
\

PART TWO DALLAS, OREGON. FEBRUARY 1.1, 1913. FOUR PAGES

Dr. Cook Says He Isn’t “Colossal Liar’ and Attacks Rear-Admiral Peary ThorPe Lo*esJ Amateur RankFam ous Polar Controversy Is O pened Again by Explorer W hose Claims of Discovery Have B een D enounced as F raudulent by His Enemies

“ Accused of being  the  m o st colossal l ia r  in  h is to ry ,I  some­
tim es feel th a t  more lies h a v e  been to ld  about me th an  about 
anyone ever born. I  have been gu ilty  of m any m istakes. 
M ost men rea lly  tru e  to  them selves adm it th a t .  My claim  to 
th e  N orth  Pole m ay alw ays be questioned. Y et, when I  re ­
gard  the  lies g re a t and sm all a tta c h e d  to me, I  am filled  a l­
m ost w ith  ind ifference.

“ As a  popular illu stra tio n  of the  sort o f yarn s th a t  were 
to ld , le t me re fe r  to the  foolish  fake  of th e  gum drop. 
(Someone s ta r te d  the story  th a t  I  expected to  reach th e  Pole 
b y  b rib ing  th e  Eskim os w ith  gum  drops; perhaps th e  idea was 
th a t  I  was to  lu re  them on from  po in t to po in t w ith  regularly  
issued rations of these confections.

“ W herever I  w ent on my lec tu re  to u r a f te r  my re tu rn  to  
th e  U nited  S ta tes , much to  m y  ir rita tio n , I  saw  ‘C ook’ gum 
drops conspicuously d isplayed in confectionery  store windows. 
H undreds of pounds of gum d rops were sen t to  my hotel w ith  
th e  com plim ents of the  m anufactu re rs . On a ll sides I  heard 
th e  gum-drop story , and in a lm ost every  paper read  the  re­
ite ra te d  ta le  o f leading th e  E skim os to the  Pole by dangling  
a  gum drop on a  s tr in g  befo re  them. I  never denied th is, 
a s  I  never denied any of the  fakes p rin ted  about me. The 
fa c t is th a t  I  never heard th e  gum-drop yarn  un til I  came 
to  N ew  York. We took no gum  drops w ith  us on our P olar 
tr ip , and, to  my knowledge, no Eskimo a te  a  gum drop while 
w ith  m e.“ —Dr. Frederick A. Cook.

In  th e  ann a ls  of A rctic  exploration 
there  is no th ing  to  com pare w ith the  
case of Dr. Cook. H e has been ac­
claim ed and  honored: he has been 
denounced and condemned. H e has 
been hailed  as th e  f irs t  man to  pene­
t ra te  th e  frozen N orth  to  th e  axle 
of th e  ea rth , as the  f irs t  to reach the 
“ B ig N a i l“  of the  Eskimos. Then, 
D r. Cook has been denounced as “ th e  
most colossal lia r in h is to ry ,“  as he 
says him self.

The career of Dr. Cook since his 
claim  to  A rctic  honors f irs t  th rilled  
the w orld is  too well known to  need 
discussion here. I t  is  enough to say 
th a t  he w as the  cen ter of the  m ost 
sensational conflict ever known and 
th a t  he, him self, now feels th a t he 
m ost defend  his achievem ents. I t  is 
not in th e  province of th is  a rtic le  to 
espouse th e  cause of Dr. Cook, b u t 
i t  canno t be am iss to give som ething 
of w hat th e  explorer has to  say. He 
is now m aking  a lecture to u r of th e  
U nited S ta tes, g iv ing  from  th e  stage 
h is version o f his case.

For C urren t F ea tu res Dr. Cook has 
prepared an  a rtic le  which deals w ith  
w hat he calls th e  “ P o la r Contro­
v e rsy ,1 * s ta r tin g  w ith th e  tim e he and 
his tw o Eskim o com panions s ta rte d  
back from  th e  top o f th e  ea rth :

“ On th e  re tu rn  jou rney  our d if f i ­
culties w ere even g re a te r  th a n  on the  
upward m arch. The ice began to 
b reak  and -»epavate; th e re  w as open 
w ater w ith  continuous fogs W ith 
clouded skies, it  was impo- ible to

♦ erm ine the  d r if t  of the  » under 
our ii '♦ W<* were ca rrie  uncon­
sciously f a r  to  the  west am i south 
■>f our course, and. when -i « - f ina lly  
«deared and we got an observation, 
we found ourselves nwa,\ down in 
Crown P rince G ustav Nea. A fte r a 
long and  tedious journey , w ith  s ta rv ­
a tion  s ta r in g  us in th e  face, we 
fina lly  reached Jones Sound, and here, 
on Cape Sparbo, we stayed  through 
out an o th er long w in te r n ight. We 
a te  th e  m eat of th e  musk-ox and 
used th e ir  fa t  fo r fuel and th e ir  skins 
for c lothing. W e spen t th e  w in ter in 
an old cave. E arly  in M arch we
sta rted  fo r th e  long re tu rn  inarch to 
our G reenland camp. A fte r  m any de­
tours, to  avoid open w ate r, and m any 
narrow  escapes from  s ta rv a tio n , we ! 
fina lly  got back to  our G reenland 
«•amp and here we saw fo r the  firs t 
tim e in fou rteen  m onths o th er human ! 
faces except our own. H ere w ith 
th e ir  people I  le f t my tw o Eskimo ; 
companions, splendid, fa ith fu l, helpful 
m anly fellow s they  had been! They 
had gone w ith me to  th e  Pole and 
back, had suffered  all of tlie  to rtu res 
l  had su ffe red , had endured all the 
hardships uncom plainingly, not for 
money, no t fo r honor—for th ey  can 
not ap p rec ia te  e ith e r—b u t simply be­
cause th ey  w ished to  be useful to one 
whom th ey  choose to call a  friend. 
They deserve ju s t as much cred it as 
I do fo r th e  resu lt of th e  expedition, 
and I  w ant you to  rem em ber them , 
to rem em ber th e ir  nam es: Ah we-lah
and E-tuk-i shook.

“ Now we were back to  our Green 
land cam p; we w ere h a lf s ta rved , a l­
m ost unable to  walk. We naturally  
looked around fo r som ething to  ea t, j 
especially from our own school. But. 
sad to  sav, du ring  our absence some 
one else cam e along and took thaf 
camp, took ev ery th ing  we had in the  
north world. This b rings us to the 
f irs t  ch ap te r  o f w hat is known as the 
P o lar Controversy.

“ Two m onths a f te r  I  had  reached 
the Pole, tw o b ig  ships s ta rted  north 
for th e  Pole. They w ent north w ith 
the  usual press bom bast. At al>out 

"the same tim e my com panion. Ru­
dolph F ranke, who had been le ft in 
G reenland to  guard supplies, was 
sick. He was in despera te  shape; he

needed help. He s ta rte d  south, aim- 
ing to get some assistance from  the  
Danish w haleships in N orth  S ta r  Buy. 
W ith boat and sled he fought an a l­
most unhum an b a ttle  and reached 
N orth  S tar, bu t too late. The last 
ship had gone, th e re  would no t be an ­
o ther fo r ano ther year. H e appealed 
to  those ever k ind ly  wild people. 
They nursed him  as best they  could 
and aided him to  get back north, 
aim ing to  get him  back to my camp 
a t  A nnoatok. They did g e t him  back 
as f a r  as E ta h , only 25 miles south of 
my camp, b u t here F ran k e  w as un ­
able to  go ano ther step. H e was
sick ; lie had  no t had a  morsel of 
civilized food in tw o m onths. H e lay  
down on th e  rocks and expected  to 
d ie .

“ W hile he was ly ing  on those 
rocks, two" b ig ships came in to  tn a t 
harbor fly ing  tHe A m erican flag. 
F ran k e  w as g lad ; he w as happy. He 
pulled him self together and  w ent out 
and boarded th e  ship “ R oosevelt.“  
H e w ent up to  the  galley and asked 
fo r a  cup of coffee. T h a t coffee was 
refused, b u t th a t wasn ’t  th e  w orst, he 
w as forcib ly  p u t o ff th a t  ship in the  
presence of a dozen o ther men. H ere 
was a  sick, a hungry , dying m an re ­
fused a cup of coffee from an A m eri­
can ship, f i t te d  out a t public expense!

“ F ran k e  w ent back to  h is rocks 
and prayed th a t  ho m ight die, to  be 
relieved of his m isery. Those two 
ships stayed there  two days. Then 
Mr. P eary  changed heart. In  the 
m eantim e he had learned from  the  
Eskim os th a t  a f te r  all F ranke was 
not a beggar. H e had no money, bu t 
he did have in his possession fu rs  and 
ivory  w orth ten  thousand dollars. He 
had under his direction my camp 
north  of there , which camp wa9 out

of h is reach, b u t w as w orth tw enty- 
five  thousand dollars. H ere w as 
th irty -f iv e  thousand dollars to  gain 
and Mr. P eary  changed h eart. He 
called F ranke aboard  the  ship, offered  
him a  cup of coffee and a  square 
meal and gave him tw o b ig  goblets 
of w hiskey. H e then called F ranke 
to h is p riv a te  cabin :uid th ere  the 
follow ing conversation took place: 
Mr. P eary  said  to  F ranke, ‘You are 
a very  sick man. I f  you stay  here 
you w ill die. I f  you go home you 
m ay live. * F ran k e  knew th a t. ‘ You 
may go home on one of these  ships, 
b u t before you do so you m ust tu rn  j 
over every th ing  th a t  belongs to your 
self, and every th in g  th a t  belongs to j 
Dr. Cook. You w ill not be a llo w ed ! 
to  ta k e  any  records hom e., There 
was no a lte rn a tiv e , th e  man did it. 
B ut w h at law  of w hat land would 
g ra n t i t f

“ H ere is, f irs t , a  d as ta rd ly  under 
handed tr ic k  to  steal th irty -f iv e  thou- i 
sand dollars, b u t th a t  i s n ’t  the  worst, j 
I t  w as a de liberate  a ttem p t a t  m ur­
der. F or in ta k in g  my camp, all of 
my food supplies, he w as a ttem p tin g  
to s ta rv e  me out, to  p rev en t my re 
tu rn  to  civilization. H ere M r. P eary  
did a  th in g  fo r which he would be 
hanged, and r ig h tly  so, in a  m ining 
camp, b u t he nex t d id worse. Tw en­
ty -five  miles south of E tah , in a 
region of b leak rocks and glaciers, 
in a  region of death-dealing  storm s, 
Mr. P eary  deserted  tw o innocent, 
helpless children. Two l i t t le  boys, 
h is own flesh  and blood, h is own 
children, were le f t the re  to  s ta rv e  
and freeze in th a t  cheerless world. 
Those poor l i t t le  ones are  th e re  to ­
day, c ry ing  fo r  bread and m ilk and 
a  fa th e r. The m eanest th ie f  in all 
th e  world would not do th a t. Mr. 
P eary  d it  it. Can th a t  m an be honest 
in any th in g ?  T hat is th e  k ind  of 
man who tr ie d  to  s t ir  heaven and 
ea rth  and the  o ther place, m ostly  th e  
o ther place, to  overthrow  my claim.

“ One of those ships w ent south, 
ca rry in g  F m nke w ith it. The othei 
w ent north , stayed fo r a  year, came 
back on the  follow ing y ea r  to  th is  
same place a t  E tah , and there, from  
m y Eskim os, Mr. P eary  learned fo r 
th e  f i r s t  tim e tjia t  I  had reached the  
Pole a  y ear ahead of him . H e g a th ­
ered all the  in form ation  he could and 
th en  p u t on fu ll speed and rushed to 
the  w ireless s ta tio n  a t  L abrador. Hero 
he sen t through a b rie f message say­
ing th a t  he also had reached th e  Pole.
I  had  go tten  to  Copenhagen about a 
w eek previous to  th is, and had 
prom ptly  given to th e  world my com­
ple te  repo rt. T h a t rep o rt was public 
p roperty , as all of ray m aterial a l ­
w ays has been. T h a t rep o rt w as a t  
th a t  w ireless sta tion  in L abrador. Mr. 
P eary  took i t  from  th e  operato r, w ent 
behind the  rocks and stayed fo r a 
week, d igested  th a t  repo rt and then 
came fo rth  and issued h is report. 
E very  A rctic  explorer a t  once said 
th e  P e a ry  rep o rt was a scientific du

plicate  of m ine; th a t, because of the 
paralle l m aterial which it  contained 
th a t i t  e ither proved my position a t 
the  Pole, or i t  proved th a t  he had 
borrowed from  the  previously pub­
lished report. You a re  then  asked to 
ta k e  th is  m a n ’s rep o rt as th e  tru th , 
and to tak e  mine as a  lie. W hy? 
W hy was i t  necessary to  p u t th is 
leprous spot upon th e  fab ric  of clean 
hum an endeavor? Y out cannot under­

stand  th a t  unless you u nderstand  th is 
man, and I  w an t you to  understand  
him.

“ We nex t go down to  W ashington, 
th e  home of th e  “ Steam  R oller.“  
H ere we have th e  so-called N ational 
Geographical Society, an organization  
which is no more national th an  the 
N ational Cash R egister, b u t they

came forw ard , posing as experts 
pass upon both cases, Mr. P e a ry ’s and 
mine, to  se ttle  fo r all tim es and  all 
peoples the question of d istribu tion  
of P o lar honors. B ut w hence th e ir 
au th o rity ?  Who are  its  m em bers/ 
For two dollars per, any m an, woman 
or child in th is  audience becomes a 
geographer in th a t  society, fo r the 
same money th e  man who sweeps the 
s tree ts  becomes w ith  equal fac ility  a

geographer in th a t  society. Now, as 
an organ ization  of political shrim ps, 
th a t  is all r ig h t, b u t as a  sc ien tific  
body i t  is a  colossal humbug, and 
those of my readers who are  mem­
bers o f th a t  soceity  a re  a  p a rty  to 
th a t  hum bug. T w o-thirds of th e  new s­
paper ed ito rs  o f th is  country  a re  two- 

(C ontinued on page th ree)

to Professionalism of Long 
Standing and  Loses 

His M edals
Jam es Thorpe—Jim  Thorpe to  those 

who follow a th le tic  even ts— has a d ­
m itted  th a t  he is a  professional. T hat 
m eans th a t  he has accepted  money 
fo r his serv ices in a th le tic  compe­
tition . T hat m eans th a t he is fo r ­
ever barred  from  ta k in g  p a r t  in track  
m eets, foo tball gam es or baseball 
games in w hich am ateu rs figure, and, 
m ost especially , th a t  he m ay not 
again show his w onderfu l prowess in 
th e  Olympic games, th a t  g re a t in te r­
national congress of a th le tes . Thorpe 
is, undoubtedly, th e  g re a te s t all 
around a th le te  in the  w orld. H e is a 
Sac and Fox Ind ian , a  s tu d en t a t  the  
Carlisle school fo r Ind ians. W ith in  
a li t t le  more th an  h a lf  a  y ea r  Thorpe, 
a t  S tockholm  and in com petition 
ag a in s t th e  world, estab lished  a  new 
record and showed his suprem acy. He 
w as recen tly  charged w ith  having 
played professional baseball w ith  the  
W inston-Salem  team  in N orth  C aro­
lina. W hen the  charge w as brought 
home to  him  Thorpe confessed th a t 
ho had been a professional since 1910; 
th a t, technically , a t  leas t, he had 
tak en  Olympic honors under false  
pretenses. H is confession was con 
ta in ed  in a  le tte r  to  th e  reg istra  
tion  com m ittee of th e  A m ateu r A th 
le tic Union, which organ ization  has 
general supervision over the  eligibil 
l ty  of a ll a th le te s  who are  not in 
sports fo r a livelihood. T his board 
w as in session in New Y ork C ity  a t 
th e  tim e, convening to  decide 
T h o rp e’s case. In  ex tenuatioh  of his 
conduct, Thorpe said th a t  he dicl not 
know th a t  he had done any th ing  
w rong, as on th e  same team  w ith  him 
in  1910 w ere several college men who 
w ere spending th e ir  vacations playing 
baseball fo r pay. These, said  Thorpe, 
w ere regarded  as am ateurs, and ho 
could see no reason w hy he ;ilso 
should not re ta in  his stand ing . Also, 
the  In d ian  sta te d  th a t  he d id not play 
for th e  money offered him, but be­
cause ho loved th e  game.

H is record is rem arkab le . H is w in­
n ing  of th e  pen tath lon  and  decathlon 
even ts a t  th e  Olympic gam es in Sw e­
den and la te r  his w onderfu l perform ­
ance in w inn ing  th e  all-around cham 
pionship o f the  A m ateur A thletic 
Union a t  Celtic P ark , New York, last 
Septem ber, stam ped him as the  most 
m arvelous a th le te  o f m odern times. 
In add ition , h is prow ess as a  football 
p layer d u rin g  th e  season of 1912 
brought to  him th e  honor o f being 
given a place on th e  All-American 
football eleven, a  “ p a p e r“  team  
picked by lead ing  sp o rtin g  experts 
front am ong the  best in th e  g re a t col 
lege game.

Thorpe will be requ ired  to  re tu rn  
all of th e  m edals and insign ia  of 
honor th a t  he has won in com petition 
w ith  am ateu rs since th e  tim e he 
played baseball fo r h ire. Foreign 
sporting  men, however, a re  reported 
as believing th a t  Thorpe should be 
allowed to  re ta in  h is m edals, even if  
he won them  under p re tenses o f being 
an am ateur. This, too, m eans th a t  
the  poin ts won by Thorpe fo r America 
m ay not be counted fo r th is  country. 
T belr loss, however, does not tak e  
v ictory  from  Uncle Sam. The cor 
rected  score gives the  U nited  S ta tes  
79 points, w ith  F in land  second w ith 
29.

In  th e  pen tath lon  in Stockholm  
Thorpe finished first in th e  running 
broad jum p, first in the  200-meters 
ru n , first in the  1500-meters run, 
first and th ird  in the  javelin  event. 
In th e  decathlon, w hich consisted of 
the  100-meters dash, ru n n in g  broad 
jum p, sho tpu t, runn ing  high jum p. 
400-m eters run , 110-meters hurdles, 
discus throw ing, pole vau ltin g , javelin  
throw ing  and 1500-meters run, Thorpe 
had a  percentage o f 8412.955, against 
7724.495 by W ieslander o f Sweden, 
h is nearest opponent.

Thorpe first was heard of several 
years ago as a football p layer with 
the  C arlisle team  L n te r he special 
ized irn w eight throw ing, jum ping  and 
running. He also became noted as a 
lacrosse and baseball p lay er and in 
the  la tte r  branch  of spo rt several 
of the  m ajor league team s tried  to 
procure h is services. Only las t year 
P ittsb u rg  and W ashington endeavored 
to secure him , bu t the  Ind ian  re ­
fused to  sign a  co n trac t, declaring  
th a t  he w ished to  rem ain an am ateur.

A fte r  th e  Olympic gam es in Swe­
den last y ear K ing G ustave sen t for 
Thorpe to  co n g ra tu la te  him  on his 
prowess. A t first the  Ind ian  tim id ly  
declined to  m eet th e  monarch, b u t 
la ter, when several o f th e  Am erican 
com m itteem en insisted  th a t  he do so, 
Thorpe w ent to  the  palace. T here the  
k ing  took th e  Indian  by  th e  hand 
and sm ilingly sa id : “ You a re  the
g reatest a th le te  in the  w orld .“


