly ks Officers and {Mrectors.

NFFICKRS,
DAVID B, IVISON, Piesident
ALFRED €, BARNES, Vide President
HARRY T, AMBROSE, Treasur
GLLMAN 1L TUCKERKR, Secretary
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X EVERGREEN TALE!

WITHOUT COST,.

“"E will send you by mail o paid nne smal
STATETeRn treo edapied to yaus plimate,
aith 1ml-nrllom for plsn tor it,
ogether with olir complete 3
aqoek. 1 you wikl outomt thile sdvertisenani
etk on it the neine of this paper. dnd |
any and whet Kird of treen aid planis you
onkd ke to porcéhinse, ind whe you wish w
LRI
W fuede ¥ou I
L IHn
Hite n Gt

the stock
ered you.

¢ ever beo)

EVERGREEN NURSEHIES,

s-nov 2. Evvrgreimn, Door Ca, Win



