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T he D eacon's Exoneration
Hugh Pendexter Writes One of His Best Short Stories on an 

Ever-Pleasing Subject

IT  w as oil th e  f i r s t  d a y  o f th e  
c o u n ty  f a i r  t h a t  D eaco n  P lu n k e t t  
fe ll f ro m  g ra c e . T h e re  w e re  m a n y  

w h o  m e re ly  p it ie d  h im  fo r  e v e r  
w a g e r in g  h is  h a r d - e a r n e d  m o n ey  
o n  th e  g a u n t  m a re  A b ig a il’s  P r id e , 
b u t  th e  in s is te n c e  o f  th e  s p i te fu l  few  
t h a t  he  be d is c ip lin e d  c a r r ie d  th e  day , 
a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  t h r e e  fe llo w  c h u r c h 
m e n  m e t in  so lem n  c o n c la v e  to  m e te  
o u t  ju s tic e .

T h e  p o s tm a s te r ,  a  s ta u n c h  e ld e r , 
p re s id e d  a n d  d u ly  r e a d  th e  c h a rg e s .  
T h e  p o o r d e a c o n  c o u ld  o n ly  g ro a n  
a n d  g a ze  a p p e a l in g ly  f ro m  o n e  s te r n  
fa c e  to  a n o th e r  a n d  b r e a th e  h u r r i e d 
ly , a s  if  p re s se d  fo r  a ir .  T h e  sessio n  
w a s  h e ld  in  th e  b a c k  ro o m  o f  th e  p o s t-  
o ff ice . o v e r lo o k in g  th e  o ld -s ty le , h a lf -  
m ile  t r a c k ,  w h e re  e v e n  now  th e  f a i r  
m a n a g e r s  w e re  p r e p a r in g  fo r  th e  
m o rro w  by  d ra g g in g  b ru s h  a ro u n d  
th e  c irc le .

T h e  r a in  h a d  in te r r u p te d  th e  ra c e s  
a f t e r  th e  d a y  o f th e  d e a c o n 's  d o w n 
fa l l ,  b u t th e  c u lp r i t ,  e v en  a m id  h is  
h e a v y  g ro a n s  re a liz e d  th e  s u n  a n d  
w in d  w o u ld  th o ro u g h ly  d r y  th e  g ra v e l 
in s id e  o f th e  n e x t tw e n ty - fo u r  h o u rs .

“ W al, B r o th e r  P lu n k e t t ,  h o w  d ’ye 
p le a d  to  th is  c h a r g e  o f s in fu lly  b e t-  
t i n ’ on  a  h o ss  r a c e ? ” r e p e a te d  th e
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p o s tm a s te r  g ra v e ly , h is  a n g u la r  ja w  
th r u s t in g  fo r w a rd  w ith  a  P u r i ta n ic  
f ix ity  o f p u rp o s e .

“ L a w d ! W h a t  c a n  I  say , e ld e r?  
T h a t  p e sk y  W ld d e r  P e a s ly  s a y s  sh e  
see  m e  p la n k  d o w n  a  h a l f  d o l la r  on  
t h ’ fe n c e  a n ’ th e n  s e e  A b  T h o m a s  
c o v e r  i t  w ith  a n o th e r  h a l f  d o l la r ,” 
m o a n e d  th e  d easo n .

“ W e’re  s u rp r is e d  D e ac o n  P lu n k e t t ,  
t h a t  a  m a n  o f  y o u r  y e a r s  s h o u ld  be 
so w e a k ,” g ro w le d  H ira m  W h i t te n ’s 
h e a v y  b ass , a n d  h e  w r in k le d  h is  nose  
so u r ly , w h ile  h is  h a lf -c lo s e d  ey es  
g a v e  no  in t im a tio n  o f le n ie n cy . “ I t  
w o u ld  seem  b r e a th e r in g ,  t h a t  a s  th e  
D eaco n  h a s  w ell n ig h  c o n fe ss e d  w e 
c a n  o n ly  r e tu r n  a  v e rd ic t  o f g u il ty  a s  
c h a rg e d , a n ’ le a v e  i t  f o r  th e  c o n g re g a 
tio n  to  s ay  w h a t  s h a l l  be d o n e .”

“ M eb b e  w e o u g h t  to  d ig  in to  th is  a  
b it  d e e p e r ,” s u g g e s te d  th e  t h i r d  in 
v e s tig a to r ,  H e a d  S e le c tm a n  C a r r .  “ I ’ve 
k n o w n  B r o th e r  P lu n k e t t  so  lo n g  It 
d o n ’t  see m  p o s s ib le  h e  c o u ld  go 
a ro u n d  b e t t in ’ m o n e y  on  h o ss  ra c e s . 
M ebbe  h is  m in d  w a s  u p s e t  in  so m e  
w ay . W h a t  h o s s  d id  ye  b e t  on, 
d e a c o n ? ”

T h e  p o s tm a s te r ’s ey e  g l in te d  w ith  
in te r e s t  a s  h e  s q u a r e d  h is  e lb o w s  a n d  
w ot h is  p e n c il,  w h ile  M r. W h it te n  
s h a d e d  h is  g a ze  w ith  o n e  lo n g  b o n y  
h a n d , a n d  in c lin e d  h is  h e a d  a  b it  to 
c a tc h  th e  a n sw e r.

“ O n t h a t  d e rn e d  A b ig a il’s P r id e ,” 
s ig h e d  th e  d e ac o n . “ S h e  s t r u c k  m e 
a s  s u c h  a  s w e e t n a tu r ’d d r iv e r ,  s u c h  
a  c h e e r fu l ,  g a m e y  l i t t l e  m a re , t h a t  I 
d id n ’t th in k  i t  w a s  g a m b lin ’. W h y , 
I ’d a  sw o re  A b T h o m a s  d id n ’t  h a v e  
a  g h o s t  o f a  sh o w . A n ’ w h e re  th e r e  
a in 't  n o  c h a n c e  to  lose  I d o n ’t  see 
h o w  it  is  g a m b lin ’.”

“ I n e v e r  lik e d  t h ’ w ay  s h e  c a r r ie d  
h e r  h e a d ,” o b s e rv e d  M r. C a r r  m ild ly .

“ I d u n n o  a b o u t  t h a t , ” p ro te s te d  M r. 
W h itte n , s h a k in g  h is  h e a d  s to u t ly  a n d  
p u rs in g  u p  h is  lips. “ S h e  a lw a y s  
s t ru c k  m e  a s  b e in ’ u n u s u a l ly  c le a n  
g a ite d  fo r w a r d .”

“ W h y , a  m a n  t h a t  w o u ld  b e t  on  
t h a t  n a g .” c r ie d  th e  p o s tm a s te r  
s tra n g ly ,  “ a in ’t  no  g a m b le r .  H e ’s je s t  
c o m m o n  c razy , t h a t ’s  a ll .  I  w o u ld n ’t  
p u t  a  p e n n y  on  h e r  to  b e a t  a  h e a r s e  
— t h a t  is, ’s p o s in ’ I w a s  s in fu l  e n o u g h  
to  b e t  on  a  h o ss  r a c e .”

“ S h e  m a d e  goo d  t im e  la s ’ fa ll  on 
t h ’ D u rg in v ll le  t r a c k ,” d e fe n d e d  M r.

I W h it te n  s h o r t ly .  “ T r a c k  w as  m u d d y , 
to o .”

“ S h e ’s a  h u m m e r  o n  a  w e t tr a c k ,  
i T h a t ’s w h y  to m o r ro w  w ill see  h e r  
j le a v in ’ e v e r y th in g  b e h in d  h e r  a s  if 
f th e y  w a s  h itc h e d . W h y , S im  C o le ’s
I h ire d  m a n  to ld  m e  y e s te rd a y  t h a t  
¡ a f t e r  a  r a in  lik e  w e ’re  ju s t  b e e n  h a v in ’
| s h e ’ll go  th r o u g h  t h ’ f ie ld  lik e  a
s t r e a k .”

M r. C a r r  p r ic k e d  u p  h is  e a r s  a n d  
• tw is te d  n e rv o u s ly  in  h is  c h a i r ,  w h ile  j 
i th e  p o s tm a s te r  b i t  h is  p e n c i l d u b i - , 
jo iis ly  a n d  s n e e re d . “ W h a t  d o e s  Sim  
C o le ’s  m a n  k n o w  a b o u t  h e r ,  a n y w a y ? ” )

“ H e  to o k  c a re  o f  h e r  a t  t h ’ D u rg in  
v ille  t r a c k ,” in fo rm e d  th e  d eaco n .

J “ H e  k n o w s  a  h o s s  a ll  r ig h t ,”  de-1 
d a r e d  M r. W h it te n  d re a m ily . “ B u t!

II  c a n ’t  s ay  I l ik e  t h ’ w a y  th* m a r e  
w a s  h a n d le d  t 'o th e r  day . S eem s if

j h e r  d r iv e r  f r e t t e d  h e r  a t  t h ’ s t r e tc h .”
“ S h e  g re w  w u ss  a n ’ w u ss  in  e v e ry  

! h e a t ,” a d d e d  th e  p o s tm a s te r ,  lis tle ss ly .
“ S h e ’d  p ro b a b ly  m a k e  a  f in e  sh o w - 

! in ’ to m o r r e r  if  s h e  w as g iv en  a  f a i r  
c h a n c e ,”  la m e n te d  M r. C a r r .

“ A n ’ s h e ’ll g i t  t h ’ c h a n c e ,”  c r ie d  I 
‘ th e  d e ac o n , s e e m in g  to  fo r g e t  th e  
j h a z a rd  o f h is  p o s itio n , “ fo r  S im ’s m a n  
| is g o in ’ to  h a n d le  h e r .  L a w d ! I p ity  
j th e m  fo lk s  t h a t 's  w e ak  an* s in fu l 
j e n o u g h  to  b e t a g in  h e r .  I fe e l so  r e -  
I p e n te n t  I c a l’c la te  It’s  m y  d u ty  to  
| w a rn  ’e m  a l l .”

“ N o ,” d e c id ed  th e  p o s tm a s te r  f i r m 
ly. “ I t  a in ’t  y o u r  d u ty , E g b e r t ,  to  do  
t h a t . ”

“ I s h o u ld  s a y  n o t ,”  c r ie d  M r. W h i t 
te n . h is  e y e s  g li t te r in g .

“ B u t fo lk s  w ill be  g iv in ' o d d s  
a g a in s t  h e r ."  p ro te s te d  th e  d e a c o n  
h u m b ly . " J o s h u a  B u n n e l ls  s ay s  h e 'l l  
b e t  a  d o l la r  'n  a  h a l f  to  s e v e n ty  c e n ts  
s h e ’s  d is ta n c e d ."

“ I t  a in ’t  o u r  d u ty  to  sav e  J o s h  B u n 
n e lls ’ m o n e y  f o r  h im ,"  re m in d e d  M r 
C a r r  d ec is iv e ly . T h e n  h e  a d d e d . "A n ' 
so  J o s h  Is s to p p in ' h e re  a t  th ' v illa g e  
th i s  w eek , e h ? ”

“ H e’s  w o rk ln  a t  t h ’ liv e ry  s ta b le  
lu r in ’ t h ’ f a i r ,"  in fo rm e d  th e  d e ac o n .

"H ra,” m u ttered  th e  p ostm aster , 
ey e in g  Mr. W h itten ’s  u n fa ir  prox im ity  
te  th e  door in  g lo o m y  d isgu st. “W a l,” 
h e  f la a l ly  added , “seeln* a s  how  D e a 
con  P lu n k e tt  Is rep en ta n t a n ’ don 't 
k n ow  h ard ly  n o th in ’ a b ou t b osses , I 
g u ess  w e’ll draw  up a  rep ort say in ' he  
is  InneroenL**

“ I ’m  in  a  h u r r y ,” e x p la in e d  M r. 
W h itte n , " a n ’ I g u e ss  I ’ll s ig n  m y  
n a m e  to  th is  b la n k  s h e e t  a n ’ le t  ye f il l 
t h ’ r e p o r t  to  s u i t  y o u rs e lf , E ld e r .”

" I ’d t r u s t  t h ’ E ld e r  to  s ay  t h ’ r ig h t  
th in g ,"  a d d e d  M r. C a r r  w a rm ly , a s  h e  
fo llo w e d  th e  o th e r ’s  ex am p le .

T h e  p o s tm a s te r  fro w n e d , a n d  w h e n  
le f t  a lo n e  w ro te  h is  b r ie f  r e p o r t  m o s t 
h u r r ie d ly .  T h e n  h e  ja m m e d  o n  h is  
h a t  a n d  s a u n te re d  c a re le s s ly  d o w n  th e  
s t r e e t  to w a rd  th e  l iv e ry  s ta b le .

T h e  e x o n e r a t io n  o f th e  d e a c o n  w as 
w a rm ly  a p p la u d e d  by  th e  m a jo r i ty  
t h a t  n ig h t.  H is  lo n g  Ilf© o f c o r r e c t  
liv in g  a n d  h is  m a n y  k in d ly  d e e d s  w e re  
n o t  to  be  o u tw e ig h e d  by  o n e  fo o lish  
a c t ,  i t  w a s  u rg e d , a n d  w ith  a  b la n d  
s m ile  h e  a c c e p te d  fo rg iv e n e s s  a n d  
b u s t le d  a b o u t  h is  d u t ie s  w ith  a ll  h is  
o ld - t im e  en e rg y .

T h e  m o rro w  saw  th e  s a m e  b la n d  
s m ile  o n  h is  fa c e  a s  h e  s lo w ly  e n te re d  
th e  f a i r  g ro u n d s , w h e re  h e  m e t  th e  
t r i b u n a l  o f  y e s te rd a y  in  t h e  im m e d i
a te  v ic in ity  o f t h e  s ta b le s .

“ L o o k in ’ a t  t h ’ h o s s e s ? "  h e  a s k e d  
g e n ia lly  o f th e  p o s tm a s te r .

T h e  p o s tm a s te r  b i t  a t  a  s t r a w  r e 
f le c tiv e ly  a n d  th e n  in  a  c o n f id e n tia l  
to n e  r e tu r n e d ,  “ T h ’ m o re  I  see  o f A b i
g a i l ’s P r id e ,  t h ’ m o re  fo o lish  I  th in k  
y e  w a s  to  b e t  on  h e r ."

“ I th in k  s h e 's  g o n e  p lu m  la m e ,” de** 
d a r e d  M r. C a r r ,  jo in in g  th e  o th e r  tw < \

“ S h o e s  to o  h e a v y ,”  a d d e d  M r. W h it*  
te n  f ro m  th e  o th e r  s ide .

A n d  in  v in d ic a tio n  o f  th e  t r i o ’s ju d g -  
m e n t  A b ig a il’s P r id e  t h a t  a f te rn o o n ,  
d e s p ite  th e  s h re w d  jo c k e y in g  o f S a m  
C o le ’s  h ir e d  m a n , p ro v e d  a  c o m p le te  
f a i lu r e ,  a n d  w as th o ro u g h ly  d is 
ta n c e d .

“T h o u g h t  ye  s a id  s h e  w a s  a ll  
h u n k y -d o r y  on  a  m u d d y  t r a c k , ’* 
s n a r le d  th e  p o s tm a s te r ,  a s  h is  f r ie n d s  
s i le n tly  s lo u c h e d  in to  th e  b a c k  ro o m .

“ S im p ly  c h a in  l ig h tn in ’ to  g o ,’* 
s n e e re d  M r. W h it te n  b i t te r ly  a s  h® 
m e c h a n ic a l ly  s la p p e d  a n  e m p ty  
p o c k e t.

“ A  d o l la r  ’n  a  h a l f  to  70 c e n ts ,*  
m u m b le d  M r. C a r r  d e sp o n d e n tly .

" W a l, I ’m  d o d  ro t te d  g la d  y© lo s t  
o n  th ’ f i r s t  d a y ’s r a c in ’, P l u n k e t t  
W ish  y e ’d  lo s t  to d a y ,”  g ro w le d  th© 
p o s tm a s te r .

"S o  d o  I ,"  a d d e d  M r. W h it te n  g rim ly .
“ I  c a n ’t  lo se  a ll  t h ’ t im e ,” g r in n e d  

th© d e a c o n  c o m p la c e n tly ,  e d g in g  to 
w a rd  th e  d o o r. “ J im  S iib y 's  ro a n , 
B lu e fly , lo o k e d  p u r ty  goo d  to  m e  to 
d ay , a n ’ I  h e d g ed  a  b i t .”

“ A r e g ’la r  g a m b le r ,” g a sp e d  M r. 
C a r r  a s  th e  d o o r  s o f tly  c lo se d  a n d  th© 
t r i o  w e re  le f t  a lo n e .

The Hum of the 
Blizzard Makes Me Smile

“ T h e  lo u d e r sh e  h u m s th e  m o r t I sm ile—it m eans th e  filling o f m y  silo 
o f stuff m y  cow s like  an d  th riv e  o n —it m eans th a t m y  crop  is being  
rap id ly  p u t  aw ay  w h e re  w e a th e r  does  no t b o ther. I d on ’t  h av e  to  

i w a it fo r good w ea th e r like you  do  an d  ru n  th e  risk  o f losing m y crop . 
T h a t h u m  is m usic  to  m e— aorta seem s like th e  old  B lizzard is sinig-
ing  over th e  good w ork  it’s doing . Yes, it’s  a  B lizza rd . W hy? W ell,—

th e  boys  h u stle . T h e y  h av e  to, to  k eep  u p  w ith  it. T h e  Blizzard
few  m inu tes  a n d  you  w o n ’t need  a n  answ er.

h a rd ly  ever chokes, cause th e  th ro a t is so la rg e  an d  c lear. No, th e re  
is  no  danger. T h e  gears  a re  all sh ie lded  an d  a  p u ll o f th a t lever 

| n e a r  Jo h n ’s h a n d  instantly  stops, s ta r ts  o r  reverses th e  feed  rolls 
T h e  Blizzard is d ifferen t from  m ost silo fillers.

Y ou see the  Blizzard p eo p le  s ta rted  to  b u ild  s ilo  filler« befo re  an y  one  e lse  
a n d  d ecided  to b u ild  a« sim ple  a n d  a s  g ood  a  m ach ina  a s  possible. M o st 

sep ara te  cu tte r, fly w h e e l a n d  fan, b u t th e  Blizzard p eo p le  
k ea  less  w earin g  p a rts  a n d  tak es  less  p o w er to

------# —----------------- jf th a t  m ad e  m e  tak e  to the  Blizzard is th a t  no
n  adjusting  th e  k n ives to  th e  sh ear p late . T h e re  is  a  d e v ic e  

sh a ft b y  w h ich  th is  is  d o n e  w h ile  they  a re  running  full b last.

- > If I w e re  you 
I 'd s itr ig h td o w n  
and  w rite  for 
a  copy o f th e  
Blizzard book.

an d  o n e  of their 
com plete  ca ta 
logs. It w ill tell | 
you  a  lo t of | 
th in g s  th a t you 

Light to  know ,
. h e th e ry o u  in 

ten d  to  p u t  up  
silage th is  sea-

A TELEPHONE BOOTH AT TOUR ELBOW

The Kracker Telephone Muffler
For "Complete Confidential Conversation*"

PRICE: $3.50
HOW OFTEN HAVE YOU WISHED FOR ABSOLUTE 

PRIVACY AT YOUR PHONE?
A t luat w .  h a v e  an ln *en lou a  d ev ice  th a t h a p p ily  com b ln ea  e ffe c -  

tlveneaa an d  c o n v en ien ce  to  th w a rt t h .  " d la ln t.re* ted ‘' eavead rop per.
O f c o u n e ,  a  m in ia tu re , booth  or h o ed  a leo  a fford a  r o n fid en tia l-  

converaatlona, bu t It tak ea up con ald erab le  r o o m — la uaually  hot and  
a tu ffy  w h en  in  uee— and you are oM Iced to  g o  to  th e  booth .

W h ich  la to  aay n o t h in ,  o f th e  d lap arity  In coat.
T he K rack er  T elep h o n e  M u ffler  costa  II.SO, occu p ies  a  few  tnchea  

o f apace on th e  m o u th p iece  o f  phone-—a n d  la a t your d h o w  w h en ev er  
you n eed  It.

I t  la Inatantly a tta ch ed  or d e ta ch ed . N on -corroa lve  and  th o r o u fh ly  
aanltary.

H O W  IT  IS  D O V E — W hen you apeak Into th e  K ra ck er  M uffler, th e  
eound w avea, to ,e t h e r  w ith  th e  a ir ex p e lled  from  th e  lu n p ,  ,r> forw ard , 
and are  th en  carr ied  th r o u th  a eptral co ll o f  a lu m in u m .

I f  yo u r  d ea ler  ca n 't aup ply  you , w e 'll ahlp order, ch a rg es  prepaid , 
upon rece ip t o f  price, I I .I * .

F O R  SALK BY

Commerce Utility Corporation
d l l  to  * 15 P a n a m a  B id , . .  P o rtlan d . O regon. J


