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UNION COUNTY, OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

A N D

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys are of an avernge elevation of alout 2,000 feet above sgea lovel, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which furnishes n wuter supply {or
numerous streams Lhe year round,

THE CLIMATE

I8 dry and healthful, there heing o suflicient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crope.  Snow seldom fulls to the depth of one foot in the vallevs, and never remaing longer than from
two 1o threo weeks at s time.

Themean temperature for the winter months ig about 20 degrecs above froering point, and for
the snmmer wonths about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool .u',,f!:Tw that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the ftigued

The winter season vsun Iy beging about the first of December and tnsts till the middle of Fornary
or first of March, when the hushandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding,

From Muarch 18t to July Ist, the monotony of warm and dry weathier is broken by ireqguent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere so ns to assure the
farmer an abundant yield,

During the months of July, August and September, wlhich are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is nsunly dry  and :t-ln]rl:--‘ to the snccessinl gathering of crops.  Generally
enough rain falls in the autumn months to moisten the groand sulliciently to permit the faruer to
prepare the same for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal elimate than Union County,
s the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove,

The various contagions prevalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks when they do appear.  There has only been one cage of Smallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chills and fever are totally unknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lay waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzurds to
freczis the life out of humanity, Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountains.

) SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There ia 1,497,500 Acres of Surveved Land in the County ; the rest is unsurveved, the unsur-
veyaed portion being valuable for Timber, Pastare and abounding in Mineral Deposits, The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Fagle, Pine and Starkey. The
#oil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barlev, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Veeetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberrics, and
in fuet all of the smaller varieties grow to periection, -

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bughels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in gome localities, when as high as 100 bushels of onts has been raised to
the acre. The Mountains are coversd with a Fine Growth of Timber, consigting of ine, Tamrack,
Spruce, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the larger gpecies of Tameac, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete,, which
i amply suflicient to supply the gurrounding conntry for ages.

The mineral resources of the County ure only partialy developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges ull ore’ interline the mountain sides, which, when
sufficient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the County, A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resourcesof the
County will be found further on, .

NTOCIE RAINING.

The assessment roll of the county lor the year 1888, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
28, 124 Head of Cattle, 55,56 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of iwself that the County
in 8 great Stock Rafsing Region. Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thereof n neat profit on sheir investment,

In fact. the stock business has been and still is the most paying of any in the country nnd it
bids fair to continue to be such for many years to come. The bunch grass growing upon the hills and
mountains Is very nutritious, stock fattening in a very short time, ready for market, Usunlly stock hus
to be fed har for from one to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well, I'ne chimate is such that sto k raised is of u hardy and healthful charee
ter, giving Lo work horses a strong constitution apnd powerful muscle.

The milk cow here attalns perfection, Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy Heeces, The
dairying business In the last few fwlru has developed into a lavge and profitable one, the country being
specially adapted to the business by reason of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex-
cellent ravge, the large quantity of hay and gain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
large waler supply and the« ulck market of Butter and Cheese. The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
rapldly taking tLv slaee of the common breed of eattle, and dairymen are giving considerable attention
to the breeding of I‘wir COWH,

It §s sadd more profit ean be reallzed per year from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
United St es, one instance belng given of a single cow for one year, yielding a uet profit to the owner
of 175 bevt ew the call

Two or omeries are (n operation at the Cove, in this county, whi-h make 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worth 11 cents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents per poundd.

This vear a creamery is in operation al La Geonde, with what success remains 1o be seen, although
no doubt can be entertained but that it will prove to be a profitable concern,

ITS MINING RESOURCES,

The Mining District= of Un'on County are Cornucopia, Spartaand Sanger. Cornucopia District is
in the I steen portion of the County, and embracds a section about ten miles square, w iihiln which there
are about 600 guertz locations.  The formation is granite and slate; the ledges running in a Southeartorly
and Northwesterly divection. The fivst locations were made here in 15384, The quartz contaius Gold and
Silver, the gold predominaling, Some of the lodes are free milling, but they geunerally contain bhase
metal an in consequence will have to be treated in reduction works.  Assays have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an aversge yield of from #£25 to §1' 0 per ton. When the proper metheds
nre omiployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopia will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West,"

The Or: gon Gold Mining f'ummn{. of Loulsville, Ky, Is the only company represented in the dis-
triet. It has opened up s everal of its ledgos, which were obtained at from &Hl,l 00 to §20,000 each,

The Red Jacket, I)l"lll)ll ing to this company, isa well defined ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness aud whon struck on the lowest tunnel, was found to be & mass of the golden metal, This
compnoy has o 40-Stamp Mill vunning night and day upon the ore taken from this ledge., Seven thou-
sand flve hundred pounds of sulphurets were secured the fiest month of this spring’s operations, besides
immense quantitios of free gold canght upon the amalgam pans,

This company's expenses in buildings, macliinery, roads, developments, ete,, has amounted to over
£300 00, They hiave the Whitman, which has a shaft sunk over 1,50 feer and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No. 2, which is developed sufliciently to Indieate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is highly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornucopia, Mnni' other ledges of the camp with 100 feet or more
of development work are showing up woll, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Buckeye, all situated on the Simmons Meuntain and - aid to be the best
group of mines in the camp, »lso the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chri to, situated on the vame
mountain and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up. northeast of Cornucopin, shows some of the riche<t ore of any in camp and Is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Shmmons group. The Union, Companion, Last Chan ¢, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Red Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the Weat are all sufficiuntly developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore In great quantities, The Cornucoplia or Pine Creck district is a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lacks capital to prove lts wonderful richness, It s destined to be one of the richest
camps in existonce, )

'l‘ha Sanger mines are operated by a San Francisco Company, which began {ts cperations two years

, buying the ledges for 47,000 and now cleaning up on an average of §70.000 per month. These
mines are on the road between Union wnd l‘urmu-npu,' about &) miles east of Union, baving a tri-weekly
mall from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in dirvet communication with Unlon, their trad.
it wint.

N +lm Sparta mines are ahour elght miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twonty yoars, still vielding large returns,  The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite & number of
ledges have lately boen found which, as far as developea, Indicate good paying ore. A mill is being
built here and good returns are expected from its work,
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AGRICUIJEUIZ AT, INTICIRIOST N,

Now toreturn to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertite and attractis
Valley of 1/nion County, is the Famous Grande Honde, whose beauty st ecomnb g kuown tar aond wide,
surrounded by lofty meountaing npon whirh seems to rest the blue vsult alove. Wherever the exe
gnzes it envnot he |3| beine enclhianted by our beavntifing  scens ry. This wvalley enibraces 30K U neres of

as fine Agricultaral Land ns can be found on the Pacitie Const,

The Grande Ronfe Hiver enters 118 bomndary on the West and flows Fasterly through the center
of the va'ley mnil tyenece Northerly and out st jrs Northorn jimits; S0xZ5 andles is s length sod bred h
nnd with Catherifie Creek, the inrgest tributary of the Grande Bonde entering the valiey st the South,
Mill Creek entirir gt the East avnd Willow Lreclk entering at the North, with nhimerons athoer soeall
tributaries, make the Grande Bonde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys ln Oregon, all of the shove

named streams affo' dive abundpnee of water the s eason rourd
The soil of this valley is prineipally g Winck, vich losm with clay sulwnil. there heing a'ont three
Townships of land having a san iy 4ail, known as the Send Ridege, all of which produces exoe llent groin,
The vield of Wheat, Oats, Harley, IRtye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Closver is large, the cereals yielding
From 25 to $0 bushels per aere of Wheat 40 to 100 for Oats snd Rarley, and Hay from 2 (o Btons per sere;
[I'i'-|lhlllll_\ three creps of Alfulfa beibg cut in one scason,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The producing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
Year. Wesides the production of giain and hiay for export, a immense quentity of fruits, ineluding Ap-
ples, Plums, Pranes, Pears and stwoade  fruits, al-o garoen vegetables are raised io great gquantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections.  Butter and Cheese isalso one of our staple producis. Stock
raising is engoged in largely nnd profitably; as tine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronce
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always secmring the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock.  The iunds of thie valley have all been tnken, bat
choice places can  be bought at from 15 1o 830 per acre. which is comp®atively cheap, Mary large
bodies of nnd owned by stngle individuals and of the best gualivy can be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several good farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the beat guality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But Httle of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O, R, & N, R, R, entering  the valley at the sonthern portion and [ollowing the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the vulicy on the West, traversing the Southwoestern bonndary of the valley
for a distance of 14 wiles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be oxtended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W, T., through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union. Upon the building of this rowd the vailey will
have the best railvoad facilities,

Puget Sound, W, T., is the terminal poiot of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the cities of the
Sov nd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which i8 e¢vicenced by the building
of this second line of road. 1In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is cffervd anvwnere in the Northwest for the home
seeker er capitalists than in Grande Rondé Valley and i1s vicinity. The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industries of nearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few, It will sustain ten times the populaiion it now has in the farmicg and dairying | usiness,
otfering in this line advantages not to be fuumﬁ but in very few places. The raixing of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an individual here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grande Ronde Valley and see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here, In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley givin it other than the bestof reputation in regard to
climate, soil and evervthing that goes to constitnte a giod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Sunuuerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extremne northern part of the

valley,
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UNIO N,
The Connty Seat of Unton County, is situated in the sonthern portion of the Fortlle Graonde Roude Valley, saud has
the best Natural Locutlon for m Clty of any town in Eastern Oregon,  Stbanted, Just st the base of rolling Lills on both

sldes of Catherine Creek, o beantiful, sparkling stream, whose wWilters are pure &5 natuee ever distilled and held

suspended in her mountein reservolrs, farnishing immense waterpowoer just waiting to be utillzed by the hand of
man for ull kinds of mannfscturing industeies, In fact the water power Is amply sudfeleut 1o mnke Unlon the Lowell
of Oregon I the atention of ber enterprising cltizens were turned o that dircetion, which will be the case when new

blood snd Enstern enpitulists come in.  This is one of the best places in oregon for the creetion of manufacturics,

A woolen il s grently needed vow, and some cnergotie caplitallst who Is enghged I sich basioess would find
here the chosen spot for such an enterprise, right in the heart of & greal woolgrowing section sf the country., No
high frelghts to pay, water-power o abiudance, and in fact everything that such a busiovss would consume is pro-
daced here in the valley,

The prescnt population of Union I8 about 1,200, bt when the O, & W. T, rallrond reschies here she will donble her
population inside of six months, Eager eves sre watchiong to take sdvantage of the present low prices iu property mud
provure for themselves a home where they may live in peace and plenty, Wator works can be put [u st very Hitle ex-
pense by runulng a part of Catherine creek nto a large reservolr on the hill back of town.  This will give gl the fall
we want—from 150 feet up: no expense of keeping a stenm pump and the neccssary repairs.  This mountain stream
can b, made to run dircetly fnto the reservolr and all the waste ¢an be utilized in furndshiog power for machkinery,
When once water works are completed themne will be no ueed for wells, ¥privgs, ete,, for no purer drinkivg water can be
found

our sohool facilities are unsurpassed, We bave in our public school, a High School Grade. The school Is supplied
with every possible copvenience, Everything is furnished by our Hberal handed eltizens, who believe in glving their
olildren o Orst-class education and that they can be edueated fn no better way thao by haviog a No. 1 school st home,
I'he school at present is divided into four compartments, nll thoroughly graded, stundents on completing the pre-
stribed course of study recelve a certifionte to that eftect.  An addition to the present schiool bulldiug s in contempla-
tion, also several hupdred dollars worth of apartments s soon to be sdded,

Maorally and soclally, Union s unexcelled and her hospitality is widely koown throughout the surrounding coun-
try We have four churches, &l in a tlourishiog condition, There are six seoret societies, dolng much good to ha-
manity. We liave s number of stores of different kinds, all dolog s profitabile business, as they supply a groat ngrienl-
tural distrier and the vumerons mining camps in the vear viciodty,  We are also suppllied with several saloons, bare
bershops, blacksmithshops, ote,, one prineipal hotel und soverni restaurants, so that the most fastidious tastes of the
epleurian can be fully satisfied.  We are also supplied with two firsi-class Hvery and feed stables so that strangers
coming to this town will have vo trouble Ly procuring o Gest-class team and taking s drive out hito the « shillernting
atimosphere and feasting his eyes upon the grandeur of our mountaln scenery, snd breathing lu the Jfe givisg exygen
that can be found nowhere so pure as in Uniou Conuty. To the Enstenyr, who Is vot wsed 10 mountaln s enery, when
first behoiding our beantiful loosation, his st aud Involuotary excelamation s, “Parsdise Found st Last.” -

Our county Conurt Hopse Is well fipished in every particalar, having u large and commodions hall, amply sufficiont
to aceommodate any and all pndiences. 1t also has o conpeetion s jail built by the Pauley Bros., with ll'f thelr latiest
tmproveed oells, thus myking things seonre aun sk fhe csonpe of any prisoners that may  be confined therciu. Our
Opera House (8 one of the largest this side of Portland, with baudsomely decornted enrtalos sod fgoished in superb
style. One large snd commodions Flowring Mill, full roller provess, with nll modern 1tmprovements, Is situnted adjoin-
ing thetown,  Alsoseveral saw mills o the pear vicinity, he lumberiog {otlerest is f,||||||ql to become quite s fea-
ture fu our fndustries.

Taken all fn all, Union 1s one of the best towns in Eastern Oregon,  Herctofore she bas been kept back on seconnt
of poor rilrosd fnellities, but when the Huot System of Kaliroud is comploted into Unlon, it latent resources will be
developed and it will take Ity place amoug the thriving eitles of our faud, We bave oug of the lovellest towns In
Oregon, and s great deal of wealth s beee glrendy, Al that is now nesded s for prople to come and  take advaniage
of the great Induecments soon to be thrown at the foel of every energetio man possessing either hraius or musele,

Fhe pleasure-secker or the invalld can fud ne better place W0 whitle away the summer months, Only three miles
away ¢sn be found Hot Spriogs snd Lakes revellng in modical virtues aod curative powers the famous *Kansas Hot
Springs,” Rhenmatism wnd sneh complalnts disappesriug ns if by the haod of some magiclan, Lovers of the piseatorial
art will fod the beaunlful sparkling waters of Catberine creek alive with the gamy mouotain and brook tront.  In the
edge of the mountains lnrger game may be fonnd, while out in the valley along the Graude Konde river are TOONL,
ewan and ducks in abundanee. 1o the the gealn Geld prairie chickeus are quite plentiial, Taking all these lllfllrni
advantages for pleasure and business, wo think people looking for a howe ¢nn dud no pisce supplyiug all thele Wants
better than the beautiful ity of Union,

slued the much tulked of Huut Rallroad isan assured fact, property s beginniug to advance in prices, though at
the present time ity lots gud blocks way B0 had at very reascnsble rates,

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

loc, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

IWILSON & HACKETT,

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired,

UNION, OREGON,
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