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UNION COUNTY. OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE :

A ND

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleyvs are of an average clevation of nlout 2,000 feet above sea level, the highest msuntain
peaks being about 6,000 feor and continually covered with snow, which fornishes & water Rl for
numerona strenms the yvear ronmd.

THE CLIMATE

I8 dry and healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the seil and  matnre
crops,  Npow seldom falls to the depth of one oot i the valleve, and never semaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a Lime

The mean temperature for the winter months is aboat 20 degrecs above froezing proinl, and for
the snmmer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being oflset by vool pights that ensare
refreshing and invigornting sleep and rest for the intigoml

The winter season usaady begins about the first of Decomber and lasts till the middle of Fasraary
or first of March, when the hoshandman is given an opportunity o prepare for his springs secding

From March 1st to July Ist, the monotony of warm and dry weathier is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture (o the ground and tempering the atosphere 5o ag to assure the
furmer an abindant vield.

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is un'.l.xi_\‘ -Ir_l.' and '.hinl!h-o‘ to the successiol githering of vrops,  Gienerally
enough rain falls in the nutumn months to molksten the ground sufliciently o permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States maore blessed by o healthfal elimate than Union Connty,
as the vigor and enterprigse of s citizens will prove

The various confagions previlent in wany localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usnully very mild in their attacks when they do appear.  There has only been one cage of Smallpox in
Union County sinee its settlement, and ehills :|||-|l tever are totally unknown,  We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes (o lay waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor hlizzards to
frecze the life ont of homanity,  Nor do we have the fogy and damp stmosphiere which is found West
of the Casepde Mountains,

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There ig 1,497,500 Acres of Surveved Land in the Connty ; the rest s unsurveved, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits.  The valleyvs
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Oreek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
soil in these valleys is well wdapted to the raising of Wheat, Outs, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalln, Veaetables and Fruits, soch as Apples, Phuns, Pears, Peachies, Cherries, struwberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow 1o pertection,

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bmehols to the aere, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats abont the same
a8 Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats has heen  raised to
the aere.  The Mountaing are coverad with a Fine Growth of Timber, congisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Spruce, ete,  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the Inuthering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tamrae, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete,, which
i umply satlicient to supply the surrounding country for ages,

'I'Ll-' mineral resources of the County are only partialy developed, bat sutlicient  prospecting and
miining has been done to prove that great ledges n!l ore interline the wountain sides, which, when
sullicient capital is crployed in their development, will be a great factor in the genern]l summary of
the woaith of the Connty. A more doetailed wevonnt of the Mines sl Minersl Resonrces of the
County will be found further on,
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ICAINSING.

Phe assessment roll of the county tor the vear 1885, shows that there were 21700 head of horses,
R 2 Hend of Cottle, 55,0610 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the Connty
i grent Stock Halsing Region.  Thoisands of head of stock are yearly shippod, bringing to the owners
thervof a neat profit on their investment, _

In faet, the stock business pas been and still is the most payiog of any in the country and it
bldls faie to continue o be such for many years to come.  The buneh grass growiog apon the hills and
monniains is very nuirivons, stock fultecing in a very short time, remdy for market, Uisvally stock hes
ey be el B e for feom one to bwo months ducinge the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the buneh grass and do well.  he climnate s such that sto k& rafsed is of a hardy and healthful oharuac-
ter, eiving Lo work horses a strong constitution and powerful muselo

The milk cow here attains perfection, Sheep arve very hoalthy and produce heavy Heeces, The
diirying business in the last few I)'raru has developed into a |!|.f,|.{|! and profitalile one, the country being
specindly ndapted to the business by reason of the milk producing gualities of the grasses and the ex:
cellent range, the large oilumlil,\' of huy and g ain rmu:-d per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
arge water supply and the quick market of Butter and Cheese,  The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
rapldly takdng the place of the common breed of catile, and dairymen are giving considerable attention
to the b o of thelr cowns, ) )

It bs =i miore profit cun be vealizged por year from a milk cow in this conntry than any other in the
United S ates, one instance being given of & single cow for one year, ylelding a net profit to the owner
of 8170 e sides the culfl

Tw o crearmerion are in operation at the Cove, in this county, which m.\k-f 126,100 pounds of cheese,
worth 11 cents per pound, and 75,00 ponnds butter, worth 25 cents per pound,

This vear o cremmery is in operation ol La Groode, with what success remalns 1o be seen, although
ne deubt ean be entertaluned but that it will prove to be a profitable concern,

. ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornucopia, Sparta and Sanger, Cornucopia District is
in the E stern portion of the County, and a-fln'l'-rm--'n a section about ten miles square, m‘ilhin w hich there
are about (00 qusrte locations,  The formation is geanite and slate; the ledges ranning in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direction.  The first locations were made here in 1884, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold predominating.  Some of the lodes are free milling, but they generally contam base
metal an in consequence wi'l have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an aversge vield of from 25 to 1 U per ton, When the proper meth: s
are emiployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopla will be considered the New
“Kldorado of the West,” J .

The Or gon Gold Mining l'nuumnr. of Loulsville, Ky , Is the only company represented in the dis.
triet, 16 has opencd up several of s ledges, which were obtained ot from Ei0,000 1o 20,000 each,

The Red Jucket, bolonging to this company, s a well deflued ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and when struck on the lowest tunnel, was found 1o be a masn of the golden metal, This
company has a 40-Stamp Ml rnoning oight and day upon the ore taken from 1his ledge. Seven thoun
mml‘ five hindred pounds of salphurets wore seeured  the flest month of this spring’s operatioos, hesides
fmense quantitles of free gold canght upon the amalgam pans,

This company & exXponses in bulldings. minchinery, romds, |||‘\'l']-“'l|l|l'|]|‘\. ete,, has amounted to over
S300 00, They Lave the Whitman, which has n shaft sunk over L5060 foer and shows better us the work
PrOSresses; the Alta No, 2, which is developed sufliciently to indicate a well detined ledge of high grade
ore,  The present superintendent, Professor Siith, Is hichly pleased with the prospect for his company
woed proedicrs n second Leadville of Cornpeopin.  Many other ledgos of the camp with Iu_l _fm-t Or mnore
of development work are showing up well, among w hich nre l_lu- Slmmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Burkeye, s |~II||:|.!--<| on the Simnons .\lultlu;_l'.u and said to be Lthe best
group of iines in the camp, #1so the Blue Bell, Little Castue and Monte Chrl to, situated on the vame
mountain u.lnl extenmiois of tht' Slmanons 'le.u"o, show e =nine ;:nuh- and « 'Hll'lll ler Ilf ore. The W 1y
'p northeast of Cornicopia, shows soma of l_Il ' richet ore of any in camp and Is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Stmmons group,. The Undon, Compavion,  Last Chan ¢, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Hed HBov, Mav Flower, Cox amd Allen, Hed Cross, St 1 groupe, Stelln, Tiger Boy, Clinax
and Queen of the West are all sulliciently developed to show them o be good ledges and contain paying
ore o great quantities,  The Cornticopla or Pione ¢ reck district i A rie hoone with an unlimited simount
of ore and un'l_\ lncks capital to prove fts wonderful rvichness, It is destined to be one of the richest
vamips in existence, ) 1

The Sanger mines are operated by a San Franeiseo Company, which In'\mn_im CPErations Lwo vears
ago, buying the ledges for ST.000 and now cleaning up on an averawe of ST0.000 per month, These
wiines are on the road betwern Union and Cornucopia, sbout 37 miles east of Union, baving a tn-weekly
wall from Unlon ou to Cornucopia, thus being placed In dircet gommunication with Union, thelr trad-
ing point, :

l—hn' Sparta mines are abour eight miles southeast of Savger and have been worked for the past
twenty yoars, still yielding large returns,  The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but gquite a number of
lodges have lately boen found which, ns far as developea, indicate good paying ore. A mill is lwing
bl hore and good returns are expecied from its work,
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INTICIR IO,

AGIRRICUILTUIR AL

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Lnrgest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of 1'nion County, is the Famous Grande Honde, whose beanty is tecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meuntsins upon whith seems to rest the blue vault above, Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being cuchanted by our beantifol scenery. This valley embraces 300,000 acres of
as fine Agricnltural Land as can b found on the Pacliic Cosst,

The Grande Ronte Fiver enters its houndary on the West and flows Fasterly throngh the center
of the va'ley and thenee Northerly and out at '8 Northere limits; 30x25 miles is its length and bredih
and with Catherine Creek. the Jnlll..'«‘rli teibutary of the Grande Ronde entering the wvalley at the South,
Ml Creek enteriog at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Graude Ronde Val ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affosding abundance of watvr the ©enson round,

The soil of this valley is principally a black, vich lonm with clay snbwoil. there being a'ont three
Townshivs of land hnving a sandy soil, know nas the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain.

The vield of Wheat, Oats, Barley. Hye, Timothy, Alfaifa apd Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to 80 bushels per acre of Whent 40 to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from 2 o B tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalla being cut in one seasoen,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The producing and export of grain and hay from this valley is lerge and growing in guantity each
year. Desides the production of grain and hay for export, o immense quantity of fruits, melnding Ap-
il]q's-t_ Plats, Prunes, Pears and sieale fenies, al=o gureden vegelables are raised in great guantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese is nlso one of ouvr staple products, Stock
raising is engngea in largely and profitably; as fine stock may e seon n!mn the farms of Gravde Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always seeuring the best bred animuls for breedivg pur-
Poses, Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock, The lands of this valley have all been Inlien, liat
choice place< can be hought at from £15 1o & per acre, whieh is comp®atively cheap, Muaoy large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality van be had st very reasonabile rates,
which could be divided into several cood farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountaina are covered with timber of the beat quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber laud has been entered or taken up.

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O, R, & N. B, R. entering the valley at the southern portion and followiog the foothills on the
Southwest, passes oyt of the valley on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of the wvalley
for a distance of 14 milv s,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the pext sear from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mouptans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire jength of the valley through its center to Union. Upon the budding of this road the vailey will
have the best railrosd facilities

Puget Sound, 3 I, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or.. and the eities of the
Sovnd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the bailding
of this second line of road.  In concinding this desceription of Grande Bonde Velley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that wo better opportun 'ty is« fered anywrere o the Northwest tor the home
sevker er capiinlists than in Grande Ronde Valley and s vicggty. The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing indost jos of arly every kKind. of which we npnow have
but very few, [t will sustain ten times the populaiion it now has in the farmiog and dairying | usiness,
offering in this hne advantages vot to be founa bat i very few places, The raising of thorongh bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardiv an inaividual here solely in that bu-iness at present,

o visit Grande Ronde Vaulley sud see it aud to luvestigate its advantages, is to locpte here, In no
irstance have people. who have visited this valley given it other than the bescof reputation o regurd e
chimate, soil and evervthing that goes to constimte a gorod conntry.

I'he Grande Ronde Valley bas several considerable towns wnd villages: Union in the <outhern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mouwotains 'on the northwest Sumimerville in the northern
mult of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley.

L NITIO N,

The County Seat of Unlon County, is situated 1 the southern portion of the Ferthie Grande Ronde Valley, aud hias
the best Nutural Locstion for s City of any town in Eastern Oregon. Sttuated, jost st the buse of colliog hills ou both
slides of Catherine Creek, o besutiful, sparkling stresm, whose waters  are paire gs atuaee gver distillod and held
suspended in hoer mountaln resceyvoles, arolsbing hmmense waterpower Jost waltiog o be utilized by the hand of
man for all Klnds of manufacturing indasteles, Tu fact the water power Is amply stifMedent to make Union the Lowell
of Opegon If the attention of her enterprising citlzens wore turoed in that direction, which will be the cuse when now
blood pnd Esnstern capltalists come In, This s one of the best plaees lu oregon for the ercetion of mauufeeturies,

A woolen mill is groatly neoded now, and ssene energetic capiialist who is engaged tw soch business would find
here the chosen spot for such an enterprise, vight in the henrt of & grent wool-growing section of the country, No
high freights to pay, water-power o abutdatee, and o fact everyihing thut such s business would consume is pro-
daced bhere o the valley

I'liv preseat population of Unlon is about 1,200, but when the €. & W. T, railrond reaches here she will downle her
population luside of six months, Enger eyes are watching 1o take sdvantage of the prescut low prices ln property sod
procure for themselves 8 home where they may live lu peace god plenty, Water works cau be put o st very Hittle ex-
pense by running apart of Catherine creck luto a large reservolr oo the hill back of town,  This will give all the fall
we want—{rom 1530 foet aps o expense of keeping n stenm pump and the neecessary  repaies Thls monutain stream
can beomade to ran directly foto the reservolr and wll the waste can be nrilizead (o furishiing power for machinery,
When onee water works sre completed thiere will be no need for wells, spriugs, ete,, tor oo purer deivkiog water cuu be
foumd

Cnire seliool fuellities wre unsurpassed, We have (o onr publie school, s Fligh Solioo] Grade,  The sehool Is supplied
with every possible convenlence, Everything is furnished by our Hiberal handed oltigens, who belleve lu giving their
children s Grst-clnss cdneation and that they can be edueatod lo oo berter way thau by hav ing Noo 1 sehool wt home,
The school wt present is divided Into four compartments, all thoroughly emded. Stadents on completiog the pre
peribed course of study recelve g certitionte to that etfect,  An addition tothe preseat schoel Yuilding s in Ly
tiom. slxo sovern] ol lolines worih of wpnrtunents s =oon o e sdded,

Morplly st st ind Unton Is toexecilol snd her bospitality s widely Known throughonut the sarrom ne coun
1y o four churehes, all lo o Qourksbdoe eounditioe hers pre sixX seoret sow et dolug id tohu
fan g o Dy mopainber ol stor f dilerent | mll duing s profilatde bhusioposs, as they supply a8 erent serionl
turmd atistriet and the pumerous maning irimity Weare also sonppliod with ses eliwons, bar
e fthishiogps, e 1 ernl restnurants, so thet © st fastii tustien of the

flly satisflod, firstclnss Hvery wid foodd stubles s tlint Wt
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0wl sy e wud tning irlveo ol fpto

wating | lug o drivenut Tt

thial cun ba o prw Bere peeys mid brgath in the
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ihr eounty Court Houss s v yiarig U Vs o L
Biv Rowsopiibihaombabe iy sl sl w a hali Y U | T Hros., witl
L provesd evlls, thus makiong any pris T ay e confio t .
Cprsea ons 18 uiie Of (08 JAngses thi W | i 1 irtains ol thisished i rh
SRp DL MRS IS BRI urlug Mall, (ull rollor procoss mosdern tmprovementa, §s sinmstod we I
uE the tows Also secveral suw nebils (o the vesr vicindty The lwinix BT g AP sl v it
ture i our industries

Tuken pil in LU niow Is one of the best towns o Eastern O I il " ek on pesonnt
of poor miiroal Inles, Bt wilen thie Hupt svstia { Ratiroad fs cimpleted Int ek o aceonng
V. sppedd annid dr will take s pince hinong the th g eltles of anr lund, We have the lovellest towns fn
Oregon, and s greal dosd of wosdth Is bere niecsdy ALD thint i pow needed is for people e wnd ke advantage
of thy great fndocements =oon to be thrown st the fevt of every energvbie mnn possessing either hrnlns or piusele,

The pleasuncsecker or the valid esn dod po better place to while away rmer uths, tmly three miles
awny cun be fonnd Hot springs aod Lakes peveliog in medical virtues and ot ¢ powers the fmons ' kansas Hot

springs,” Khonmatism

e ag e lan, Lovers of the pisvatorial

oed sueh coanplaiots dissppearing ss Uf by thie hand of s«

wrt will tind the besvulinl spue ¢ walers of Catherine ereek plive w Phe gaaoy mountadn aod brook troat In 1he
el of the mountaius ia renne g e footrtie], whiile ont i the valley alony the Grande H e river wre geese,
awan aud ducks o abaindarice P ihe the gratn Dold prairie ¢lekens e uit peentiful Taking nll  thiese natural
nudvantages for psnre and business, we think poeopiv looking for a home can Bud no pince s 1.|.:. ing all thelr wauts

better than the beautiful city of Union
sinee the muoeh tnlked of Huut Hallrosd s an assured fact, property s Leglonisg to advanee In prices, though at
the presciat L city lots aud Dlocks may e bad st very ressolsbie rutes

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOGIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling proverty to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

loc, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association,

WILSON

1

\
{

Who will cheer{ully furnish them with al

the information desired,

& HACIKITLIR,

UNION, ORIION,
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