UNION COUNTY

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

. OREGON,

A ND —— -

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

Thl- \‘;l“vll.-a nre ||[ inn Average « levation of nhont 2,000 feet above seq lesel, the lnghest mountain
penks being about 6,000 foct and continually coversd with snow, which furnishes o water gupply for
nuinerous streams the vear round,

THE CLIMATE

I8 div and healthful, there Lelng a suficient rainfall 1o preserve the moisture of the soil and matore
erops.  Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foor in the vallevs, and never femning longor than fromm
two to three weeks ab o e,

The mean temperatare for the winter months is about 20 degraes above freezing paint anied for
the gsmmer wonths about 70 above gero, the heat of the day being oflset by cool nights that ensare
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rost for the fatigued

The winter senson usnaly beging about the first of December and lasts Gill the miditle of Freruiry
or first of March, when the husbindiman is given an opportunity to propare for his springs secding

From March st toJuly 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weathier i hiroken by [reguent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmoespliere so a8 (o assare the
farmer an abindant vield.

During the months of July, Aongust and September, which are the haorvesting months im this
county, the weather is usualy dey and adapted 1o the suecessial gathering of crops.  Lienerally
enongl rain falls in the autumn months to moisten the gronnd satficiently o peridl the rmer to
prepare the same for his full grain,

There is no country in the United States mere Llessed by o healthful elimate than Union County,
n& the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove

The varions contagions prevalent in many localities are almost wholly nnknown here, and are
ustally very mild in their attacks when they do appear,  There has only bheen one ease ol Sualipox in
Union County since its settlement, and chifls and fever are totally anknown,  We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes 1o lay waste the conntry, destroy property and e lives of people, nor Ilizairds 1o
frowee the e out of oty Nor do we have the fogy and dump atmospiere which is found W est
of the Cuscade Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There ix 1,407 500 Acres of Surveyed Land in the Connty ; thiee rest ia unsurveved, Hhe ansur-
vivid portion being valuahle for Timber, Pasture and ahounding in Mineral Deposits,  The valleys
of the Connty are terandde Rotide, Indinn, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and Sturkev. T
work] iny these valleva is well pdapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Ryve, Timothy, Clover and
Alulia, Vesetables and Fraits, sucli as Apples, Plums, Pears, Poaches, Chorrios, strowberries, amd
in fucl all of the smaller varietion grow Lo perlection,

Thie vield of Wheat is from 25 to o0 bushels o thie sere, Barley from 40 1o 70, Oats abont the saone
sliels of opits s lweon fiiss

HE |1.‘\l11-_\, with exeeplions i sone loealitios, when ns Lbigh as TU0 bt

theenere.  ‘The Mountaing are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Fine Pk,
sproce, ole. The most vatlunble is the Pine, which is used in the lomberinge indnstry, also same ol
thie lurgor species of Tamereac, hut this class of Gmber is nsed chi iy to furnish wod ties, ete., which

is amply suflicient to supply the snrrounding country Hr jgos

The raineral resourees of the County are only [a'l'lmh developed, Tt saflicient  prospecting anl
mining s been done to prove that grent ledges of ore interline the mountain sides, w huveeh, whon
sullicient capital is employed in their development, will be s great fuctor in the general suiiary ol
the wenlth of the Counts A\ more detailed aecount of the Mines and Mineral Resources of thie

Connty will be found further on.
=N1TOCIs I2AISING,

The assessient roll of the county lor the year 1588, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
ON 108 Hend of Catrle, 55,0100 Head of Sheep, and 5,570 Hewd of Swine, showing of itsell that the County
ix o geeal Stock Radsing Region,  Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thereof a neat protit on shelr investnent,

In faet., the stock business has been snd still s the wost paying of any in the couniry and i
bids fair to continue to be sueh for many years to come.  The buneh grass growing jpon the hills nnd
mountaiins s vory nuteitions, stock fatteoing inn very short time, resdy for marker,  Usually stock hws
1o b fed by for from one to two months dueing the winter, but in many places horses w il winter upon
the bunch wenss and do well,  Phe climate is such that sio k raisod is of o hardy and healthful charae-
ter, giving Lo work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle

The milk cow here attalns perfection. Sheep are vory healthy and produce heavy fleeces, The
dalrying bunsiness in the lnst Tew years has doveloped fnto a large and proftable one, the conntry being
mpecially ndapted to the business by renson of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex:
cellent rnuge, the large quantity of hay and goain riined per nere, the healthiulness of anlmals, the
lnrse water supply and the guick marcket of Bt ter wnd Cheese.  The Jersey, Holstine sand Darliam are
rapldly tuking the place of the common breed of cattle, aud dairymen are giving considerable attention
to the brved b g of Eheir cows,

It is sal more profit can hs realizged per year from a milk cow in this country than any ether in the
U nited States, one instance belng given of s single cow for one year, yielding n net profit to the owner
of 175 besi ves the eall

Two s ameries are in sparation at the Cove, in this county, w Wik mnke 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worth M conts per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, w orth 25 cents per pound,

Phis yoear & creamery is in operation at La Grande, with what sureciss remining o be seen, although
no doubt van be entariained but that it will prove to he o profitable concern.

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un‘on County are Cornueapia, Sparin and Sanger, Cornucopla District is
In the K stern portion of the County, and eribrneds a section abont ten miles sguare, within which there
are aboul 800 quartz locations.  ‘The formation is geonite and slaie; the ledges running in & Seuthearterly
and Northwesterly direetion.  The first loeations were made here in 1854, I he guartz contsins Gold and
Silver, the gold predominatiog,  Some of the jodes wre free milling but they generally contsin base
metal sndn consequence will hinve (o be treated in reduection works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different grouns, showing an aversge yield of from 25 to #1000 per ton, When the proper metheds
nre omiployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornncepin will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West,"”

The Op: gon Gold Mining Company, of Lounlsville, Ky, is the only company representad in the dis.
triect., It bas n[n'lll'll up several of s ledges, which were obisined at from L0 1o 'EH,\I“I cach,

The Red Jacket, helonging to this company, is a woll defined ledge, nveraging about four feet in
thickness and when stenck on the Jowest tuunel, was found to be o mnss of the golden metal. This
company hns a 40.5tamp Mill vanning aight and day upon the ore tnken from this ledge. Seven thou-
nllllnt tive hondred pounds of sulphurets were securesd the st month of this spring's operatisns, besides
fmense quantities of free gold can ht upon the gialgam pans,

This company’'s expenses b bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
BRO0 0, They bave the Whitiman, which fus s shaft sunk over L0 feet and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No, 2, which is developed suMelently o indicate o well defined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent. Professor Smith, is hivhly pleased with the prospect for his conipany
and predicin n second Leadville of Cornneopla,  Many other lediges of the camp with 100 feet or more
of developiment work mre showing up well, snong w hilch are the Shinwons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Chockmate, Knipire and Buekeye, all situatod on the Simmons Mauntain and sald 1o he the best
group of mines In the camp, »1so the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chrl-to, situated on the vaime
monntaly and extenstons of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore, The Way
Up mortheast of Cornucopia, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Simmons group.  The Union, Companion, Last Chan e, Hobert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Hed Doy, May Flower, Cox and  Allon, Hed Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufticiently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore In great quantities.  The Cornucopia or Fine reck disteiet s s vich one with an anlimited amount
of ore and only lncks capital o prove its wonderful richness, It i destined 1o be one of the richest
camps in existence,

The Sauger mines are operated by a San Franclsco Company, which began iis cperations Lwo vears
ago, buying the ledges for 817,000 anid now cleaning up on an aversge of 70,00 per month, hese
mines are on the road between Union and Cornucopis, about 30 miles east of Union, having a tri-weekly
mail from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in direct communication with Union, their trad.
ing point,

he Sparta mines are about elght miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twenty years, still vielding Inrge returns The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite a numher of
ledies have lately been found which, as far as developea, indicate good paying ore. A will is being
built here aud good returus are sxpected from (s work,
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AGRICUILTUR AT, INTICIRICNTIS.

Now to return to the Agricnltural Interests of the County, the Larvgest, most Fertile and attractive

Vialley of Union County, is the Famons G ande Ronde, whose baanty is becomivg known far el wide,
sittroinded by i.‘frl\ M untains upon which seems to rest the hlue vault above, Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our heantiful seenery. This valley embraces SU0 00 acres of

as fine Agelealtural Land as can b found on the Pacitie Const,

The Grande Ronde Hiver enters ite boundary on the West and flows Fasterly throngh the center
of the va'ley and thenee Northerly and out st i's Northern Himits; 0x26 miles is jta length and hredih
and with Cathesine Creak, the Inrgest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the south,
Mill Creek entering at the Fast and Willow Creek enfering at the North, with numerous other srsall
tribniaries, make the Grande Ronde Val ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named stromms mfordi abundance of water the »enson round,

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with elay subsoll, there being a'ont three
Townshipe of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridiee, all of which produces excellont grain,

The vield of Wheat, Uats, Barley. Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals yie Iding
from 25 to 80 bus hels per acre of Whent 4 1o 100 for OUats sud Barley, and Hay from & 1o S tons per acre;
frequently thiree crope of Alfalfa being cut in one seEason.

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produrcing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in guantity each
yvear. Hesidea the production of grain and liay for export, an lnmense gusntity of fruits, moluding Ap-
ples, Plums, Prones, Fears and sooalle fealts, also g o vegetahles are radsed 1o greal gquantities and
marketad in the naighboring sections. Butter and Cheese s also one of our staple products, Stock
ralming is engegea in lsegely and |.:-.:-I:|'l.|~. s ax llne stock may be seen upon the fwrms of Grande Ronde
Valley as auywhere, stockmen and farmers slways securing the best bhred anin nls for bresding pur-

Jroses, I'axes are no hipher on fine than poor stoek Fhie landds of this villey have nll been taken, bat
choice places can  be hought 81 (rom 8&la 1o 880 per acre whieh is comp®atively cheap, Many large
hodies of land owned Ly =ivgle individuals and ol thits Digest —ru.||:1'\ et e hiad at very ressonalidle rates,

whiich could he divided into several vood Tarms,

TIMBER.
The hilla and mounteins are covered with timber of the hest guality for lnmbering purposes nnd
eiusily reached at Htvle of the by land has been entered or taken ap

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

he () I & N. K. K, entering  the valley at the sonthern portion and following the foothills on the

Sotlthwest, passes out of the valiey on the West, traversiog the Southiwestern boundary ol the vaulley
for a distance of 14 males,

Che HMunt Ratirond system will be extended during the next year feom Wal'a Walla, W. T, throngh
the Ploe Mountans 1o Summeryille, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-

tive Jength of the valley through iis center o Union. Upon the budding of this road the valley will
Beve the Dest rajlvosd @acilities,

Pugret Sound, W, 1., 18 the termingl point of this [ine, putting Portand, Or., and the eities of the
So0 i dn competition £ the trade of the Villey, the importance of which s evic enced by the building
o! this secoud lHope of vond,  In coneluding this deseription of Grande Bonde Velley, if can e said with-
ont Tear of contradiction, 1hat no better opportuntty Is « ffered anywpere inthe Northwest for the homae
sevker or capitalists thau in Grande Ronde Villey and 1is vicimy., The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufncturing indust ies of nearly every ki, of which we now have
but very few. Lt wiil sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmiiog and dairying Pusiness.
offering in this lne advantages not to be found but in very few places, The raising of thorough bred
stock ts u prottable business and there is hardly an individual here solely in that business al present.

Fo visit Grande BRonde Valley snd see it and o iovestigate its advantages, is (o locate here, Inno
ivetance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the bestof reputation in regard Lo
climnte, sofl and everything that goes to constitute a giod country,

I'hie Grande Honde Valley has several considerabile towns atid villages: 1'nion in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the monntains on the northwest Summerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the

vallay.

U NTON,

The County Senl of Union County, is situated fu the southern portion of the Fertdle Grande Retids Valley, nud hns
the best Natursl Lovation Tor s City of goy town [0 Exstern Oregon.  Shinied, Just ot the base of rolling bills on both
sldes of Catherine Creoek, o besutiin spurkling  stream, whoke waters arfe plire s guniee over dlstilled and held
.lli-lmllll\--l in her monntsln reseevoles, (urnisining inmeise Wnterpower st wiiting (W pitizd . byt hinnd of
man for all Kiuds of manufacoariog lndastedies,  To fact the wator power (s pmply saiivicot to o nke'tnion the Lowell
of Oregen if the attention of her enterprising el turned] fo that difection, which w e s when new
Llood and Eastern eapltallsts come o ThiN iw i i U places 0" i F s "

A wooley mill is growtly needed now, aud sose cnergotio capiin vl 5 sill Liis 5 i find
here the chosen spor for suchnan enterprise, right o the bedart of B Ereat wonl-grow g secolion of Bhie contlry No
high (relg to, pay, water-power 1o abundance, sud Do fact everything that such o busbiess wonlld vonsam !-. pro
daced bere in the valle)

e preseut popniation of Unfon s sbour 1,200, bt when the 0. & W T, rallrond renchios here shie will dounle her
popnlstion luside of six months Eager cyes are watebiog 1o take sdvantage of the prosent low prives o property and

procare for themselves 8 home where they may Hive bn popcs atid plenty Winter works cun b puat st very Hittle ex-

it bl beek of town, This will giveall the fall

pense by running s part of Cstherine creek N0 a IArEye feservolir on
we waut—from 160 feer up: no expeore of Keeping o stesin pump sud the oecesyary repairs 'hls mountaln stream
can be, made to rian directly tnto the reservolr aud wll the waste can e utild 1in fur hiug e for machilnery,
!\\ |"_|; aliee waker works e completed thiere will be no vecd for wolis, springs, efe,, for no pures -1’['.l|'l1||L' waler can be
(U TR

ar schiool facilities are unsurpassed, We have fu our publie school, 8 High school Grade.  The sebhool s supplied
with every posaible convenlence. Everything Is furnished by onr Hberal handed citieeus, who bedleve o giviog their
children & Arst-class educasion aud that they can be educated o uo better way than by sviog a Moo 1 sebcol at home
I'he sebool st presens Is divided (nto four compartments, ail 1l wotighly graded =tudents on completing the pre
seribed course of sindy recelve & certitionte to thut effect, Ab addibion tothe prosent s heow] Buatlding 1s in e untempls-
tion, also several Handred dellars worth of wpartiments 1 soon to be sdded,

Morally and socially, Union is nnexcelled and hor hospitality is widely known throughont the sarroundiog cown-

try We hiave fowmr charcheg, all 10w Houwrksh bng condition here are =ix secrel societies, doiug muoh good 1o ha
manity. We have a namber of stores of different Kinds, all dolng & prottable business, as thoy supply o8 great agrionl-
tural distriot and the nwtvercus wining onmps bn e near vicinity,  We miso suppiied with seviers] suloons, bar
birshopsa, blacksmithsheps, etc, ote principal botel and severwi restuurants, »o that the most fasthdious Tastes ot the
cplowrisn can be fally satisfied. We ure nlso supplied with two frst-class lvery and feed stables so that straogers
coming to thie town will have uo trouble (0 procueing o gestolass tedm and takiog a dreive ont loto |1 exhiillvrmting
uinosphivre wud ltntlhg Dis exes Mpon the grindenr of our mountain seenery, sud breatolug in this giving ¢ \\“.:
thet ean be found newhore po plire we 1o Undon County o thy Easteuns, who is dot ssed to monntaln seenery Wwhen
et Bebiolding our beastiifal loomilon, bis Orst! aid Involuntary aRelstnatlown I8, " Faradis 1l ot Las oL

Chur poupty Cormrt House |8 well Aulshe noevery pavtiouinr, haolng o large nud comang s Linll, smply gafelent

1o acceuimodste any aud all sudicnces. 11 also has 1o connection a jull bhullt by the Fauley Hros b ali thelr Intest
LI RO Y e velbs, thus makliong THhings sedcur niwy i thivreln e
Opwera House i gpe of the argest Lhils side with b decorated vurtalus st finished 15 supert
sivie Oune lirge and commodions Flouring Mill, full rollor process Wil modern improvements, s sttuated adjoln

L Lhe lown Also severs) saw mikis in the uear vicinity e lumbering interest s Bonnd 1w become guite 8 fea
bure o onr Indusiries v
Taken all to wll, Unlon §s one of the best towns iy Eastern Oregon,  Heretofore shie hias been kept back oy aeconnt

of pour rallrosd facillties, but whon the Hout system of Rallrosd is -'-nln,v'.n ted futo Unlop, its Intent resources will be
developed and it will take It place among tl thtiviug ottles of our wnd. We bave oue of the lovellest towus in

Oregon, and 8 great deal of wealth Is here alrondy ALL tht {8 now needed §s for people to come and take sdvantage
of the great lnduovments soon to e thrown at the feet of every cuergetic man possessing cither bradus or muosele,
The pleasnre-secker or the invalld ean tdod no better place 1o while away the summer months vinly three miles

loal YIrues sl

awuy can beé found Hot Springs and Lakes roveling o me I curatlye powers the fumous “Kaonsas Hot
springs,” Rhoumatism atd such compluints diggppearing as if by the hand of some magleinng, Loversof the piscatorial
arl will ind the besusiful sparkling waters of Catheripe ereck alive with the gemy mwountalu wnd brook tront. 1o the
edege of the mowptains lprger game may be found, whidle out in the valley alotsg the Graunde Ronde river are geese,
wewan snd ducks o abundence, o the the geatn Geld pradrvie ehickens are guite plentifual Puklog all thess nulla.‘ni
adveutages for plessure and business, we think people looking for a home can find no place puppiviog all their wants
better than the beautiful city of Union

siuee the mueh talked of Hunt Hallroad (ean assured fact, property is boeglnning to advasoe o prices, though st
the prescut tme oity lots aud blocks may be had st very reasonable rales '

THE UNION REAL ESTA TE ASSOCA TION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks. This asso-
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advanta ge
than any firm in Union County. They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, loc, etc., to

be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired

WIILSON & HACKIET,

UNION, ORIZGON,




