UNION COUNTY, OREGON,

¥

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The \.‘:l”i-l\.'-' fare of an average elovation of nbout 2000 feet above &en level, the highest mountain
l‘!’ﬂkﬂ heing abont 6,000 feer and rontinunlly cover o with snow, which furnishes 4 water gupply for
numerous streams the vear ronnd,

THE CLIMATE

Is dry amd healthiful, there being o safficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops.  Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the vallevs, and never remaing longer than from
two to three weeks at a titne,

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summmer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigoed

The winter geason usualy beginsabout the first of December and lasts till the middle of Fawruary
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs secding,

From March 18t to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of ruin furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o a8 (o assure the
farmer an abundant yield.

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting snonths in this
connty, the weather is usualy drey  and :|1|.||'h<-ll to the gnccessiul  gathering of crops.  Generally
enough rain fulls in the antamn months to moisten the gronnd sufliciently to permit the farimer to
prepare the same for his fall grain

There is no country in the United SBtates more blessed by a healthful elimate than Union County,
a8 the vigor and enterprise of s citizens will prove.

The varions contagions prevalont in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very wild in their attacks when they do appear.  There hus only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and ehills and fever are totaliy unkonown,  We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lny waste the country, destroy property and (he lives of people, nor blizzards wo
frecze the life out of hamanity.  Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which ig fonnd West
of the Cascade Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,600 Acres of Sarveyed Lamd in the Connty ; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsar-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Fastore and abonnding in Mineral Deposits.  The vallevs
of the Connty are Gramnde Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creck, Engle, Pine and Starkey. The
soil in these valleys is well adapted to the miging of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfnlfa, Vegetables and Froits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Veachies, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varictios grow to perlection.

The vield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 busghels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats aboat the same
as Barley, with exeeptions in sonie loealities, when as high as 100 bashels of oats lins been raisel to
the acre.  The Mountains are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrick,
Sprace, ete,  The most valuable is the Pine, which is ased in the lambering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tomrac, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, et which
i8 amply sutlicient to supply the surronnding conntry for nges,

The minersl resources of the County are only purtinly developed, but safficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove thit great ledges of ore interline the mountain gides, which, when
sullicient eapital is erployed in theirdevelopment, will be a great fuctor in the gencral SUIITIAry of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed account of the Mines and Minernl Resources of the
County will be found further on.

=NTOCIs I AISINGS.

The assessment roll of the connty tor the vear 1888 shows that there were 21.710 head of horses,
A8 124 Head of Cottle, 55,865 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in o great Stock Raising Region,  Thousands of head of stock wre yearly shipped, beinging to the owners
thereof a veat protit on sheir Investinent,

In fact, the stock business bas been and still is the most paving of any in the country und it
bids fadr to continne to e such for many years to come The bhoneh grass growing apon the hills and
mountains I8 very nuteitions, stock fuiter ing in a very short time, ready for marker,  Usuaally stock hes
to be fed har for from one to two months doeing the winter, bat in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well,  Fhe ellmnte s such that sto K raised is of a hardy and healthful churacs
ter, wiving 1o work horses a strong constitution and powerful musclo

The mitik cow here attnins perfection,  Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy fleeces, The
duirying business in the lnst few years has developed into a large and profitable one, the countey being
specinlly ndapted to the business by reason of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex-
collont range, the lnrge quantity of bay and galn raisedd per acre, the healthiuiness of animals, the
large water supply and the guick market of Botter and Uhesse, The Jersey, Holstine and Durlimm are
rapidly taling the place of the common breed of enttle, and dialeymen are giving constderable attention
to the breod i of their cows, _ )

It is sal |omore profit can bie renlized e year From i ik cow in this conntry than any other in the
I nited St vs, one instance being given of a siogle cow for one year, yiclding a net profit to the owner
of 175 hosjoes the enlf _ _ .

Twa « regmerios are fnaperation at the Cove, in this connty, whivh make 120,000 pounds of cheese,
wortl 14 cents per pound, wod 75,000 pounds butter, we rih 25 conts por pound,

This vear o crentnery bs an operntion at La Gronde, with what suecess remnins 1o be seen, although
no doubt can be entertalned but that iv will prove to be n profiiable concern,

ITS MININC RESCURCES,

The Mining Districts of Un’on County are Cornuconins, Sparta and Sanger,  Cornucopin District is
in the I stern portion of the Connty, and embraces n seetion ahout ten miles square, within which there
are abont 000 gquarte locations,  “Uhe formation s geaniie and slate: the “‘"H_“" running in a Southearteriy
and Northwesterly divvetion,  The first locations were made here in 15854, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold prodominsting,  Some of the lodes are freo milling, bat they geneeally contsimn huse
wetal an in consequenes will have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different grones, showing an aversge vield of from =25 to $1 0 per ton, . When the proper miethods
ara emiployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopia will be considered the New
Sdarado of the Waest." )

The Or gon Gold Minivg Company, of Loulville, Ky, is the only company represented in the dis
trict., 1t has oponed up reveral of s ledges, w hich were obtained at from 10000 1o 20,000 ench,

The Red Jacket, belonging to thin company, is & well detined ledge, avernging about four feet in
thickness auid whes struck on the lowest tunnel, was foond to be o mass of the golden metal, This
company hus a d0-Stamp Ml eanning aight and day upon the ore taken feom this ledge, Seven thon
sand five hondreed pounds of sulphinects wore seeured  the fiest month of this spring’s operations, bosides
fmense quantities of free golil cavght upon the smalgam pans,

This compuny's expenses in bonildings, machinery, ronds, developments, ete., has amounted to over

S0 0 0, They hase ILI' Whitian, which ha<a shaft sunk over L feer and shows better as the work
Progresses; the Alta No. 2, which I8 dey l'lnlnl-! sutlicienty toindicate g woll detined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Swlth, is hivhly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a seconid Leadville of Cornucopin,  Many other ]n'rh__'l'- of the camp with 10 feel or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key.
wtone, Checkma'e, Empire and Buckeye, all -|I'.m!m|. on Il_u- Simmons Meuntam and sald o be the best
group of wines in the camp, »1so the Blue Bell, Litte Casine and Monte Chri to, situsted on the same
mountalp and extensions of the Stimons ledges, showing sione geade and character of ore. The W ay
Up northeast of Cornueopin, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Simmons group.  The Unlon, Companion, Last Chan ¢, Hobert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Red Doy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Clinax
aud Queen of the West are all sufficiently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore In great quantities.  The Cornucopia or Pine reck district is & rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore nnd ullﬁ_\ lucks capital o prove its wonderful richness, 1t s destined to be one of the richest
camps in existence, § ) ; .

The Sanger mines ave operated by a San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two years
ago, buying the ledges for $17,0 0 and now cleaning up on an averase of 70,00 per month, These
mines are on the road between Union and Cornucopin, about 30 miles east of Union, baving & tri-weekly
mall from Union on to Cornucopla, thus being placed in dircet communication with Union, thelr trad-
ing point, )

'!'Im Sparta mines are about eight miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twenty years, still ylelding large returns, 'he .\-llmrln mines are mostly placer, but quite a nuwmber of
ledges have lately been found which, as [ar as evelopea, indleate good paying ore, A will is being
built here and good returns are oxpected from its work,
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AGRICULTURAIL INTIRIESTS.

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the Connty, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive

Valiey of ['nion County, is the Famous Grande Ronde, whose beanty is Vecoming known far and \\'hl-:.l
surrounded by lofty mountains npon which seems to rest the hiue veult above, Wherever the e-'u(
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beautiful scenery. This valley embraces 00,000 acres o
as fine Agrienitural Land as ean b found on the Pacific Const, " -

The Grande Ronfe Piver enters its boundary on the West and flows Eacterly throngh the center
of the va ley and thenee Northerly and out at i's Northern limita: 30525 miles i fts lepgth and bredih
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Honde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys o Oregon, all of the above
named streams affording abundance of water the « eason round.

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay v-ul»-ru_l.
Townshivns of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of w hich prodices excellent grain.

The vield of Wheat, Oats, Barley. Rye, Timothy, Alfaifa and Clover s large, the cereals _\'lt-lilln}{
from 25 to #0 bushels per nere of Wheat, 4C to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from £ 1o 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season,

there heing n*ont three

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produ-ing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in guantity each
vear. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, a9 immense quantity of fruits, inciuding Ap-
in.--,, Plums, Prunes, | ears and sinaile fruitg, also garden vegetables are r_m-n--l in greal quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections.  Butter and Cheese is nlso one of our sleple l~lm_1urr-. Stovk
raising is engsged in lurgely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley ns anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for brecding pur-
poses,  Taxes are no hicher on fine than poor stoek. The lands of this valley have all been taken, bt
choiee places can be bought at from 815 to 830 per acre, which is comp®atively chieap. Many large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality cas be had at very reasonable rates,
wliich conuld be divided into several sood farms.

TIMBER. -

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. DBut little of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O, B, & N. . 1, entering  the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the yalicy on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundury of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T, through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union, Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railrosd facilities, _

Poget Sound, W, T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the cities of the
Sornd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the inportance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second Hine of road,  In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportun'ty is offered anywrere inthe Northwest for the home
sevker or cupilalists than in Grande Honde Valley and s vieinity, The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of vearly every Kind, of which we now have
hut very few, 1t will sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmtivg and dairying | usiness,
offering in this hine advantages not to be fonpd  but in very few places, The raising of thorough bred
stock is n protitable basiness and there is hardly an individual here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grande Honde Valley and see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here. Iuno
irstance have people. who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard to
climate, soll and evervthing that goes 10 constitvie a giod country,

The Grande Ronde Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the vailey, La Grande at the base of the mountaing on the northwest. Sumomerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the enst side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
\u“l'\'.

U NION,

The County Seat of Union County, is situated in the southern portion of the Fertile Grande Ronde Valley, and has
1, Bitusted, Just at the base of rolling hills ou both
rdistilled and held

the best Nottiiral Location for a Clty of any town in Exstern Oreg

Eides of Catherine Creek, n beautifol, sparkling stream, whose WRIOES Are  (une as DRture oy

sukspended o Her monntalt reservoles, faenisling lanense wuterpower Just waltlog to e utl ed by the hand of
man for all kinds of manufsctoring indostreies,  Io (set the water power s amply suicient to make Unfon the Lowell
of Orregon 1 the attention of her enterprising eitizens were tirned in that direction, which will be the ease when new

Blowsd gud Bostorn capliadists come o Thits s one of the bost places [n oregon for the ervetion of manufacturlen,
cenergetie capitalist who is engaged is such business would nd

here the chosen spot for stch an emterprise, right v the heart of & great woolgrowing section of the conntry. No

necded vow, nod s

A woroden il I= grontly

Lilgh frelehis o pay, water power in abundancs, nod jo fact everything that such o business would consame s pro-
dacedd bere [n the vallex

The prescut population of Unlon is about 130, bur when the O & W, T, rallrosd resches bere she will donnle her

of the prosent low prices ln property and

procine for themsolves w home wheee they paay Hive In pesee sud plenty,  Water works e be gt Inoat very e ex-

his will give all the fall

popniation fnside of stx months.  Eager eyes wre watehing 1o take advantage

pense by runndng s part of Ontherioe ereck Iutoon large reseevoler o the b baek of town

wWe walit—{rom LA fect upl no expense of Keepiog o steamn pamp and the necessary  repades Phits mouttain stream
can b mmde 1o pnoaHeectdy buto the reservolr and all the waste can bo utilized (o furuishing puwer for machinery
When once waler works are completed there will bo uo need for wells, spriugs, ete,, for no purer dreinking waeter can I.n;

fonnd
e school faeliities are unsurpassed Wit ve o our pubilie school, & High schiool Geade, The s hoal Ix suppiied
with every possible conveplenn Everythipg s furtiishiod by onr HHbernd handod odnieer Wy bl ey eiving thelr
children n tiest class edpneion and that they can be vducated Lo po wier way thao by having s No. 1 s wil at home
i 1 34

Ihe seliool wt prosent bs divided loto four compartments, all thoroughly g
seribed course of study reoclve s oortificate to that effect,  An addibion tothe
Blote, mlso several Bunsleed dollnrs worth of apartments is soon to be added,

lents on completing the prs
of bntlding is o coutempla-

Mors by wind soctully, Undon §s goexeelled sud hoer hospita I widely known thronghonut the surrounding con-
try Wi ave Tour churebes, il fo a doncdshiong dondition here wre six seorel Miletles, g el ._-......1 to by-
manity, We have a nivmber of stores of differenflinds, all doiog o profiable Lasioess, g 1) sUpply & great sericuls
Pfad disteien and the mnerous s ining canmips irthe pere vicinity Woeare also s el with m-lm'rul -I.l].-.. r-.ll.n;.

Lershops, blacksuithsliops, oto, one prineipal hotel and seversl restatrnnts, so e tost fastidi

us tnstes of the

epienrinn cau be fully satsfied,  Weonre adso suppdied with two Gest-cluss Hvery Maubiles sa that stranigers
consing 1o this town will have uo tronble in procaciog a frst-class team aod taxiog out fute the ex Ieruting
abtmaspliore and feasting Lls eyes gpon the geatidonur of our monntein s My, u o g int e ziving .\\--'-:‘,
thst cun b found powhere so paire i fo Unlog Coupes T'otly Eastenyr, wlhio 1s 1N ) moNutRin senhery l‘;r-u
firat Lwhia ta ouar beantifnl Jloomtion, his ficst and involuntary exclumarion s, “Darnid s it it Last b, -

Lr o 1y Conrt Bonee ts well ndshed o every particular, having & large and commodtons bull, gonly suMelent
to necommodate nny and all andienees. 1 also has Lo conoeotion s Jall il by the Pailey Bros.. w ||‘“ all Thieir latent
tmprovesd colls, thas making things seeurn cnlti® the esvupe of any prisouers et may e congiged 1l ,,r.l I “.‘:.\
Opscri House s obe of U lareest thiis s wtland, with hoandsomely decorated curtains (THITS | :|“-‘.|,:'.| TR ".‘,r
Ay e, One lwrge aud commodlons Flouwrtag Ml full roller process, with sl modern i Provements, is u]l.uuh‘ul ml'l'q: 3
g the town Alwooseveral suw mills fu the near vicloity, he lhmberitig luterest is Bound W become guite ";.l
ture bn our indnstries, P S

Tuken sll In all, Unlon is one of the best towns in Eastern Oregon, Heretofore shie has boon kept back on acconnt
of poor raliroad fuellities, but when the Hunt System of Ratlrodd s completed futo Unfon, (s luk T PUSOUTCes W [][ [u.
developed suag 1t will tnke its place mmong the theiving oltivs of our fmni‘ We have one of the lovellest tow j&
Uregolt, and s gread deal of wealth is here already. Al that Is now needed is for poople to coms '“,,.I hd;:- mll.. \L\Ih -
of the erent Toduccments soon to be thrown ut the feot of every energetio ma Porscssing clther bralns or s ].f.“ e

Fhe pleasureaseeker or the invalld cau dod no bettor place to while sway tl 1 vr months. Only three mila
away cul be found Hot springs and Lakes revellug in medionl virtues and eurmtive powers the ,"h“.”"..h’:']:: I”"':
Bpriligs Rheumatism wnd such complaiuts disnppenring as if by the hand of somd mugleing, Lovers of the pl ‘": "1
art will Hod the beanniful sparkling waters of Catherioe creek allve with the gamy mouutaln and Lirook Lre ,l tn ‘.1“”1‘
edge of the mountaios lerger gaane may b found, wiidle ont In the wlley along n.-,.u.;:- Mot rive ,r l,,'r. .".t '."‘
sl wud ducks tn abnudenice, i the the gealn field pradrie chickens wre gulte plen Taking all these :::;:.::I

I oasur i aftne Iy siti ]l 100 @i p . i . 5 i
Bertter thiy the boautiful eiey of Unten @ ok people looking for & hame cau ud uo place supplying &l thelr wants
sinee the much talked of Hunt Katlroad (s an sssured fact, proporty is boginnisg to a o ‘G '
the prosent thime city lots and blocks may be Lad at very ",',““l,;ll. ralos ¥ § 10 mdvauce In prices, though ag

.

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

loc, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information Jdesired,

WILSON & HACKETT, ,

UNION, ORIEGON,
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