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Vengeance of Harmachis, the
Royal Egyptian,

@ ™ AS SET FORTH BY HIS OWN HAND.

By H. RipER FHAGGARD,

Author of “ King Solomon's Mines,®

\ “She” ~ Allan Quatarmain,”™
- Ete., Eto., Eto.

Cleopatra selzed it and gazed Uiercon in
silence. Then once more we went on with
our dread business. And ever us we tin-
wound, other ornaments of gold, such as
ure buried with Pharaohs, fell from the
wrappings-—collars and bracelets, models
of sistra, and iniuid nxe, and an image of the

\hnlr Osiris and of the holy Khem. At

length all
and beneath
COArsest

the bandages were unwound,
we found & covering of
linen: for In those days the
cruftsmen were not so skilled o mat
ters pertiining to the embalming of the
body as now they ure. And on the linen
wids written in un oval, “Menka-ra, Roval
Bon of the Suu This limen we could in
no wise lnosen, so firm it held to the body.
Therefore, faint with the great heat,
choked with mummy dust and the odor
of spices, und trembiing with fear of our
unholy task, wrought in that most lonesome
#aud holy place, we laid the body down, aud
with knife ripped uway the lust covering.
First we cleared its head, and now ine
fuce that no man had gazed on for three
thousand yeurs was open to our view., It
was 8 greal face, with a bold brow yer,
crownod with the Royal urmus, bencath

FUE HELD IT TO THE LIGHT,

which the winte locke, stained yellow by
the spices, fell in long, straight wisps,
Not the eold stamp of death, and not the
slow flight of three thousand vears, had

‘luml power to mar the dignity of those

We gazed thercon, and
then, made bold with fear, siripped the
covering from the body. There at last it
lay before us, sulff, vellow and drewd to
seey and on the loft side, above the thugh,
was the cut through which the embalmers
had done their work, but it was sewn up so
deftly that scarce coula we find the mark.

“The gems are within," 1 whispered, for
I feit that the body was very heavy., “Now,
if thy bheart full thee not, must thou
make an entry to this poor house of clay
thit onee was Pharsoh.” and | gaveher the
dageer
ull" life of Puulus,

It s too late to ponder.” she answered,
lifting her white and beauteous face and
fixing her blue eves, all big with werror,
upon wine own, She ook the dagger, and
with set teeth the Queen of this day plupged
it into the dead broast of the Pharaoh of
three thousand yeaks ago. Aundeven as sho
did so, from t1he opening of the shaft
where we had left the ennuch there came
a groaning sound! We leaped to our feet,
but heard no more, .l through the open-

irunkaen featuros.

ying the lump-light still streamed down,

“It is naught' Isaid, “Let us make an
end."”

Then with much toil we hacked and rent
the hard Hesh open, and even as we did so
I heard the knife-point grate upon the gems
within,

Cleopatra plunged ber hand into the dead
breast and drew forth somewinatl, She beld
it to the light, and gave a little cry, for
from the darkness of Pharaoh's beurt there

CLEOPATRA.

Being an Account of the Fall and

the sume dagger which bad drunk

flashied nto light and life the most besu- |

teous emerald thar ever man beheld, Per-
fect it wus in color, very largs, with ut a
flaw, and fashioned to & scurabasus torm,
and on the under side was the oval, -
scribed with the divine name of Menko-ra,
Bon of the Sun

Again, again, sod ver again she ]J!Hl’li.:*'lt in
her hand and drow from Pharaol's breastg
great emeralls bedded there in splees.
Some were fashioned and some were not;
but all woere perfect an color, without &
flaw, and in value priceless. Again wnd
wewdn sho plunged bhor white baod into that
dread bircast, at length all were found,
and there wore one bundred and forty und

i

\PIL‘.I.H of such geins as are not known in

last Ltime that she
forth not emeruids,
pearis, wrapped in

the world And the
searchod she brought
indeed, but two great
linen, such as never have boen seen
of these poaris more hereaflter.
Boit wis done, and all the mighty treas.
ure lay glitteriug {na heap before us. There
It lay, und there, too, lay the regalla of gold,
the spiced and siealy seented wrappings,
and the toen body of white-baired Plarach
Menka-ra, the Osirian, the ever-living In
Amenti
We rose, and a great awe fell upon us,
pnow that the deed was done and our hearts
WEere no more upborne by the rage of cager
search—so great an awe, indeed, that we
could not speak. 1 made a sign to Clep-
patra. Bhe grasped the head of Pharaoh
snd [ grasped his feet, and together we
lifted him, ciimbed the sphinx, wad placed
bun once more within his cofflu, On him
I puied the torn mummy ¢'oths, wod on them
laid the lid of the coftin.
And now we galhered
such of the oraam:
sase be carried, and th
1could, within the folds
those that wers left did (
her breast. Heavily lac o with priceless
tressure, wo gave onc 48t look et the
dreadful, solemu place, ot the great sar
cophagus, and the sphinx whereon it rested,
whose face of swlul caim ssemed o mook
us with its averiustiog smile of wisdom.
Then we turved snd went from the tomb.
At the shaft we halied. 1 called wo the
sunuch, who stayed above, snd methought
that @ feint mocking laugh suswered me.
Too smitten with terror to call again, and
fearing that, sbould wa delay, Cleopatra
ould surely swoon, | selzed whe rope, and,
being strong and quick, mountad by it .« nd
ned the passage. There burnt the lamp,
but theeunuch I saw not. Thinking surely
that e wan @ litte way down Lhe passage
nd slopt—as, in truth, he did—I1 bade Cleo.
walrs make fast Lthe rope about her middie,
ad with much lsbor drow bher up. Then,
ving rested awhblle, wo moved on with
he lhmps Lo aovk the eunuch,
“He talh boen stricken with terror, and,

* the great gems,
+ a8 might with
L hid, as muny as
f my robe. And
opstra hide upon

And
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leaving the lamp, hath fled,” sald Cleo-
patra.  “'Oh, ye Gods! who s thut seuted
therel”

I peered into the darkness, thrusting out
the lamps, and this is what their light feil
on—this, at the very dream whoreo! my
sou. «ickens! There, fTuciug us, his back
resting against the rock. and on eitner sida
his bands splayed upon twe floor, sal the

eunuch—dead! H's eyes and mouth were
open, his fat cheeks dropped down, his thia
hair yet seemed to bristle, and on his coun-
tenance was frozen such a stawp of hideous
terror us well might turn the beholders'
brain. And lo! fixed by its hinder claws,
even to his chin, hung that mighty bal
which, fiying forth whea we entered the
pyramid, vanished in the sky, but which,
returnimg, had followed us to i1ts depths,
There it hung upon the dead man's chin,
siowly rocking iiself w and fro, and we
could see the fiery cyes shining In its evil
hyrad

Aghast, utteriy aghast, we stood and
stared at the hatefol sight; till presently
the bat spread his huge wings, and, lovosing
his boid, sailed to us, Now he hovered be-
fore Cleopatra’s fuce, fanuing her with hin
wings. Then with & acream, like s woman's
shriek of fury, seeking his violated tomb,
the wnceursed Thing flitted on and  van-
ished down the well [nto the sepulehers. 1
fell againstthe wall, But Cleopatra sank
in & heup upon the floor, and, covering her
bead with her arms, she shreked till the
hollow passages rung with the echoes of her
eries, that seemed o grow wnd double and
rush along in volumes of shrill sound

“Rise " I erled, “rise and let us hence
ere the Spirit shall return to haunt us! If
thou dost suffer thysell to be overwhelmed
here in this place, lost art thou forever."

Bhe staggered to her feet, and never may
I forget the look upon her ashy face or in
ber glowing eyes, Beizing lamps, with a
rush we passed the desad eunuch’'s horrid
form, I holding her by the hund. We gained
the great chamber, where was the sar-
cophiagus of the Queen of Monkn ra, and
traversed its length. We fled along the
passuge. What if the Thing hud closed
the three mighty doors! No, they were
open, and we sped through them: the |ast
only did I stay to close, 1 touched the
stone, as I knew %how, and the great door
crashed down, shutting us off from the
presence of the dead eunuch and the Hors
ror that had hung upon the eunuch's chin,
Now we were in the white chumber with
the sculptured panels, and now we faced
the lust steep ascent.  Oh, that last ascent
Twice Cleopatra slipped and feil upon the
polished floor. The second time—'twas
when halfl the distance had been done—she

let fall her lamp, and would, indeed, have
rolled down tiue silde bad 1 Dot savea ner,

But, in doing thus, I, tow, let fall my lamp,
that bounded away into shadow beneath us,
and wo were in utter darkness.  And per-
chance about us, in the durkoess, hovered
that awful Thing!

“Be brave!” Lcried. %O love, be brave,
and struggio on, or both are lost! The way,
though steep, 18 not far: and, though it be
dark, scarce can we come to harm in ths
straight shaft. If the gems welght thee,
cast them away ™

“Nay,” she guasped, “‘that will
this shall not be endured to no end.
with them !"

Then it was that I saw the greatness of
this womun's heart; for in the durk, sond
notwithstunding the terrors we had passed
and the awfulness of our state, she clung
to me and clambered on up that dread
passage.  On we clambered, hund in hand,
with bursting hearts, till there, by the
mercy or the anger of the Gods, at length
we saw the faint light of the moon creeping
through the little opening in the pyramid.
One struggle more, now the hole was
gained, and, like & breath from Heaven,
the gweot night wir played upon our brows.
1 climbed through, and, standing on the pile
of stones, lifted und dragged Cleopatra
after me. She fell to the grousnd sond theo
sank down upon it motionless

With trembling hands 1 pressed upon the
turning stone. It swung to and caught,
lewving no mark of the secret place of entrr,
Then 1 came down, and having pushed
away the pile of stones, turned o Cleopatra
Bhe had swouned, und notwithstanding the
dust und grime upon her fuce, so pale it
was thut at first ] believed she must be dend.
But, placing my haud upon her heart, [ falt
iU atier beoeath; wod, being spent, 1 flung
myself down beside her upon the sand
gather up my strength ngain.

not I:
1 die

CHAPTER XIX,
OF THE COMING BACK OF HARMACHIN; OF TMY
GUHEETING OF CHARMION, AND OF THE AN-

BWEH OF CLEOPATHA TO QUINTUS DELLIUS,
THE AMBASSADUOH OF ANTONY THE TRI
TMVIN

M\ RESENTLY 1 lifted
myself, and laying
the heaa of Egypt's
Queen upon my knee,
strove to o¢nll her
back Iife. How
fair she seemed, even in
her disarray, her long
hair stresming o'er her
breast ! How deadly fair
ste seemed in the falnt

to

light—this womuan the

story of whose beauty

and whose esin shall outiive tLie

solid mass of mighty pyvramud thal
towerel over us! The heaviness of hag
swoon had smoothed away all the false
ness of her fuce, and naught was lefy

but the stamp divine of womun's riches)
lovellness, softened by sbhadows of the night
and diguitfied by the cust of desthilko sloep,
1 gazed upon her and all my heart went out
to her; it seemed toat [ did but love hep
more becausa of the depth of the treasons
wherain 1 huwd sunk to reach her, nnd be
cuuse of the tarvors wit bhad outfaced o
gethier. Weary and spent with fears and
the pungs of guilt, my heart sought hoers
for rest, for now she alope wis loft to we,
Bhe had swaoirn to wed mo wlso, sud with
the treasure we hid won we would make
Egypt strong and free her from her foes,
and all should yet be well Ab! could |
have seen the pleture Lthat was o be, how,
and in what place and clreumstances, obee
aguin this very woman's bead should be
laid upon my knee, palo with that cast of
death! Ah! could I bave seen!

Ichafed her Land between my hands. |
bent me and kissed her on the lips, and she
woke. Bhe woke with & little sob of fedr—
sshiver ran down ber dellcate limbs; aud
with wide eves she stared upon my fuce

AR itisthou!" shesmd. I mind me—
thou hast saved me from tbat horrors
haunted place!"” And she threw her arms
about my wpeck asd drew me 1o bher and
kissed me. 'Come, love,” ahe swd, *let us
be going! 1 am sore sthirst, and—ahl
so very weary! The gems, too, they chalfe
my breast! Never was wealth so hardly
won! Come, let us be going from the
shadow of this ghostly spot! HBee the falnl
lights giancing from the wing of Dawnl
How beautiful they are, and how sweotl Lo
pehold! Never, in those Halls of Eternal
Night, did I think to look upon the blush of
dawn sgain! Aul I can see 1he fsoco of
that dead slave yetr, with the Horror hange
fug o hils beardiess chin' Bewoiok thee |~
there he'll sit forever—there - with the
horror! Come; where way we Hud water!
1 would give un emerald for acupof waler!"

“ At tho caunl st the borders of Lhe tilled
land bolow the temple of Horemku—it s
close st Lsod,’ L suswered Ul any see

us, we will say that we are pilgrims who
have lost our way at night amoug the
tomba. Vil thyself closely, therefore,
Cleopatra; and beware lest thou dost show
sughit of those gewis about thee

Bo she valled herself, and 1 Iifted her op
to the uss which was tethered close at hand
We walked slowly through the sand ti we

gama to the place where the symbol of the
God Horembku, fashioned as n mighty sphinx
(whom the Greeks call Harmachis), and
erowned with the royal crown of Egype,
looks out in majesty across the land, his
eyes ever Hxed upon the Exat, Even as we
walked the first arrow of the risineg sun
quiverud through the gray air, striking
upon Horemku's lips of holy ealm. Then the
light guthered and grew upon the glewming
aides of twenty pyramids, and, like a prom-
ise of Life 1o Death, resed on the portals of
ten thousand tombs. Then from his horizon
bed Royal Ka rose up in pomp, and it was
day.

And passing the temple of granite and of
alabaster that was bulit before the days of
Chufu, to the glory of the majosty of Hor
embku, we desconded the sl o and eame 1o
the water of the canal.  There we drank,
and sweoter was that deaugnt of muddy
waler than ail the choleest wine of Alex-
andrn. Also we washied the mummy dust
and grine from our haads and brows and
made us clean. And as she bathed her
peck, stooplug over the water, one of the
great emeralds shipped from Cleopatra’s
breast and feil inty the waler, and it was
but by chuvce that at length 1 found it in
the mire. Then, once more, | lifted Cleo
patra on to the beast, and slowiv, for 1 was
very weary, we marched back to the bon ks
of Sinor, whero our craft was., Aud having
at length como thither, seeing no one save
some few peasunts going out to lubor on the
Iands, I turued the uss loose in that s.me
fleld where wo had found him, aod we
bourded the cruft while the crew were yvet
sleeping. Then, waking thom, we bade
them make all sail, saying that we had left
the eunuch to sojourn awhile behind us, as
in truth we had., 8o weo sailed, and the
gems, with such of the ornaments of goud
as we cou'd bring hither, we hid away.

Four days und more we spent in coming
to Alexandris, for the wind was for the
most part against us; and they weoere happy
days! At first, Indeed, Cleopatra was
somewhat silent and heavy at heart, for
what she had seen and felt in the womb of
the pyrumid weighed her down. But soon
her imperial spirit awoke and shook the
burden from her breast and she became
herself again—now gay, now learned ; now
loving and now cold; now queenly and now
wltogether simple—ever changing as the
winds of heaven, and, us tho heaven, deep,
beauteous and unsearchable!

Night after night for those four unhappy
nights, the last happy hours I ever wus to
know, we sat hond in hand upon the deck
andbeard the waters lap the vessel's side,
and watched the soft footfall of the moon
as she trod the depths of tho Niue. There
we sut and talked of love, talked of our
marriage and all that we would do. Also ]l

drew up plansof war and of defense against !

the Roman, which now we had the means
to carry out; and she approved them,
sweetly saying that what seeamed good to
me was good to her. And so all too swiftly
pussed the days. O those nights upon the
Nile! their memory haunts me yet! Dead
are those dear nights, dead is the moon
that lit them and lost in the wide salt sea
sro the wawers which rocked us on their
breast: For all things end in A4rgness ana
ashies, and those who sow in folly shall reap
in sorfow. Ah! those nights upon the Nile!
Aod so, at length, once more we stood
within the walls of that fair palace on the
Laochias, and the dream wus done,
“Whither hast thou wandered with Cleo-
patrs, Harmachist" asked Charmion of me
when | met her by chance on that day of
return, 'On some new mission of betrayal?
or was it but a love jouruey #*
“1 went with Cleopatra upon seceret busi-
ness of the Stute,” 1 unswered, sternly,
*So those who go secretly, go evilly ; and
foul birds love to iy at night. Not but whut

thou art wiso, for scarco would 1t beseem
thee, Hurmuchis, to show thy face in
Egyvp.™

I htard, and felt my passion rise within
me: forall could 1 boar this falr girl's scorn,

“Hast thou never a word without a
stingi” Lasked. “Know, then. that | went
whither thou hadst never doared to go: w
gather means to nold Egypt from the grasp
of Antony."

“Hol" she auswoered, looking up swiftly,
“Thou foolish man! Better hadst thou done
Lo save thy lubor, for Antovy willi grasp
Egypt in thy despite, What power hast
thou to-day in Egypre”

“In my despite that he may do; but in de-
spite of Cleoputra that he can notdn,' 1
said,

“Nay, but with the aid of Cleopatra ha
can and will do 11, she unswersd, with a
bitter smile. “When the Quesn suils in
state up Cyidnus’ stream she will surely
draw this course Antony theoce o Alex-
andria, conquering, and yet, |Re thee, a
Blave!"

“Itis false! I say that it (s false! Cloo
patra goos not to Tarsus, and Antony
comes not 1o Alexandreia; or, if e come,
"twill bt 1o tuke the chance of war.”'

“Now, tlunkest thou thus!” she uo
swaored, with u lttle laugh. “Weall, i 1t

please thee, think ws thou wiit. Within
threa davs thoy shalt kuow. 'Tis pretvy
tosee how ewsily tbhou oart fooled, Fare

welll Go, dresin on Love, for surely Love
is swoer™

And she went, leaving me angered aod
troubled ot heart,

Thatday I saw Cleopatra no more, but
on the day which follawed Isuw her. She
wus in s heavy mood, and had no gentie
word for me. I spake to her of the defeuse
of Egypt, but she put the matter away,

“Why dost thou weary me!” she sad,
with anger; “canst thou not see that I am
lost in troublest When Dellius buath had
bis answor, then will we speak of these
mutters,"

“Ay," Iasaid, “when Dellius hoath bhad his
auswer; snd knowest thou that but yester
day Charmlon—whom about the pulece
they pame the ‘keeper of the Queen's
seerets’ —Charmion did swear that the an-
swer would be: “Go in peace: | come to
Antony ' "

“Nuught knows Charmion of my heart,” *
sald Cleopatra, stamping her foot in anger,
“and M she talk so frealy the girl shall be
seourged from out my court, us is her de-
sert. Though, In truth,” she added, “she
hath more wisdgm in that small head of
biers than all my privy councillors—ay, sod
more wit to use 1t. Knowest thou thet [
have sold a portioa of Lbhose gems 1o the rich
Jews of Alexandrin, und &L & great price,
uy, ul five miousand sestertis for edch one,
But & few, o truth, for more they could not
buy s yer. "Twas rure o see thoir eyes
when they foll upon them—lurge as apples
they grew wilth avarice and wonder, And
now leave me, Harnachis, for | wm woary.
The memory of thst dread pigut is with me
,'LII

wavering.

“Pardon me, Cleopatra; "tis of our mar
riage. "

“Lur marringe! Why, are we pot Indeed
already wod ! she suawer

“Yes, but pot before \be world, Thou
dids. promisc '

“Ay, Harmachis, | did promise, snd Lo
morrow, wies | have rid me of tids Dellius,
1ol keap my progise ped pame Wheo Cleg

I bowed snd rose te go, udyunmdl

patra’'s Lond before the court, See that
thou mrt in thy place.  Artcontent(™

And she stretehed out her hund for me to
oss, JookinE on me with sirange eves, as
thuugh she strugeied with herselfl  Then ]
wen ', bu that night once more | strove to
s0¢ Clawpatra aod oould wnet “The Lady

Charmion was with the Queen," so said the
euuuchs, and none might enter

On the morrow the court met in the great
hall one hout before midday, and thither 1
went with a trembling heart to hear Cleo-
PAITA's Aanswer to Dellius and to hear myself
aiso made King consort to the Queen of
Eeypt. It was afull and splendid courty
there were councillors, lords, captains,
ecunuchs and walting women—allsave Char-
mion. The hour passed, but Cleopaira and
Charmion came not. At length Charmion
entered geotly by a side entrance and took
bher place wmong the waiting ladies about
the throne, Even as she did so she cast 8
glance at me, d thero was trivmph in her
eyes, though over what she triumphed 1
knew not 1 e did 1 guess that she had
but now brouelt about my ruln and sealed
the fate of Egyp!

Theu presentiy the trumpets blured, and,
clad in her robes of state, the urwus erown
upon her head, and on her broast, flashing
like & stur, that great emerald searnbpis
which she had dragged from dead Pha
rooh’s heart, Cleopates, followed by a glit-
tering guard of Northmen, sweps in splen
dor to her throne, Dark was lber Jove ¥
face, and dark her siumbrous eves, and
none might read their message, though all
that court searched therein for & signof
what should She seated herself
slowly as one who may not be moved, and
spoke to the Chief of the Heralds in the
Greck tongue:

“Does the
Antony wait "

The herald bowed low and madoe assent.

OIS

Ambassador of the noble

“Let him come in snd hear our
answer."
The doors were flung wide, and, fol-

lowed by his triin of kuights, Dellius, clad
in his golden wsrmor and his  purple
chlumys, walked with catlike stepup the
ereat hall, and wade obelsance before the
throne.

“Most Royal and beauteous Egypt," he
said, in his soft voice, “as thou hust gra-
clously been pleased to bid me, thy servant, I
am here to take thy answer to the letter of
the noble Antony the Trinmvir, whom to-
morrow 1 suil to meet at Tarsus, in Cilicia
And this will 1 say, Royal Egypt—craving
pardon the while tor the boldness of my
speech—bethink thee well before words
that can not be unspoken full from those
sweot lips. Defy Antony, und Antony will
wreck thee. But, like thy mother Aphro
dite, rise glorious on his sight from the

bosom of the Cyprion Wave, and for
wreck he will give thee gl that capn be
dear to woman's Royalty—empire and

pomp of ])hu‘i‘. cibies aud Lhe sway of men,
fumo and wealth and the diadem of rule
muade sure. For mark: Antony holds this
Eastern World in the hollow of his warlike
hund, and at his will kings are, and at his
frown they eeuss to be

And Dellius bowed his head, and folding
his hands moekly on his breast, awaited
| answer.

For awhile Cleopatra answered not, but
ot ke the sphinx Horemku, dumb and in-

| serutable, gazing with lost eyes down the
length of thut great hall,

Then, like soft music, her answer came,
and trembling 1 listened for Egypt's chal-
lenge to the Roman :

“Noble Dellius, much have we bethought
us of the matter of thy message from great
Antony to our poor Royalty of Egypt
Much huve we bethought us, and counsel
have we tuken from the oracles of the gods,
from the wisest pmong our friends, and
from the teaching of our heart, thut ever,
like a nesting bird, broods over our people’s
weal  Bharp are the words that thou hust
brought across the sew; methinks bettor had
~uey been fitted to the ears of some petty,
nall-tamed Prince than to those of Egypt's
~ueen, Therefore have we numbered the
ieglons that we can gather, and thetriermes
«hid the galleys wherewith we may breast

2he sea, and the moneys which shall buy us
all things wanling w our War. aocd s

we find, thut, though Antony be strong, yer
hath Egvptraughitto feur from the atrength
of Aatony.”

She paused, and a murmur of applause
of her high words ran down the hall
Only Dellius stretehed out his hands as
though to push them back. Then came the
end!

“Noble Dellius! Half are we minded
there to bid our tongue stop, und, strong
wilthin our fortresses of stone andour other
fortresses bullt of the hearts of men, sbide

NIGHTHE UPON THE NILK.'

*ou, Tnose

the Issue¢, And yvet thus shalt thou not
Ro. Gulitless ure we of those charges

against us that huve come W our ears of no-
ble Antony, nnd which now he rudely shouts
in ours; nor will we jourpney into Cllicia
answer them '

Here the murmur nross anew, while my
heart beat high in trivmph, and in the pause
thut followed Dellius spoke once more,

AThen, Royal Egypt, my word 1o Antony
s word of wart"

“Nay," she answered, *‘it shall be one of
pesce.  Listen! We sald that we would not
come Lo make snswer Lo these charges, uor
will we. But-'' and she smiled for the first
time—*gladly will we come, and that swift-

| 1y, in royal friendship to make known our

fellowship of peace upon the banks of Cyd.

pus."
1 heard, und was bewlldered. Could |

| hear wrigbti Was It thus that Cloopatra
| kept ber oaths? Moved beyond the hold of

reason, I Lifted up my vowe and cried :

0 Quenn, remembaer !

Like a Honess she turned upon me, with »
flashing of the eyes and a swift shake of
her lovely head,

“Poace, Blave " sho sald ; “who bade thee |

break in upon our counsels! Mind thouthy

| stars, and leuve mattors of the world to the

rulers of the world I''

I sank back shamed, and us I did so onoe |
more | saw the smile of trivmph on the face |

of Charmion, followed by what was, per.
chance, the shadow oB@pity for my fall
“Now thaet yon brewliog charlatan,' sald
Dellius, pointiog st me with his joweled
finger, “bhath been rebuked, grant me
loave, O Egypt, o thank thee from the

hourt for these gentie words "

“We ask uo thanks from thes, noble | tendered to Mr, Strummer by

chide our servant,” broke in Cleopatras,

rowning beavily; “we will talie Whanke
from the lips of Antony alone. Gt Lhes
thy mustes, and say 1o him that cre be coa
make ready o fAtting welemos our keels
shuil foliow 1o the track of thiue And
go farewellt Upon thy vessel thou shely
tnd some smsil token of our bounty

Dalilus bowed thrice and withdrow.
while the dourt stood walting the Queen’s
word And L too, waited, wonda ring if she

Voud ot make gomd her promise and name
ait Jloval Spouse there inthe [ioeof Egypt,
But nanght saiil, Only still frowaing
heaviiy she rose and, followed by the guards,
lefl the throne and passed Alabas
ter Hall. Then the court broke up, und ne
the lomda and eouncillors went by they
whed on me with mockery, For though
my secret nor how it stood
Twixt me and Cleopatra, you were they
Jealous of the favor shown by the
Gueen, and rejoiced greatly st my  full
But 1 took ne -

vazod with misery

of Hope slip from

sae

mio fhn

none knew aull
as

heed of their moeking as 1
nnd felt the world
neath my feet

CHAPTER XX.

OF THE REPHOACH OF RARMACTIS: OF T™THY

FTHUVGGLE  OF  HARMACHTS WITH  THE

i L A0 OF THE QUWK HWLOw HUCK by

Milks Nt AND OF THE SECNET SPEEUCH OF
VLN ATIE A

- NDatlength,a™" Yeing

gone, I, oo, turned

to go, whon s eunnuch
} Struck me on the
shoulder und roughly
bade me wait on the
\ presonce of the Queen,
D s An hour pust and this
- fellow would have
crawied to me on  his
knees; but he had heard,
' and now he treated moe—
A 80 brutish is the nuture of such
PRI, sluves—us the world treats the
fullen, with scorn. For to come low alter
being great is to learn all shame. Un-
happy, therefore, are the great, for they
may fall!

I turned upon the slave with so fierce a
word thut, cur-like, he sprang behind me;
then 1 pussed on to the Alabaster Hull, and
was admitted of the guards. In the cen-
ter of the hall, nigh to the foumtain, sut
Cleopaira, und with her were Charmion
and the Greek girl Iras, and Merien and
| other of hor waiting ladies, *Go," she
sald to these, “1 would speak with my as-
trologer.” 8o they went, and left us fuce
to fuce.

“Stand thou there,” she said, lifting her
face for the first time. “Come uot near
me, Harmachis; T trust thee not. Per-
chance thou hast found another dagger,
Now, what hast thou 1o sayt By what right
didst thou dare to break in upon my talk
with the Roman!”

I felt the blood rush through me like =
#lorm, bitterness and burning suger took
hold upen my heart, “Whut hust thou to
way, Uleopatra!” 1 answered boldly,
| “Where ix tby oath, sworn on the dead
heart of Menka-ra, the ever-living? Whore
| how thy challenge to this Roman Antony!
Where thy oath thut thou wouldst call meo
‘husband’ in the face of Egypt!” And I
choked und ceasod,

“Well does it become Harmachis, who
never was forsworn, to speak to me of
ouths ! she sald, in bitter mookery. *“And
yet, O thou most pure Priest of Isis; and
yet, O thou most faithful friend, who never
didst betruy thy friends: and yot, O thou
most  stpadfust, honorable and upright
man, who nover dulst barter thy birthright,
thy country and thy cause for the price of
womun's passing love; by what token
kgowest thou thgt me word is vold ¢

TO BE CONTINUED.|

-

A LITTLE NONSENSE."

whiad jor doin’ wid yo'
“Omly jes’ sprinklin' a
on it D¢ wool's

—“kKurline,
hes' fur mu e
little hair
Fallin' ot ™

l'll_\'Hll‘i.Hl “Why.
word you had the grip.”  Patient—*'1
know, doetor, but 1 didn't think you'd
tike time o visie o fellow who only had
acommon every day broken log. " —Phil-
adelphin Inguirer.

Smarty 'l wonder how the moon
manages to sustain her social status
among the heavenly bodies when she
gots full so often.”  Tarty—*"Oh, the
sturs wll wink at her delinguencios'’—
Dranke's Magazine

PPonsonby—*1 understand that Dig-
by's wife is deal and dumb.”  Snaggs—
“That so? |1 wonder if she converses
with her fingers?  Ponsonby-—*(iuess
Dighy Is about the baldest maun 1
ever suw.” ~Burlington Free Press.

Fmployer-—“Willlam, Mrs. Nprig-
gins compluing that she reoeived only
me of the bundles she had put up bhere

restorer
Time
man, you sent

B,

Inst night.”  William—"“That's funny,
sivr, 1 wrote Mrs, Sprigginsg on one
bundle and por ditte on each of the
others, '

Biride—“Are there many tunnels on
this rallroad, Charles, dear? Drido-
groom—""Quite & number, dearest. 1

on purpose.  1f 1 romember
wre coming to one in a few

Brokemun (entering)—*'Se-
partners  for the tunnel,
A merica,

Parent—"You can not have
my daughter unless you love her as
your life.”  Lover—"0h, sir, ')l die {f
ahe dso't mine.”  Storn Parent—*What,
#wir?  You would take your life?' Lover
=“No, | would hardly do that.” Stern
Farent “Then you can’t take my
daughter,” —~Munsey's Woekly,
Stranger “Where does that new
dentist bave his offieo?’ PPolicoman—
“You mean the one who pulls teeth
without pain?” Stranger—*Yes." Po-
beemwan —“Go right around the corner,
You will have no trouble finding his
offiee.  You can hear his pationts yell
hulf & block away."—Texas Siftings,

—dohn-—“Clara, I've got an Impor-
| tant question to wsk you." Clara—*I
know what it s You wanlt me to be
your wifee I dreamed It Well, take
me.” John (rather nonplussed)—*You
dreamed 117" Clara—"Yes, | dreamed
lust night that you wsked me what | sm
usking you, und that you twok me in
your wrms and kissed me after I sald
you—" What could John do?—Hoston
Courler,

—Musiclan—"1 am getting up & bene-
fit concert, and have boen traveling
around selling tiokets all the morning,
I bavo done all the work myself, per
sunded people to take purt without pay,

e deetond 41
rightly
moments,'”
Ith.-'l _\'-nll’
" please ™
Stern

Wi

| bired the hall, sold tickets, now I wans

you to print the programmes.” Printer

~"Yeu, sir. What shull we call the
affair? Musiclan—'"How would it do
[ to say: ‘A spontaneous testimonial

his many

Dellius: wor Les b ko thy mwouth | friends” ""—Exchange,

POWDERS USED ABROAD.

Efforts 1o Solve ll;ﬁ'rnhlrm of » Battle
Without Smoke.

Nothing (s receiving more atteation
JUst now from officers of the army and
navy than new powders, S0 far foar

Fauropean untries are known to pose
nitrate powder, ‘Those

France, Germany, Italy,

sess o distinet

fountries are

Belginm.  All but the Fronch powder
are belleved to he still in an I‘!‘Pl‘f['
mental state, though (t is difieult to

learn any thing detinite from the fov-
BN nt sotirvvaes
e, Girifin

puu-ft 's, Is

the renownesd expert om
living man out-
ireles of the 1"“‘“!’".
Known to have had in his
of the Lebie]  rifte

D, Griftiths was employed

the only
stile of the oMednl ¢
goavernmient
IMISSOSSLOT

o T w

mriridges

by the Froneh government under an
ath of secrocy to examine and give an
opinion on the | QD pawder, All
that he has publicly said is I all
the Lebol powder is the same as that
wnded to e Bt is cortainly most excel-

et Vague rumors have been elieu-
wredd to the effect that the Lebol powdar
sl iy umder corsaln eli-
Even this report can
not e contirmed ordenied, bat, judging
from e, Grifiths” opinion of the nitrate,
Hr o presume that the powder is
sty \:u'!',|11|1

The German powder is entirely dis-
tinet from the Lebel powder, but no re-
port has yet been recelved that it gives
to o projectile an initial velocity of over
L 100 foaet per socond, as dowes thie Lobael
powder.  Of the ltalisn powder, the
st report received savsthat the [talian
frovernment has ordered the immediate
cessation of the manufucture of the new
curtridges, serions defocts in it having
beon  discoversd., As to the Helgian
puwider, nothing definite is known.

The French and Germans claim to
have passed the exporimental stage;
Belgium lnys elaim o the same honor.
Vustrin and  Russia are  oxamining
smokeless powders.  Report has it that
Hussia will be provided with the Lebel
powder in the evont of allying herself
with Franee and the “powers."

From England comes the story that
when the Emperor of Austria saw the
work with  the German's  smokeloss
powider during the .. cent Munwuvres
Instantly  exclaimed: *“No such
powder for me, Nono of it for Austria.
[Ty troops use such powder they will
no longer be envoloped with smoke.
They will become oxposed.  Nono of i,
| sy, for Anstela.”  But in a weok the
Emperor changed his wind.

The only smokeless powder ever in-
tredueed Into the United Statos is the
Sehultze sporting powder.  Except for
sporting purposes the Schultze powdor
has no ospecial advantages. The pow-
Aer is the invention of a German army
oflicer numed Schultze, who sold out his
rights to an English firm. The powder
s white, and weighs about one-half as
mueh as the bost grade of black powder.
In ¢Miciency the Schultze powder is
coual to the best grade of black powder.
It is extremely clean, and is nearly
sk oloss,

But as o rifle powdor the Schultze is
impractioable,  1tis very quick in burn-
ing, and this disquallfies it for use in
rifles. The same objection applies o
is une in heavy ordnance. To use s
charge of 125 pounds of Sohultze powder
in one of the sinch rifles would, In
all Hkelihood, burst the gun without af-
fording any velocity to the projectile.

D, Gerinlivhs is working on the Schultse
powder with the object of adapting it to
The powder has been moists
ened soas to glve it slowness in burn-
ing, and in that condition has given
good results in rifles, But in very damp
air it is found that the powder becomos
still more molst, and again under the
reverse conditions it &rvies rapidly. The
English, it is understood, have the first
claim on the Schultes powdoer should
Dre. Gritith suceeed in adapiing it te
rifle and ordnunee use,

It s certnin, however, that whatever
the United States Government does in
the matter of obtaining a smokeless
powder, it will nevor consent. 1o buying
it from foreign firms unless those firms
agroe o establish works in this countey.
-N. Y. Timox.

Dow't Bribe Your Own Judge.

A man's mind is s court, and his pas-
sions are, all of them, tricky lawyors.
In ordinury timos you can not go into
any court und hear the statements of
the counsel without feeling that there
o great deal of ingenuity exerted to
vover up some things, and unduly mag-
nify aither things, so as to make out the
best possihble case for the sido whose in-
torest it s the desire of the special
plenders 1o advance.  But there sits
thut old stupid judge—stupid bocauso
he whll be just—and he puts the
lnwyer vight on this side, and puts the
lawyer right on that side, and holds
eyvery thing to the law and to the fact
that he may come at justice—uat loast in
thoeory.  Now, evory man has o judge
within him —his consclence, and thore
are many men whose conselonces have
been bribed; and when these  bribod
consciences are presiding over the cours
which is constantly beld in the heart,
they are all the while excusing them-
selves for giving thelr adberonce to
things that are wrong. They need to
b reminded that in overy case they
should lovk st every thing in the light
of vternal justice, .{ X, Eedxer.

T KEven w Tosd WILMIT Dack,
1 onee saw something when s small
boy,” sald an old stager, “that | never
hoard of since, that was & toad sttack »
sniake alter the latter had been forced
to let go his hold. It was in & blsok-
amith shop, bullt of logs, in Indisna
county. The blacksmith was working
ut bisanvil whon asqueaking sound was
heart at one side of the shop, which at-
tracted sttontion. Turning to look the
blacksmith und the narrator saw a
towd dragging nimself into he inclosure,
with a fifieen-inch garter snakeo follow-
ing, The snake bad the hind leg of the
tad swallowed, With o pair of kot
lngs the blacksmith caught the snake,
which released ity hold as quickly as
possible.  Tonstead of hopping sway, as
wis o bo expected, lﬁ.':l‘ turmed
iwell around, and leaping six inohos
high in the sir, ckme down on the body
of the snake and bit it savagely.”—

Pittaburgh Dispatoh.

dvteriorates

i tie ol e neces,

it is

rifle use,




