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The Stratagem of Irene
Capital Short Story in J. Morton Lewis' Best Vein.

BY J. MOETON LEWIS. the sama poet as this, so if you are
REALLY eannot say it was Irene's |Prese when Mrs Kempshot reads it, do
‘ fuult In any other girl I might |not blush. 1 shall put .it on wswifully
have blamed the action, but when |:I;1z‘.i. -1 feel I owe it to you. I shall
a pair of blue w—aglow with life and |miss you awfully, but 1 daresay Amy
insouecin: veys vou, blame takes|will let me eome sometimes and enjoy
wings, :ﬂ:li-'l'-'“"” the enlprit. [the marmalade she makes so beauti
Yagides. It is Irene—tha 1S up fully. (Irene knows 1 abominate mar-
the whale situation. ‘mal:\du], Please lot me know when thoe
have been friends for i ]\\'euhl-..'z,; will be. I most eome. "'
el friends, if the faet that has| I did mot read any further, although
re d on thros separate |.-,-_--q....-,l'=:.hvro was another page and & half, My
r he friendship a1 o bind- [eyes wandered to Amy., Bhe was facing
s about a : after the |me, the personification of prim and
th . ‘W were sgoated in the |proper maidenhood; very proper and ex
A r r wnd ¢ —.--..,;_;tn-:m":' prim.
ng I B em Then they fell upon Mra Kempshot;
t rt f o better she was stirring her tes and reading a
17 . & low basket|letter. I recognizgd the writing. Be- |
¢ 8 or that was 1 voly fni-:x' h my breath I swore at Irene, sflont
1 r, b the folds|ly and fluently. I went hot snd eold
er peeped leathor |all over. Amy is a delightful girl. Bhe
5 and s few inche f openwork silk will make some man a most charming
8 z. The su one on ber wife, but she is not for me; 1 know my
L1 it golden strands, J limitations,
ther tl rht of her o envious| Mra. Kempshot glanced up from the
11 re Jetter and smiled at me. **What will
going stay with |you have now, Diek?'" ghe said. It was
for u few weeks,'’ ..'1,..‘H-.-- first time she had eallad me Dick
| It was on my tongue to ask her for
It 1 t and |some prussie meid. ‘‘Nothing maore,”’ 1
t ] Ik wild | murmured pohtely.
i My brain was working furicusly. 1
: to Amvg|felt a fool, & cad, and 1 endeavored
Ir eyod tme T : """ lto find some way out of the awful pre
- dieament in whieh I was placed, thanks
I -’ s o4 [t0 Trene. Why should she want to
7 ovted by me. |Write to Mrs. Kempshot! Bbe might
' | have waited until she had heard from
. ‘o b ful |me. My telegram was wague emough.
And it was perfectly true. Oaly an bour
P ATy before 1 had sent it Amy bhad told me
; = |ehe would like to have Irene for a
thought of pro |bridesmaid if ever she was married.
A i R . Why will women jump st eonelusions?
1 How bappy she will be.| I thought it all over uatil my head
. she will make |8ehed. As far as 1 eould seo there was
= eantifully on|00ly one way out of the dilemma-—one
. e n'y '+ | which must brand me a8 & cad for all
VY stoek. |time with the Kempshots,
t a for Mrs. Kampshot put down the letter.
The smile was still on her faes, ‘‘I
lunhe 4 withdrew her foot. |have heard from Irens this morning,'’
Ve ;._.; r point to score she said.
Al wr later 1| rose to take It was a leading question. **Have
hen | Il expect to hear yout'" I replied feebly. ‘“Bo have L™
1 o A when you| Then followed a silence, one whieh
|, smiling in fare |was painful in the extreme. Mra Kemp-
shot finished her eup of tea, drinking
will aceept me?’'|with & precision that was horribla
ref such aw- [Then she pushed baek ber chair.
k sl as you “iMra. Kempahot,'' I said hurriedly,
3 © |““I should Like to speak to you.'’
" did. T shall begin| ‘‘Certainly,”’ she replied, and wait-
L 1 are repenting in & mio- [ed.
There was no help for it now but to
\ go through with my apology as best I
ked Tren I never know (could. “*Alone,’’ 1 said.
« or not. She wae! ‘*Will you ecome into the &rawing,
1 den lv, but there wasi{room?*’
n T aile  playing round the 1 followed her tnte the room and
maoutl losed the door. When I looked areand
b she was standing by the piano, her
| dear, Ehe’s arms half folded. Bbe is ona of those
an ideal wife. Nies |women who always loek siern and
n ¥ou come home angular,
3 ““Mrs. Kempshot,"” I said, **I owe you
re I said an apology.’’
1 followed me ss| Bhe gave me the least possilile help
1 { ga rntt |she eould by vamaining silent.
w must lhave en | ‘T do not know what I[rese comld
ti fter 1 con staving st |bave meant writing to you about L'
the Kempshots for 24 hours. Perhaps( ' I3 was & very nice letter Irens sent
t . y fr the awful L:"a‘\"l_\‘|“":" ¢
ol so—gayety waich would| ‘I expect so; Ireme’s letters are al-
wou Irive a tortoise mad with ennui, [Ways nica’’
At o rate, 1 despatehed a talegram tul ““Indeed!’’ Mm KEKempshot's tones
Tren: e of my walks, It ran:|were frigid
“Amy wants you to come 0 her wed I felt sublimaly misarable. “*But still
ding After I had paid my sixpence, Irene had mo right to jump to the con-
1 thought ne more about it until next|clusion that I was engaged to Amy.'’ I
morning "“Indeed! "’ said Mra Eempshot qz.‘lirl..'i
At the breakfast table a epuple rr.'] No,"” 1 continned, gathering ecour |
Jetters lay awaiting me. Mr. Kampshot |2ge &8 I procesded ‘'L only pent Irene
had gone to town; only Mra. Kempshot |8 Wire saying that Amy would like tnlI
and Amy wers at the table ses her at her wedding. I never sug
Do read your latters if yon would |gested that Amy was going to mr:_-.1
Hke to,'' said Mrs. Kempshot me; nothing was further from -y |
I thanked ber and ol the en-|thoughts '’ |
velope, which was to me in| Mr Kempsbot regarded me elosely. |
Yrens's somowhat sprawling bandwrit- |She leoked more angular than ever. ‘']

! Jon "¢ quits follow you, Jrens said noth
ling in ber leiter aboul you being ea-|

ing.

It wes a long leit

How she must |

T r the J
Y ‘I und juil,*?
i A said the ward ol &
rene had 3 r AVi ard | glowing mining pr
r “1 was ' rdmitted
74 rse there w ¥ one i the gentl :
lor me to de. I did i think took ‘Well, the governor wants & roport
mo exaetly half r to pack my|on conditious in my jail. 1 want yon
| bag Ei-l'-l.' the Kempshots, feeling the | to write it."’
| biggest fool 1 have ever felt in my iife. F i a 4
Straightway on reaching London I| Don 't pout if you don't win. Be kind
went to eall upon Treme. I should find to the winner and them go home and

» 1 1l ’ t o
her in the ,;nrd--:z. the servant told me. break your troubles gently to the gate

I found her in the
whish she bhad sat chatting to me three|
|days hafore. Bhe looked up, and as sha |
raised her eyebrows, ““You

saune chair

‘|:~.l'-" me

|baek in town already?
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““Irene,”’ I suid. ‘'How dare youl''
**What?'' she replied ingennously,
“‘Tuke my beastly telegram seriously
|and write to Mra Kempshot about my
engagement? '

! £ lidn't speak

G
sh

‘Yon to Mra. Eamp
‘““What else eould I do?"" I replied
bitterly, ‘1l mever had any intention
of marrying Amy, and I thought- e
i The rest of my explanation was
drowned in laughter. ‘‘Ilow perfectly
lovely,”" eaid irene, elapping her hands,
**1 am glad you think so,"” I said, ''I
only wish you had seen Mrm Kempshot

instead of me Ireme, what made you

blur gaisies.  Miade ba Druech neck
with cfow sheews snd high
oeck and loag deeves,
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‘‘Bocanse,’’ Irene studied the point : ::'i;" K

of her shoe, ''because I wasn't quite l > 4

suro if you were serious. And L.didn't| | Lovi Strauss & Co., San rrl.u:my

think Amy was quite suitable for you.
Bhe isn’t the girl I should like to soe
you marry."’

“"No,"”” T replied. Than
Trens. Her faece had
“*Irene,’” I said, *'I bel
believe——*

“I'm not,”” sho replind firmly.

Bhe bad placed her hands before her
face. Uoing down on my knees, I gent
ly drew them away. Bhe averted her
eyes, until I whispered a few words to
her.

¢*Yes,'” ghe eonfessed, ‘*that was why
I sont you that letter.'’

I bent mearer and kissed her. *‘For
the fourth time,”” I said, ‘‘will yoo—'’

““Yes,”’ ahe replied. *‘Yes, yes, yes.'’ |

I looked at

no scarlet
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The ground eam be too looss to plant
sweet clover in. Pack it hard after sow
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Merchants, Attention!

There Is Money in Your Ol4 Freight Billa
LIet the Trans-Continental Traffic Asscciation Find It for You

Rooms $31.00 per day up
Rooms wiih privaie baik $2.00 ag

It you are & merchant who pays milresd or express charges wo mn
greatly benefit you and your business ss & member of this Assscistion. 13
is the asim of THE TRANS-OONTINENTAL TRAFFIC ARSOCIATION io
embody all of the shippers and receivars of freight within the Blates of
Oregon and Washingion into ocas strong shippers’ sssocistion.

We are & parmanen) Institntion for the bensfli of (be merchania, with
penoral offices maistained st Portland. This assccistion s prepared o
any ms to handle and give axpert service and information om freight rows-
Ing, tariff rates and el h loss and damage claima,
Interstate Commerce somplainta and rate litigation, In fast, %o proteet amli
assist the shipper from every standpoini of his transportation.

ation, 1

We have proved that an sssoefation of this kad earries strengih snd
eemmands respect of the rallronds, eapecially ln the fllng of claims for
evercharges, ol I ls & 't«ll known fact thet auditing ecompanies, operating
en & parcenitags of the amounis recoversd ss evercharges, have Hitle regpect
or standing with the reilrosada, and that s larger persentage of the elsima
filed by them with the sarriers are declined dus 0 lack of weenasnry evi
hnnndhnvld;-r-qﬂr-dhpnmldﬂ-.-(hﬂlht-mp-m
Bav 8 88 b0 reach lhe higher smiboriiy sver the regular clerieal haly of the
mallroada

To emy sbitpper or reeeiver of freight the services of this associstion are
frmalusble and no eperating business can afford 4o be without it

Weo sarnestly urge every movchant to mbe sdvaniage of ewr BPBOLAL
TRODUCTORY OFFER. Our regulsr mamberahip fee o Ten Dollare
Por thirty days wo will deduet his fos froms the everchargss found in your
freight bills snd retars o you 50 per semd of the balancs, thas, without
any sash euflay, 7ou ars mads s mamber of ene of the streageal asd mosi
afficiond trafflc crgacizstions is the Week

Write Us Today
The Trans-Continental Traffic

. .
Association
Al 412413414415 Panamea Bufifing
Portland, Oregon,
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Mave lsughed as she wrots It lgaged to Amy. Am I to undarstand that
*Dear Dick."" it ran, ""what &2 I|you and she have besn Jokiag together |
py! I easnot tell » how Pl I. sn the subject?’’ 5 |
s I am overjoyed ab fhe g news| *"Well,"” 1 stammereld, *""Trens wmn
90 ovorjoyed thas 1 am wn to |t ng me about Amy (he of day
Pall Miss, EKempshot what sn o ol [ send Ber & lalegram yestord
ary, o young ha has got for a [sayiag that Amy wpuld likg o pee |
tare s;0-in ls Bhe letler wall go by dad her wadding.'’? 4
. .
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