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UNION

COMPRISES ABOUT

The valleve are of an avernwe olevation of abaut 2 000 feet abiove gen level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feot and continually coversd with snow, which furnishes o water gupply for
numerous streams the vear round.

THE CLIMATE

Is dry andd healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and muture
crops,  Snow gcldom falls to the depth of one foot in the vullovs, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being oflset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatizued

The winter season nsun.ly beging about the first of Decomber and lasts till the middle of Fabraary
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 1st to July 18t, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as to assure the
farmer an abundant yield.

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months im this
county, the weather is nsualy dry and u.hq-n--‘ to the snccessinl gathering of crops.  Generaily
enough rain falls in the auturen months to moisten the ground satliciently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal climate than Union County,
as the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove,

The varions contaions prevalent in many localities are glmost wholly nnknown here, and are
ustally very mild in their attacks when they do appear.  There has only heen one case of Smallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chifls and ,I-v--r ars totally unknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to luy waste the conntry, destroy property and ihe lives of peopls, nor blizzards to
freesze the life out of immanity,  Nor do we have the fogy and dawp atmosphere which is fonnd West
of the Cascude Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There ia 1,407,500 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County ; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits. The vallevs
of the ("mm!_\r are Grande Ronde, Indinn, North Powder, Big Creek, FEagle, Pine and Starkey. The
#oil in these vallays is well adapted to the rmising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegetables und Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fuct all of the smaller varieties grow to perlection.

The yield of Wiheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when ag high as 100 bushels of oats has been raised 1o
the acre. The Mountains are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Spruce, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lnmbering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tamrae, but this class of timber is nsed chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is amply sufficient to supply the surrounding country for ages,

The mineral resources of the County are only partialy developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges n! ore nterline the mountain sides, which, when
suflicient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on.

NTOCIL IRRAINSING,

The assessment roll of the county tor the vear 1985, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
98,123 Hend of Cattle, 55,85 Head of Sheep, and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in & great Stock Raising Region. Thousands of head of stock are yeurly shipped, bringing to the owners
thereof a neat profit on shelr investinent,

In fact, the stock busmioess has been and still is the most paying of any in the country and it
bids fair to continue to be such for many years to come.  ‘The bunch greass growing upon the hills and
mountains is very nutritous, stock fattening in a very short tme, ready for market, Usnally stock hss
to be fed har for from one to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well, Uhe elimate is such that sto k raised is of & hardy and healthful charse-
tor, givingto work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle,

The milk cow here attains perfection, Sheep are very hoalthy and produce heavy tleeces, The
dairyving business in the last few years hax developed into o large and profitable one, the country being
specially ndaptod to the business I‘n' renson of the milk producing qualities of the grasses wod the ex-
eellent rnnge, the large quantity of hay and g ain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
I“"{" wiler _.,||l||||_\. nod the llll“‘( market of Butter and Cheese,  The Jerse .\'_. “ll!!l’llll‘ sud Durham are
l'lllil'“)’ taking the place of the common breed of cattle, and ilmr_\ men are giving conslderable attention
to the breediv g of their cows, )

It is waid more profit ean bs realized per year from a milk cow in this eountry than any ether in the
United States, one instance being given of a siugle cow for one year, yielding a net profit to the owner
of $175 bes) Tes the enll

Two o renineries are in operation al the Cove, in this connty, whi'h make 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worth 1 ocents per ponnd, and To,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents per pound,

This yeur & creamery is in operation at La Grende, with what sucoess remains 1o be seen, although
no doubit can be entertained but that it will prove o be a profitable concern,

ITS MININCG RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornncopia, Sparts and Sanger. Cornucopia District is
in the K stern portion of the County, and embracts a section about ten miles square, within which there
are about 600 quartz locations,  The formation is granite nnd slate; the ledges running in a Southearterly
aud Northwesterly direction, The first locations were made here in 18854, The quartz contains Gold and
Sliver. the gold predominaiing, Some of the lodes are free milling, but they generally contaim base
metal an o consequence will have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an average yield of from #25 to 100 per ton,  When the proper metheds
are emiployed to work these ledges o the best advantage, Coraucopin will be considered the New
“Kldorado of the West,™

The Or gon Gold Mining Company, of Lounisville, Ky , Is the only company gepresented in the dis.
trict. 1t has opencd upseveral of (s ledges, which were obtained at from #Ill,"lll to 20,000 euch,

The Hed Juecket, belonging to this cowpany, I8 n well defined ledge, averaging aliout four feet in
thickness snd when struck on the lowest tunnel, was found 1o be a mass of the golden metal. This
compuny has a 40-Stamp Mill running aight and day upon the ore taken from this ledge. Seven thou-
st flve hondred pounds of sulphurcts were secured the first month of this spring’s operations, besides
immense quantitios of free pold canght npon the ama'gam pans,

This company's expenses in bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ete,, has amounted to over
300 0 0, They have the Whitman, which fas a shaft sunk over | M0 feet and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No, 2, which is developed suflicientiy to fndicate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Smith, s hivhly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a seoond Leadville of Cornucopis.  Many other lodges of the camp with 100 feet or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Buckeye, all sitnated on the Stmmons Meuntain and said to be the besg
group of mines in the camp, *Iso the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chri to, situated on the same
mountaln and extensions of the Sinmons ledees, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up northeast of Cornueopia, shows some of the riche<t ore of uay in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Stmomons group,.  The Union, Companion, Last Chan ¢, Robert Emmet, Forest
Quien, Hed “u}, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Bed Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger “_.,‘ Clitmax
and Queen of the West are all sufticiently developed o show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore in great quantities,  The Cornucopia or Pine Creek district is a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and "“L lacks capital to prove its wonderful richness, It is destined 10 bp one of the richest
canps in existence,”

The Sanger mines are operated by a San Franciseo Company, which began its cperations two vears
ago, buying the ledges for 817,000 and now cleaning up on an average of §70,000 per month, These
wiines are on the road betwean Union and Cornucopia, about 30 miles east of Upion, having a tri-weekly
mall from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being ||iﬂ(‘l‘d in direct communieation with 1 nion, their trad.
Ing point,

The Sparta mines are abont elght miles southenst of Sanger and have beon worked for the past
twenty years, still yielding large returns,  The ."\#mrln mines are mostly placer, but gquite a number of
lodgos have lately bheen found which, as far as developea, Indieate good paying ore. A !l is being
bullt here and good returns are expesied from (s work,
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JOUNTY, OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

AGRICUIITURAT., INTICRENSITDS.

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of Union County, is the Famous Grande Ronde, whose beauty is tecomivg known far and wide,
surrotnded by lofty meuntaing upon which seems to rest the biue vsult above. Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beautiful seenery. This valley enibraces 300,000 acres of
as fine Agricultural Land as can b found on the Pacitie Consat,

The Grande Ronde River enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly through the cen'er
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and out at irs« Northern limits: 30x25 miles i% its length and bredih
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the Fast and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the nbove
named streams affo-divg abundance of water the * eason ronrd.

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there being a'out three
Townshios of land having a sandy soil. known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain,

The yield of Whent, OUats, Barley. Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to &0 bushels per acre of Wheat 40 to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from ¥ to 5 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa belng cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produ-ing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in guantity each
year. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, a9 immense quantity of fruits, inelnding Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Vears and smaile fruits, also garden vegetables are raised in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections. Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple products. Stock
raiming is engaged in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and (armers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses, Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock. The lands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice place< can be hought at from £15 to 840 per acre, which is comp®atively cheap, Many large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality ca @ be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several good farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the hest quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The 0, R, & N. R. R, entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the valiey on the West, traversing the Southwesterm bonndary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountans to Sumimerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union. Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railroad facilities.

Puget Sound, W. T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or.. and the cities of the
Sor'nd in comperition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be eaid with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is offered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
secker or capilalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and its vicimity, The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of uearly every kind. of which we now have
but very few. It wiil sustain ten times the population it now hasin the farmi @z and dairying ! usiness,
offering in this line advantages not to be founa but in very few places. The raising of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an inaividual here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grands Hende Valley and see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here. In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the bestof reputation in regard te
climate, soil and everything that goes to constitvie a giod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Smmmerville in the northern
t-n:} of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley.

UNION,

The Conuty Sext of Unlon County, is siommted in the southern portion of the Fertile Grande Ronds

¥, wud has

thie st Natnrsl Location for & City of any town ln Exstern Oregon,  Sitasted f roll hills on both
sldes of Catherine Creek, a beautiiul, sparkiing stream, whose waters are radistilled and held
suspended in her wountain rescevolrs, furnishing (mmense wWrlerpower Jast welt} ad by (he hand of
man for all kiuds of manufacturing (ndusteles, o faer the water power s amply muke Uulon the Lowell
of Oregon M the attention of her entorprising cltlzens were turned (o that direction the cisis when new
blood and Esstern capitalists come in.  This s oue of the best places (n or n for 1l tiot of munufacturies

A woolen mill is geeatly necded now, sod somie energethe capitalist who is eng M sl busitess woald find
hiwe thie chosen spot for such an enterprise, right i the beart of o greal wiool-g GE svclion of the country. No
high frelghts to pay, water-power I abundance, sod (o fact everything that such o business would oussume is pro-

daced here in the valley
The present population of Union is about 1.200, but whey the 00 & W, T, rallrond renelies here she will donble hor
population luside of six monuths, Enger eves are watohing to take ndvautage of the presont low prices i property and

procure for themselves n home where they may Ive In peace nod pleaty,  Witer works cau be put Ty at very little ex-

pense by runuing apart of Cathierine ereek into a large reservole ou the bl back of town. This will give sl the | 1l
we want—from 150 feet M Do expense of Lt'-'ltllu‘ A ateam pumip wnd the boecessary repalers. Uhis mouninin ‘ilTl‘l’:‘I!
can be, made to run dircotly futo the reservolr and all the wiste oan be ntitlzed (o furnishing power for muchin ‘r\l'
\\'ln-li: once water works are completed there will be no need for wells, springs, ete,, for to purer deinking water '.'III‘I e
found. :

Chur selool facilities are upsurpassed. We have io our public school, 8 High school Grade,  The s hinol le supplied
with every possible convenlence, Everythiug is furuistied by our Hberal hauded olticens, who belleve in L-,\;,.Lll;j. :;
chifldren a fArstclass education and that they can be educated o uo better way thun by having s No, 1 sehool &t lml:wr
The school at preseut is divided into four compartments, all thoroughly erded, students on u;n.;-l.-“];u the pr “
scribed conrse of study recelve a certificate to that effect,  An addition to the present senool building is In ,.“'m.,m] II o
thon, also severnl hundred dollare worth of apartments [s soon 1o be added, i

Mornlly sud socially, Unjon is unexeelled and her hospitality s widely known throughout the surrowndine coun-
try. We have four churches, all in s fourishing condition,  There wre six secret socleties, dolng muct --,....:hr.. hu-
manity, We bhave a ummber of stores of different kKinds, all doing s protitable business, sy they supply u u:.-m nerionl
turn) district und the numerons winfing camps i the near vicinity, Wearne als supplivd with s \-.‘-;." ....'....l“~ bar-
beershops, hlancksmithsli . e, » principal hotel and several restaurnnts, so that the most fuet lddfisys |‘,|.:|.-.,I.':f :?lr.
eplenrian can be fully satisfied. We are also supplied with two trat-cluss lvery aud feed stables so (hat a-lnmuvr:l
coming 1o this town will have no trouble in procuring & Gest-class team and taking o deive out futo the « xhilleratin
atmosphere and feasting his eyvos dpon the grandeur of our mosntain seenery, sud breathiog (o the | fe-giy \,m’_l', X4 ﬁ
that can be found nowhers so pure ax in Unlon County,  Tothy Enstengs, who 5 uot wsed 10 molntain seenery. when
first beholding our h-lmllllfui Poimtlon, Ly fest wbd Involuotary exclamation is, “Paradise Found at Last

Onr ooty Court House (v well ndehed o every particuln VING B jnrge uied o nmoed lous hall
to gecommaodate any aud all sudiences It also '..n-»‘lnln-:nu-:l i [‘H'M'Il-" sufcleat

touwjall b by the Pauley Bros., with a1l thel .
fmproveed cells, thus negxtug things secure againee the cacape of sy pri int miey by confloed '!.\.-r:-nr ian;\::
Opera House i8 one of the lungest this side of Portland, with hundsomely rated curtaios and finished In superh

style. One large snd commodions Flonreing Mill, full mller process, with all wmodern npravements, is situnted sdfoin
u 4

ing the town.,  Alsosevernl saw mills in the near vicininy be lumbuering (uterest (s bonnd 1w become quite w fen-
ture in our industries. I

Taken all bu all, Unlon Is one of the best towns In Eastern Oregon,.  Heretofore she has boon & it back on seconnt
of poor rullroad fecllitles, bur when the Hunt system of Raileowd 18 con pleted into Unlow, s Iatent resiirees will |l.
developad and it will take its place nmong the thriving cities of our [and. We bave one of the lovellest -.ml"n 1!:]
Oregoin, nnd & great deal of weslth 15 bhere slresids ALl that s now uvided Is for people o come ol tike u-i.“u.f e
of the great Induevments soon to b thrown st the foel of every energetic man possessing clthier bralns or musole .

The plensure-secker or the luvalid can dnd po better place 0 while wway the sgymmer months, Onls lhrw‘. miles
away can be found Hot Springs aod Lakes reveling in medioal virtues and curative powers Lhe famons ‘Hanisan ”I-‘-!
springs"" Rbvumatism and such complaints slisappeariug as 1f by the hantd of soone magleian, Lo of th piscatorisl
art will And the beaunlivl sparkling waters of Catherine oreek allve with the gnmy mountaiy In 1[“,.
tUge of the mouutalns inrger gaane nay e found, whise ont i valley sloug the Gretde Ropdle v ges -;'
ewah mid duoks 1t abii s e In the the grain feld pirmirke Ketis wre quite plentid mkln A .n’-:,'.’.

sdvantages for pleasure and business, we thiuk 1,«-.-|-J\I Miking oy & howme cau Bud no place supply _"_" 5
better thun the beautiful city of Union 4

pinee the much talked of Hunt Relirosd [s an assared fact prperty s begingieg (0 sl v u prives, t
the present Ume city oty and bioeks may e Lad ut very ressonglil wivs

FLelr wants

Iongh at

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOGIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

loc, etc., to

Parties desliring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish t.hem with all the information desired.

WILBON & HACKETT,

UNION, OREGON,

\‘;. .




