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UNION COUNTY.

~ OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys are of an average clevation of aboat 2,000 feel above sea level, the Lighest mountain
peaks heing about 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which farnishes & water supply for
numerona atreams the year round.

THE CLIMATE

1= dry amd healthiful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops,  Spow seldom falls to the depth of one fool in the valleyvs, and never remaing longer than from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperatare for the winter months ig about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the smnmer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offsct by cool nights that ensure
refresling sl invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter geason usun v beging about the first of December and lasts till the middle of Fabruary
or livat of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 18l to July 1st, the monotony of warim and dry weather is broken by frequent ghowers
of rain furnishing suficient maoisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as to assure the
fnrmer an abundant yield.

During the months of July, Angust and .‘-ie-rtmnh»r. which are the harvesting months im this
county, the weather is ngualy dry and adapted to the successful gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the auturon months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain.

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthful elimate than Union County,
uk the vigor and eénterprise of is citizens will prove,

The various contagions prevalen! in many localitics are almost wholly nunknown here, and are
usually very widld o tieir altacks when they do appear.  There has only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chills amf }uwr are totally unknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lay waste the country, destroy property and the lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the life ont of humanity,  Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascmde Monntains,

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,497,600 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits. The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
soil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alinlin, Vegetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow to perfection.

The yleld of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
s Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of onts has been raised to
(he nere,  The Mountains are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Sproce, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tumrac, but this clags of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete,, which
is winply suflicient to supply the surrounding country for ages.

The mineral resources of the County are only purtinly developed, buat sufficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges (J ore interline the mountuin sides, which, when
sufliciont capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the genernl summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detatled aceonnt of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
Clounty will be found further on.

NSTOCIS IRAISNSING.

Tl axsessiment roll of the county tor the vear 1888, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
28,140 Head of Cattle, 55,80 Head of Sheep, and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in 8 grent Stoek Raising Region,  Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thereol o neat profit on sheir investment.,

In fact, the stock bosiness has been and still is the most paying of any in the country and it
s Tair to continue to be such for mioy yoars to come. The bunoh grass growing upon the hills and
mioanialus I8 very nutritious, stock fattening in a very short time, ready for market, Usually stock hus
ter b fod hae for fecm e to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the buneh erass and do well,  he climate is such that sto k raised is of o hardy and healthful charsec-
ter, wlving Lo work horses a strong constitution and powerfol muscle,

I'he milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy Heeees. The
dalrying busioess in the lact few years has developed into a lavge and profitable one, the country being
specindly ssppled to the business l?' reason of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex-
collent range, the large quantity of hay and g ain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
lnrge waler supply and the wick market of Butter and Chesse. The Jersey, Holstine and Dorham are
rapldly tuking the place of tlu- common breed of cat'le, and dairymen are giving considerable atteation
Lo the breediog of thelr cows,

It I saied more profit can be realiged per year from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
United St o8, one instance being given of a single cow for one year, yleldivg a net profit to the owner
of $175 he=iles the cull

Twor cemmerios are In operation at the Cove, in this connty, whi b make 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worth 1 cents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents per p und,

This yoar a creamery is in operation at La Gronde, with what success remains to be seen, although
e donbin ean be entertained but that it will prove to be a profitable concern,

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

'l Mindng Districts of Un’on County are Cornucoplia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia District is
in the B stern portion of the County, and embracas a section about ten miles square, within which there
are aboul 000 guertz locations. The formation is granite and slate; the ledges mnning in a Southearterly
and Northwestorly divection. The first locations were made hers In 15858, The quartz contains Gold and
silver, the gold predominating, Some of the lodes are free milling, but they generally contmim base
metal an in cousequence will have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different gronps, showing an aversge F’Irld of from $25 to 11U per ton.  When the proper methcods
are eniployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopia will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West,"

The Or gon Gold Mining Company, of Louisville, Ky , is the only company represented in the dis.
triet, It has opencd up everal of its [edges, which were obtalned at from 10,000 to §20,000 each,

The Red Jarket, belonging to this company, is a well defined ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and whoen steuck on the lowest tunnel, was found to be a mass of the golden metal, This
cotipany has a 40 Stamp Mill running aight and day upon the ore tnken from this ledge. Seven thou-
suned five handred pounds of sulphurcts were secured the first month of this spring’s operations, besides
imunense quantities of froe gold t-muihl. upon the ama'gam pans,

This company’s expenses in buildings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
8300 0 0, They have t|m Whitan, which has a shaft sunk over LU feet and shows betier as the work
progresses; the Alta No. 2, which is developed sufliciently to indicate a well detined ledge of high grade
ore, The present superintendent, P'rofessor Smith, s highly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornueopla. Many other ledges of the camp with 100 feet or more
of developiuent work are showing up wull, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key.
stone, Cheokma'e, Empire and Buckeye, all situated on the Simmons Meuntain and said to be the best
gronp of mines in the camp, »1so the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chri to, situsted on the same
mountain and extensions of the Sinnnons ledges, showing sume grade and character of ore. The Way
Up. nertheast of Cornucoplia, shows some of the richest ore of any In camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Simmons group. The Union, Companion, Last Chan ¢, Hobert Emmet, Forest
Quecn, Red Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Hed Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufliclently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore In great quantitles, The Cornucopia or Pine (Creek district is a rich one with an unlimited amount

of ore and only lacks capital to prove Its wonderful richness, It is destined to be one of the richeat
t‘l.m_r in existence, :

he Sanger mines are operated by a San Francisco Company, which its aperations two years

, buying the ledges for 17,000 and now cleaning up on an average o ,m.un per month, These

ﬁﬁ'.'m are on the road between Unlon and Cornu about 3) miles east of Union, having a tri-week!
mail from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in direet communication with Union, their u-dr
in Mt

2 he Sparta niines are about eight miles southeast of Sanger and bave been worked for the past
twenty years, still ylelding large returns, The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite a number of
ledges have lately boen found which, as far as developea, indicate good paying ore. A mill is being
hulﬂahrn and good returns are expected from its work,
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AGRICULLTURATLT., INTERESTS.

Now toreturn to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and m"m.”lw,
r known far and wide,

Valley of Union County, is the Famous Grande Ronde, whose beauty is Yecoming v AP
ntlimt’mdn-d by lofty meuntains npon which seems to rest the bhlue veult above, Wherever e -p}ll'
gares it cannot help being enchanted by our beautifnl scenery. This valley embraces SO, U acres O
as Hne Agreicultural Land ax can b- found on the Pacitic Const, - e

The Grande Rondle River enters its bonndary on the West and flows I-.a-llm'-ly through the t«("l'ii o'r
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and out at i s Northern limits; 30525 miles is its length and l:_rm 1hi
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the Sout i
Mill Creek ents ring at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other "I'_'::)a-
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named s treams affording abundr nee of water the  eason round. ) ; h

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm_ with clay snubsoil. there being a'out three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, allof which produces HEN'HNI} grain.

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Barley. Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals }i"h“.ﬂﬂ_
from 25 to 50 bushels per acre of Wheat 4 to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from 2 to 8 lons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa heing cut in one season.,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produ-ing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
year. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, an immense quantity of fruits, including Ap.
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and smaile fruits, also garden vegetables are raised in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple prodnets, Stock
raising is engageda in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding puit
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock. The lands of this vallgy bave all been taken, but
choice places can he bought at from £15 to $30 per acre, wh ch is comp®atively cheap. Many large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the hest guality enn be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several vood farms,

TIMBER.

The hills aud mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lnmbering purposes and
easily reached. But litle of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R. & N. R. R. entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foathills on the
Southwest, passes out of the valiey on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the pext year from Wal'a Walla, W. T, through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union, Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railrond facilities,

Puget Sound, W, T.,, is the terminal point of this line, pmiting Fortand, Or.. and the cities of the
Sornd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of rond.  In concluding this deseription of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better oppostunity is cfiered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
secker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and its vicinity, The résources of the wvalley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing indust ies of nearly every kind. of which we now have
but very few. [t will sustain tén times the population it now has in the farmi g and dairying } usiness,
offering in this line advantages not to be found but in very few places. The rasing of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an individual here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grande Ronde Valley and see it and 10 investigate its advantages, is to locate here. In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard te
chimnte, soll and everything that goes to constitntle a grod country.

I'he Grande Ronde Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Summerville in the northern
an;l] of the valley, Cove abont midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley.

UNITION,

Ihe County Seat of Union Couunty, is sitnated o the southern portion of the Fertite Grande Roude Valley, and has
the best Natural Location for a City of any town in Exstern Oregon.  situsted, Just st the base of rolllug hills on both
sides of Catherine Creek, s beautiinl, sparkling strewm, whose waters wre pure gs uatore ever distilled and held
suspended in her mountain reservoirs, furmishing immense waterpower just waitiog 1w be otilieed by the hand of
man for all Kinds of manufacturing industeies,  In faet the water power bs amply suMiclent to make Union the Lowell
of Oregon U the attention of her euterprising eitizens were turned (o that direction, which will be the cuse when new
blood aud Easters eapltalists come in

A woolen mill is greatly needed now, snd some coergetic cupitulist who Is cugaged {u suoli business would nd
here the chosen spot for sueh an eoterprise, right in the heart of o grest wool-growing section of the country. No
high frelghts to pay, water-power in sbundance, and in fact exersthing that such a busipess would cousame is pro-
daced here in the valley.

The present population of Unlon is abont 1,200, bnt when the O & W T, railvroad reaches hete she will dounle her
population inside of six months, Eager eyes are watchling 1o take ndyaotage of the prosent low prices In property and
procure for thumselves A home where they may live in peace and plenty.  Water works onn be put in at very litte ex-

peuse by running a part of Catberine ereck into a large reservoir on the hill back of town,  This will give all the fall
we want—from 150 feet up; no expense of k---l-llm i stenin pump and the necessary repairs. This mountain stream
can be; made 1o rup direetly iuto the reservolr and sl the waste can be utilized tn furnishing power for machinery
:“w‘i once water works are completed there will be vo need for wells, springs, ete,, for o purer o rinking water can be
ound,

Our school facilities are nnsurpasked.  We have in onr public sehool, & High School Grade,  The school s supplied
with every possible convenience.  Everything Is fnrnished by our lHbersl Lunded oitlzens, who belleve in giving their
children w first-class eduoation aud that they can be educated in no better way than by baving o No. 1 sehool ;“1”.,“...
Fhe sehool at present is divided into four compartiments, all thoroughly graded. siidents on completing the ‘.mi
seribed course of study recelve a certiticate to that effect,  Au addition to the present sehool building is (0 contempla-
Hull\ ulhl.;lw\'vrrl Illmiilr--dl dollnrs worth nglminﬂulhilltn Is soon to be added, Hy

Morally aud socially, Unlon is npexcelled and her hospltality Is widely known throughout the 1 s
try, We have four chnrches, all i a Qonrclshing muull!iuuI ‘I'Iu')n' are six secret socletles, doing ’l::flr(-lla"ul:!lin:ig t‘;:)t:::
munity, Woe have a number of stores of aiffvrent kinds, all doing s profitable bnsiness, as they SUpply a great agrionl-
tural disteict and the pumerous miniug camps in the near vicinity,  We are also supplied with seversl ,.,.h..,.,; bar-
bershiops, blacksmithshops, ote, one principal hotel pud severn! restaurants, so that the most fastidions lusies n'f tha
epleurian can be fully satisfled, We are glso supplied with two frstclass Hvery and feed stables s that straugers
voming to this town will bave no tronble in procurinog o Arstoloss team 1adux a drive out into the exhilleratin
atmosphere and feasting his eyes upon the grandenr of our monutain wery, and breathing in the Hieglyiag exy f.
that can be fouud nowhere so pure s io Uodon Conuty,  Tothy Eastenss, who is not msed to mountaio Pl’t‘llc:"' ‘31’?“
first beholdipg our beautiful loomtion, his fdrst und Involuoiaey exolumation is, “Parsdise Found st Last. " s -

Our county Court House is well luished In every particulur, haviug & large snd commod lows ball, am sy suflicient
to wecommaodate any and all andlences. 1t also has ‘u conuection a Jli{.hlllh by the Paunley Bros., with .1‘ thelr latest
lmproveed cells, thus mgking things secnre agninsethe escape of any prisoners that may be confined thareln Our
Opern House is one of the largest this side of Portland, with handsomely decorated enrtalus and finished in superb
utyla-.l O Ian:t-l-mnl rnmlln lnmﬂl-l’lunri:m ML full roller 1afu'-tl-n, with all modern llll’-rm ements, s situnted adjoin-
ing the town.  Alsoseveral saw mills lo the near vicinity ‘he lumbering interest is bouud t " » »
l““:r.uk"u' llildlllilrll!‘{i Ly . tud to become guite o fea-

wken ull in all, Union (s one of the best towns in Eastern Oregon,  Heretofore she has hoe it b
of poor railrosd facilities, but when the Hunt System of Ratlroad I8 completed into Unlou, ;‘,‘li't.l.‘:lgp:‘!,:‘f,r"ﬂ.l; ‘;Tﬂ"&
developed and It will take Uts place among the thriviug clties of our land. We have one of the lovellest towns |
Oregon, and a great deal of wealth is here already.  All that is now needed s for people to come and take advant .
of the great inducements sooun to be thrown at the feet of every cuergetic man possessing cither brains or muscle age

The plessnre-seeker or the luvalid can find vo better place to wlmv uWay the swmmer months. Only three mil
away onn be found Hot Springs and Lakes revellng lu medical virtues aud cumtive powers the famous “Kansas uﬁ:
spriugs," Rboumatism and such complaints disappearing as if by the haod of some magioian, Lovers of the Plcsto i.:l
nrt will find the beauniful sparkling waters of l'll!;l’:'l‘llll‘ creck alive with the gamy mountain and brook trout, Inl;h
edge of the mountalos lameer game may be found, while out (o the valley slong the Grande Ronde river Are ge 4
swan and ducks in abundance. In the the grain flield prairie chvlckens are gnite plentiful, Takiong all these w I:m
advantages for pleasure and business, we thiok people loeking for » home can find po place supplying sll thelr w
I.n'!lo; um:‘lhtlw '?llttlllrti‘h lc;t |'tr|.a\l:.‘ aat T eyt ) anis

bince the much iniked o un Biirg SR assured fact, property I8 hegluning to ady o "
the preseut time eity lots and blocks may be bud &t vory h.-uunth\‘- rates = ¢ snce 1 prices, though as

This is one of the best places in oregon for the erection of manufacturies,

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better
They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

This asso-
advantage

'oc' Ot_c-, to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

WILSON & HACKETT,

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired.

UNION, OREGON,
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