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Congo Atrocities Duplicated
Putum ayo Indians on U pper Amazon Enslaved by R ubber Companies and Subjected 

to T ortures and Cruelties T hat O vershadow  Those of A frican Districts

W ould R estore C anteen
M ajor-General W ood Recommends R eturn to Old 

System, Abolished Eleven Y ears Ago

$1000 
Net P ro fit
Per Acre

Several years ago the  world w as [ th e  world. Then civ iliza tion  found a
shocked by revelations of te rrib le  
a tro c itie s  p e rp e tra ted  upon n a tives of 
th e  Congo region in A frica  by the  
Belgians under K ing Leopold. Devel
opm ents and investigations into con
d itions in th is  d is tr ic t  proved th a t 
th e  k ing was ac tually  responsible for 
and  shared in the  p ro fits  of these 
cruelties.' T he toll exacted from the 
enslaved natives fo r  the  production of 
rub ber was found to  be never less than  
p erpe tu al slavery , and often  the life  
of the  slave. The n a tiv es  were held 
in a  subjection so com plete th a t  fail 
tire to produce the  stip u la ted  am ount 
of rubber each week m eant flogging 
to rtu re , the loss of a  finger, a limb 
or a  life. The e n tire  world was 
aroused by th e  rec ita tio n  of these 
a tro c ities  and pressure was brought 
upon Belgium to  pu t a stop to them.

B ut the  lesson tau g h t in th is in 
s tance  has no t stopped the  practice , 
fo r th ere  still exist iso lated sections 
w here innocent n a tiv es  a re  subjected 
to  the  cruel and inhum an rule of civ- 
il'zed  m asters for the  enrichm ent of 
the  la tte r . L a tes t of these is the ta le  
o f th e  Putum ayo abuses in Peru , the 
“ B ritish  Congo,”  which for d ire  cruel
ty  and malicious ty ran n y  surpass and 
overshadow  those of the Congo. The 
tru th  about conditions in these d is
t r ic ts  is ju s t com ing to ligh t, follow 
ing  investigations by a special com
m ittee  appointed by the  B ritish  Mouse 
of Commons, and th e  world stands 
ag h ast a t  the  revela tions of th is  com
m ittee.

The Putum ayo d is tr ic t  is located 
on the  upper w ate rs of the  Amazon 
R iver in Peru. F a r from the  incur
sions of c iv ilization , in forest, so dense 
as to  d efy  the  advance of the  fo r
e igner unused to trav e rs in g  the  wilds 
o f an Amazon jungle, the native  In 
d ians lived very  much to themselves, 
c a rin g  little  fo r the  w arpa th  and only 
f ig h tin g  when th e ir  home was th re a t
ened. F or the  P utum ayo Ind ian  is 
averse  to  bloodshed and peaceable by 
natu re. Perhaps th is  fa c t made th e ir 
conquest the  more easy, fo r the  en 
slavem ent of these tr ib e s  began early. 
E ven in 1706 the  sto ry  of inroads into 
th is  d is tr ic t by Spanish slavers twas 
b rough t to  the  world, and the busi
ness of enslaving South A m erican I n 
d ians received qu ite  a stim ulus. D ur
ing  the  years follow ing Spanish sol
d iers w ere sta tioned  a t  points of v a n 
ta g e  along the  Amazon to p reven t the 
incursions of Portuguese slavers into 
th is  “ r ic h ”  country. Because of th e ir 
peacefu l dispositions the  In d ians were 
easy  prey , and the country  was re 
po rted  by a prom inent offic ia l as " t h e  
m ost favo rab le  d is tr ic t  fo r catching 
In d ia n s .”  '

U n til a  world sen tim en t against the 
enslav ing  of hum anity , regardless of 
color, became so intense th a t  civilized 
na tions dared  not p rac tice  i t  openly, 
the  d is tr ic ts  of the  upper Amazon 
furn ish ed  th e ir share of the slaves of

new slavery, and  uuder th e  guise of 
commercialism corporations kep t un
der subjection helpless tr ib e s  in places 
fa r  d is ta n t from  a d is tu rb in g  public 
sen tim ent. The man who buys his rub 
bers in the h e a r t of the  g re a t  city , j  surrounded by every  com fort and ne
cessity , knows no thing o f the  to ll of 
human life  th a t has been exacted  to 
b rin g  the  fin ished product to  h is use. 
The evils of our body po litic, the 
sw eat shop, the  poor w age of the 
m an u fa c tu re r’s employe fade  into in
significance  beside the  aw ful s to ry  of 
c ruelty  adm in istered  upon th e  de
fenseless back of the  savage, who 
cannot re tu rn  the blow. W ith crude, 
prim eval weapons th a t  cannot cope 
w ith the  modern firea rm s of the 
w hites, his tr ib e  reduced to  b u t a 
frac tio n  of its  form er s tren g th , am
bition  killed, s tren g th  w asted  and 
courage all fagged out, he can bu t 
bow m eekly to  the  sub jugation  of his 
m aster and toil the  harder to  stave 
o ff  s ta rva tion .

I t  is no crim e to  kill an In d ian  in 
th e  Putum ayo d is tric t. In  h ab its  very 
l il tle  above the  jung le  beast, of in 
telligence cu ltiv ated  only to  the 
m eager necessities of his un even tfu l 
life , w earing no c lo th ing and  p repar
ing  food only fo r the p resen t, he pre
sen ts to  the  unscrupulous overseer l it 
tle  more than  the  sub serv ien t pack 
anim al. S a tisfied  w ith a few  beads 
a t  f i r s t  in re tu rn  for the gourd of rub
ber, know ing no thing of the  value of 
his toil, the  price paid fo r each d a y ’s 
labo r is lessened and  the  num ber of 
hours he m ust w ork increased. For 
the  control of the  overseer is complete. 
G radually, as the  system grew , the 
poor na tive  found it im possible to  
secure the requ ired  am ount of ru b 
ber, and his pay was w ithheld un til 
he should b ring  in th e  stipend. So 
he found i t  im possible to  susta in  life 
w itho u t p u ttin g  in the g re a te r  part 
of the  24 hours of each day. I f  he 
fa iled  to  furnish  the  s tip u la ted  am ount 
ho was flogged, som etim es u n til  the 
bones w ere bared, g iven b u t a  c rust of 
b read and kicked out into th e  fo rest 
to  m ake up the  shortage. I f  he tried  
to  escape in to  the  fo rest to  ta k e  up 
again  his free  life, the h u n tin g  p a rty  
sought him out and brought him back, 
to  sacrifice a  finger or a  hand fo r his 
insubordination . O ften th e  th in g  th a t 
kept him a t  w ork was the  c ap tiv ity  of 
h is w ife or dau g h te r to serve the  lusts 
of th e  com pan y’s employes. Fam ily 
ties brought him back again and  again 
to  cam p when he m ight perhaps have 
effected h is escape. Still finding i t  im 
possible to  b ring  in the  required 
am ount of rub ber each day  or week, 
the  youngest m embers of his fam ily 
were brought in to  service and  even tu
a lly  he found th a t  the w ork  of the I 
e n tire  fam ily  would bare ly  sustain  life. 
A ll th is  was m ade possible by  a com
ple te  system  of p riva te  m ilita ry  patrol 
and in tim idation . And these are the

conditions th a t  ex ist today  as revealed  
b.y the  late  report.

Some tim e ago an A m erican engineer, 
W. E. B randenburg , repo rted  conditions 
in  the  Amazon country  and th e  P e
ruv ian  governm ent made pre tenses a t 
correcting  the abuses. T heir efforts 
were mere sham, however, fo r condi
tions there  today a re  more revo lting  
th a n  those of the Congo years ago. 
S ir Roger Casem ent, who was sen t by 
th e  foreign office to m ake a personal 
investigatio n , a tte s te d  to m any of the 
rev e la tions of the  H ardenbu rg  expose 
in  his testim ony before the  board of 
inquiry . One inciden t is re la ted  in 
w hich a small colony of In d ians was 
discovered by scouts and  the older 
m embers of the fam ily  bare ly  had 
tim e to  escape. Thev le f t  18 children 
behind in the  huts, th in k in g  they 
m ight be passed by and  would la te r 
be recovered. The scouts, however, up
on finding the children w itho ut the  
adu lts , brained the  e n tire  num ber by 
seizing them by the legs and sw inging 
th e ir  heads ag a in st trees. The te s ti 
mony showed th a t old and useless 
n a tiv es  were ru th lessly  m urdered, as 
were also children too young to be of 
service. They have been to rtu red  w ith 
fire and w ater and in some cases cruc
ified w ith  th e ir  heads dow nw ard. The 
women have been sub jected  to ou trages 
unspeakable and the  men dare  no t rise 
up  in th e ir  defense. M any have been 
sold into slavery  a t  prices rang ing  
from  $100 to $300. To kill an Ind ian  
is not m urder, fo r he has no human 
or civil righ ts. One Ind ian  exhibited  
a flask of powder, a  few  fishhooks and 
some strings of beads as his rem uner
a tion  fo r th ree  y e a rs ’ work. A nd d u r
ing  all th is  tim e he had been sup 
plied w ith  bare ly  sufficient food for 
his w ants. In  the  Congo troub les i t  was 
shown th a t  n a tiv es  were supplied w ith 
a fa ir  rem uneration and w ith food 
fo r long journeys. In  Putum ayo in 
stances are re la ted  w here Ind ians 
m ade journeys of 60 miles w ith  no 
rem uneration  and  no food fo r the 
journey .

Much opposition is found ag a in st 
th e  cause of foreign missions, the  a r 
gum ent being advanced th a t  th ere  is 
work enough a t  home. But, e lim ina t
ing  en tire ly  the  religious elem ent in 
th e  m issionary m ovem ent, we can find 
justification  fo r i t  in  the  publicity  
given such abuses as these and  the 
re su ltan t rem oval of them . F o r the 
w orld is in te rested  in the  prom otion I 
of the  w elfare of its  people and civ 
iliza tion  owes its  advance to  th a t | 
elem ent in  i t  wliieh has m ade i t  look 
to th e  in te rests  of those less fa v o r
ab ly  situ a ted . The civilized w orld will 
rise  up and  rem o nstra te  ag a in st these 
abuses on th e  Amazon and those re j 
sponsible fo r them  will be m ade to I 
feel the  pressure of a g re a te r power. 
S teps are a lready  being tak e n  to  rec
t ify  conditions among the  Putum ayo 
In d ians and th e  abuses w ill be 
stopped.

Third Impeachment in History of United States
For the th ird  tim e in th e  h isto ry  of 

the  U nited S ta tes a  judge  has been 
s tripp ed  of his office and  fo rbidden 
fo rever to  hold office under the  Fed
era l governm ent. R obert W. Arch- 
bald has been ad judged  g u ilty  of us
ing the  power of his office to  fu r
th e r h is own in te re sts  and those of 
h is frien ds while judge  of th e  com
m erce court. The p a rtic u la r offense 
re la ted  to in trigue w ith officials of the 
E rie  railroad for c e rta in  coal lands 
in Pennsy lvania, th ir tee n  counts be
ing found against him, on five of 
which he was acqu itted . The tr ia l  was 
a  long one, having s ta rte d  last sum 
mer. The tr ia l  is the n in th  since 
the  declaration  of independence, six 
or’ which involved judges, one a sen
a to r, one a  secre ta ry  of war and one 
a p residen t, Johnson. The convictions 
have all been in the  case of judges, 
P resid en t Johnson hav ing  fallen one 
sho rt of the  necessary tw o-th irds in 
the  senate.

The career of Ju d g e  Arch bald is 
an in te restin g  one. In  1885 he was a 
p a rtn e r in the A m ity Coal Company, 
which was charged by the  suprem e 
court of Pennsy lvania  w ith  so con
du cting  business th a t  it  was “ an 
evasion of the  law and a fraud  upon 
the  p u b lic .”  A rchbald lost all he had 
in th is  suit, bu t continued to rise 
through  the influence of Quay and 
Penrose. The same y e ar the  A m ity 
Coal Company fa iled  he was a p 
po inted  judge of the P ennsy lvan ia  
court of common pleas and six years 
la te r  was made d is tr ic t  judge. In  
1910 he was named by T a ft  for a 
place on the commerce court, b u t did 
not tak e  his seat u n til the follow ing 
vear.

*

life

Robert IV. A rchbald  L a tc h  Shorn o f  H is Jud icia l Honors

A s Soon as P ossib le.
P ad d y  D olan bo u g h t a w atch  from  

th e  local jew e le r w ith  a g u a ra n tee  
to  keep it in o rd e r  fo r 12 m on ths. 
A bout six  m o n th s  la te r  P addy  took  
it back because  it had  stopped.

‘‘Y ou seem  to  have had an acc i
d e n t w ith  it,” said th e  jew eler 

“ A sm all one, sh u re  en o u g h , so r 
A bo u t tw o  m o n th s  ag o  1 was feed ing  
th e  p ig  and  it fell in to  the  tro u g h  

“ But you sho uld  have b ro u g h t it 
b e fo re .“

“ S hu re . M ike. I b ro u g h t it a s  soon 
a s  I could. W e k illed  the  p ig  on ly  
y e s te rd a y .”— C o u n try  G en tlem an .

T heodore R oberts, the ac to r, says 
he can not afford to  pay alim ony 
T herefore, he goes to  jail.

F or a badly beaten  ruler, the Sul
tan of T urkey is m aking a p re tty  
lively tight. Perhaps he is only tak
ing a b rea th ing  spell.

$1,100,000 is a p re tty  stiff bail to  
he taxed ag a in s t 33 m en. P re s id en t 
R yan seem s to  be the  m o st favored , 
w ith  $70,000 a g a in s t him.

S e c re ta ry  W ilso n ’s 16 y ears  o f s e r
vice have been fru itfu l ones.

T he city of N ortham pton , M ass .., 
lias inaugurated  a new experim ent in ! 
Am erican life—a th ea te r owned by I 
the m unicipality  and operated  under
its contro l.

P osto ffice  officials all o v er the  
c o u n try  a re  h av in g  th e ir  in n in g s now. 
I t will take  tim e fo r th e  P a rce ls  
P o s t to  a d ju s t itse lf co m p le te ly  to  
a p e rfe c t C onform ity  w ith  th e  p e r
p lex itie s  o f o u r n a tio n a l life.

N ow  th e  S o u th e rn  Pacific  s ta n d s  
a g o od  show’ of lo s in g  severa l m illion  
d o lla rs  o f oil land s in C alifornia.

M ajor General Leonard Wood has 
come out in favor of a resto ra tion  of 
the arm y canteen, an  in s titu tio n  th a t 
died by act of congress in 1901 and 
has been the sub ject of much discus
sion pro and con since th a t  tim e. A t 
th e  tim e of its  passing much b i t te r 
ness was engendered betw een i ts  ene 
mies and its  exponents, so high did 
fee lin g  run as to  the e ffec t its  re 
inoval would have upon the army. 
From  tim e to tim e since 1901 the  ad 
v is ib ility  of re-estab lish ing  the  can 
teen as an arm y in stitu tio n  has been 
brough t before the  A m erican people iu 
one form  or ano ther and the  old fire 
o f opposition is kindled anew. These 
ou tb u rs ts  in favor of a re-estab lish
m ent are prom pted by reports  th a t  
w hile the  num ber of app lican ts for 
the arm y is increasing, the num ber of 
desertions, court-m artia ls  and guard 
house sentences is increasing in great, 
e r proportion. I t  is doubtfu l if the 
canteen as a governm ent in s titu tio n  
will ever be re-established, for the 
grow th of prohibition  sen tim ent makes 
its  chances yearly  more rem ote. I t  
is well, however, to  consider seriously 
th e  conditions th a t  have arisen since 
the  canteen went ou t o f existence, t 
the. end th a t  abuses a tte n d a n t upon 
the  ’life  of the  young soldier m ay be 
lessened through the  medium of an 
aroused public sen tim ent.

The arm y canteen, as orig inally  es
tab lished , was no canteen a t all. I t  
w as sim ply a  sort of clubhouse where 
th e  soldiers could g a th er and pass the 
id le  hourse in p lay ing  gam es and p a r
ta k in g  of refreshm ents, all liquors be 
in g  barred. L a te r perm ission was
g ran ted  to  serve beer and wine under 
th e  restric tio n s  and supervision of the  
post officers. G radually the  in stitu tion  
degenerated  in to  a d rink ing  saloon, 
w ith  all its  a tte n d a n t evils, well reg 
u la ted  in some posts, bu t grossly neg
lected  in others. The debauchery a t 
te n d a n t upon the  w orst of these places 
becam e the sub ject of severe denun
c ia tion , and a  cry  fo r the  abolition 
o f the  nuisance, as it  w as believed to 
be, w ent up from  all over the  country. 
Some cried for regu lation  as the rem 
edy, and these num bered m any of the 
m ost prom inent and repu tab le  men of 
the country. But the  dem and fo r a b 
olition was so strong  th a t  congress

yielded and the in stitu tion  w ent out 
of existence.

D uring all the heated  discussions 
re la tive  to th is im p ortan t m atte r, Gen
u a l  Nelson A. Miles stood unequivo
cally for abolition . He supported his 
(on teu tion  with fac ts  regard in g  d ru nk
enness among soldiers before and a f 
te r  and laid stress p a rticu la rly  upon 
the decrease in court-m artials a f te r  
the canteen was destroyed. B ut con
d itions a re  d ifferen t today, hence the 
revival of th is  question.

As soon as the canteen as an arm y 
in stitu tio n  ’disappeared, a new evil bo* 
gan to  appear in the  shape of a li
censed saloon a t  the border of the 
camp. The liquor in te rests  were quick 
to  see the opportun ity , and in fac t, 
m any suspected th a t  the large liquor 
in te rests  hud been strongest among 
the  opponents of the canteen. For, it  
was pointed out, the  canteen could 
dispense only beer and wine, while a 
licensed saloon, close enough to  the 
post to  command its  patronage, could 
sell a n y th in g  a t  alj, and there  would 
be no lim it to the  am ount a  soldier 
could drink . So th e  licensed saloon 
became a re a lity  and  along w ith  it 
came the  brothel and  the jo in t. The 
re su lt is th a t to d ay  the  soldier finds 
th e se .in s titu tio n s  a t  his very door and 
no officer is there  to  call a ha lt when 
he has imbibed too much. F requent 
f ig h ts  and disorderly  scenes, a  gu ard 
house sentence and sometimes a court- 
m artia l follow.

A bundant testim ony to these  con
d itions is given ¡11 the  reports of Sec
re ta ry  of W ar Stimson and M ajor- 
General Wood. Secre tary  Stim son says 
he has v isited  personally forty -n ine  
of the  m ilitary  posts of the country 
and  in every  instance  found a forinid 
able row of saloons and jo in ts  a t  the 
v ery  gates of the barracks. He te s 
tifies to  the  spread of certain  diseases 
am ong the  .soldiers, which he a t t r ib 
u tes to  the  h ab its  and associates of 
th e  post saloon. He m akes a plea for 
regu la tio n  of the  evil through a res
to ra tio n  of the canteen.

On th e  o ther hand, those who know 
the  canteen as it  was in its  las t days 
a re  loud in rem onstrance ag a in st its 
re-estab lishm ent. Tt is /rep o rte d  th a t, 
fa r  from  being regu lated  ns its  expo
nen ts would have it. the  canteen was 
th e  scene of m any a debauching epi
sode. Soldiers received c red it a t  the

Docs th is  appeal to  you? 
Would you like to  own H) 
acres of the  most productive 
fru it land on e a rth  ? In Moses 
Lake Valley, ju s t  e as t of 
W enatchee, W ash., r ig h t in 
the heart of the  g re a t  fancy  
apple grow ing region. P rice, 
only $100 an acre. Your own 
terms. Our booklet te lls  how 
growers a re  m aking th e  above 
profit. Send fo r it. A ddress: 
Dept. M., H a lle tt  Bros., 106 
P ike  St., Seattle .

arm y saloon and  d rank  th e ir  money 
before it was received. W hen pay
day came, the  canteen collector was 
by the side of the  paym aster and read 
out his claim ag a in s t the  pay check. 
Many of the soldiers had  l it tle  of 
th e ir small wages le ft when th e  drink  
bill had been satisfied. Men wh^ know 
say th a t  drunkenness was frequent, 
bu t th a t  a sym pathetic  com rade was 
alw ays on hand to  a ss is t th e  unfor
tu n a te  soldier to  h is bunk  and  sober 
him off. I t  is said  th a t  th e  officers 
had th e ir  sep ara te  clubroom s close to 
the canteen where the  selection of 
liquors was not confined to  the  beer 
and light refreshm ents allow ed by the 
governm ent. O ther inc id en ts  a re  re
lated to prove the evils a tte n d a n t up
on the canteen, and  should the  m at
te r  come up before congress th e  fight 
will be as b itte r  as form erly.

I t  is well known th a t  the  abolition 
of the canteen was b rough t about
largely  through the efforts of the  W. 
C. T. U. whose ob ject w as to  take  
from  the  governm ent all sem blance 
of a  partn ersh ip  in th e  liquor busi
ness. These forces will line up anew 
against the can teen  should congress 
see fit to  u n dertake  its  re-establish* 
m ent. W hether the  ou tpost saloon
would go when th e  canteen is re 
opened would have much to  do w ith 
sen tim ent jn regard  to  it.

In his annual report M ajor General 
Wood sums up his ow n-position on the 
sub ject as follows: “ The g ro at ma
jo rity  of officers of the  arm y are
of the opinion th a t  th e  re-estab lish
m ent of the canteen under proper su
pervision would tend  to  im prove the 
health , discipline and efficiency of the  
service through decreasing  in tem per
ance and im m orality. I  concur in th is  
opinion. ”

Quality IS

Economy
In the Varnish World the 
Murphy name is a Guarantee

“Murphy Varnish Company,” on the can or on the label of 
any Finishing Material, settles the question of Value.

It means that the Varnish, Color, Stain, Enamel, Konkreto,
or whatever else, is the Most Reliable Product of the kind.

«•»This Reputation has been Secured at Great Cost, through 
many years of persistence in the realizing of an Ideal.

You needn’t be at all afraid that the Murphy Standard will 
ever he lowered. It is worth all it has cost.

This Quality Reputation must be lived up to. Any Ques
tioning of it would sacrifice the Biggest Asset in the Murphy 
Business.

Murphy Varnish Company
FRANKLIN MURPHY. Pre.ident 

Associated with Dougall Varnish Company, Limited, Montreal, Cat. id*

CHICAGO, ILLS.

The Varnish th a t Lasts Longest

NEWARK, N. J.

Make the Farm Pay More Money
Run vour farm  on a  business basis and i t  will pay big

dividends.L et me help you to  weed ou t un pro fitab le  crops and 
ventures— to  so plan your w ork as to  m ake your farm  
more p ro fitab le .I have perfected  an easy-to-keep Record Book which 
will show you a t a glance—

• W hat vour p ro fits  are on live stock and individual 
crops------ the  cost of labor and m iscellaneous expenses

Mr. E. J . N ovak, F irs t N ational Bank Bldg., Chicago, 
who operates a farm  in the South, w rote me on A ugust 
19th. 1912: “ Some tim e ago 1 purchased one of your Farm 
e r ’s Simplex Records and consider th a t  the best in v est
ment I have ever made. I d o n ’t  see how anybody can ge t along w itho ut i t . ”

which cost is tco  great for w hat it  produces—acreage 
yields— m onthly and yearly  gain or loss— how much you 
owe »nd other» owe von, etc., etc.

T his Record is the Best, R a re s t  and Sim plest ever de
vised fo r th e  G rain . T ruck and F ru it Farm er, S tock 
Breeder. D airy  and P o u ltry  Man. I t  costs b u t l it tle  and 
will be w orth hundreds of dollars to  you each season.

As an ow ner of my Simplex Record, yo-i m ay w rite  to  
me as often a? you wish a b o u t the K eeping T rack  o f Your 
Business problems which confront, you. A nd in answ er
ing I will give you the  benefit of year? devoted to  the  
solving of th e  F a n n e rs ’ business d ifficu lties.

W rite  me today. You ob ligate  yourself in no way, and 
I will give you in form ation th a t  will be of m odi valne to  yon.

A. C. REICH, Dept. I. 8., Riverdale, Chicago, HL
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