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By LEE MITCHELL.

Copj riKht, MWT, by P. C. EaAtment.

D uring  a ce rta in  period, la s tin g  about
th ree  years, if any one had asked w h*it church m em ber. t i e  wbb uu v«u 
» « »  ‘he tUief f fu tu n ' or th e  villHKe of bache,o f  w h„ pald  pew reut. conrtvlb- 
H arpersv llle  be would have  been to hi ^  tbe  lieuthen, a tten d ed  S u n d ay
It «»« gossip am 1 acapdal. I t  had  j .nU.s Bnd let „  KO a t  th a t .

creisoed tu e  distance netw eeu tuera 
She m ade It p re tty  plait* th a t >.bo w as j 
Willing to be h is'u  and would do her 
bes t to m ake life happy fo r him. W hen £  
he elosed the conversa tion  by « ly ing  £  
th a t he w as engaged to a  lady In the *  - 
w est he w as alm ost tu rned  out of j 
doors, and  Misa Lee a ta r ted  th ree  o r | 
four new  sto ries about him.

The pnator felt su re  th a t  be had 
s tru ck  the keynote, how ever, and a 
week or tw o la te r  he w as w riting  a 
le tte r  to  an acq u a in tan ce  In b is form er, 
parish. The m an he w ro te  to w as u r /t  

church m em ber. H e w as an odd

\ n . o r  tage Lottery
K .-e . *

com e to such a point a t  lu st th a t  h a rd ­
ly any tw o fam ilies w ere on speak ing  
term s, and  a num ber of people had 
sold out and  moved aw ay  In d isgust.

T be social s ta te  of affa irs could not j ^  ~  “ “ “l ^ n  f o u n i  
have  been much w orse w hen the Rev.

school picnics 
T he p as to r had  once ta lked w ith  h im  
on the  sub jec t o f m atrim ony an d  had  
been given to u n d e rstan d  th a t th e re  
had been uo m urrlage because  tbe  rigb

have been much w orse w neu «  a «  -R eferring  to a su b jec t once t  ... 
H enry  B ates received a call to dll tbe ^  ^ (U „ w rote tUe r  ^
pulpit of one of tb e  tw o  cb u rch ia  H e ^  ..|e t me say tb u t th e re  ’ w a
w as a m an of th irty  and «logic. b* I y0Ung w om an residen t here w ho r e*mB 
prom ised to  be popular. I t  “* n ‘ “ *to bave  m auy of tbe  quallflcaV  a is to  
m onth, how ever, l*‘f‘>re th ‘‘^  " * re ftt lu.r for wifehood th a t  la, ,)0(. liaB 
sto ries floating a round  to  bis d e tn  health . Is w aptf,
m ent. H e had come from  th e  w est, ! tn<? uesl 01 <!>al
and It w as said  th a t his congregation 
had  been p leased  to  get rid  of him, 
and  there  w ere  o ther sly s ta tem en ts  
an d  innuendoes calcu la ted  to  m ake his 
position uncom fortable.

T here  Is m ore or less gossip In every 
v illage In the  land, b u t a s  to  who 
s ta r ts  It Is a lw ay s one o f those  th ings

thousand  dollars, and  she h r . i  ,ls> .lresj  
m e th a t  she would do h e r  b o a t t/,  m ake 
a husband  happy. W ore you  to  pay 
m e a visit and  m eet h er y  ie m ight 

5 prove to be the  one you  long have 
sought. Did you not ki*>w my rad ica l 

i Ideas on the su b je c t o f v ice su icide I 
should no t have  m ention- .d th is  m a tte r  

W hile Ith a t c an 't be found out. Mrs. W h ite ' to  ■you W hile I n W  ioned th a t  the 
hoars It from Mrs. Black, and  Mrs. i lady •>»<» 11 only Incidental
Black from  Mrs. G reen. and Mrs.
Gr.-en from  Mrs. B row n, and  so It | luflueuce. I tru s t

ly, an d  th a t  fa c t w i f , have  no undue

goes, aud tbe foun ta inhead  la seldom 
located.

W hen tb e  Rev. B a te s cam e to  And 
o u t w hat a hotbed he had got Into 
he cu t short hts serm ons to do a little  
ou tside work. W hen he cam e to  delve 
Into the situa tion  he w as m ore than  
astonished. There w as Just one single 
w om an left In H srp ersv llle  who hadn’t 
been ta lked  about to  her detrim ent, 
and  she w as an  old m aid nam ed  Sarah 
Lee. She w as not only an old maid,

8BB  MADE IT  PRETTY P L A IN  TH AT 8H8 
WAS W IL L O W  TO US HIS'N.

b u t she w as ex trem ely  homely, and 
th e  pasto r h a d n 't beeu Investigating  
long before he thought be had located 
th e  foun tainhead . In  ano ther week he 
w as su re  of it.

T he old m aid w as not a  church  mem 
ber, bu t the  pasto r called on her ju s t 
th e  sam e aud  th rew  out broad hints 
th a t  th e  gossip an d  th e  scandalize! 
w ould huve hurd  w ork to squeeze iijtti 
th e  b e tte r  land w hen the  tim e came 
S arah  ag reed  w ith  him  and tw o days 
la te r  cooked up an o th e r  canard .

She w us in co inm add of the  situa tion  
up  to a  ce rta in  point. She w as well to 
do, an d  she had weulth.v re la tives to 
s ta n d  by ber. Tbe m in iste r saw  thu 
he m ust go slow am i bide bis time, 
'lilt-tv  a re  clergym en who study  tin 
su b je c t o f religion alone. T here arc  
Olliers who study hum an uiuuru ns 
well. T he Kev. B ates w as oue of the 
la tte r .

"A n old m aid ," he reasoned, "la a 
young w om an who bus lieeu overlook 
ed In tb e  sc ram ble  o r got le ft In tbe 
shuttle. T his fnct has soured  her tew  
p er au d  m ade ber euvlm is aud  Jealous 
T he only way she can  get even la to 
use ber tongue. She Is dow n on all her 
acx and  on th e  m urrted  men of the 
o ther. T he tongne of one old m aid 
can  s t ir  up m ore m ischief tbnu  flve 
m in isters cau sm ooth over.”

\Vhen th e  p as to r  hail reasoned th a t 
fu r  he took a rest fo r a few  m inutes 
an d  th en  continued:

"W h a t Is the  rem edy for a  ta ttling , 
gossiping, s landering  old uiald? Re 
m ove the  cause and the  d isease la 
cured . In o th e r  w ords, If she cun be 
m arried  off the  sp ir it of sp ite  will be 
laid and  she will have uo reason  to 
In te rfe re  w ith th e  peace of m ind of 
o th e rs .”

The line o f reason ing  w as up to date, 
and  tin* philosophy w eighed full six 
teeu  ounces to the  pound. One may 
reason  a th in g  to a logical conclusion, 
how ever, and  y e t find th a t only one 
d ltttcu lty  has lieen rem oved. Tbe Rev 
B ates w as p itted  ag a iu s t S arah  Is*v 
It w as Lee versus B ates. H e realized 
th a t  he would have to go a t the end of 
a y ea r  o r  S arah  Lee would have to  tie 
p rov ided  w ith a husband  Not only 
w as th e  lnetlnct o f se lf p reservation  
appealed  to, bu t If th e  question had 
been sub m itted  to  any lay mind the  
a n sw e r  would have been th a t one m tn 
la te r  w as w orth  ten tim es as m uch to 
an y  com m unity  as an old maid. The 
Key. B a tes did not tu rn  co nsp ira to r I t 
ta k e s  tw o  to  conspire, and he did not 
ta k e  any one Into hie counsel.

H is very flrst move alm ost brought 
• b o a t  h is dow nfall. H e m ade a ace- 
m at call an Mias Lee, aud during  th a t

call he brought th e  c o n v en e tlo n  a rte iad  
to th e  sub jec t o f  m atrim ony I t  w as
the  du ty  o f men and  women to m arry  
T he w orld would be a savage desert 
w ithou t homes. R ace su icide would 
an d  In a s ta te  o f barbarism . F or good 
reasons o f her own, ho snp;>o»wl. she 
had neglected th is g re a t duty , bnt be 
hoped and tru s ted  th a t those reasons { 
w ould  soon be rem oved H e hlm seif ‘ 
w a s  Mill aiugle. but tie w as happy to 
s ta te —

B efore he  cer.14 m ake hie s ta te m e n t 
th e  old ms Id w as m Ills arm s, o r would 
hav e  Iwea If be bad uot quickly m-

T en days la te r  .Tam es P erk in s ap ­
peared  In H arper» ,v llle  a s  an  old ac­
q u a in tan ce  a n d  tb e  guest o f the  c le rg y ­
m an. T he R ev. R a te s  d id not boast of 
being  u h in tle r , b u t  w ith in  tw en ty -fo u r 
hours he h ad  In tro d u ced  his g u est to 
Miss lam. M r. P e rk in s  had  no re p u ta ­
tion  as a  h u stle r, b u t w ith in  fo rty -eigh t 
hours be w as speak in g  w ords o f flat, 
te ry  th a t  m ad e  th e  o ld m aid  sm ile  like 
a  Ju n e  dayi. She cou ldn ’t  forego w h at 
she  had  com e to  believe w as h er p riv ­
ilege. how ever. She told Mrs. Jack- 
son. au d  M rs. Jack so n  to ld  Mrs. T a j  
lor, an d  M rs. T ay lo r told M rq Beelie 
an d  th e  re s t of th e  tow n  th a t  she  be­
lieve^  Mr. P e rk in s had  hud tw o  w ives 
an d  killed them  both  by sm othering  
th em  w ith  a  pillow. T he sto ry  reach ­
ed th e  pursonage an d  th e  e a rs  o f the 
guest w ith in  a  day . and  th e  guest w as 
w roth , b u t th e  good pas to r sa t  dow u 
w ith  him  a n d  argued .

"Jam es, the  gossip of w om en is as 
th e  breeze th a t  b low eth. G ive it  no 
heed. I Inciden tally  learned  today  th a t  
th e  ex ac t am o u n t o f w ealth  possessed 
by Miss Ia-e la ab o u t $12,000, an d  all 
In bonds d raw in g  fa ir  In te re s t  I am 
also assu red  th a t  she  Is a  g re a t w orker 
In her ow n house, has no e x tra v a g a n t 
h ab its and  th a t  she  would have no ob­
jection  to a hom e In the g re a t and 
boundless w est. P erh ap s I shou ld  not 
have  m entioned th e  ex ac t sum  of m on­
ey, bu t I know  you will receive It as 
only Incidental, J a m e s -o n ly  incidental. 
I f  th e re  Is a m arriag e  I hope an d  tru s t 
It m ay be founded  on love alone. I 
shall be busy w ith  my serm on to n ig h t 
and  should you desire  to call on Miss 
Lee 1 shall not in lss you fo r a  couple 
o f hours."

T here  w as no h u stlin g  on th e  p a r t of 
th e  Rev. B ates o r Ja m es P erk ins, but 
tw o w eeks a f te r  his a rriv a l In H arpers- 
vllle Mr. P erk in s en tered  th e  m in iste r’s 
study  one even ing  w ith a b land smile 
an d  an  ex tended  hand an d  sa id :

“ My d ea r  old friend , con g ra tu la te  
me. I am  tbe  happ iest m an In th e  s ta te .”

“H as -has som eth ing  happened?”
“Som ething has. S arah  has prom ised 

to  be mine, an d  she has se t the  m ar­
riage day fo r only six w eeks ahead. 
IIow  enn I ev er than k  you fo r bringing 
us together?”

Som ething like a  sm ile appeared  a t 
the  corners o f the  p as to r’s m outh; but. 
o f course, he let It sp read  no fu rther. 
W hen he found th a t the  happy couple 
w ere to go w est to live he tendered  his 
hearty  congra tu la tio n s aud likew ise o f­
fered  up bis th an k s m enta lly . The 
m arriage cam e off. the  old m aid be 
cam e a  wife, and  H arp ersv iile  knew 
her no more. T hen the  calm  th a t  se t­
tled dow n w as Indeed b lessed—uo more 
gossip, no slander, no lying; In place 
o f them , peace, harm ony  and  co n ten t­
m ent. And If th e  conscience o f the 
Rev. B ates ev er pricked him  be had 
but to say  to him self:

’’Isn ’t It b e tte r to  m arry  off one old 
m aid th an  to bave a thousand  people 
m ade unhappy?”

The Volley Ovor tho Grave.
The tiring  o f a volley by soldiers 

over the g rave  of a dead com rade la a 
surv ival of a very ancien t custom . In 
days gone by, w hen su perstition  was 
p ractically  universal. It w as generally 
believed th a t m aking a noise kept 
aw ay evil sp irits , and the p asslug  bell 
cam e Into vogue fo r th a t reason. W hen 
firearm s w ere Invented volley Bring 
w as su b s titu ted  for the p assing  bell 
th e  belief being tb a t tbe sound of bat 
tie would be m ore efficacious In the 
case of a  soldier.

H er Deer Friend.
Miss K uick—Ethel Is to be m arried 

nex t m outh, and she say s W alter 
w an ts  to hoard, as he th inks she needs 
a rest. Miss K nock—She does need t  
rest, considering  the  w ay she ran afte r 
him. b n t I d id n ’t  know  he knew  I t -  
W om an’a Hom e Com panion.

Modern P rogress.
G randm a In my day wom en didn’t 

fly a round  out o f doors as tbey do now. 
They would alt a t  borne and  spin.

G la d y s -  B ut now tbey go ou t and 
spin much b e tte r If they have a good, 
fa s t auto.- B altim ore A m erican.

The Proper Word,
"R ut she  sings m ore th an  sbo play* 

Why do you speak of her m usic as In­
s tru m en ta l?”

“Well. It’s In strum en ta l In m aking 
the neighbors move o u t " —Catholic 
S tan d a rd  and  Tim es.

i f W

I Original. ]
In  Rma ,j R ussia, m arriage  la 

ru b y  a  i„ i;e ry . F our tim es a year a 
prize A d raw n  tb e .e  in tb e  iiiairtn io-' 
utul uu rUet. c iv e  thousand  tickets are 
sol i a a  ru b le  a  ticket. T he w inner of 

’ i.utiO rub les Is bound to m a n y  a 
cort iiu girl. Should tb e  g irl decline to 
, lf ry him they muy d iv ide  th e  money 
** ween them , in  case the  m an Is al- 
r ady m arried  be m ay tu rn  over the 

m oney an d  th e  m atrim on ia l prize to 
any friend  be m ay select.

O ue day  a tra v e le r  stopped  In the 
tow n and, b earing  o f tbe  lo ttery , gave 
a se rvan t 1U rubles au d  to ld  biui to 
buy ten  tickets. T h e  d raw in g  w as to 
ta k e  pluce tb a t evening, an d  a l te r  sup ­
p e r  th e  stvuuger s tro lled  a round  to tbe 
build ing  appo in ted  fo r th e  purpose.

T h e  w heel w as tu rn ed  and  a paper 
d ra w n . H e  w ho drew  It held It up. j 
looked a t  it and  sa id :

"T h e  w in n e r Is D m itri W aronivich .” 
T he s tra n g e r  s ta rted . E very  one 

looked a t  every one else. No oue 
seem ed to  know  w ho D m itri W aroni- 
vk-h w as.

“ If  D m itri W aronivich  is here, let 1 
him  com e fo rw ard .”

T h e  s tra n g e r  advanced  and  a f te r  
som e q uestion ing  w as credited  w ith  
the  m oney an d  conducted  to  th e  home 
of th e  gtrl l:e had  druw u.

Mi 11a D ovienleff w as of a s ta tio n  fa r  
beyond th o se  w ho would usually  pu t 
th em se lv e s up to is: rallied for. A 
fan cy  fo r such  a role had tak en  pos­
session  of her. though  she had no Idea 
o f  m arry in g  th e  m an w ho should d raw  
th e  prize o f w hich  she  w as a part. 
N evertheless th e re  Is a fasc ination  In 
m eeting  one nev er befoiv seen w ho Is 
to l>e som eth in g  more to 11s th an  a 
s tr a n g e r  an d  m aybe of Im m ense im por­
tance . N a tu ra lly  M irza had  dreamer! 
o f m any d ifferen t k inds of men and 
th a t  a t  th e ir  m eeting  he w ho had won 
h e r  w ould be m ad to wed her. These, 
o f course, w ere m erely d ream s, fo r she 
knew  th e  class th a t  bought tickets In 
♦ he lo ttery  and  had no doubt she  would 
d iv ide th e  m oney prize w ith  the  w in­
n er and rem ain  a sp in s te r—a t least for 
him.

It w as ce rta in ly  an ex h ila ra tin g  mo­
m en t fo r these  tw o w hen th e  door sep 
a ra t ln g  them  opened aud  th ey  stood 
face  to  face. M lrza’s h e a r t b eating  like 
a  tr ip  ham m er.

“Yon a re  a s tra n g e r  here,” she said.
“ I am . 1 arriv ed  th is  afternoon . I 

bought som e tickets to  the  lo ttery  and. 
s ingu larly  enough, w on.”

" I  sttppose yon know th e  conditions.” 
"T he only condition  I know  Is th a t  1 

have w on a w ife .”
“You a re  m istaken . I have th e  p riv i­

lege o f d iv id ing  th e  m oney prize w ith  
you and  rem ain in g  single.”

“ May I ask  w hy one o f your class 
m itered for th is  lo ttery?"

“ F or a new  sensation . And you— 
why did you buy tick e ts?”

“ F or ¡1 new  sensation .”
“ Are you qu ite  su re  the  hope of w in ­

ning the  money w a s  no Inducem ent?”
“ I sha ll resign  my sh a re  o f th e  mon­

ey to  you.”
“ And 1 have resolved to  give my

sh a re  to  the  poor.”
’’S ingu lar,” sa id  th e  m an  wonderlng- 

ly. “ th a t  tw o  people am oug 5.000 should 
have been cap tiv a ted  by a whim and 
the  m an In th e  ense shou ld  have w on.” 

“ R em arkab le, especially  since you do 
not live here."

“ I never w as here till a few hours
ago.”

"Y ou reside”—
"In  T ula w hen I am  a t home, b u t I 

am seldom  a t hom e.”
D uring  the dialogue the  couple re ­

m ained stand ing , b u t suddenly It o r 
eurrod  to the lady th a t  she w as t r e a t­
ing the m an who had  won her very 
coldly, nnd she  asked him  to  lie seated . 
T heu she ra n g  for refreshm ents. I t 
w as la te  w hen th e  fo rtu n u te  m an left 
th e  house, an d  op reach ing  his inn he 
w as liesleged by 0 th rong  to know  if 
there  would be a w edding  or a division 
l ie  announced  th a t  th e re  would J h* nel 
ther. T he 5.000 rub les w ere to be giv 
on to  the  poor. T ins w as done the  next 
m orning.

T he curious |>eonlp of Sm olensk had 
fo rgo tten  ail about the  s ingu lar ou t­
come of the d raw in g  when it w us re 
vlved by the  upppqrunce of th e  w inner 
of the  prize in tbe tow n. He looked 
som ew hat th in n e r th an  before and 
carew orp. H e cam e frequen tly  a f te r  
that, a lw ays looking m ore d is tra it thau  
'•efore. F inally  a t oue of his v isits  be 
dep arted  looking rad ian tly  happy. T*« 
next day th e  tow nspeople w ere agog 
a t  the announcem ent th a t the couple 
who bad won 6.000 m bit's nnd given 
them  to  th e  poor w ere  to  he m arried  
a f te r  all.

T he groom prospective told Ills 
flant-eo th a t a f te r  th e ir m arriage  they 
would live lu his home In T u la ; th a t he 
bad held a governm ent position, bu t hi» 
m arriage, fo r som e reason he d id not 
explain , requirt'd  him  to resign  It. 8be 
w as abo u t to  m arry  him for love, bu t 
since he assu red  her he could support 
her, tvas respectab le  and she had some 
property  of her own she d id no t In­
quire  thoroughly into his social o r m on­
e ta ry  condition.

T he w edding over, with its pecu liar 
R ussian custom s, the couple w ere 
sho u t to  d e p a r t for Tula w hen a  te le­
gram  addressed  to  Fount Odeudoff w as 
banded to  the  groom to know  If he 
knew  any such |>er»ou. H e to re  It 
open, read  It and handed It to the 
bride. I t  w as an o rder from  the  em : 
peror to  re tu rn  to  St. P e te rsb u rg  a t j  
once and  ended, “Your m arriage  wtl! 
be recognized.”

T hen the  recip ient explained to  bis | 
bride tb a t lie w as of blood royal, b u t ! 
not of near kin and In the serv ice of | 
the em peror, who bed doubtless found 
he could net get on w ithout H a a s s is t­
a n t  N E L L IE  EDNA C PH T M . I

Beneficent W arning.
"B u t.” p ro tested  the  plain people 

“you a re  robbing us."
"Suppose I am .” responded the  tru s t 

sap len tly  “ I f  you stop  m e It will 
b ring  on a panic, and  then  w here 
you beT ’-  Puck.

Ill

Tro u blesom e G row th
“Does the  child ever keep still a 

m inu te?”  ssked the  woman as tbe 
y oungste r sp raw led  noisily over the 
couch Id a doaeu eqnlrm tng poaltloo» 
a t  once, tt seem ed to her.

“ N a ” answ ered  hie m other "They 
I a re  grow ing  when they do t b a t  they

any
Had an A sso rtm e n t I "W itt you please ask  him to  stop

T ourist tin Arizona s to re ) -G e t any i grow ing .” Implored tbe  w om an, “Just 
neck ties? for th is »reek, while he to

Clerk Ye*, s ir  W hat kind would m e ? " -N e w  York Press.
TOO like—silk, calico o r beam? ~ •»
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IT E M IZ E S
B A R G A IN  D A Y
Saturday, November 30th

We have decided to make a 

bargain price on the

Itemizer
for one day and see how it 

works out. On that day you 

can secure the ITEMIZER for 

one year for only $1, a re­

duction of 50 cents from its 

regular price. You can pay 

for any number of years you 

wish at that price, but pay­

ment must be made on that 

day, and on November 30th 

only. • Letters postmarked 

that day will he accepted. 

At this price no one can af­

ford to be without the big­

gest and best paper in the 

county
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Payments by check or money order may be made previous to 
November 30th a t this rate i f  the envelope is plainly 

marked, F tr Bargain Day
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