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UNION COUNTY, ORKEGON, |

. IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

- A ND

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The vallevs are of an avernge clevation of about 2,000 feet above sea leval, the highesat mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continually coversd with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numeroua streams the year round.

THE CLIMATE

I8 dry and healthiful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops.  Snow geldom fulls to the depth of one foot in the valleve, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time.

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summér months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter season nsun.ly begins about the first of December and lasta till the middle of Fabraary
or first of March, when the hushandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 1st to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the gronnd and tempering the atmosphere so as to assure the
farmer an almndant yvield, :

During the months of July, Angust and Sepltember, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is nsualy dry  and u-inplm‘ to the successiul gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the autumn months to moisten the gronnd sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States more hlessed by o healthfol olimate than Union County,
a8 the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove,

The various contagions prevalent in many localitics are almost wholly nnknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks when thev do appear.  There has only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chills :|l'||f Ii'\'l-r are totally unknown.  We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lny waste the country, destroy property and Jie lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the life ont of humanity,  Nor do we have the fogy and damp stimosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountuins.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,600 Acres of Surveyved Land in the County ; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuahle for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits, The valleys
of the County ure Girande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey, The
soil in these valloys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vexetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fuct all of the smaller varieties grow to perlection.

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 hushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
a8 Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats has been raised to
the pere.  The Mountaing are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Sprace, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lombering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tameae, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is amply satficient to supply the surrounding country for ages,

The mineral rosources of the Connty are only partisly developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges :J ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
suflicient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed aeconnt of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on.

NTOCIC IRRATISING.

The assessment roll of the county tor the vear 1885, shows that there were 21,710 head of horses,
24128 Hend of Cattle, 55,65 Head of Sheep, and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
i% 8 great Stock Raising Region,  Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thervof & neat profit on sheir investment,

In fact, the stock busiaess has been and still s the most paying of any in the country and it
bids fale to continue to be such for mmany veurs Lo come The bunch grass growing npon the hills and
mountains s very puteitions, stock fartesing in a very short time, ready for market,  Usanlly stock hes
to be fed har for from one to Lwo months during the winter, but in manvy places horses will winter upon
the bunel grass and do well,  Poe elmate is sueh that sto k raised is of & hardy and healthful charac-
ter, giving to work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle

The milk cow here attains perfoction,  Sheep are veory healthy and produce heavy tleeces. The
dairving business in the Inst few years has developed into a large and profitable one, the country being
nlN'l"hl.“_\v uiuplg-d to the husiness WorCakan of the wmilk [-I‘ddllt'ilu_’ (um ithes of the Eriassis anil the ex:
eollent rauge, the large quantity of hay and goain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
lurge waler supply nud the quick market of Butter and Cheese, The Jersey, Holstine sud Durham are
ru|ﬁ:l1_w king the plyee of the commaon breed of cattle, snd daicymen are giving considerable atteation
to the breeding of Illll"lr COWHN,

It is wa bl more profit can b realized per year from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
United Staoes, one instance belng given of & single cow for one year, yielding a net profit to the owner
of B176 besi ies the enlf

Two - penmeries are in operation al the Cove, in this county, whi'h make 12,00 pounds of cheese,
worth 11 vents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents per pooand. -

Thix year n creamery s in operation ai La Grende, with what suecess remnins 1o be seen, although
no doubl can be entertained but that it will prove to be o profitable concern,

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornucopia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia District is
in the K stern portiou of the County, and embraces a section about teu miles square, within which there
are about GO0 quartz locations.  The formation s’ graniie and slate; the ledges running in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direction, The fiest loestions were made hers in 1854, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold prodominaiing. Some of the lodes are free milling, but they generally contaim bhase
metal an in consequence will have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an average yield of from 825 to 81'0 per ton. When the proper methods
ure smployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopin will be considered the New
“Kldorado of the West," )

The Or+gon Gold Mining l‘mupun'v. of Lonisville, Ky , is the only company represented in the dis.
trict, It has opencd upceveral of fie ledges, which were obtained at from klll,l‘lll to $20,000 each,

The Red Jacket, belonging to this company, is s wall defined ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and when nl.rurf on the lowest tunnel, was found to be & mass of the f.;im.“ metal. This
company has a 40-Stamp Mill ranning aight andd day upon the ore taken from this ledge, Seven thou-
sand tive hondred pounds of kulphurets were secured the fiest month of this spring’s operatious, besides
frmense guantities of free gold canght upon the amalgam pans,

This company's exponses in buildings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
£300 0 0, They have llw Whitman, which has o shalt sunk over 1500 feet and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No. 2, which is developed sufliciently to Indicate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is highly pleased with the prospoect for his company
and predicts a second Leadville of Cornueopla. Many other h'd'll!"ll of the camp with 100 feet or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons griup, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Buckeys, all situated on the Simmons Meuntain and <sid to be the best
group of mines in the camp, *1so the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chrl to, situated on the rame
mountain and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up. northeast of Cornucopin, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Hiue Bell and Simmons group. ‘The Union, Companion, Last Chan ¢, Robert KEmmet, Forest
Queen, Red Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stells, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufliciently developed to show them to be good led and contain paying
are In great quantities, The Cornucopia or Pine Creek district i< a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and un‘y lacks capital o prove Its wonderful richness, It is destined to be one of the richest
camps in existence. - . .

‘Fm Sanger mines are operated by a San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two years
sio, buying the ledges for 47,000 and now cleaning up on an average of $70,000 per month, These
mines are on the road between Unlon and Cornucopia, about § ) miles east of Union, kaving a tri-week!
mall from Unlon on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in direct communieation with Union, their trad.
Ing point,

he Sparta mines are aboutr eight miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past

twenty yoars, still ylelding large returng,  The Sparta mines are mostly ?lmr‘ but quite & number of
Jodges have lately boen found which, as far as developea. indieate good paying ore. A wmill is being
bullt here and good returns are expected from its work,
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AGRICULTURAL INTIERESNSITS.

Now to retiirn to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of Union County, is the Famous Grande Honde, whose beauty is lecoming knaw far and wide,
surrounded by lofty mountains upon which seems 1o rest the I.!Iluu- vault nbove, W h.en-\'vr the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted hy our-beautiful scenery, This valley embraces 500,80 acres of
as fine Agrienitural Land as can b found on the Pacific Conxt, -

The (Grande Ronde River enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly throngh the center
of the va'ley and thenece Northerly and out at i » Northern lmits: 30x25 miles is jis length al:d.ls_rt'dih
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerons other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val'es one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the ahbove
named streams affording abundance of water the : eason round. _ ‘

The moil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there being aout three
Townships of land having & sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain.

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Barley. Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover s large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to £0 burhel« per nere of Wheat 40 to 100 for Oars and Barley, and Hay from 2 to B tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produ-ing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
year. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, a * immense gquantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and smaile fruits, also garden vegetables are raised fn great guantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple products, Stock
raining ix engagen in largely and profitubly; s fine stock may be secu upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur:
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock. The lands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places can be bought at from 815 to $30 per nere, wh eh ix comp®atively cheap, Many large
bodies of Innd owned by single individuals and of the best quality can be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several good farms.

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber Jand has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O, R, & N. R. B, entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the valiey on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundury of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'la Walla, W, T., through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through Qs center to Union. Upon the building of this rond the vailey will
have the best railrond facilities,

Paget Sound, W, T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the cities of the
Sond in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of road. In concluding this deseription of Grande Ronde Vi lley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is offered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Vaolley and ta vicinity, The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of  pearly every kind. of which we now have
but very few, 1t will sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmiog and dairy ing | usiness,
offerinug in this line advantages not to be found but in very few places. The raising of thorough bred
slock is & profitable business and there Is hardly an inaividual here solely in that business at present,

To visit Grande Ronde Valley sud see it and to investizate its advantages, is to locate here, Inno
i* stance have people. who have visited this valley given it other than the bestof reputation in regard to
climnte, soil aud evervthing that goes to constitnte a grod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley bas several considerable towns and villages: Unlon in the southern end
of the valley, Ln Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Summerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the cast side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley.

UNITION,

e County Seat of Dntou County, is situnted 1o the southern portion of the Fertie Geande Koode Vallev, sud has

the best Nutursl Location for a Clty of any town in Eastern Oregon,  Situasted, fast st the base of rolllng hills on both

sldes of Catherjue Creek, o benutiinl, u|-.u'|.ll.:|u stroeam, whose witers ure poare as nstore ever distilled and beld

saspended in her monntuin reservoirs, turnishing lmmense waterpower st wadtiog to e utilized by the hand of

muns for all kinds of manulacturing Industeies,  In fact the water power is amply suficlent to miake Ublon the Lowell
of Oregon i the attention of her enterprisiog eltizens were tarned ta that direction, which will be the ouse when new
blood and Eastern onpitalists come in. This Is oone of the best prhces In oregon for the ervetion of manufacturies,

A woolen willl I8 greatly necded now, atnd somo energetic oapitnlist whio s engueed 1w such bonsiness would And
here the chosen spot for such au enterprise, right in the heart of & groat woolgrowing sectlon of the country, No
high freights to pay, waterpower 10 abundapee, snd o fect eversthing that such s busivees would consume is pro-
daced here In the valley,

The present population of Unlon is about 1,00, but when the O & W T, rallrond reaches here shie will donnle her
population luside of six months,  Eager eves are watehing 1o take sdvantuge of the preseut low prices in property ahd
procure for themselves g home where they may live n peace and plenty. Water works can be put o at very little ex-

pense by runuing a part of Catherine creek lutg a large reservolr on the bill back of town. This will glve all the fall
we want—from 150 feet up; no expense of I\'"n'Y ug & steam pump and the pecessary repaies, This mountsin stream
can be, made to run dirvetly (uto the reservolr nnd all the waste can be utilized in furnishing power for machinery,
When once water works are completed there will be no geed for wells, springs, ete,, for uo purer lfr!ukiug waler can be
found.

Our school facilities are nosurpassed,  We have o onr public school, s High Scehool Grade,  The school is supplied
with every rnuihlr convenience,  Everything Is faruished by our Hberal handed eltizens, wio belleve (o giviug thelr
children a first-cjass eduoation and that they can be educated (u no better way than by haviug s No, 1 sehool .d,,,"m
The school st present is divided into four compartments, all thoroughly gMded. 2tudents on completing the lm-‘:
seribed course of study receive a certifeate to that eftect,  Au addition to the present school buwlding I8 in contem pla-
tion, also several hundred dollars worth of apartments s soon to be ndded,

Morlly and soclally, Union is nnexeellod snd her hospitality is widely known throughout the surroundiug coun-
try. We have four churches, all in s fourishing condition. There wre six secret spcieties, dolug much good to hu-
matilty, We have a number of stores of different kinds, all dolog a profitable busiuess, ws they supply & grent agricwl-
tural .fl.u!ol aud the numerous miniug camps [u the near viclnlty, We are also supplied with seversl saloous, bar-
bershops, biacksmithshops, ele; one principal hotel sud several restanranis, so that the most imstidions (ustes of the
eplonring can be fully satisfied,  We are also supplied with two fiest-olass Hivery and feed stables so that SLrangers
coming to this town will bave no trouble ln procuring o Grat-class tenm and takiug s delve out luto the exhillerating
wtmosphere and feasting his eyes upon the grandeur of our mountain seenery, and brestbing (o the e gy lag exygen
that can be fonnd nowhere so pure as in Unlon County.  Tothe Esstenss, who is 001 wsed to monntein seenery, when
first beholding our besutiiul loostion, his first and fuvoluntary exalpmation is, “Paradise Fouond at Last. "

Our county Court House Is well finished in every particular, hl.\'llir i lurge and commodions hall, smply suMeient
to sccommodute any and all sudicnces. 1t also has ln conneetion & Jail built by the Paaley Hros., with a)l thelr latest
fmproveed cells, thus mgking things seoure againse the eacape of auy prisovers thut mny be confined therein. Our
Opers House ks one of the largest this side of Portland, with handsomely decorated curtalos and finisbed in superb
style. One large and commodjous Flouring Mill, fudl roller process, with all modeen improvements, (s situsted adfoln-
ing thetown.,  Alsoseveral saw mills In the vear vicinity. The lumbering loterest Is bonnd to become quite & fes-
ture in our industrics,

Taken all tu all, Union is one of the best towns in Eastern Oregon, Herctofore she Las been kept buck on seconnt
of poor raliroad faellities, but when the BHunt System of Katirosd is completed foto Union, (s Intent resources will be
developed and [t will tuke (s place among the thriving citdes of our lsnd, We have one of the loveliest towns in
Oregon, and 8 great deal of wealth Is hore already. Al that Is now needed Is for people 1o come and take advaniage
of the great Inducements soon 1o be thrown st the foet of every energetic man possessing either bealos or mosels

The pleasure-socker or the invalid can tind no better place to while away the summer mouths, Onoly three milos
away ¢an be found Hot Springs and Lakes reveling in medical virtues and curative powers the famous K ansas Hot
gprings,” Rheumatism and sueh complaints disappearing as if by the band of some magiclan. Lovers of the piscatorial
wrt will find the beawunl il sparkliog weters of Catherine creek allve with the gamy mountain and Lrook trout. In the
edige of the ntatns larger game may be found, while out in the valley alobg the Grande Ronde river are qevee
swan and ducks o abundence, 1o the the geatu feld prairie chickens are quite plentiful, Takiog sl these m‘.“"..'[
advantages for pleasure and business, we think people looking for a howe ¢an tiud vo place supplylog all thelr \h"uuu
better than the beautiful elty of Union .

pinee the much tslked of Hunt Railrosd s an sssured fact, property Is begionieg to advance in
the present timoe city lots and blooks may be had at very reasonable rates

prices, though at

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better adva
They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

This asso-
ntage

loc’ etc-, to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

WILSON & HACKETT, -

association,

e
At

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired,

UNION, OREGON,




