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The valleys are of an average elevation of about 2,000 feet above sea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numerous streams the year round.

THE CLIMATE

Is dry and healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops. Snow seldom fulls to the depth of one foot.in the valleys, and never remaing longer than from
two to three weeks at a time.

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer nonths about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating slecp and rest for the fatigued

The winter season usua ly begins about the first of December and lasta till the middle of Fabroary
or first of Murch, when the ingbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 18t to July 18t, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture o the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as o assure the
furmer an abundant yield,

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is usualy dry and fuluplm\ to the succesaful gathering of crops. tGenerally
enough rain falls in the autumn months to moisten the ground satliciently to permit the farmer to
prepare the game for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal elimate than Upion County,
as the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove

The various contagions provalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usunlly very mild in their attacks w pen they do appear.  There has only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County sinco (ts settlement, and chills :uuf }uwr are totally anknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lny waste the country, destroy property and (he lives of people, nor biizzanls to
freeze the life ont ol humanity,  Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which ig found West
of the Cascade Monntains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There ig 1,407,500 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County ; the rest is ansurveyed, the unsnr-
voyed portion being valuable for Thimber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits.  The vallevs
of the Connty are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Croek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey.  Tihu
goil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oatg, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegetables und Frojws, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fuet all of the smaller varieties grow o pertection.

The vield of Whent is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
ne l‘.lr‘l‘)", with exeeptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bhushels of onts hus been  raised to
the acre.  The Mountains are covered with'a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Spruce, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lnmbering iondustry, also some of
the larger species of Tamreae, but this class of timber is used chietly to furnish wood ties, ete,, which
is umply sullivient to supply the surrounding country for ages,

The mineral resources of the County are only purtisly developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining Lins been done to prove that great ledges of ore nterline the mountain sides, which, when
sutficient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the Connty. A more detailed account of the Mines and Minersl Resources of the
County will be found further on.

STOCIK IRRADSING.

The assessment roll of the county tor the year 1988, shows that there were 21,740 head of horses,
98 28 Head of Cuttle, 55,645 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in 8 greal Stock Raising Reglon.  Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thesvof a neat profit on sheir investment,

In fact, the stock bumaess has been and still is the most paying of nn'f in the country and ft
bids falr to continue to be such for many years to come.  The bunch grass growisg upon the hfll.. and
mountaing is very nutritious, stock fattening in a very short time, ready for market. Usually stock h+s
tio b fod hae for from one to two months ducing the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the hunch grass and do well, 'he climate is such that sto k raised is of & hardy and healthful charsc-
ter, giving Lo work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle

The milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very heslthy and produce heavy tleeces, The
dairylnz business in the last few years has developed into a large and profitable one, the country being
specially adapted t the business ? renson of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex-
cellent range, the large quantity of hay and g ain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
large waler mmvly and the guick market of Butter and Cheese, The Jersey, Holstine sand Durham are
rapidly taking the place of the common breed of cattle, and dairymen are giving considerable attention
to the breedivg of their cows,

It i sald more profit can by realized per yeur from a milk cow in this eountry than any other in the
United States, one instance being given of a single cow for one year, yielding a net profit to the owner
of $175 besi los the calf

Twn o mimeries are In operation at the Cove, in this county, whith make 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worth 14 cents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents per pound,

Thix vear a creamery is in operation at La Gronde, with what success remaing to be seen, although
no doubl van be entertained but that it will prove to be a prefitable concern.

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining District« of Un'on County are Cernucopia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia District is
o the E stern portion of the County, and embracss a section about ten miles ~quure, w ilh‘n w hich there
are about B00 qusrtz locations,  The formation Is granite and slate; the ledges running in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direction.  The first locations wers made hers in 1886 The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold predominaiing, Some of the lodes are free mibding, but they generally contaim bhase
metal sn in consequence wi'l have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the difsrent grouns, showing an average yield of from #25 to 1 0 per ton. When the proper meth: ds
are employed 1o work these ledges to the best advantage, Uornucopis will be considered the New
“Kldorado of the West,”

The Or gon Gold Mining Company, of Loulsville, Ky , I8 the only company represented in the dis-
triet. It has opened upseveral of 1is ledges, which weie obtalned at from S10,0 00 to §20,000 cach,

The Red Jacket, belonging ta this company, s & well defined ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and when -l.rm-ta‘ on the lowest tunnel, was found to be a mass of the golden metal, This
company has a 40-Stamp Ml raoniog olght and day upon the ore taken from this ledge. Seven thou-
sand five hoondred pounds of sulphurets wore secured the first month of this spring’s operations, besides
immense guantities of free gold csvght upon the ama'gam pans,

This company s expenses in bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
FA0 0 0. They have the Whitman, which Y%as s shaflt sunk over 1M feot and shows better as the work
progresses: the Alta No. ¥, which is developed sufliciently (o tndicate o well detined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is hivhly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicts s second Leadville of Cornucopia. Many other ledges of the camp with 10 feet or more
of development work are showing up well, smong which are the Simmons grup, comprising the Key.
stone, Chorkma'e, Empire and Buckeye, all situsted on the Simmons Meuntain and ald to be the best
group of wines in the camp, = lso the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chrl to, situated on the rame
mountain and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up northeast of Cornucopla, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Hlue Bell and Simmons group. The Unlon, Companion. Last Chan ¢, Robert Emmet, Forest
Yueen, Hed Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Hed Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger llny. Climax
and Queen of the Waest are all suffictently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore ln great guantities,  The Cornucopla or Pine ¢ reck district is & rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lneks capital to prove its wonderful richness. [t s destined to be one of the richest
campn in exintence,

The Sanger mines are operated by a San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two years
ago, buying the ledges for 817,00 and now cleaning up on an average of 70,000 per month, These
milnes are on the road between Union and Cornucopia, about 31 miles east of Union, having a tri-weekly
miall from Union on to Cornucopla, thus being placed in dircet communieation with Union, their trad.

lug polnt,

'ﬁu- Sparta mines are about eight miles sontheast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twenty years, still violdiog large returns.  The Sparta mives are mostly placer, but quite a namber of
ledges have lately boen found which, as far as developea, indieate good paying ore, A mill is being
bullt here and good returns are expested from its work,
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UNION COUNTY, OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE
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COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

AGRICUILTURAITY., INTIERENSNTS,

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and atiractive
Valley of T'nion County, is the Famous Giande Honde, whose ! eauty is ' ecomit g known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meuntains upon which seems to rest the blue veult above. Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beautiful =cenery. This valley embraces 300,000 acres of
as fine Agricn/tural Land ax can b+ found on the Pacific Const,

The Grande Ronde River enters {18 boundary on the West and flows Easterly throngh the cenfer
of the va'ley and thenee Northerly and out at { & Northern limits; 30x25 miles is {ts lengtn and bred'h
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Honde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East ard Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the sbove
named >treams affo' ding abundance of water the  eacon round.

The soil of thi= valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there being a*ont three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge. all of which produces excellent grain,

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Barley. Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and-Clo'er is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to #0 bus hel« per acre of Wheat 4 to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from 2 to 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crups of Alfalfa being cut in one season.

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produ ing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in gquantity each
year. Desides the prodacticn of grain and hay for export, a » immense quantity of fruits, iocludit g Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, ears and snoade froits, also gar en vegetables mre raised in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese in also one of our staple producis, Stock
raising is engaged in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the e st '-n-:l animuls for breeding pur-
poses, Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock, Thelands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places can te bought at from £15 to 830 per acre, wh ch is comp®utively cheap, Mar y large
hodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality ca e had at very reasonable raies,
which could be divided into several good farms.,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the hest guality for lum' ering purposes nnd
easily reached, But little of the timber land has been entered or tanken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The 0. R, & N. R. R. entering  the valley at the southern portion and followiong the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the vuliey on the West, traversiug the Southwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the ¢n-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union. Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best rallrosd facilities,

Puget Sound, W, T,, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or.. and the cities of the
So' nd In competition £ r the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Granae Ronde Vo ey, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportun‘ty is cffered anywroere in the Northwest for the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and s vicinity., The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing indust jes of nearly eveiy kind. of which we now have
but very few, It wiil sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmi g and dairying ' usiness,
offering in this line advantages not to be found but in very few pluces. The raising of thorough bred
stock is & profitable buxiness and there is hardly an individual here solely in that bu-iness at present.

To visit Grande Ronde Valley snd see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here. In no
i* stance have people. who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard to
climate, soll and everything that goes to constitnte a giod country.

The Grande Ronde Va at)' has several considerable towns and village=: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mouutains on the northwest Summerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the

valley.
UNION,

The County Seat of Unfon County, is situsted in the southern portion of the Fertile Geaude Ronde Valley, mud hns
the best Natural Location for s Clty of any town in Eastern Oregon,  Situated, just ut the buse of rolling hills ou both
sides of Catheriue Creek, a besutiful, sparkling stream, whose waters are pure as natiee ever distilled and beld
suspended in ber monotain reservoles, furnishing immense waterpower just waiting to be utilized by the hand of
man for all kinds of manulacturing industries, In fact the water power is amply sufficlent to make Union the Lowell
of Oregon if the attention of her enterpriging clitizens were turned In that direction, whilch will be the case when new
blood and Eastern capitalists come in.  This 1s one of the best places (o oregon for the eroction of maunfactirivs,

A woolen mill {s greatly needed pnow, snd some energetic cupltalist who Is coguged fu such business would fiud
here the chosen spot for such an enterprise, right in the heart of & great woolgrowing section of the couutey. No
hiigh freights to pay, water-power (o sbundance, aud o fuct everythiug that such & business would couswme s pro-
daced here In the valley,

The present popilation of Union Is about 1,200, but when the 0. & W, T, rallrond resachies here she will donole her
population inside of six months, Eager oyes are watehing 1o take advautage of the present low prices in property and
procure for themselves a home where they may live lo peace and plenty. Water works can be put o at very little ex-

pense by rauning a part of Catherine erevk futo & large reservolr on the UL back of town. This will glive all the fall
we want—from 180 fect up; no expense of Keeping a stosm pump aod the necessary repalrs. This mountsin stream
can be, made 1o run directly (nto the reservolr and all the waste oo bo utilieed o furnishing power for machinery
“'!n-l; once water works are completed there will be o ueed [or wells, springs, ete,, for no purer J "
founc

Uur school facilities are nosurpassed. We bave lo our public school, a High school Grade, The schoo) is supplied
with every possible conveulence, Everything s furnishied by our Hberad banded eltizens, wno belleve In glving their
children s first-ojass education aud that they can be educated fn oo better way thao by having 8 No. | school st home
The school at preseut is divided into four compartmeunts, &l thoroughly gmaded, Students on completiug the Nt‘;
seribed course of study recelve a certificate to that effect. A wddition 1o the present schoo! butlding is in Coulemple.
tion, also severs! bundred dollars worth of apartiients is soon to be sdded,

Morslly and soeinlly, Union is vuexcelled sud her hospitality s widely known throughont the surroundiog coun-
try We have four churchoes, all in o Sourlsbing condition. There are slx secret societies, doing much good to hu-
manity, We have g unmber of stores of difforent kinds, gll dolng & profitable busiuvss. as they supply » great agrical-
turnl distriet and the numerous mining camps lu the poar vicinity. We are also supplicd with several saloous, bar-
bershops, bincksmithshops, ele., one privcipai hotel nud several rostauranis, so that the most fastidlons tastes of he
eplouring can be fully satistied, We are also supplied with two frst-cluss Hvery and feed stables so that StrAngers
coming to this town will have uo trouble lu procuring & Sest-class team and tmking o drive ot futo the xhl'l.ivrlliug
atmosphere aud feasting his eyes upou the grandeur of vur mountain seenery, apd brenthlvg o the lfe-glving exygen
that can be found powhere so pure a8 in Unlon Conuty.  To the Eastenys, who bx uot ased o mountain sconery, when
frst beholdine our benutiful loostion, his first apd fnvoluotary exclamation s, “Paradise Found at Last s
county Court House s well findshed ln every particnlar, huving a large and commod lous hall, amply suffielent
to accommodate apy I nll wudlences. 1t wiso bas fn conpection s Jail built by the Pauley Bros., with all their latest
Improveed cells, thus mgking things secure axninerihe eacape of suy prisouers that may be confined thervin Jar
Opern Honse Is one of the lurgest this side of Portland, with bandsomely decorated curtaios and finished in I;upe-rh
style, Ope lnrge and commodions Flonring MILL full roller process, with sll modery improvements, is sitaated ndjolin.
Ing the town,  Also severnd saw mills {u the ear vicluity. ] he lombering loterest s bouond o become quite & foa-
ture fu our industrics,

Taken all Lo wll, Union 18 one of the best towns Iy Eastern Oregon,  Herctofore she has been kept back on aceonnt
of poor rallros | facilities, bur when the Hunt systenm of Raliroad is completed tuto Union, s Istent resources will be
developed and It will tnke s place smong the thriviog clthes of our lspd, We have oone of the loveliest 1owns in
Oregot, wnd s great deal of wealth Is here slready All that Is yow nedded is for people to come and  take ady nutage
of the great Indueements soon to be thrown at the foet of every cnergetle mau possessing elther bealns or miusele

The pleasure-secker or the invalid van fAnd pe better place to while awsy the summer mouths, Only throe miles
away can be fonnd Hot Spriongs aud Lakes reveling in medien] virtues aod cumtiyve powers the famous + hansns Hot
springs,” Kheummatism and such complaints dissppesciug ws if by the hand of nenugician, Lovers of the plsestorial
urt will find the besumiful sparkling waters of Catherine ereek alive with the gumy mounutaiy and brook trour,  In the
edge of the monntains langer gatoe way be fonnd, while out o the valley slong the Grande Ronde river wre Kvae
swan and ducks (o abundance,  In the the grain feld prairie chickeos are quite pleutifol. Tekiog all these uktura
advantages for plessure and busttiess, we think people looking 1or 4 bome cau Gud no plece supplyiug all thelr wants
better thun the esutifal eity of Union .

sinee the much lked of Hunt Reliroad is sy sssured fact, property s beginnisg 10 advauce o prices, though ag
the prescut tiwe city lots and blocks msy be bad st very reasonable rates,

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOGIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its powerthe means of handling prope:: to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

lcc, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association,

Who will cheerfully furpish them with all the information desired.

WILSON & HACKETT,

UNION, OREGON,
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