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CHAPTER X1,

Lat us go back o little,

On the day the wigon train with
which we had to do turned aside and
erected its defense againgt the lndians
mussed to overwhelm it another train
was credping over the plaing not wore
than thirty niles to the north,

It was the ountlit of & party of gold
bunters which had crosiod thie stite of
Nebraska from Sidney and was moving
for the east side of the Dluck Hills,
There wers seven wagons and fifteen
horsemen, avd one of the wigons con-
tained the wife and daughter of one of
the gold hunters,

It seems siugular that huesbands and
fathors would not leave wived and  olil-
dren behind to snfety when setting out

shipand peril; but the history of the
great west shows that wonian hins been
one of the foremost in euconntering the
perils of frontier life. Men have grown
dissatisfiod with civilization and pushed
out until beyond all protection and in
hounrly donger, and wives and children
huve cheerfully gone with them.

A few Indians had been encountered,
many alarms hed been experienced,
there had been hardship and suffering;
but un the duy of which we write thers
wus nothing to alurm, und the people of
the truin were in good spirits Lt the
knowledge that their long journey was
ulmost ended.

In the muking up of the expedition
nomerisal strongtlh hud Geon considersd
wore than character. Any and every
one was taken that coull provide him-
self with a wagon or o hovse dnd rifle,
The first day's travel proved that a grent
miktuke bLid been wnde, While the
owners of the wigons wers mostly men
of steady bubity and goud cliaracter,
looking for homes a8 well as for gold,
the mujority of the horsemen were ture
bulent and unruly churacters, eome of
whom at least were leaving eivilized
Nobrasks snd pushing ioto the Indinn
conntry from fear of the law, They
carvied a plentiful sapply of whisky
with them, sand they mele it plainly un-
derstood that they would obey the cip-
tain's orders only when it suited thom
to doso, At the first eamplire six of
the wagoners, disgusted with the out-
look, wera in fuvor of turning haclk,
but the captain, who was an old plidns-
man, enconraged them to go on by sny-
ing:

“These men are like saflprs who al
wiays start on & voydge fall of liquor,
After we get beyond civilization they
will tome down and become as humble
a8 you please.”

But he wasa fulse prophet so far as
four of them was concerupd, Those
four men wers woll mounted and anned,
and they hiad the look and demeanor of
border ruffiuns.  They had evidently
Juined the train to enjoy its protection,
mnl in return definutly refnded to alford

t uny of theirs. To compel them to
stand guard and assist in the various
other duties would be to bring onw fight,
and this the trainmen wished to nvoid.
If the four men were driven away it
would only Le after they killed sume
ong, and the train wonld then Le so
crippled in strength that it might fall a
prey to the first rovivg bund of Indians
encountered,

For two or three days all bands had
been expecting to wmeet with n foree of
redsking who would attempt to block
the wuy, but to their grent surprice the
conntry seemed entirely clear of them
They were gathered, as  the reader
knows, to attack the party coming
acrosa from Brule City

When the trudn hulted for dinner the
four men we have referrsd to drew ofl
by themselves aud hell an varnest con
versation as they broke their fast,

Y1t fsn't over twenty-five miles to the
Hills from this," satd one, “and if we
are to do aoything it most be done to
night,"

“Hiw many wagons do we want,
Bobi™ nsked n gecond
“Only ons, We want the best wagon
and tHe best téann,”
"J\u.l thiut's Brown's,"” said o third, |
v st what T was going to gay, " added

hiud alrendy pestl
BTV t'rl Bob, who was evidh
lesder of the gung, " First, 1
the hist o anil keceii, )
Whnt rev tl
llH)
chuckled one of the men
+] reckon not, and uow's onr chance
to get even. We wand totix thut wagor

wl on thit,™ ob-

¢ the
neaé 1t s
aiss |

o whol 1
» s any oo well"

Fromn Lh It's abant

four honrs" hanl to the soith fork of the
Cheyenne, snd that's where the trisin
will cnmp tonight.’ |
“What about Brown? asked one of
the men |

B b drew his fuger noross Lils throot

*And the old womnan¥
Bob repeated his pesture

*And the gal?

‘I want the ul spar e replisd.
Mebies 1 shindl tura wse  wfter |
v, and tuebipe | shinll I..l' o her off |

v sotue Ludikn chiel fur o dozen nondes

| there wus dunger from the ndisoe, oo

LAy Lo Lt the b chiefs are pu\mg
1um:« priced for wiilte gals this snm-
Hier,

AL this there was o load langh from

wtie tonr, wnd when it boad subsided Bob
resned:
“Yes, that gal must be considered my
property, aud don’t yon fellows got up
wny kick aboot it We'll make n synare
tivide on the gold, but keep your hands
off the gul.”

‘Hive yon got u plant™ whispered one
of the wen ws he saw that & nomber of
the tmidnmen wers suspicionsly regard-
o the gronp,

“Lenve that tome:  You fellows just
k0 on nbont your business and e on
lnd when wanted. [If the plun I've got
migciarties ' let yon know in time to
iy something else,”

Aferu hult of an hoor the train moved
oo, It was fiuie traveling now, snd the
stight of Che wonntuins in the distance
tbid the thonght of the gold to be ob-
titied pur every one in fine dpivits and
erwgtod i desive to push onore rapidly a8
powsible,  Six miles from the wouth fork
thgre wis o Lt wod asgoul went fore
witd to select o ronte for the wigons
over s bad piece of ground. The four
renegades nidded o cueh other, bt
while three of them rode forward and
offionsly offerol thelr services to the
viiptiim, Bob winde his way to Brown's
wigei, which was the lwst in the line,
It occupuuts were on the seat in front,
wll anterested in whar wils going on
sbend, and o thrie minutes the vene
gitle hnd  removed the linchping from
both hind wheels of the heavy wagon,
The “prairie schooners,” as the big wag-
otd of that date were ealled, hud these
pins in the place of burrs, now so gener-
ally used,

A goarter of an hour later, as the
wagons started forward, the wheels had
winde only a few turns when both rolled
nway and the rear end of the wagon
came down with n crasn. By this time
the lending wagon was holf & mile in
wlvinoes

"Very carcless of you, Brown, not to
look  your wagon over occusiogully,”
st the capruin as he Hialted the traiu
and rode buck to nsvertuin the cause of
delny,

‘1 did took it over it noon and every:
thing was all right.” replied Brown

Well. those pins dropped oot some-
whers within e gquarter of w wile, and
the thing is to tind “em”

Haulf w dozen men  walked back over
the trail for w bundred rods, bat with-
ot wvidl.  Thon suell wdgoner wos
sslted for wpure puos, but pone conlid be
hod,  Move than one ld an extra set,
bmt thedr menrness to gold had brong it
Fusrth wosellish spirit.

‘Limny want them myasell,” esch one
wrgned, sud sich one deafed that it was
i his power 1o secommiodnte,

Another pnd oloser seareh was made,
and while o wis going on thers were
loud mrwnes all wloug the line,

‘Lot g go on!”

‘We can't bo responsible for his care-
lesarivag!’

“Whit's the matter that be can't fol
low oiir trudl to the riverd”

T'he thirst for gold closes the humon
nonrt to friendship, pity or Christinn
wpirit.  Buch mowent of delny was felt
to be dollurs lost, wud finally the texms
began to push on withont orders.

“How bere, Drown,” sald the captain
whoen he saw them going, “the boys nre
off, but it's only un Hour to the river
Just ke w sharper look for those ping
uwoud you'll turn "o ap and by able to
vote ow IF you dou't join ds inoun
hour [ send yuu the pins fromn my
wikgzun,”

*And yon dre sll going forward and
leave me alone snd linble to be buteh-
etpd by the Lndians!™ dempuded the
WHROLEr

‘No disnger—mnot tho slightest. There
ten't w redskin within twenty miles of
us, Fve got to go oo, bt perbiaps soime
of the borsemen will stay wod belp yoo
to tix up.”

*Aye, that we willl" answersd Bob,
who wae waiting for the opporinnity,
‘Here wre fuur of ns who won't sea you
left defenseless.  Here, Juck., you ride
on to the river with the train and bring
buck thuse pins, while the rest of us will
kewpp op the search and be on hand to
nelp pot on the wheels™

The fonr who were to stay wera the
renegudes  Brown had eather n left
dune, for e was tirmly satistied that
they were b men, but bhe eoulil not
mike u decent exouse 1o rid bimself of
their presenice. And besides he folt thut

Darated wliost ut onge

orners unrriva n\\.‘n_l 4

“Ldun’t Ruow—1 don't know, Daniell
Whoe knows but they wean to morder i
wtid run off with the team! Lot us un-
tarness the hosses wod monnt them and
ride o, 1 feel thnt some great shadow
uf dunger hu over na,”

D, gl P welded the il
sureit is 4 plot to muarder us sl

CHAPTER XIL

“1 o

He enme up and weizod her ns she sink
doon

*We are too mistrustfnl and suspi-
cions,” replied the father ns he looked
from  the wugons, atill 1o s1zht, (o the
renegades searching the tradl. “No one
woulid dare molest ns with the camp
only a few wmiles pwway, and the wan
will be back with the pins Defore sun-
Hown anyhow,"

He spoke thus to encourage  himself
o8 well a8 hiswife nod dodghter, bat
neither of the three felt sny the less
mnxious,  The settler looked tio his Win-
chester to see that it was in order, re-
moved the bridles from the borses that
they might Teed while be waited and
then stood oo the alert for what might
e,

Tl s wus only o hundbreadth nbove
the horizon when the three renegiides
retirned to the wagon nud exhibitsd one
f the piny, which they cluimed was
found a foll wile away, A pry was now
wt in position, the heavy body of the
wigom radsed g0 that the wheels could
be glipped on the uxletree und then one
wheel was muide seourae,

The settler gnd his family witched
the thres men closely while they workml,
bt they seewmed iutent only on helping
he people out of their trouble.

“Weo mny be rough in looks and bad
in apots.” excleimed Bob as he wiped
the wweat from s forebewd with his
buckekin sleeve, “but we sin't mean
nufl to ahandon s lone family to the
tomabawks of the ndinns, ™

“lt 48 very brave and generous on
your part, gnd | thank you s thonsnmd
timies over,” veplied Brown, 1 wounldn't
have  believsd  thut the train  people
wonld wet &0 selfishly.”

*] rockon wo've boen parcolod ont gs
the worst of the lot, but that Jdon'tmake
asEn. L dbn't elidin we wfe saitits, bt
| o sy thut when the pluch comes wo
can  ba deponded o oos white  men
Phisre domen Pete, nnd 1 fockon your
troulies ipe nbiont over.”

It was dusk now, and the mun called
Pete wus uot seen ontil within w fow
eida of the wigon,  He dismonnad on
vaning up, handed: Brown & conple of
linclpios end sabd the twndn hud  gone
into camp st the viver.  HBrows widked
to the wheel which peeded. the pin and
wis pliseing it in position whon sad
den greut lght Uashed before his eyes
und he sunk to the ground oo beap,
tving o atruck on the head with an
nx which one of the men pulled  from
the wagun.

Whale the women had beon nervous
and anxious, the arrival of the man with
the pins seemed an net of good faith,
and  vhey wers congratulating  them.
qeElvies on soon rejoining the triin when
Bob spring apin fropt of them, seisel
one with eithor huod wod suid:

“Come ont of thisl We've got busi-
ks with you¥'

CDiniel—=lither!” shrieked mother and
ditngliter, Lut thore win o lough frowm
all the men, mnd Bob palléd  the wonien
o the grotnd with the losring remarl:

"ilullll-l by Bul [HII'?I('HliII' Il‘!ﬂllll‘;‘hlll|
nind just now, wid be begs you will ex-
vase lim!

For w moment the women wers Lelp-
les with wurprise and fear. They saw
the body of hosbind and father strotehsd
op the sod, sd Lot realized that be
ol been wiroek down by the renegades.
As they stood trembling and helplesa
two of the men began hitching the
horse to the wagon, a third was bnsy
robbing  the dewd, whilo the fourth
Iookod to the wheels to seo it all was
right

EBruve men wnd women think fust and
plun guickly.  When §ifeis in peril one
wukt not give way to feclings of grief.

Buth wowen lmew that murder hod
peen done, wod both fully realiged the
plot of the renegiudes, bot after the st
shoik of sarprise wod the fest woment
of winltnoss thely conrags retuensd.

“Hou!

It was the mother who whispered the
word neshe notieed thiat all the men
were busy [or the moment

They spriug awiy wyethor, lmt sp-
wndd were bidden
by thy darkoess belore betig uriss

“Jiuck, you stay by the Lorsss—the

Wy

tmiltter whint the captiin thought

Mry, Brown wis o wolnit  pust forty
put in excellent Bonlth and havitg o
mian's potirkge,  Hir dgugloer Lizgie |
wis tweaty years olld, born o the fron
i ik amberiting
Bie  Wullian's  ner
While the theee ootl

pore than the avier-
and’ sndurance.
wi el bekind

fto b e very

were il whit »
careful pesre h of the trall and wero out
of earshiot, Brown queried of his wife
‘Mother, dunt think there s
liull'l‘:l'Tll'..l.‘ fIUesr nins Ii.‘
1 oy Donlel—1 do," alio Iar naptly re

pur- |
W T

phed. I belleve thow plos w
posely removed.  Indeed, | ren
have heard the noise of their being
kuveked ont when we were hlted.”

Wit what | suspect! Who could |
have dune it and for whst?

‘Pantel, | wm most afedd to tell yon
thut | belisve thesa thoee wen know all
sbout it, and that one of them raosoved |
the pnst’

'Bot if they wanted to broak as down
and leave us o the lurcl, why did they
uffer us their sssistence when all the

rest conie wong!” snooted Bob, sui nei-
thitr wouman was a hundrod yards sway
vhen pursuit begin

The wouther Lore to the right, the
davghter to the left,  The mother made
a hall girels to, gome boack townrd the
wigaon on the opposite side from which
wlie hud started, but the daaghter ran
straight sway.  Hidden by the darkuess

AN DUVing the advantoge or tne FLars,
she would il.l.\ @ esciped but for necident.
As =he run she stepped on ' stons and
twisted hor ankle nutil the pain made
her vry out.

That cry located the girl for one of
the renegades who was rushing hirher
wod yon at random, and he caine op and
aeimed hor as she sunk down, helpless Lo
beara pounds weight on the injured
Hmb. The ssarch ended hers,

“Let the old one go,” said Bob ag
Lizzie wus earried back to the wagon,
*“She's hewdod back for N ‘ebtaskn, and it
Lhe wolves don't pick her boues befors
daylight the Indians are sure to comes
neross ber. Now let's bs off at once,"

The team was all ready to move, and
the route had been decided on in ade
vinee, They were to béud to the left,
cross the sonth fork liglier up and I.hll
enter the Hills between the foothills and
| bhe monutding themeelves,

Nature makes Ler Grst efort to form
wiunteing o wile or so from where the
real wountuin isto be heuved up, The

ground is thrown up luto foothills, which
ure like nn nbatis in front of a brosst-
works, Waury for the moment with this
offort nuture creates & long, nurrow val-
ley, rich in springs nnd sweet grasses,
and beyoud that Luilds ap the griu and
frowning mountaing. Thess valleys sre
s0 pumerous and bend sod sogle so
often that they furnish secure hiding
places for partics who desire to escape
obgsrvation.

Lizele did not nsk after her father,
Shu renlized that the villsing bad made
Bim their flest victim,  Her miother, aa
she knew, wits b wanderer on the plains,
As for herself, shie wus so overwhelmed
for the first quarter of sn bour that she
could not speak. Bob rode beside her
anil guided the horses, while the others
rode on ahead and on the thinks.

“*Neodn't be afraid of we, honey," said
the lesder as he put a hand on the girl's
shoulder; *Lain't bad, ' the best fel-
ler in the conntry onless o riled. We
wanted the wagon und we wanted youn,
bt yon've tnmbled into good hands, my
gul—Dbest handain the world.”

fro ne cosTINULD. )

ADDITIONAL LOCALS,
The Stndebaker wagon hends them all,
FFar sale at Gillinm & Bisbes's. B

Lok ont for Fell Bros sale of rem-—
nat s —'Imrglunli N avery thing,

Why go boogry when the City llntel
forpishes yoo o good mesl at liviog
ritea, "

“Hardwara” did yon say? Why, yea
at L0 Thompson & Oo.'seteand, snd lho
plinee for bnrgains.

Onll on Rip todo vour wood anwinn.
wome old prees Also delivers wood to
oy port aof Heppoer, See nd, L]

For ansl yon ean get wors it the Enst-
ern Clothing boowe, with Lovi on deok,
thwo noy other pluew in Heppner, i

The Puluoe is the leadiog hotel i the
vity,  Wall furnishied roomy with plenty
wl hight are provided for evervone.  a

Hiuithy, (e furpitire mnn, 1w prepered
to woll fine goode ot low igures,  Full
Vine of nodertaking goods oo hapds, »

M. Luobienthinl & On. hnve o fine lot of
wipter wear, ioclpding  Indies’  winter
alioes, Gyversbioes, rubogre boots, ete. Drop
1. "

Loy the jewelvr, isthe unn to fix up
your witah or clook. o keeps & full
stonk of everything pertaining to  his
Bitisinemn n

Dan't overlook T. W. Avers, Jr., the
lendding droggonr. Chioieest  perfumen ,
porest deags wid the fluest tailel ketioles
wlways op hund, i

The Baehler hovr,  oontn por glavs, at
the Oolombin  Beer  Hall, Osmers &
Hughes, trops., pext door to M. Lich
tenthul & Co's slise slare. "

The M. L. &'T. Co, sives they hrve
foilisd  wll their platfiorms, have an im-
mense stornge capneity, Tl company
now denls i grmn, lnmber and wood. &

Sivos Show & MeQurty purclinged the
mend mneket they bve glwuys endenvor-
vl to keep on band the freshest and
ahoioest ments, snusnges nod holognog, &

Wihint will persevernnee, pluok and en-
terpris - nvail 1 s wild west, if yon
anpoot get big bargnive?  However, be-
fore giving up entively, viit Mioor Bros,’
srmjrtum, ]

Thompeon & Binnsown the buss which
goen 1o wod from the City bowel, bot will
unll Eor parties desiring 1o go to traio in
iny purt of tho eoity, Leave orders at
Chty Liotel. M

Chlllinm & Biabee, the bnrdware and
tHowure merolingth, elirey everythinog ap-
pErtuioing to their Huew, evon agricol-
toenl ymplements. Don't you need s
plow this full? B

L't overlook Kirk & Wasmos for
hnrgning,  Thoy ve porebased e buws
inesa of J, W, Matlook & Cu bat will
siscin) remove Lo s Mullury torner, oppo-
site the Pulnae hotel. "

Iy Girant's Qlogle Whie grent dyspepain
aonguerer, will positively oure dyspopsia
nod wll s kindred wilments,  Livery bot-
the pold nnder & positive gunrantes to
efect moaure or mopey refuuded, See nd,
i this lsnue, 0

Tre genernl merobnndise sstablinh-
ment foraierly awped by Cofiin & Me Fae-
innd; bns Intely ehaonged haods, now be=
| noder the montrol and . mansgement
of e Mularkond Merdguntile Compnny,
whilaly continmes basioness nt the old stand
willy i lurger stoek 1hinn ever. "

Stuavnn—A fonr-yonrold steer, heaud-
e B 1 on the riba on vlent mide; nlwn
P bieand on orteht bip and on right
L atifle; Lilw mplit b vaght var, Aoy inftoe
bt hon Jading to rencivery of e will
| e chieerfilly rowarded s

Bon Diexren,

Ditdenw Heppoer, Or.
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RPRICE'S

M Baking

Fhic anly Pare Cremm of Tartar

Powder:

Powder, —No Awmionia) o Alum,

Used in Millions of Homes—4q0 Years the Standard
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