UNION COUNTY. ORKGON.

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

A ND

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The vallevs are of an averaee clovation of about 2,000 feet above sea level, the highest mountain
peaks being abwout 6,000 feer und continuedly covered with snow, which furnishes o water supply for
numerons streams the vear ronnd

THE CLIMATE

Is dry and healthiul, there being a sauthicient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the so0il and mature
crops.  Enow geldom fulls to the depth of one foot in the vallevs, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks ot a time

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the sammer months about 70 above gero, the heat of the day being oflset by cool mights that ensare
refreshiing and Invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter season usun Iy beginsabout the first of Decomber and lasts till the middle of Fiabruary
or lirst of Marcli, when the hushandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs secding.

From March 18t to July Ist, the monotony of warni and dry weatheris broken by frequent showers
of ruin furnishing suficient moistare 1o the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as to assare the
furmer an almndant yield,

Iaring the months of July, Angust and Septewber, which are the harvesting months im this
connty, the weathier is usualy dry  and u-lu]n!ms to the sucvessinl gathering of erops.  Crenerally
enough rain falls in the autnn months to moisten the ground sufliciently to permit the furmer to
Iu‘vlulru' llu- rame for liis fu” ;fr:l'lll\

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal climate than Union Connty,
ns the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove

The varions contagions prevalent in many localities are almost wholly anknown here, aml are
usually very mild in their nttacks when they do appear.  There has only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since ite settlement, and chills iIII', l's-\'l-r wre totally anknown.  We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to luy waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor Wlizzards to
freeze the life out of hnmanity.  Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere whicl is found West
of the Cascade Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,497,500 Acres of Surveved Land in the Connty; the rest is unsorveyed, the unsor-
veved portion being valuable for Tiniber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deporits, The vallevs
of the County are Girande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Biz Creck, Bagle, Pine and Starkey. The
aoll in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfulfa, Vegotables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plumng, Pears, Peachies, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow to pertection.

The yvield of Wheat is from 25 to b0 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats hing been raised to
the nere.  The Mountaing are covered with o Fine Growth of Timber, consisting ol Pine, Tamrack,
mprace, ete,  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lombering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tamrae, but this cliss of tintber is used ehiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is mnply sutlicient to supply the surronnding country for ages,

The mineral resonrees of the Connty are only partialy developed, bt satlicient  prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges of ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
suflicient capital is employed in their development, will he a great fuctor in the general sunimary of
the wenlth of the County. A more detailed aceount of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
Clonnty will e fonnmd furthier on,

=T'OCIK IRAISING.

The assessment roll of the county tor the year 1888, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
R b Head of Cattle, 55,608 Head of Sheep and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the Connty
in e geent Stock Ralsing Roegion.  Thonsands of hivad of stoek are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thewol a neat profit on sheir investment,

In fact, the stock business has been and still is the most paying of any in the country und it
bids fair to continue to be such fr many years to come  The buneh genss growing npon the hills and
monntaing is very nutritions, stock faitesing in a very short time, ready for market,  Usually stock hos
to b fed har for from one to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do woll.  Phie elmate is such that sto k raised is of & hardy and healthful charee-
ter, wiving Lo work horses a sirong ¢ mst itution and powerfal musele

The milk cow hore attains porfection, Saeep are very healthy and produce heavy tleeces, The
dalrying business in the Inst few yenrs has developed into a large and protitable one, the country being
specially nsapted th the business by reason of the milk producing qualities of the prasses and the ex-
collent 1nnge, the large guantity of hay and g ain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
lurge waler sipply sl tho guick marcket of Butter and Cheese.  The Jersey, Holstine sand Durham are
rapidly tuking the l;lrlt'l' of 1the common breed of cat'lo, and dairymen are giving considerable attention
to the b edi g of their cows,

It is il more profit can b realiged per year from n milk cow in this country than any other in the
United S« es, one Instance belng given of o siugle cow for one year, yielding a ncet profit to the owner
of 175 Wi sidos the calf

Tw  penmerion are o operation st the Cove, n this county, whi h make 12600 pounds of cheese,
worlh 1 cents por puluul, and ToH,000 .--umln butter, worth 25 ¢cents por p und,

The vear a cremmery Is in operation at Ln Gr nde, with what success remnaing o be seen, although
no deubit enn be entertained but that it will prove ty be a profftahle concern,

ITS MININGC RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un on County are Cornucopia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia Disiriet is
in the E stern portion of the County, nnd embracss a section about ten miles s quure, within which there
are about 800 quertz locations,  The formation is graniie and slate; the ledges ronning in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direction, The first locations were made here in 1584, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold prodominating.  Some of the fodes are frea milling, but they generaliy contam base
metal snin consequence wi l have to be treated in redoction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the diMerent grouvs, showing an aversge yield of from #25 to 1 0 per ton, When the proper meth: ds
are employed Lo work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopis will be considered the New
“EKidorado of the West."”

The Or gon Gold Mining Company, of Loulville, Ky , Is the only company represented in the dis.
trler. 1t bas opened upreveral of s ledges, which were obtained at from $10,000 to §20,000 each,

The Bed Jacket, belonging to this company, is a well defined ledge, averaging atout four feet in
thickness and when struck on the lowest tunnel, was found 1o be a wnss of the golden metal, This
company has a 40-Stamp MiH running alght and day upon the ore taken from this ledge. Sevea thou-
sind five hondred pounds of sulphur ta were socured  the first month of this spring’s operatio s, besides
fimmense quantities of free pold cavght upon the sma’gam pans,

This company’'s expenses in bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
00 0, They have the Whitman, which Yia e o shaft sunk over 1,60 feet and shows better as the work
progresses: the Alts No. 2, which is developed sufliciently to findicate a well deflned ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent. Professor Smith, s hizhly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadyille of Cornncopia, Many other ledges of the camp with 10 feet or mory
of development work are showing up well, among w hich ure the Simmons gr up, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkima'e, Empire and Buckeye, all situated on the Stommons Meuntain and said to be the bost
group of mines in the camp, »Ixo the Blue Bell, Litte Casine and Monte Chri to, situated on the »anie
mountain and extensions of the Sinmnons ledgos, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
U'p northeast of Cornucopin, shows some of the riche<t ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Stmmons group, he Uplon, Companion, Last Chan ¢, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Hed Hoy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufficiently developed to show them to be good ledges and contaln payving
ore in greal gquantities, The l.‘..rmu-ulnn or 'ine (C'reck distriet is a rich one with an unlimited smount
of ore and un‘)‘ lacks capital to prove itsa wonderful richneas, It is destined to be one of the richest
camps in existence,

The Sanger mines are operated by o San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two years
ago, buying the ledges for 817,000 and now cleaning up on an averase of 70,000 per month, Those
mines are on the road betwoeen Union and Cornucopin, about 31 miles east of Union, having a tri-weekly
mall from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed In dircet communication with Union, their lrml’-
ing point,

o he Sparta m'nes are about eight miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twonty years, still ylelding lnrge returns,  The Sparta mives are mostly ;lnlmw-r. but quite & number of
ledges have lately been found which, as far as developea, indicate good paying ore, A mill is being
budlt here and good returns are expected from its work,
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AGRICUIIUIRAT., INTICRICNTS,

Now toreturn to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valiey of 'nion County, is the Famous G ande Ronde, whose beauty is tecomivg known far and wide,
surronnded by lofty me untaing upon which seems to rest the blue veult above. Wherever the eye
gazes it eannot help being enchanted by our beantiful scenery. This valley embraces 300,000 acres of
as fine Ag ionltural Land as can b found on the Pacific Cosst,

The Grande Ronde Fiver enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly through the center
of the va ley and thenee \u(l]"-]‘!.\ and out at i s Northern limits; 30x25 miles is fts length and bredih
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Honde entering the wvalley at the South,
Mill Creck entiring at the Ea<t ar o WV illow Creek entering at the North, with numerons other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val ey one of the best watered valleys in Orcgon, all of the above
named ~treams affo ding sbondance of wat- r the eason ronnd,

The soll of this valley is principally & black, rich lo-m_ wi-h clay subsoil. there being a'out three
Townshins of lnnd having a sandy soil, kn wnas the Sand Ridee, all of which produces exeellont grain,

The yicld of Wheat, Oats, Barley Hye, Timothy, Alfaida apd Clo er is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to £0 b hels per nere of Wheat 40 to 1K for Qats and Barley, and Hay from 2 to 8 tons per acre;
frequently three creps of Alfalfa being cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produ ing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in gouantity each
year. Desides the production of grain and hay for export, a ¢ immense quantity of fruits, ineludivg Ap.
ples, Plumis, Prones, Pears and suale fruits, al-o gar len vegetables are ralsed in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese s also one of our staple products. Stock
raising is engaeea in lorgely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen npon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for bréeeding pur-
poses,  Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock, The lauds of this valley have all been taken, bat
choice places can  be bhought at from 815 to 80 per acre. wheh is comp®atively cheap, Many large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality ean be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several good farms.

TIMSBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lnmbering purposes and
easily reached, But little of the timber laud has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O, R, & N, K, R, entering  the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the valiey on the West, traversing the Sonthwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountaus to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union.  Upon the budding of this road the valley will
have the best railrosd facilitivs. )

Puget Sound, W. T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the eities of the
So' nd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the g rranee of wi fch is evicenced by the building
of this second lne of road, In concluding this description of Grande Honde Vo Hey, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better oppor tun ty is «tlered anywpere in the Northwest for the home
sevker ar capitalists than in Grande Honde Valley and s viciniy, The resources of 1he valley and its
tributary sections will sustain mwanufacturing indust ies of venrly every kind of which we now have
but very few. [t will sustain ten times the populaiion it now has in the farmi g and dairying | usiness,
offering in this hine advantages not t be found but in very few places, The raising of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an inaividual here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grande Honde Valley sud see it and Lo investizate i advantages, is to locate here, In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard te
climate, soil and everything that goes 10 constitnte a grod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley bas severnl considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mouviains on the northwest Sumanerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extremne northern part of the

valley,
U NIT1O N,

The Connty Sest of Union County, Is situated in the southern portion of the Fertile vrande Roode Valley, aud bas

the best Natural Lovation forn ¢ iy of any town o Eastern Oregon =itumred, Just at the base of rolling bills ou both
Sides of Catherine Creek, o beautifol, sparkling stream, whose waters are pore as natuee ever distilled and held
suspended lu her mountaln reservolrs, furmishing hnmenre waterpower Just svmdtlog to e utilized by the hand of

man for mll Kinds of manufacturing industries,  In fact the water power Is amply sufficlent o wake Union the Lowell
of Oregon if the aitention of her enterprising clitizens were turned o that direction, which will be the ense when poew

blood wud Esstorn caplitalists come fn, This i& oue of the best places in oregon for the erectlon of msanfactarcies,

A woolen mill Is greatly needed now, sud some cpergetie capltnlist who s coguged s such business wounld ind
here the chosen spot for sueh an enterprise, right in the heart of a great wool-growing section of the conntey, No
high frelghts to pay, watér-power in sbundanee, and (o fact everythilog that such & busipess wonld cousume [ pro-
daced bere (o the valley

The prescut population of Union is about 1,200, but when the O & W. T. raliroad reachos here shie will dounle her
popuintion inside of six months.  Eager eyes anre watching 1o take ndviantuge of the preseut low prices in property and
Water works ean be put fo at very little ex-
peuse by runnfug 4 part of Catherine ereck Into a large reservolr on the hill back of town. This will give all the fall
we want—from 150 foet up; no expense of ke cplng a steam pump and the peevssary ropales Fhis mountain stream
can be, mude 1o run direetly ioto the reservoir and all the waste onn be atilized o farnishiog power Tor s |'.|.|.-r,-
iI\\'ln'l; onee water works are completed there will be vo veed for wells, Springs, ete,, (or 0o purer Jlnukim: WHLer Ol b
o

Our sebool facilities are unsurpaxsed, We bhave i onre publie school, a High School Gesde,  The school Is supiplied
with every sible couvenlenee. Everyihing is furnished by our Hberal handed citizens, who believe [n gly Iug thelr
children a first-class education aud that they can be edueated fo no better winy than by nviog a No. 1 sehool st home.
The school at present is divided lito four compartments, all thoronghly graded. Stadents on completing the 'n-:
seribed course of study recelve  certificate to that oftect,  An addition to the poesenut sebool batlding is (o« ..ht..;"].m.
tlou, aiso seversl bundred dolinrs worth of apartinents s soon to be added, i

Mordlly and socially, Unlon is unexeeiled snd ber hospitality is widely known throughont the surrounding coun-
try We hiave four charches, all o n Hourclshing condition There are six seoret soclethes, dolug much good to ha
manity, We have a number of stores of different Kinds, all doing s profitable business, a= they supply o wreat el ul
tural disteict and the vumerons mindng camps to the pear vicinlty, We are also suppllod with seversl ;".m“:',. ;-ur;
bershops, hlacksmithshops, ote,, one principal botel and severil restaarants, so that the most fustldions 1“-:[.-,. ..’1 the
eplvurian can b fully satish We nre also supplied with two fiest-oloss Hyers and feed stildes so that strangen
coming to thils town will have no trouble procucing & Aest-class teats und twking o drive out lute the « \Illlh-r.u'{tu':
stmosphbere snd feasting bis eyes upon the grandour of our monutain seconery, sud bresthing i the lifegiviag exy _}'
that can be found nowhere so piiee ms o Unlon Conoty,  Tothe Eastengs, who b0 not wseéd 1o monntein ses Hery “':(..“
first beholding our beantifnl looation, his tirst and involuoiay exclamation is, *Paradise Fouud at |:;:~! il A s

Lur vounty Court House Is well odshed o every partienlar, haviog & large nud commodions ball muply suMele
o uecommodiate nny sud all andiences, It also lns in connection a jail hullt by the Pauley Bros., with al their |' ; _ul
P proveed oells, thus mgking things secure sgninse the escnpe of any prisovers that ey be o ..;Jn,,...| limrIAI “t”t
Opern House (s one of the Targest this side of Portland, with bhandsomely decorated cortains wod flnish ,‘|.| i '.“r
style, One large aud commodious Flouring Mill full roller process, with wll modera 1m .r-n'-.“.. nts, is .”" 1 .Ilj ”]llnlﬂl
fng the town.  Alsosevernl saw mills (u the sear viclnity, The lumberiog luterest Is L-m..| 1o beco ot Juttes
ture In our industries, SIS JPERAY i g

Taken all in all, Unlon s one of the st towns o Eastern Oregon,  Heretofore she " whe
of poor rallros 1 facilltics, but when the Hunt System of Ratlroad s completed :1.::. i'}:.nl.l.:l_‘i::';,I:[.i.';,;'i'-':,:i;:.,” fusnnE
developed aud it will teke s pluce among the thriving cities of our Inod. We have one of the 1m‘.|I,“|’ will be
Cregon, and & great deal of wealth s here aleeady, AL that {5 now peeded s for peogle to come and t L'-P bl
of the great lnducements soon (o be thrown at the feet of every energetie man possessing either bead s ..,’-‘u'. ml.]‘.m.s“

The plessure-secker or the invalid can dud ne better place o while away l']u- summer months, Onl ; l;“ o
away can be found Hot springs and Lakes meveling in modical virtues and ourstive powers the m“_”'_%‘}i )Feo miles
Spritgs,” Rhenmatism and such com plaints disappearing ws 1 by the husd of some magioiny, Lovors of thi ol Hot
art will iud the beaunifnl sparkling waters of Catherine ereek allve with the gamy mouninin and br “k % Dletional
edge of the mountains lnrger gume may be found, while out in the valley along the Gran) j;..,,.if““i “.“m i1 the
swan and ducks in abundanee, In the the grain feld pratrie chdckens are guite plentiful If“L;“ “r ‘I' r nea ““'M.i
Advantages for plesnsuree and business, we thiuk people looking for a home can fud wo |.'...-- v |K|n fhese uRtura
better thun the beautiful city of Cnlon ee supplylug all thelr wanta

pinee the mueh talked of Hunt Kallroad (s nu assured fret, property is beginniug to advance |
the present time ity fots sod blocks may be hnd at very ressonable rates ' ; -

procun for themselves & home where they nay live in pesce and plenty

i prices, though at

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

lec, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

WILSON & HACKETT,

association,

Whao will cheerfully furnish them with all the Information desired,

UNION, ORICGON,

- —— : .




