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T WOTe a dozen young P
ple in the house 41 w hieh 1 wns stay-
ing, and, weuaring of commaonplace

eomfart, they decided to camp out for
n few m. A pleasant picce of wood-
Iand was ¢chosen and proparations be-
gan at once, The camp was near the
plantation, but was separated from it

by & ereek, one of the inpumerable
tribmtaries of the St John river. At
least once n duy some of the young
people went over the eomp in an
awlkward but roomy old Oat-bottomed
boat, carrving various artieles which

The

Hfe was to bo-

they supposed would be nneful
day before our outdoor
gin the olid boat made a great many
trips. On one oecasion there were four
of us going over and we were hurdened
with tools, hammer and npails, ropes,

canned monts, ete As we were noar-
ing the opposite shore & young woman
in the party espied some beautiful

wild flowers. The was n submerged

log directly in front of the banlk wher

they prew, but as our boat was strong,
and she that she would be broken
hearted unless rhe conld hoave them,
we rowed dircetly over the log and one

of us leanwed out to pick the blossoms.
“Suddenly our boat ran Move
ina most mysterions manner, going

to

neither forward nor backward, bat
straight up. “Alligator!™ shrielied
some ono, and we instantly realized

that the supposed log we had seen was
In reality a living saurian. Three of
us wure dlmost paralized with fear,
but the fourth and brightest of our
party was equal to the emergency. In
for loss time than it talies to tell iC he
had snntelied up the bammer aod nails
and was dalnge the vt artlele to drive
the socond through tho bottom of the

bout You'll have to help: we must
be gquiel! Take olf your shoes and use
the heels os hnmmoers!” he erled, and,

realizing the neewssity of Llind obedi-
snce, we bogan driving noils, too,  His
Intention dawed on us by the thne it

hud become o finished npetlon, and we
complimented him on his Wlea of pin-
ning the allightor to the boat with
Is.
"But aur prisor
wnd beghn thrashing
lantly. in our
“Does elther
stocleings? suid he. One
‘Then sit up in the end of
the bout und dangle your fect in the
watur. No, don't put yonr shoes on!
Now swing your feet to the right!
The youny woman followed his direc-
tions, and, wonderful tl.‘r relate, the
boat slowly moved to theright, Oars
were ureless; the atl; 'uln—'ll ire us home
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on h r groati-
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"ot how did you kpow He'd earry
the bobt, and why did he go where 1
steered? Anld, above ull, why were
blacl dtoclin s neecsunry?

UHave you ever heard of tieing a
carvot to the end of a whip wnd dung-
ling it in front i balky horts to
mihee him g My dea was based on
that.  You nungs ur feet in the
vater, and, seelnr t binck hoslu

the *Tgutor’ faneied you were his favors
ite article of food—-a nlée, pluomp little
durky. Ve followed swhere vou lad
Fhe nmils prevented hin ro nr you,
thougeh his hide was g0 toneh theyhuort
him but little, and certninly didn’t in-
with his powoers of lovomotion,
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I'he ond of the ndventure came
some months loter in the shape of an
alligator-skin - poeketboole  for
mitmber of the party.  ‘The s
wak thotof our captured foe. and in

uppir corner of cach was n tiny

golden nnil.”
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"1 notice an item in the pre ating
that the Uity of 'eleingr in her recent
trip sailed twoelve hundeed pnd forty
miles withont mesting a single sail,
amd this faet is cited] 04 showing the
loneliness of the Pacifle ovean.” says a
writer (b the Washington Star. “In
the summoer of 1550 1 left San B 8-
po on noanil vessel (o wly from Bul-

dittant four thou-
the entire route,
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timore) for Panama,
eand miles, and o4

whieh lasted forty

saw n sall! Lonelin is no wonl for
it, especinlly when we lny beealmed in
thie tropices, with our vessel ting as
1 -.|\I¢"-~1\ about as a chip a mill-

poni, the gronnd swoells keeping up the
nonotonous roll of the vessel from side
wll day andd niz

vach roll b

Lo side

lay. nr aoe |-1|1Thl[l]l d by a
‘mpul‘ the sails .n! o eraa cingg of the
rigging that mizht have passed for the

iy
flap of the wingiand thas wail of lost

spirits.  When we raadabout Noah and
s arkk we arcapt to think that he
mst h hal rathora lovely tim
thon he was out only forty “
nd besides, with nll the animals, ete.
n board, be hod plenty to ocenpy his
me and attention. and if be woanted
vimnsement o whilo away tho time b
wud omly toatart a sparring mateh b
wenn the montiovsand parr Fru
hwre i no meport of any such procead
n his part; but  that is doubtioss
& there was no
iy reporter oo board
wn ean't realize what loneliness
bl he hns made some sach Lrip
1l \\inll-I'||.'-~.n|"u'lu nis edues tien

a thet line he shoald preface it with
ramp of two thowsamd miles over
uonnialos and acrosi the desorts an
and wild Indians, as t}
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GAVE THEM GOLD MINES

Australia's Mathod of Oaring for |
Eor Unomployad.
An Erperiment That Fraved 1o Be = |

Grest Forcens in Providing for Your
Feople Who Were Eutirely
Deatitute,

An odd means of helping the unem-
ploved was devised by the governmint
rin during Just winter, when
uller and mor
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@ time lile the past winter, whi

thovsnnds of nnemployed men, with
pendent wnd destitote familios

witlled the strects of Melbourne, gla
Lo gret even erusts and erumbs, such

ring as the old diggings afford wa
vns to be fonglit for. The reason wh
men did nou st ount obtain this liv
ing wan, of course. boeanse capital wa
neaded to remch the digringsand u
work them. The department of mine
send experts to the old mining region
to ascertuin where there wonld
most likelthood of the uoémployed
worlimen getting enough gold toatford
& living. Some regions that would
linve yiolded fair roturns to experi
enosd miners were unsuited for the en-
deavors of the promiscuons worlers.
willing but vnskilled, who were sub
:intink on charity in Melbourne. T
To some of the better of these region
parties of unemployed were sent |
churge of or two experiences
miners. lut many places were found
where unsllled men might getenongh
pold from the creeks and rivers to af
ford what swould be to them, under the
eircumstances, w good living

About three thousand men were sent
by the government to these old
-llgpiri;r.- during the winter and most
of them were accompanid by their

o

i

mt

amilies. Free rallway passes were
wovided to the station nearest the
pce where they were to  pro-poct

unal, where possible, further tran: por
ntion wus also furnished. On arris
ng at the diggings thirty shillings
were given toeach man for the pur
ebise of provisicus aod supplics sad
also s few simple tools. Experienced
on hand

th show

miners were
how to get to work, and remained in
the region so  long w8 pecessiry.

Twenty Lo Afty and s Bundred families
were located in some of the digoings
Most of the di trictd selected for these
e
nere was grenerally found land sultuble
for eaising frofts and vegetables, The
wxperiment proved & success.  Almost
ull the people thus sent out have been
making a fair living. Some h ve hnd
to work hard with little returns and
hare needed assistance from the gov-
arnment, but the great majori'y have
done really well some of the men
have miade an averago of from twenty

by wwams plane ateapme pned

ta thirty shillings a we all the time
they have been at the dipgings, which
was sufliclent to 1 ntain their fami

ortable circumstanves W
able to

who have not been
make at loust & livelihood, Some re
turned to Melbourne and other nnn 3

to take up their old lines of worle. but
@ great many are remalning at the dig-
ings, satisfied with their present con
dition, aod MANY cises
hoping to strike & rich patch.

Ihe government also settled about
elghteen hundred men, of them
with families wovernment land,
wnder the provisions of an act recently

doubtless in

most

on

pussed for the formation of illaTe
settlements and homestead associa-
tions and communities Thirty-five

such seitiements were plotted out and
unemployed men with their familie
pluced on them. with the means of
ymwmenclng to obtain & livelihood
from the products of the soil. The
plan of most of these settlements was
that of » cooperative eompany, and
greal chre was exerclsed W apportion
the unemployed among the thi ty-five
seetitloments that their individunal
ecapabilities might be of the best advan
tajpe for the common good. The plan
wiis something similar to that of the

S0

Hirseh settlements of exiled Russian
Jews in Argentina. All these eommu-
nities wre ported to be doing well,

instances have settlers
I'he wit ter elimate in

fnd in but few
deserted them

Vietoria is. of course. very mild, and
in July, the coldest month, it is & rare
thing for the temperature to foll to
freczing.

Employment was aleo found for some
fHteen bundred of Melbourne's unem-
ployed during the winter by the de-

nent of ruilways mul the depart
nent of puablle wo Altogether
ugh times were duller and distress
gonernl and soute during last
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