-

“ir on, if we keep house at all;
and if you

vis a faiut smile on Mrs.
lips, but her eyes looked

bother! Minnie. How long
oo I gave you ten dollars?
nsed up slready? Seems to
C spend a lot of money.” |
quick tears sprang to Minnie's
but she did not aliow them to
: sair

: she sail:
“You know, Charlie, that expeuses |

eould bring yourself to

ivo e aregular allowance for them

1 should not have to bother you so
often.” y
“Well, that’s an old story. Here's
ten dollars more, and 1 wish you to
be careful how you spend it.” And
Mr. Barnard took his bat, and—yes
—aetually kissed his wife, after such
an exbibition of rudeness as Le wonld

1 ave been ashamed to show to the

meane:t acquuintance.

ous and very virtaous,
After he had gone, M= 2 wenl

to ber room and burst into an agony | e he said, ** Well, I'll wait half an |

of weeping. Sho felt crushed and

humiliated, and bitterly angry that | 1iitle parlor, the furniture of which | enateh time from the baby and from
her husband could bring such ac- Jooked rather dingy after several|the ever pressing cares and duties;

cusations against Ler at all, bot par-

ticularly that he could do it in such ~
an airy manner, as thongh be were sunid, brightly, looking up into his | finished Ler first story, and feared

iving a light thump to a wooden

1! {\nd l"“_ all her piochbing deal, you know, and I sappose I do |slhe was consigning it to oblivion. |
economies, too, in order that the| _,ore T thivk, than I otherwise | But one day a thin letter was brought |
children might appear respectable, | yhould if T only knew how much I [to her, which she opened with |

and that she might, at the same time, |

E’s‘idﬂ a generous and wholesome | yopvior that it is not for my own | ment.

le, which sbe considered due to
her husband! As for herself, she
bad not indulged in a new winter|

suit for five years; and yet she bad | i10 vou everlastingly pestering me | millionaire.

made over, and tonched up, and|
dyed and darne# to such an extent
that her obtuse better half was ut-
terly oblivivns of either her de-
ficiencies or her sacrifices. *‘Tf
were to appear with a market-basket
on my head and the American flag
for a shawl Charlie would never know
it,” she thought bitterly.
the use—what is the use to live at
ali? And then to have to heg for
every dolinrto keep the hounse going,
a8 if I were an vnintergsted outside
fl.ll!tl’ll'f ['ﬂ.l‘l.i_'::]l:'“l']{lluit ]‘11'.\' [1|II(‘1l
troukle it is toget on with the house-
keaping anvway, even when the
money is all proriled if he thus
uts this additional, hamilinting
urden apon me? Is this the Char-

lie who was &0 eager to win me, who |

p.i(l me snech dﬁ‘.ii\.'llie, watehful nt-
tentions when [ wasn pretly. free
Minnie Warfield? 10 married lifo is
only a conveniance to aman, in orde:
that he may have an opportonity to
throw aside, with his office cont and
slippers, the urdinary courtesios of
life, marringe must be n vniversal
blunder! Alarriage doesn’t dull
sensibilities — it only heightens them
Whose fault ean it be? Charlie told

me that we should not be rich, but |

that his income would f'tlmfnl'lubl_\

support ns, Then why all this wrong
and aacrifiee nnd pinching in order |
to appear ‘like ather people,’ and |
other people with less income too?" |
Then she took the tronble, where |
she Yind been in the habit of taking |
hier Lroubles for a lanz time, to the

Lord,

Rising from her knees, the resolute |
little woman dried her eyes, and
proceeded to think out the atter
in o practical way. “Charlie has
given me a great deal of money 'tis |
troe, eud T have always been verv!
careful in spending it, tor. TLet e
sea. Conld Igoton without Bridget, |
I wonder, and so save her wagos?
But then there's the «u hing and
ironing.” Just then tho Lo v woke
and eried, and Mrs. Baruard (thought |
the would have to keep Bridget. |
*Well, there’s Mary and Phil; they |
must go to school, aod they ean't go
shabby either—that's certain, and|
they must have books, too.

I could have booke!"—with a!
sigh. “There's my home paper.
could that, I suppose, thongh |
it's like a little piece of homo every |
week. Charlie brought home a new
m.rlor eloek the other day; we could |

ve done without that, end it makes |
eu?'lhing elso in the room look so |
badly, too, in contrast. There's my |
silver card-basket Charlie gave me |
my last birthday. It's beautiful, and |
very of bim, too. I'm so thank-
fol T didu’t burt his feelings by tell- |
ing him I'l much rather have had
the money for gloves and boots, mine |
are so dreadfully shabliy. Charlio
always looks nieely, but then I like
to have him.” The baby was guiet
by this time, and Minnie took a
peneil, in a hundsome gold case, one
of her huaband’s gifts, too. She
ght again, as she took it, Lhow

ho was, after all, and went to
elegant little desk,—all mother

of pearl und erimsom velvet—for o
sheet of paper. Then she wado a!
long list of articlea—wages, ment.
butter, milk, flour, potatoes, sugar,

i mﬂ, tea.eoffee, chocolate, pickles,
; , awents, wood, conl, hights: it !

was filling up the pago fast,

Shonld
abo serateh out anything? Pickles |
were unhenlthy, anyway, bui |
hked them, Oysters, too
to ave a little supper
slimes, and a few—a very few,
or five —friends. It was ven
t, and on those ocensions she

|a cheery smile.

“What is |

T
! lar suwn for the ¥,

gllowance, even if she hac
marriod seven years, and might be

su to have grown g
self-asserting, according to her
disciplive. But she would ask him

for nun allowance for the children;
and at the rate they wote out shoes
and tore up garments she thought
five dollars u month little enough
for the three. She would not err
on the side of avarice, even if she
did on that of pertinacity. So, calm
in her uew resolve, she bathed her
eves, smoothed her brow, brushed
ber still wavy brown hair away from
a fair though somewhat worn face,
and met her husband at dinper with
After dinner Mr.
Barnard announced that be was
obliged to go down town.

“Very well, I will sit up for you
then,” said Minnie.

“Don’t! what's the use?
get tired and sleepy.”

“‘Beeanse I have something to say,
Charlie, and there isn't any other
time.”

“Why not say il now?”

“Peeauso [ wish for more time than
you feel able to give, with one hand

Yuu'll

. Then be |on the doorknob and your hat in | the rest.
went to his offiee fooling very gencr- |

the other,” #he said pleasantly.
“What t o aischief is to pay now,
I wouder?”’ thought Mr. Barnard,

hour,” 8o they adjourned te the

YEars servico.
“It's about money, Charlie,” she

face. **You think I spend a good

had to spend. But you must re-
individual gratifieation.”

*Oh, pshaw! Minnie,” interrapted
Mr. Barnard, impatiently, **Why

about money?
all you ask for.”
“I am not going to pester you
any more, Charlie. I simply wanted
to tell yon so. I wonld much pre-
fer never to ask you for money, snd
have coneluded not to do so any
more. 1 want you to please tnke
the responsibility of the accounts
und the orders yourself, if you can-
not give me o fixed sum for expenses,
[ have heen looking into the ac-
counts, and find with the strictest
economy that we ecan secarcely get
on with less than this estimata,” and
she handed bim the memorandum
she had prepared that morning.
“Bat you know very well, Minnie,
I can't bother with these things.”
“Somebody wust  bother with
them, Charlie, and if vou wish me

[ always give you

to continue to doso I mnst know |

ixastly how much 1 am to spend,
aud not be . obliged to come to yon
for every dollar as T waut it. The
expenses are not mine, they are for
the family as n whole.”

“Well, if that's all, good-night,’
and Charlie went out,
what under the sun ‘“‘possessed”
Minnie anyway,

But Minuie abided her time.
thought one ery was enough for one
day, so she took her mending basket,
and while the children . were busy at
their lessons, and her busy needle
flew in and out, she carefully thought
over her resources, by which she
might be able to earn a little pocket
money and be just a little 1lnlepun~
dent, even though she had n hushand
who was not ungenerous but only
thonghtless of her wants., She used
to play the piano ereditably in her
girlhood, but was now long unused
to practice. She, might revive her
uld taste for painting, and apply it
to purposcs of decorntive art; but
that would take much time, more
than she eonldspare from ber family.
Finally & ¢ .« tion from Puil, yawn-
ing over lus Listory lesson, gave her
the dawning of an idea. Midnight
found her at ber desk,

two hours, eompletely absorbed, she | heart are
had been writing skeleton plavs of | Christian Union.

simple historienl nrticles for children,

How 1 which from time to time she meant |

to enlarge and fill up in an enter-
taining style at her leisure. Here-
tofore her brain and nerve had been
given entirely {o her family. If she
could make her pen pay for the long-
needed ‘‘second girl,” why not?
And how much more gratifying to
her taste than the endless sewing
and darning!

Three duys alter, Bridget L'aluui no companionship like that of your

waddling up stairs, her arms akimbo,
“There’s not a solitary erust for din-
ner, ma'am, barrin’ the scraps of
cold wate and peraties! Sure what'll
I do, ma'am?”

“Putiton the lable Bridget;there’s
nothing else to do.” '

Charhe eame home to dinner,
ensy, overflowing with good spirits,
which, however, seemed to dininish
perceptibly ns the slim dishes one

after nnother put in an appearance. |
“‘Seems to me Bridget is getting |

rather to the end of her resourees,
or else ity wash-day all the week,”
vbserved Charlie.

It is wot Bridget's fault, Charlie.
The buteher's bill is already so large
that T distike to sdd to 1t.”

: “Oh!" says Charlie, sententious-
J

The meat for mext day's dinner
appesred promptly. After a week
of misery, of ill-cooked meals and
goneral lacks in all departments
which had hitherto seemed to take
care of themselves some way, Mr.
Barnard eame to the conclusion that

e botter and_eggs and | there must bave been il deal
r went sery fast. It wustbe|of thinking done by g::md;o‘:;
s 4 y

_ % made a careful | formerly; for things had never bo- |
- She & line fore reached this sxtreme chaotic

g to bring
[ The

stage. Then there bey.. to dawn
upon the vi jon of this wise man a

a year, and be ought |

T T TR T T
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| trembling fingers, fearing disappoint-
Sho had prepared herself
| for that, bowever—and was spared
i it, for she found instead a note of
aceeptance. She felt vicher than a
This one touch of en-
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glad springtime,
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