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UNION COUNTY, OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The vallovs dre of an average elevation of about 2,000 feet above aeq lovel, the highest monntain
peaks heing abont 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which furnishes & water gupply for
numerons strenims Lhe vear round.

THE CLIMATE

Is dry anid hiealthiful, there being o sufficient rninfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
craps.  Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at o time,

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the gmer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fntigued

The winter €eason usta v begins about the first of December and lasts till the middle of Faornary
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 18t to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weatheris broken by froguent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphore 8o as to nssure the
farmer an abmndant yield,

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is nsaaly dry  and mlupm’l to the successful gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the autuimn months to moisten the ground safficiently to permit the farmer to
prepure the same for Lis fall grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal ¢limate than Union County,
us the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove,

The varions contagions prevalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usunlly very mild in their attacks when they do appear.  There has only been one cage of Smallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chills mu, }nw-ruru totally nnknown.  We have no tornadoos
or hurricancs to lay waste the conntry, destroy property and che lives of people, nor blizzands to
freeze the life out of humanity.  Nor do we have the fogy and daump atmosphere which ig fonnd West
of the Cascade Mountains,

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,500 Acres of Surveved Land in the County; the rest in unsurveved, the unsur-
veyed Lu»rliurn being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits.  The vallevs
of the County aree Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creck, Eagle, Pine and Starkey, The
soil in these valleys is well adapted to the raiging of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Ryve, Timothy, Clover and
Alfnlfa, Vegetables and Fruits, such as Appleg, Plimns, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fnet all of the smaller varietios grow to pertection,

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
us Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats has been raised to
the nere.  The Mountains are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
sprice, ete.  The most valoable i8 the Pine, which ig used in the lambering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tameae, but this class of timber is nsed chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
iw amply soflicient to supply the surrounding country for ages,

The mineral resources of the County are only purtinly developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mwining has been done to prove that great ledges of ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
sullicient eapital is employed in their development, will be a grest factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the Connty. A more detailed acvount of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be foand further on.

NTOCIs IRAISING.

The nssessment roll of the county tor the vear 1885, shows that there were 21,710 head of horses,
28,020 Hend of Unttle, 55,70 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of iisell that the County
in p geent Stock Raising Region,  Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thervof u neat profit on sheir investoent,

In fnct, the stock business pas been and still is the most paying of any in the country and it
bids falr to continue so be such for muny yenrs to come  ‘The baneh grass growing upon the hills and
monntaing I8 very nutreitions, stock futtening in s very shore time, ready for marker,  Usually stock hos
o b fsd e Tor from one to two months ducing the winter, but in manv places horses will winter upon
the boneh grass and do well,  Phe elimate is sueh that sto k raised is of a hardy and healthful charae-
ter, giving 1o work horses a strong constitution and powercinl muscle

The milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very heslthy and produce heavy tleeces. The
daleying business in the lnst few years has developed into a large and lprulllul-h- one, the country being
specially ssapted to the business by reason of the wilk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex:
collent ranige, the large quantity of hay and g ain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
larige water supply and the quick market of Butter and Cheese.  The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
raphily taking the place of the common breed of cattle, and dairymen are giving cousiderable attention
to the vreedls i of thelr cows,

It is sabd more proft enn bs realizged par year from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
Unifted S0 es, one Instance belug given of s single cow for one year, yielding s net profit to the owner
of 8175 hesidos the ealf

Twer vemmerios are in opeention at the Cove, io thisn county, which make 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worllh 14 cents per pound, and 75,00 0 pounds butter, worth ¥5 cents per p und,

This year n cresminery s in operation at La Gronde, with what success remsins 1o be seen, although
ne doubt can be entertained but that it will prove ta be a protifable concern.

ITS MININC RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornucopin, Sparta and Sanger, Corpucopin Distriet is
fn the B stern portion of the County, and embracas a section about ten miles square, within which there
are about 800 quartz locations,  The formation is granite and slate; the ledges running in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direction, The tfirst loeations were made here in 1884, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold 1m-|lm|lllmilt||f. Some of the lodes are fres milling, but they generally contaim base
metal nn in consequence will have to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have beon made of ore from
the diferent grouvs, showing an aversge yield of from 225 to 100 per ton, When the proper methds
are employed to work these ledges to the best sdvantage, Cornucopin will be considered the New

“Eldorado of the West,"” §

The Or gon Gold Mining l'tll‘llllll?’. of Loulsville, Ky , is the ounly company represented in the dis
trict, It bas opened upreveral of s ledges, which wer e obtained at from slli,lﬂl Lo 20,000 ench,

The Red Jacket, belonging Lty this company, is a well defined ledge. averaging about four feet in
thickness and when utﬂu'tnu the lowest tunnel, was found to be & mass of the golden metal. This
company has a 40-Stamp Mill rouning night and day npon the ore tanken from this ledge, Seven thou-
sandd five hondred pounds of sulphurets were secured the first month of this spring’s operations, besides
tmmense quantities of free gold (‘lillﬁhl upon the amn'gam pans,

This company's expenses (n buildings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
£400 0 4, They bave the Whitman, which Y+ a shaft supk over 1,500 feot and shows better as the work
progrosses; the Alta No. 2, which is developed sufliciontly to Indicate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore.  The present superintendent. Professor Smith, is highly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornucopia, Many ot her led of the camp with 100 feel or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Chockmate, Empire and Buckeye, all situated on the Simmons Msuntain and =ald to be the best
group of mines in the camp, »Iso the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chrl to, situated on the rine
mountain and extensions of the Stmmons lediges, showing same grade and charactor of ore. The Way
Up northeast of Cornucopia, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no donbt an extension
of the Hlue Hell and Stpmmons group.  The Unlon, Companion, Last Chan ¢, Hobert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Hed Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufliclently developed to show them to be good ledges and l‘cmudn paying
ore lu great quantities, The Cornucopia or Pine Creck district is a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lacks capital to prove ita wonderful richness, It is destined to be one of the richest
eamps in existence,

The Sanger mines are operated by a San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two years
ago, buylng the ledges for 817,000 and now cleaning up on an average of F70.000 per month., Thexe
mines are on the road between Union and Cornucopia, about 3 ) miles east of Union, having a tri-weekly
mall from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in direct communication with Union, their tradd-
ing point.

‘I‘hr Sparta mines are abour eight miles sontheast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twenty years, still vielding large returns, The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite & number of
ledges have lately been found which, as far sax developea, indicate good paying ore. A mill is being
bullt here and good returns are expected from its work,
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AGRICUITURAT. INTIERICNSTS,

Now to return to the Agrienltural Interests of the County, the Larzest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of Union County, is the Famous G ande Ronde, whose beanty (s Fecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty mruntsins upon whi-h seems to rest the blue vauit above. Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted 1y our beantifnl scenery. This valley embraces SU(R0 acres of
s fine Agricnltural Land as can b found on the Pacitic Const,

The Grande Ronde Hiver enters it houndary on the West and flows Easterly through the ceénter
of the va ley and thence Northerly and out at i s Northern Jimits; 30x25 miles is its length and bredth
and with Catherine Creek, the largest teibutars of the Grande Ronde entering the valiey at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with nnmerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the ahove
named streams affording abundeanece of warer the  eason round, L - '

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there Leing a*ont three
Townshipa of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain,

The vield of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals vielding
from 25 to &0 bushels per acre of Wheat 4C to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from £ to B tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The producing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
year. Besides the production of grain and liay for export, a v iinmense quantity of fruits, mcluding Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Fears and smealle fraits, also garden vegetables are raised in great guantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections. Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple produoers. Stock
raising is engagea in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers plways sectiring the best hred animals for breeding pur-
poses, Taxes are no hizher on fine than poor stock,  The lands of this valley have all been taken, bat
cholce places can  be bought at from 815 to 30 per acre. which is comp®atively cheap. Many large
hodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best gquality cai be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several vood farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best guality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But litte of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O, R, & N. R, R, entering  the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the valiey on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

I'he Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal's Walla, W. T, through
the Blue Mountaus to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and wili then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union.  Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railrond facilivies.

Puget Sound, W. T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the cities of the
Sornd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the building
ot this second line of road.  In concluding this deseription of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is o fered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and vs vicinity, The resources of 1the wvalley and its
treibutary sections will sustain manufacturivg indust jes of pearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few, It wiil sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmio g and dairying | usiness,
offering in this lne advantages not to be found but in very few places, The raising of thorough bred
stock in o profitable business aud there is hardly an inaividual here solely in that business at present,

I'o visit Grande Honde Valley and see it and to luvestigate its advantages, is to locate here, In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the bestof reputation in regard Le
clmnte, soil and everything that goes 1o constitnte a grod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley bas severn! considerable towns and village<: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Summnerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley,

I'"NIT1O N,

The County ent of Union County, Is sitnated (o the southern portion of the | Cermude Ronde Valley, and has

the best Natural Locatien fora Cliy of guy town In Exstern Oregon,  Situnted, jost st the hase of folling bills ou both

fides of Catherine Creek, s beantiful, spackliog streswm, whose walters ur priare bs tnture ever distilled sud held

"'I'![l!‘lll!"r! in her moantain reservoles, furnishiog immetise waterpower Just waltiong to be utilized by the hnod of

minty for wll Kinds of manofacturing (ndusteies, To fact the witer power & amply suiclent 1o make Undon the Lowel)
of Orggean H the attention of ber enterprising eltizens were turued lo that dicection, whilch will be the case when uew
blood nnd Eastern capitalists eotne in 1This Is one of the best places o oreeon for the erection of munifscturies

A woolen mill is greatly needed now, sud some cnergetic capitalist who 8 cngaged fw such business would find
here the chosen spot for such sy enterprise, right in the heart of & grewt! woolgrowing section of the conntry No
Ligh freédglits 1o pay, water-power (o sbundance, and fo fuct everstbhing that such & bosiness wonld copssme is pro
daced here In the valley

The present population of Unioy is gbout 1,500, but when the 0 & W T, rallrond resches here she will dounle her
population lnside of six mouths, Euager eyes are watchlog to tuke sdyvantage of the present low prices in property and
procire for themselves a home where they tuy Hve o pesce and plenty.  Water works can be put fo st very Hitle ex-
penuse by running s part of Catherine creek 1uto a lurge reservolr on the bill back of town.  This will give sall the fall
we want—from 150 feet up; no expeose of keeping s stenm pump and the vecessary repairs.  This mountain stresm
cal be, made to run diedetly into the reservolr and all the waste can be utillzed iu furnishiog power for machinery,
W I“.I; onve water works wre completed there will be no ueed [or welis, springs, eto,, for no purer drinkiog water can be
foumnt

e school fucilities wre upsurpassed. We bhave in our public school, & High School Grade,  The school s supplied
with every posalble convenlesce. Everyvthing I furnished by our liberal handed eltizens, wno belleve fo giving thelr
chtldren s frst-chuss education aod that they can e edveated (o no better way than by haviog s Noo 1 sehool wr home
The sohool at present is divided tuto four compartments, all thoroughly graded. Students oo completing the pre
scribed course of study recelve a certifionte to that eftect, An addition to the preseut schiool butldiog Is I contempls
tion, also several hundred doliars worth of apartinents is soon to be added,

Morally and soclally, Union is unexcelled and her hospitality is widely known throughout the surroundiog conn
try. We have four churches, sll i & flouriabliog condition. There are six secret societies, doing much good to hu
wanity, We have s number of stores of diferent kinds, all dolng o profitable busiiess. as they supply o grent sgrienl-
tural distriet and the numercus miniug camps (o the pear vicinity, We are also supplied with severul saloons, bar
bershops, bincksmithshops, ete, one prinecipal botel and several restaurants, ao that the most fastidious tustes of the
epleuring can be fully satisfivd, We are siso supplled with two Hrat-class livers and feed stabiles a0 that strangors
coming to this town will have no trouble in procuring s first-class team aud takiug & drive out foto the exbillerating
stmosphere and feasting hin eyes upon the grandeur of our mouwntain scenery, sud bresthiog o the Hfegivieg exygen
thnt can be found sewhere s0 pare as In Unlon County, Tothe Easteny, who is not wsed to mountaly seenery, whon
first beliolding our beautiful locstion, his first und lovoluuiary eselamation Is, “Paradise Found at Last.” "

Our county Court House Is well Anlshed in eévery ticular, haviug & large and commodious ball, smply suMelent
to accommodate any sud all sudiences. [t also has In connection & jail built by the Pautey Bros., with al] thelr Intest
tmproveed cells, thus making things secure agsins®the eacape of any prisvvees that may be coutined thereln. Owur
Opera House 1 one of thd largest this side of Portland, with haadsomely deocorated curtalus apd finished in superb
styvle. One large and commodions Flouring Mill, full roller procesa. with all modern improvemeuts, (s situated adioln-
g the town, Alsoseversl saw inills (o the near vicinity e lumbering interest is bound to become guite d fea
ture in onr industries.

Taken all (o all, Union is one of the best towns iu Eastern Oregon, Heretofore she has been kept back on sceonnt
of poor raliroad facilities, but when the Hunt system of Katlroad is compieted joto Unlon, 1ts latent resources will Le
developed and It will take (s piace amoug the thriving citles of our lsud. We have one of the lovellest towns in
Oregou, and s great desl of wealth is here already ALl that s now needed is for people 1o come aud take advy Aninge
of the great inducements soon o be thrown at the feet of every euergetic man possessing cither bralus or musele,

The pleaswre-seeker or the invalld can fiud oo better place 1o whrlr away the summer months. Ouly three miles
away can be found Hot Springs and Lakes revellug I medical virtues aud curative powers the famous “Kansas Hot
Springs,’ Rheumatism sod such complaints disappearing as (f by the band of some magician, Lovers of the placatorial
art will Aud the besuniful sparkliog waters of Catherine ereek slive with the gamy mountain and brook trout.  In the
edge of the mowntains larger gaine may be found, while ot in the valley along the Grande Ronde river are gepse
swan aud dacks {n sbundance, In the the grain feld prairie cidokeus are guite plentiful, Taking all these natura
mdvantages {or pleassure and business, we thiok people looking for & home can fod vo place supplyving all thelr wants
better thian the besutiful ety of Unton,

ninee the muech wiked of Huot Ratlroad s wn assured fact, proparty Is beginning to advance in prices, though at
the present time ity lots sud blocks muy be had st very ressonsble rates

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

loc, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

WILSON & HACKETT,

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired,

UNION, OREGON,
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