UNION COUNTY, ORKGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

— A N D

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys are of an avernge elevation of about 2,000 feet above sen level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and vontinually covered with gnow, which furnishes a water supply for
numerons streams the year round.

THE CLIMATE

Is dry and healthful, there being a suflicient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the goil and mature
crops.  Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remains longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperature for the winter months s about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigned

The winter geason usua ly beginsabout the first of December and lasts till the middle of February
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 1st to July Ist, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as to assure the
farmer an abundant yield.

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is usualy dry and adapted to the successful gathering of crops. Generaily
enough rain falls in the auturmn months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal climate than Union County,
as the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove,

The various contagions prevalent i1 wauny localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usunlly very mild in their attacks wlien they do appear. There Las only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since its settloment, and chifls anJ }nwr are totally unknown. Wae have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lay waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the life ont of humanity. Nor do we have the fogy and dawp atmosphere which ig found West
of the Cascade Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,600 Acrea of Surveved Land in the County ; the rest is unsurveved, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits, The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Oreck, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
soll in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegetubles and Fruits, such as Apples, Plumns, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow to pertection, _

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats has been raised to
the acre. The Mountains are covered with a Flne Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Npruce, etc. The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tamrac, but this class of timber is nsed chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is amply sufficient to supply the surrounding country for ages.

ie mineral resources «f the County are only partialy developed, but sufficient pmagum-ting and
mining has been done to prove that grest ledges ur‘om interline the mountain sides, which, when
puflicient eapital is employed in their development, will be & great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed movount of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on.

NTOCIK RAISING.

The assesnment roll of the county tor the year 1888, nhows that there were 21,740 head of horses,
28,123 Head of Cattle, 55,508 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in » great Stock Ralsing Region. Thousands ef head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thereof a neat profit on sheir investiment,

In fact, the stock business has bean and still is the moat paying of un{ in the counlrr and it
bids fair 1o continue to be such for mauy years so come. The bunch grass growing upon the hills and
mountaing is very nutritious, stock fattesing in a very short time, ready for market. Usually stock has
to be fed har for from one to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well. Ihe elimate is such that ste k raised is of & hardy and healthful charac-
ter, giving to work horses & strong constitution and powerful muscle.

The milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy tleeces, The
dalrying business in the last few yvars has developed into a large and rmlﬂlahle one, the country being
specially adapted to the business by reassn of the wilk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex-
cellont range, the large quantit of' bhay and g ain raised per acre, the healthfulness of aunimals, the
large water supply and the quick market of Butter and Chesse. The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
rl|:id|y taking the place of tl]n cotimon breed of satile, and dairymen are giving conslderable attention
to the bwreedic g of thelr cows.

It in said more profit can be realized per yoar from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
United Sivies, one instance balng given of a single cow for one year, ylelding a net peofit to the owner
of 176 besides the culfl

Tw renmeries are in operatien at the Cove, in this county, whith make 126,00 pounds of cheese,
wortl 14 censs per pound, and 75,040 pounds butser, worth 23 cents per pound,

Thix year & creamery is in operatien at La Grande, with what surcess remains to be seen, although
no donbr ean be enteriained but that it will prove %0 ba a protitable concern,

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cernucopia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia District is
in the E stern portion of the County, and embraces a section about ten miles ~quare, within which there
are phout 800 qusriz locations, The formation ls granite and slate; 1 he Ir.rh,;u-u running in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direetion, The first loeatiens were made hers in 1884 The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold prmiumlllllin?. Some of the lodes are free milling, but they generally contmim bhase
metal nn in consequence will have to be treated in reducsion works, Assays have been made of ore from
the diferent groups, showing an averago yield of from 825 to 1 0 per ton, When the proper metheds
are emiployel to work these ledges to the best advansage, Cornucopia will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the Weat.” =

The Or gon Gold Mining Company, of Loulaville, Ky , is the only company represented in the dis-
telet, 1t has opened up soveral of (s ledges, which were obtained at from 10,000 Lo 40,000 each,

The Rod Jacket, bolonging ty this company, inn well defined ledge, averaging abiout four feet in
thickness and when struck on the lowest tunnel, was feund to be u maxs of the golden metal. This
company hns a 40-Stamp Ml raoning night and day upon the ore taken from this ledge. Seven thou-
umr'lllw hundred pounds of sulphurets were secured the first mounth of this spring's operations, besides
fmmense quantities of free gold canght upon the ama'gam pans,

This company’'s expenses in buildings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
#3000 U, They bave the Whitman, which has & shaft sunk over 1,500 feot and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No, 2, which s developed sufficiently Lo Indicate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore, The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is highly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicia a second Leadville of Cornucopia, Many other ledges of the camp with 10 feet or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmn'e, Emplre and l.hu'h-{e. all situated on the Simmons Meuntain and ald to be the bent
group of mines in the camp, »1so the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chrl to, situated on the rame
mountaln and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up northeast of Cornucopia, shows sonie of the richest ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Simmons group. The Union, Campanion, Last Chan e, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Hed Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Ceoss, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufficiently developed to show them to be ledges and contain paying
ore lu great quantitles. The Cornucopin or Pine Creek district Is a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lncks capital to prove its wonderful richness. It is destined to be one of the richest
camps in existonce,

The Sanger mines are opsrated by a San Francisco Company, which be its cperations two vears
ago, buying the ledges for $47,000 and now cleaning up on an average of §70,000 per month, These
milnes are on the road between Union and Corsucepia, about 3 ) miles east of Union, having a tri-weekl
mail from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in direet communication with Union, their trad.
Ing point.

he Sparta mines are about eight milex southeast of Sanger and bave been worked for the past
twenty years, still vielding large returns. ‘I'he Sparta mines are muntmﬂurr‘ but quite a number of
ledgen have lately been found which, as far as developea, indicate g paying ore. A mill Is being
b iﬂ‘heu and good returns are expected from its work,

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.
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THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better

AGRICUILTURAIT., INTIERIENSITS,

_Now toreturn to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of 1'nion County, is the Famous Grande Honde, whose beauty Is tecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meuntains upon whith seems 1o rest the blue veult above. Wherever the eye
gazes It cannot help being enchanted by our beantiful scenery. This valley embraces #0,000 acres of
as ﬂ'no Agricaltural Land as can b found on the Pacifie Const,

T'he Grande Ronde River enters its houndary on the West and flows Eaceterly through the center
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and out at i ¥ Northern limits; 30x25 miles ix its length and bredth
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affording abundance of water the « enson round.

The woil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there being a'out three
Tow’nnh]:m of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain,

T'he yield of Whear, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to 80 bus hiels per acre of Wheat 4 to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from £ to 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season. '

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS,

The produring and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
year. Hesides the production of grain and hay for export, a» immense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and smaile fruits, al-o garen vegetables are raised in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections. Butter and Cheese is alko one of our staple products. Stock
raining is engagea in largely and profitably; as fine stoek may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animuls for breeding pur-
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock. The lands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places can te bought at from 815 to 830 per acre, wh ch is comparatively cheap. Many large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality can be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several good farms.

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber laud has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

~ The O. R. & N. R. R. entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the yalicy on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union, Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railroad facilities,

Puget Sound, W. T,, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or.. and the eities of the
Sornd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be raid with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity in ¢ffered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
seeker or capilalints than in Grande Ronde Valley and its vicinity, The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of uearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few. It wiil sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmiog and dairying ! usiness.
offering in this line advantages not to be found but in very few places, The raising of thorough bred
stock in a rrnﬂtnhle business and there is hardly an inaividual here solely in that business at present.

T'o visit Grande Ronde Valley aud see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here. In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard te
clun_a.te, 80il and everything that goes 1o constitnte a grod country,

I'he Grande Ronde Valley has several considerable towns und villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest. Summerville in the northern
5!1“ of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the

alley,

UNION,

The County Seat of Uniou County, Is situsted (o the ssuthern portion of the Fertile Grande Ronde Valley, aud has
the best Natural Location for a Uity of auy town fu Kastern Oregon.  Situsted, just al thoe base of rolling hills o baoth
sides of Catharine Creek, s besutiful, sparkling stremm, whose waters are pure s« uature syver distilled and beld
suspended in her mountaln reservoie, furnishiog immense waterpower St waiting to be tilzed by the hand of
man for wll kinds of manufacturing industeies, o fact the water power is amply sufficient to muke Unfon the Lowel]
of Uregon (f the attention of her enterprising cltisens were turned in that direction, which will be the case W hen new
blood and Eastern capitalists come I, This I8 one of the best places lu oregon for the ereetion of matfactries

A woolen mill Is greatly nesded now, sod seme energetic capiialist who is engaged (s such business would find
here the chosen spot for such an enterprise, right in the heart of & great woolgrowing section of the tountry. No
high fru-.lghln fo pay. waler-power it sbundanees, and In fect everyithing that such & busioess wonld conseme (s pro-
dueed here In the valley

The present population of Unlen is abent 1,300, but when the 0. & W. 1. railroad reaches here she will dounle her
population fuslde of six months. Eager eyes are watehing to take advantage of the present low prices b property and
procure for themselves o bome where they may live in peace and plenty.  Water works cun be put (o at very Iil1‘ir ex-

pense by ranping apurt of Catherine creek into s Iarge reservolr on the bill baek of town, This will give wll the fxl]
we want—frim 160 feot np; no expense of keeplug & steam pump and the necessars repiirs.  This mountain stream
can b, mude to run ddrectly luto the reservolr and all the waste can be utiized i furiist e wiwer Tor mue b lnery
:\ll:lm; once wiler works are completed there will be no ueed for wells, springs, ete,, for no pures -ilrmkuu; Walér cutl be
o n
thur sehiool facilities are unsurpassed. We have in onr public school, o Hlgh Schiool Grade, The schiool Is supplied
With every possible convenlence. Everything is fwrnished sy our liberanl handed eltizens, who believe iy giving thelr
chilldren a fArstclass cducation and that Wiey can be edwoated o o better way thii by baving s No. 1 school gt home
I'he sehool at preseut (s divided Into feur compartments, ail thoroughly graded. students on completing the pn-j
seribed conrse of stady receive s oertifionte to that effect.  An addition 1 the privcsenit school bulldiog Is iy coutempla-
rnun\.lah-hw\ n-r?l huluzlln-dlululinrl worth ef wpartunents is soon to be wdded, :
Morally and soclally, Unilon is noezcelled and her bospitality s widely known throughor o T ing ve ¢
try _\\-- have fomre chuprches, wll lu & fonrisbing N-ln!lll.i.unII Ihere are six secret sor “_‘I:‘ !‘ all“ -IIT!‘IR "l:::lrl'-t?t:!;,:;k ;::.;i:
menity. We have a number of stares of different kinds, ull doing a profitable business, us they supply u great agricul-
taral district and the nmmerons mining camps 1 the tear vicinity,  We wre wlso supplled with sevirnl -...u-.-m bar-
Lershops, blacksmithahops, ete, une privcipsl hotel snd seversl restauraiits, so that the most fmstidions tustos of the
epienrinn can be fully saulsfied. We are wlso supplicd with two first-cluss Hvery and feed stables so that stralgers
vomiug to this town will have uo trouble in procaring s Gest-class tewm and iking wdreive ont [nt the « ahillorating
utmosphere sl feasting bin eyes npon the grandesr of our mountain sectery. aud bre mithiog I the Hfe-giv I-x l-nuur
that can be found newhere so pure us in Unjon County.  Tothe Eastener, who s not used to monntaln seenery, wi -:I
first beholdiug our beautifal loation, his first and involuoiury exelamation I, “Farsdise Found st Last Rk
Lar conuty Court House Is well flnlshied 1o every particular, huving & large and oommodious ball, am oly suMelent
to accommodate any and all andlonees. 1t also has o conneetion s jall butlt by the Paniey Krow, with al] their latest
tmproveed colls, thus making things scenre sguinst the cxsoupe of sy prisouers that ey e 1---ini||m| therein, Gur
Opera Honse is one of the largest this side of Portlaud, with bhandsomely decorsted ourtains anil fiuished o superd
u)'l.--.l ‘lmv luruvlaud commodious Flonrtng MU fall roller process, with all modern improvements, {s situsted adioin
::::vtl’l'n ::tll‘: Illa':-h‘:n'::.:_unl saw imills in the uear vielnity, be lumbering interest is bound to become quite w fea
Tuken all lu all, Union is oue of the best towns (n Eastern Oregon.  Herotofore she has bee vpt b "
of poor rallroad fucllities, but when the Hunt System of Ratlroad is completed into l'mmf_ Il.\"l’lll':;lll ‘nfnlul-‘uknf:-l.: .\'a!i;i"l[:
developed and 1t will 1ake {ts place among the thriving cities of our land. We have oue of the lovellest towns in
Uregon, und a frvul deal of wealth I8 here already.  All that is now needed s for peopls 1o come and take advant
of Lk ¢ zreal lnducements soon to be thrown at the feet ol every eliergetic mau posseasing either bralus or muscle i
I'he pleasure-secker or the invalld can fdnd uo better place to while away the sammer months, Only three miles
Away can be found Hot Springs snd Lakes reveling in medical virues and curative powers the famous “Kansas Hot
springs.”” Rheumatism aud such complaints dissppeariug as f by the hand of some magician, Lovers of the piscatorianl
art will find the bemuaifnl sparkling waters of Catherine creek alive with the gamy monutaio and brook tront. Io the
edge of the mountains larger game may be fomud, while ont in the valley slong the Grande Konde river are Keese
:T\.n"u:;:!e:ir.:.lm [ Illl.lll';‘l In the Hll‘lll‘llll field prairie chickens are quite plentiful, Taking all these nstural
A UE pleasare and basiiess, w 1 5 o »
B ey o S ln-aulllll NS . l'ulnﬁ, ¢ think people looking for & bome can fiud no place supplyivg all their wants
sinee the mueh talked of Hunt Kallroad Isan assnred fact, property I8 be f - .
the present time city lots aud blocks may be had at very rumuzblfl rates Sikning fo advance In’ prioes. though at

This asso-
advantage

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, blocks, lots, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

WILSON & HACKETT,

a ssociation,

Who will cheerfully furaish them with all the information desired,

UNION, OREGON,
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