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NION COUNTY, ORKEGONX,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys nre of an averaoe clevation of about 2,000 feet above gea level, the highest mountain
peaks boing about 6,000 feet und continuslly covered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numeroun streams the year round,

THE CLIMATE

I8 dry andl healthiful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops.  Snow seldom fulls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigoruting sleep and rest for the fatigued '

The winter season usaa ly beging about the first of December und lasts till the middle of February
or firet of March, when the husbandman i given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 1st to July 1st, the monotony of warim and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 80 as to assure the
farmer an abundant vield,

During the months of July, Angust and September, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is usnaly dry and ndaptms to the successful gathering of crops. Generdlly
enough rain falls in the anturmn mopths to moisten the gronnd suiliciently to permit the farmer to
prepare the game for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States mere hleased by a hoalthful climate than Union County,
aw the vigor and enterprise of ia citizens will prove,

The varions contagions prevalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks when they do appear.  There has only been one oage of Smullpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chills and fever are totally unknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricancs to luy waste the conntry, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the lile out of humanity., Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphiere which is found West
of the Cuscade Mountains,

S0OIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,500 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County; the rest in unsurveved, the unsur-
\'l'yml(]‘nrl.inu being valuable for 'I'imiwr, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits. The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Fagle, Pine and Starkey. The
soil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Onts, Burley, Rye, Timothy, Cloyer and
Alfalfu, Vegreiables and Fruita, snch as Apples, Plums, Pears, P'eaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fuct all of the smaller varietics grow to perlection.

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in some localitios, when us high as 100 bushels of onts has heen raised to
the acre. The Mountaing are coversd with a Fine Growth of Tinber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Bpruce, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is ased in the lombering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tamrac, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is amply sutlicient to supply the surrounding country for ages,

'I'Lt- mineral resources of the County are only partinly developeid, but suflicient |-rua?m-tir|g and
mining ha# been done to prove that great ledges n? ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
sufficient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resources ol the
County will be found further on.

NTOCIE IRAINSING.

The assessment roll of the county tor the vear 1888, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
28,128 Hend of Catile, 66,7% Head of Sheep, and 5,579 Head of Swine, showing of iwself that the County
in o great Stock Raising Reglon. Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thervof a neat profit on shelr inveatment,

In fact, the stock business bes been and still is the monat paying ef any in the country and it
bids fair to continue so be such for many years to come. T'he bunch grass growing upon the hills and
mountalins is very nutritious, stock fattening in a very short time, ready for market. Usually stock has
to be fud har for Lrom one to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well, I'he climate Is such tbhat ste k raised is of a hardy and healthful charac-
ter, th'lnu*u work horses & strong conatitution and powerful muscle

The milk cow here attains purfection. Sheep are very healshy and produce heavy tleeces, The
dalrying business in the last few years has developed into & large and profitalile one, the country being
apecially ndapted to the business (v reasen of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex-
cellent rangs, the lnrge quansity of hay and giain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
large water supply and the quiek market of Butter and Chease, The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
mapldly taking the place of 31- cemen breed of eattle, and dairymen are giving cousidersble attention
to the breadivg of their cows,

It im wnid more profit can bs realised per year from a milk sow in this country than any sther in the
Unitad Stuies, one inatance belug given of a singlo aow for one year, ylelding a net profit to the owner
of $178 b i les the caulf

Tw  veminerins are in eperatien at the Cove, in this conuty, whicrh make 126,000 pounds of cheese,
worth 14 sents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 35 cents per pound,

This yomar o ereamery is In operatien at La Grende, with what suecess remains to be seen, although
no doubi cun be entertained but that it will prove so be a profitable conearn,

ITS MININGC RESOURCES.

The Mining Distriot« of Un'on County are Carnucopia, Sparta and Sanger. Coroucopia Diatrict is
In the 15 stern portion of the County, and embeaces a section about ten miles squpre, within which there
are about 600 qur etz locations, ‘T'he formation ls granite and slate; the ledgen running in & Seuthearterly
and Northwesterly direetion, ‘I'he flrst loeations were made here in 16884,  The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold predominasing, Some of the lodes are fres milling, but they generally contwin base
metal sndn consequence will have to be teeated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the diff-rent grouns, showing an average yvield of from 335 to $1'0 per ton, When the proper methods
are sniployed o work these ledges to the best advausage, Cornucepia will be considered the New
“Kldorado of the West,”

The Or gon Gold Mining Company, of Louisville, Ky , in the only company represented in the dis.
telet, It Yas opened up cevoral of Qs ledgos, which wore olnained at from 210,000 to §20,000 ench.

The Pod Jacket, belonging to this u-.-supnn‘. ina waoll defined ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness avd when struck on the lowes! sunnel, was feund te be a mas=s of the golden metal, This
company has o 40-Stamp Mill ronning night and duy upon the ere taken from this ledge, Seven thou-
sand fhve hondred pounds of sulplivests were secuired the fiest monih of this spring’s operations, besides
Lnmense guantities of free pold enught upen the Amagam pans.

o This company's expenses in bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ete,, has amounted (o over
FH00 00, They have the Whitman, which Yas & shaft sumk over 1,50 foer and shows batter as the work
progrossos; the Alin No. ¥, which is developad sufficiantly Lo indieate a well detlued ledge of high grade
ore. The present suporintendent, Professor Smith, is bichly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis n second Leadville of Cornweopia.  Many other ledges of the camp with 100 feet or more
of developmoent work ave showing np wull, among which are the Simmons gr. up, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmne, Empire and Buckeye, all sltosted on the Simmons Meuntain snd ~aid to be the best
wroup of mines in the camp, »lso the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chri to, situated on the same
wounbntn and extensions of the Siimmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up sortheast of Cornueopin, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp amd is no doubt an extension
of the o Bell and Sinoanons groap, The Undon, Companion, Last Chan e, Hobert Enomwet, Forest
Wueen, led Bay, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Doy, Clinax
and Queen of the West are all sulliciently developod to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
are bn grecat gquantities,  The Cornpeopia or Pine Creck distriet is a vich one with an unlimited smonnt
of ore and only lacks coplial W prove Lo be one of the richest
camps in existence,

The Sanugsr mines ave operated by o San Franciseo Company, which began [is cperations two vears
ago, buying the ledgos for 817,000 and now cleaning up on an average of §70,000 per month,  These
mihnes wre on the rond betwern Unton and Coraucopian, about 30 miles east of Unlon, baving a tri-weekly
madl fronn Unlon on to Cornucopls, thus being placed o ditcet eommunication with Unien, their trad-
Ing point,

The Sparta min e
twenty vears, stil yleliding Inrge meiarns,
ledges have lately been found which, as far as developea, indicate good paying ore. A
bullt herve aud good returns are expected from its work,

s wonderful richoess, v is destined

are abour elght miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite o number of
wadll s being
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AGRICULTURAIL, INTICIR NS,

Now toreturn to the Agrieultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of ['nion Connty, is the Famous Grande Ronde, whose beauty is Vecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meuntains upon which seems to rest the blue veult above, Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beautiful scenery. This valley embraces 300,000 ncres of
as fine Agricultueal Land as can b+ found on the Pacific Coast.

The Grande Ronde Hiver enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly throngh the center
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and out at i's Northern limits; 30x25 miles is its length and hlredlh
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East aud Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Valley one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affording abundance of water the * eason round.

The aoil of this valley is principally a biack, rich losm with clay subsoil. there being abount three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellont grain.

The vield of Wheat, Oats, Barley. Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to 50 bushels per acre of Wheat 4C to 100 for Oata and Barley, and Hay from £ (o 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfaifa being cut in one season.

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

Tha producing and export of grain and hay from this valley ia large and growing in quantity each
vear. Hesides the prodaction of xrain and hay for export, a9 immense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plum®s, Prunes, | ears and siwalle fruita, also garden vegetables are raised In great guantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple products. Stock
raising is engeawea in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley ns anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses. 'I'sxes are no higher on fine than poor atock. The lands of this vallgy have all been taken, but
choice places can bte bought at from $15 to $30 per wcre, which is comp®atively cheap. Many large
bodies of land ownad by single individuals and of the best quality can be bhad at very reasonable rates,
which could be dividad into several good farms.

TIMEER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the bhest gquality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. Bus little of the timber and has been entered or taken up.

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R. & N. R. R. entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the yvalicy on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundury of the wvalley
for a distance of 14 miles.

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Walla Walla, W. T, through
the Blue Mountans 1o Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union, Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railrosd facilities,

Puget Sound, W, T, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the cities of the
Sornd in competition fur the trade of the Valley, the iniportancs of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it ean be said with-
oul fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is offered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
secker or capitalista than in Grande Honde Vaulley and its vicinity, The resources of the wvalley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of nearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few, It will sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmivg and dajrying I usiness,
offering in this line advantages not to be found but in very few places. The raising of thorough bred
stock is a profitable businesas and there is hardly an inaividual here solely in that husiness al present,

To visit Grande Rende Valley aud see it and 1o investigate its advantages, is to locate here. In no
instance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard te
climate, noil and everything that goes (o constitute a girod country.

The Grande Roude Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Graude at the base of the mouuntains on the northwest. Sumimerville in the northern
euﬂ of the valley, Ceve about midway on the ecast side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley,

UNION,

The County Saat of Union Cowmnty, is sitmated (o the southern portion of the Fertlle Grande Konde Valley, sud has
the beat Natural Location for a City of any town in Eastern Oregon.  Sitaated, Just at the base of rolling hills ou both
sldes of Catherine Creek, a beautiful, sparkling stream, whose waters are piice os nature ever distilled wod held
suspended in ler mountain reservoirs, furnishing lmmense waterpower just walting to be utilizged by the haud of
mwan for all kinde of manufacturing industries, In fact the water power s amply suicient to make Unlon the Lowell
of Oregon if the attention of her enterprising citisens were turned in that direction, which will be the cuse when new
blood and Kastern capitalists come lu. This is one of the best places in oregon for the erection of manofacturion,

A woolan mill is groatly nesded now, and seene energetio capltalist who s engaged 1w such business would find
here the chosen apot for such an enterprise, right In the heart of & great wool-growing sectlon ef the couutry. No
high freights to pay, water-power (n abundanee, aud io fect everything thet such s busiuess would conussme :;- pro.
dneed here in the valley,

The preseut population of Unien Is abent 1,500, but when the O & W. T, rallrosd renchies here she will double her
populstion inslde of six months. Enager ¢ves are watohing to take advantage of the present low prices (o property sud
procure for themseives s home where they may live (n peace and plenty, Water works cun be put in st very Httle ex-

pense by ranning lf'lfl of Catherine creek into a large reservolr ou the hill back of town, This will give all the fall
we want—from 160 fest up: no expense of keeping a steam pump and the pecessary repuirs, This mountaln stresm
can be, made 1o run directly into the reservoir and all the waste can be utilizea in furnishing powier for mae hivery
!\'\'hﬂi onve water works are completed there will be nv aved for wells, springs, ete,, for uo puarer drinkiog water can be
unnd

Our school factiities are unsarpassed. Wo have in our public school, a High sobhool Grade.  The sehoo] is suppiied
with ¢very ponsible ronvenience. Everything ix furnisbed by onr Hbersl hauded eltlzaens, who believe b giviug thelr
children « Arst class educasion wud that they can be eduosted (n no better way thian by baving o No 1 sehool wt home
The sohool st prement is divided (uto four compartments, all thoronghly eraded. Students on completing the pre
seribed course of study recelve a certificste to that aftect, An sddition to the present sclioo] buiddiog s L ¢ ,.,.;,_“.i,l;
tiou, also several hundred delinrs worth of apartmeuts 1s soou Lo be sdided, .

Morally sui socially, Union is npexcellad and her hospltulity is widely known thronghont thi surroundiug conn
try. We hnve four churches, all in & fowrikhing eondition, There wre six seorot soclotios, doite much good s b,
manity We liave u number of slorea of different kinds, all doing s profitable business. ss they supply \
tural district und the numerous mining camps (o the near vicinity Y

Ve wre wlwo supplicd with severs
bershops, blackemithsheps, vle., one prineipal botel and several restuurants, so that the most festidlon
eplouring can be fully sutisfied. We are alsc smppiled with two first-cluss livery aud fos] stablos so thst strae s
votmipe to thils lown will bave no troable 1o procariug a LDmtd luss tesin and ARSI m drive out Into the exbill ul|h|
stmoaphiere sud feasting bis eyes upon the grandewr of our mouutaly seenery, wud Lreswtd ug futhe Hfegi \n.' i \\::,f:

that eun be fovod nowhere so poare ks io Union Conpls Tothy Easteng, whio s 0ot wsed 1o
tirst bebolding our besutifal lomation, his Gest and loveinuiary exslamation i, “Parndise 1y
Char ¢ounty Cunrt Hoonee is well Audshivd (0 every pastionlnr, havitg o baree and commmostiy
o accommodaieany atd wll sndiences. It glso hns (0 conpectiog & uilt by the Panles ]
|1|lpr.;\n-|{.|-i|- thus m ing things seoure monluse thie ORI Oof wus LI r-.’n_ar iny
Opera House I oue of th '-nui'r--! this shide of Portiand, with heuds ¥ 8

IO ML soeLiery
1 ul Last .
us bl wpldy sufelent

| thelr Intest
urelu uar
110 suprh

When

vorsted et

style, One large wud commodions Flouring Ml fall roller process, witls all modern 0 L ted widjod
ing the town,  Alsoseversl saw mills (o Hear vieinity ]1.; imbering luterest s Do .j e | o N T
ture in our industrics i o I - Guiia’sfes
Taken wll in all, Union is one of the towns in Eastern Oregon, Heretofore shie has beon |
of poor ratlromd (acilities, but when the |} tsvatem of Balleosd is oo pleted into 0 |4-..||| . . “-I .[iu:ll
developed and it will take 1ts place smony the thriviog cities of our lapd, W hsve '..‘I e
Ciregan, and & great desl of wealth s here aleesdy ALl Lhat In now neoded is for peopl .‘“I“ S
of the great ludueementa soon 1o be thrown at the feot of every el PRI I possons | 1 sutage
Fhe plessure-speker or the lnvalid ean od no better plaee 1o whille saway the smm 4 ..I-\hh..“ -t -
AWny Can be fouud Hot spriogs and Lakes revicllug in medical virtnes sod earstlv 1 i W ;I,',I,',.:,,;”“:.,:

springs,” Kheumatism and such oomplelnts disappenring ss tf By the hs

il ol moxoe niagiolan ot st
4 ! plscatorinl

Art will gud the besunifal sparkling waters of Catberine orovk allse with oYt alin st Tt t

vdge of the mouotaius lnrger giome may e found, whils out ju the valley alo 1l Uirni e i ”,h FON - [:" the

EWAN B0d dacks 0 sbubdeic i The the grado Beid praieie o Ketns wre guite pley | : I|;\ 1 lu I'_""Hf'[ I-;"e-.-:

mdvantages for plegsure aud busloves, we Latuk people ook lug tor w home can fad e Jolae .|,--- . iutarnl

Lettor than the beantdtal eley of Union Piiyiug ali | WLl
e the e telked of Hant Kallrosd isan assared faet property Is beginnine ol aiit ’ w oy

the present tme oty lots sud Blooks ey by bhad #t Vory ressousblie ruies i v JEMHE (R W

THE UNION REAL ESTA TE ASSOCATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling pronerty to a better
They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms,

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

This asso-
advantage
locks, : te.,to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association,

: WILSON

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired.

& HACKETLTT,

UNION, ORIEGON,
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