UNION COUNTY. OREGON.

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION

COMPRISES ABOUT

The valleys are of an average elevation of about 2,000 feet above sea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numeronus streams the year round.

THE CLIMATE

Is dry and healthful, there being a safficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops. Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remains longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperature for the winter monthas is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer mwonths about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter season ususlly begins about the first of December and lasts till the middle of Fabruary
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

Krom March 1st to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as to assure the
farmer an abundant yield. ) )

During the months of July, August and Ha-‘ﬂem?u!r' which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is usualy dry and adapted to the successful gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the auturmn months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the furmer to
prepire the game for his fall grain, -

There is no country in the United Rtates more blessed by a healthiul climate than Union County,
a8 the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove.

The various contagions prevalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks when they do appear. There has only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since ita settlement, and chills au-{ }mn-r are totally unknown, We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lay waste the conntry, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzards to
frevze the life out of humanity. Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountains.

S0OIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,500 Acrea of Surveyed Land in the County; the rest is unsurveved, the unsur-
veyad portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits. The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creck, Eagle, Pine and Starkey., The
soil in these valleys is well ndapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plumg, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fuct all of the smaller varieties grow to pertection,

The vield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
ne Hurlq-\:, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of onts has been raised to
the nere.  The Mountains are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Spruce, ete. The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lambering industry, also some of
the lurger species of Tamrac, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is amply suthicient to supply the surrounding country for ages.

The mineral resources of the County are only rurlinl_\' developed, but sufficient pmaTuvting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges of ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
sufficient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the gencral summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on.

NSTOCIE IRAISING.

The assessment roll of the county lor the vear 185, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
28,124 Head of Cattle, 55,688 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that ths County
in » great Stock Raixing Region. Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thereof a neat profit on sheir investment,

In fact, the stock busmiaess has been and still is the most paying of any in the country and it
bids fair to continue to be such for many years to come, I'he bunch grass growing upon the hills and
mountains is very nutritious, stock fattening in & very short time, ready for market, Usually stock hus
to be fed hav for fTrom one to Lwo months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well, 'he climate is such that sto k raised is of & hardy and healthful charsc-
ter, miving Lo work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle,

The milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy tleeces, The
dairying business in the last few years has developed into a large and profitable one, the country being
specially adapted to the business by reason of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex
cellont range, the large quantity of hay and goain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
larige water supply and the quick market of Butter and Cheese, The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
rapldly tuking the place of the common breed of cattle, and dairymen wre giving considerable attention
to the brvediog of thelr cows,

It is said more profit ean b2 realized per yenr from a milk cow in this country than any ether in the
United S5 ates, one iInstance belng given of & single cow for one year, yielding a net profit to the owner
of $1756 hwnides the ealf

Tw o cpenmories are in operation at the Cove, in this county, which make 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worth 11 cents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents per pound.

Thix year a cremmery is in operation at La Grande, with what success remains to be seen, although
no doubt can be entertained but that it will prove to be a profitable concorn.

ITE MININCG RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornucopla, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia Distriet is
in the I stern portion of the County, and embracés a section about ten miles square, within which there
are about 00 quartz locations, The formation is granite and slate; the ledges running in a Southeartarly
and Northwesterly direction.  The first locations were made here in 188, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold predominating. Some of the lodes are free milling, but they generally contmin base
metal an in conseguence will have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made ot ore from
the different grouos, showing an aversge f‘it'ld of from #25 to 10 per ton.  When the proper meth: ds
are emiployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopla will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West," X

The Or gon Gold Mining ('ﬂmm\n‘y. of Loulsville, Ky , s the only company represented in the dis-
triet, It has opencd upseveral of s ledges, which were obtained at from slll‘l 00 o 20,000 each,

The Hed Jacket, belonging to this rn||||-:mf, isn woll defined ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and when strack on the lowest tunnel, was found to be a maxs of the golden metal, This
company has a 40-Stamp M ronning night and day upon the ore taken from this ledge, Seven thou
sand five hundred pounds of sulphureis were secured the first month of this spring’s operations, besides
Igimense quantities of free gold cavght upon the ama'gam pans,

This company's expenses in bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ete,, has amounted to over
£300 0 40, They have the Whitman, which has a shaft sunk over LMK feer and shows betier as the work
progresses; the Alta No, 2, which is developed sufticiently to indieate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore, The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is hivhly plessed with the prospeet for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornucopia. Many other ledges of the camp with 10 feet or more
of development work are showing np well, among which are the Simmons greup, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Buckeye, all situated on the Simmons Menntain and said to be the best
group of mines in the camp, »1so the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chri to, situated on the same
mountain and extenstons of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and charactor of ore. The Way
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NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

AGRICULTURAILI., INTERESTS.

_ Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Larzest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of ['nion County, is the Famous Grande Honde, whose beauty is | ecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by Tofty mountains upon which seems 1o rest the blue vsult above. Wherever the eye
garzes it cannot help being enchanted hy our beautiful scenery. This valley embraces #00,000 acres of
as fine Agricultural Land as can b+ found on the Pacific Coast.

The Grande Ronde River enters i1s boundary on the West and flows Easterly through the cenfer
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and 6ut at i's Northern limits; 30x25 miles is ita length and bredth
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering &t the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with pumerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affording abundance of water the : eason round.

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich loam with clay subsoil. there being a*out three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain.

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to 50 bushels per acre of Wheat. 4¢ to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from Z 1o 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season.,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produring and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
vear. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, an immense quantity of fruits, including Ap.
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and smaile fruits, also garden vegetables are raised in great quantitics and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple products. Stock
raining is engaged in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock. The lands of thix vallgy have all been taken, but
choice places can be bought at from £15 to 830 per acre, which is comp®atively cheap, Many large
hodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality cat be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several good farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached, But little of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R. & N. R. R. entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the valiey on the West, traversing the Sonthwestern bonndury of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Rallroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union. Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railroad facilities,

Puget Sound, W, T,, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the cities of the
Sornd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of read. In concluding this liemriptmu of Grande Honde Valley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity ix offered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
seaker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and its vicinity, The resources of 1the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of nearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few. It will sustain ten times the population it now has in the farming and dairying business,
offering in this line advantages not to be found but in very few places. The raising of thorough hred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an individual here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grande Ronde Valley aud see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here, In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard to
climate, soil and m’e?‘lhing that goes 1o constitnle a grod country,

The Grande Ronde Valley bas several considerahle towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Summerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the

valley,
UNION.,

The County Seat of Union County, 18 situated in the southern portion of the Fertile Groande Ronde Valley, aud has

the best Natural Location for m City of any town (u Exstern Oregon,  sSttuated, just st the base roiling bills ou both

fldes of Cathorine Creek, & beautiful, sparkiing stream, whose waters are pore ss nsture over distillod and held
suspended in her mountain reservoirs, furnishing immense waterpower just walting to be utilized by the hand of
mau for all kinds of manufacturing indastries, In fact the water power s amply suficlent to make Unfon the Lowell
of Oregon I the atténglon of her enterprising citlzens were turned (n that direction, which will be the case when new
biood and Kastern capltalists come in.  This s one of the best plnees (u oregou for the erection of manufacturies,

A woolen mill is greatly needed pow, sud somie energetlo capitalist who is engieed i such basiness wonld And
howe the chosen spot for such an entorprise, rlght fn the beart of & grest wool-growing section of the countey No
high freights to pay, water-power (o abundance, and (o fact everythiug that such & business would conssime is pro-
daced hoere in the valley.

The present population of Union is about 1,20, but when the O & W, T, radlrosd reaches here she will dounle her
population inslde of six months,  Eager eyes are watehiug to take advantage of the present low prices in property and
procure for themselves & home where they may live in peace and plenty.  Water works can be put in st very Hittle ex-
pense by running n’pnrl of Catherine creck into a large reservolr on the hill back of town, . This will give !l the fall
we want—from 150 feet up; no expense of keeping a steam pump and the necessary repales. This mountaln sLrenm
can be, made to run dieeetly loto the reservolr and all the waste can be utilized in furnishing power for muchinery
When once water works are completed there will be no need for wells, springs, ete,, for no purer .;;“.;n.g walor ¢aty boe
found.

Chur sehool facilities are unsurpassed.  We have in our publie sehool, a High School Grade. The sehool Is supplied
with every possible convenlenew, Everythiug is furnished by onr libers) banded cltizens, who betieve in givin their
children a first-class education aud that they cau be educated in no better way than by having & No. I school at home
I'he sohool at present is divided into four compartments, all thoronghly efMded. Stadents on cowpleting the ].r,.:
seribed conrse of study recelve s certificate to that effect,. An addition tothe preseut sciool bullding (s in contempla-
tion, also several hundred dollars worth of apartments s soon 1o be sdded,

Morally and socially, Union is nuexeclled and hor hospitality 1€ widely kuown thronghout the surrounding eonn-
try. We have four chiurches, all in s tourishing condition. There are six secret sovieties, dolog much gomd o by
manity. We hsve n uumber of stores of different kinds, all dolog & profitable business, as they supply « great nigrionl-
tural distriot and the numerous minlug camps 0 the sear vieinity.  We are also supplicd with seversl saloons bar-
boershops, blacksmithshops, ete, one principal hotel and several restanrants, so that the most fastidions 1astes ..'f the
epleurian can be fully satisfled, We are ilso supplied with two firstelass livery and feed stables so it slLratgers
comiug to this town will have vo trouble (o procuring s fest-olass team and tkiog o drive out into the "\lllli:'rullng
atmosphere nid feasting his eyes npon the grandeur of onr mountain seenery, and bresthing o the Life wiviag EXYREn
that ean be found nowhere 8o pure as fu Union Conuty, Tothe Eastengys, who I8 uot wsed to monntain s cuery, when
tirst beholding our beautiful |i-|-flﬂ1l., his first aud tnvoluntary excolamation is, *Parmdise Found st Last. " ’

Oure county Court House (8 well finished in every partionlar, hay mr- A lnrge snd commodious hall, amply sufheient
to accommaodate any wnd all sudiences, 1t also has in conneotion a jafl bullt by the Pauley Bros,, with sll their latest
improveed evlls, thus mgking things secure againse fhe esonpe of any prisoners that may be o ifloed thereln '
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Up northeast of Cormmucopia, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension Opern House 18 one of the largest this slde of Portdand, with bandsomely decormted curtalns and finished in su

of the Blue Bell and Simmons group. The Unlon, Companion. Last Chan ¢, Robert Emmet, Forest sty le.  Ope large and commodions Plonring M1, full rullor*!nwnm, with all modern nurran"-nu-nln. I5 situated adjoin-
Quecn, Red Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax :::f.‘{',', ','::T.'.q.'?,lt",:;.l‘:\"‘m W allitta W8 aser viotlly, she inmbaring {uterwt Ls

and Quoen of the Waont are all sufticiently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying Taken all in all, Union {s one of the beat towns in Eastern Oregon. Heretofore abe has boe kept back

ore {1 great quantities, The Cornucopia or Pine Creek distriot is & rich one with an unlimited amount of poor railrosd facilities, but when the Hunt System of Raflroad is completed 1o Uilon, fts Intent ek 08 socount
of ore and only lacks capital to prove its wonderful richness, It is destined to be one of the richest developed and it will take 1ts place among the thriviog eities of onr Rod. we Bave Sas et (o T:,:,'_'l'i:f;;'l will be
camps in existence, Oregon, and o great deal of wealth s bere already. ALl that (s now oeeded is for people 1o come snd owas ia

‘he Sanger miines are operated by a San Francisee Company, which began s cperations two years of the groat luducoments soon to bo thrown at the fees of every energetic man possessing either brains cr wuscle,
ago, buylhu the ledges for $47,000 and now cleaning up on an average o ,7[1.[\!! per month, Thewxe - ‘E‘h? !.l;-“.rlr:;l-u;-ﬁ:-.rt or t.:n- lnuilhlt .‘:1-1 ﬂl}:l.;\lo ln;tta-r pt,‘lg-n-lhli“-ll le away the summer months, Only three miles
- mines are on the road betwesn Union and Cornucopla, about 3 ) miles east of Union, having a tri-weekly ;;!r.l'i.al:’h‘."‘ K“hn-lum:uam :;:3 -I:s'.h-t::ln;‘la.l;l?d;ullii':n-:'r:ll‘n: u:.l!' :-\ﬂtljl::'“h::::} I:Il“nr:lll::"l‘lll:;‘l'.‘l:r:n ";r %
= madl from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in direct communieation with Union, their trad- art will ind the beaunlful sparkiing waters of Catherine oreck slive with the gamy mountain and brook trout. |
ing int. edge of the monntaine larger game may be found, while ont o the valley along r%;.- Grande Ronde river are 5 _{h"
he Sparta mines are about elght miles southeast of Sanger and have beon worked for the past swaun and ducks (n sbundsuce,  In the the grain feld prairie chickeos are quite plentiful. Taking all gt e

twenty years, still ylelding large roturns.  The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite a number of ;:‘,‘t?',“‘;:',f :;:: l:,l.':::,'fﬂ;l':llf .i:'.'lgi!',',‘r;,"r think people looking for & home can And 1o place supply

lodges have lately been found which, as far as developea, indieate good paying ore. A mill is beit : 1 B p . . ety

built here and good returns are expected from its work, " the ;ml::‘{l,‘::::,:;;,“lt:;’.‘;.dl:"l'l"_‘h‘.‘:i:l’;“b:_ ‘I:.':l“.‘l‘::}r’;_":::'_h::hil erty is beginning to advance o
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Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.
_—-.-‘ - - -
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better adva ntage
than any firm in Union County. They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, loc,
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.
Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this
association, - o
WIIL.SON & HACKEKETT
l .
g g -
UNION, ORIEGON
Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired. ’ ‘ PN,
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