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UNION COUNTY, OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE

A N D

STATE

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys are of an avernge clevation of about 2,000 feet nhove gea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continnally covered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numerona streams the year ronnd, -

THE CLIMATE

.
Is dry and healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall o preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops.  Snow seldom fulls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperatare for the winter wonths is about 20 degrees nbove freezing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nighits that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter geason usualy begins about the first of December and lasts till the middle of Febrnary
or first of March, when the hosbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 18t to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as to assure the
furmer an abnndant vield,

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months im this
county, the weather is usaaly dry and mluplm& to the snccesstul gathering of cropg.  Generally
enough rain falls in the antuon months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his full grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthful climate than Union County,
a8 the vigor and enterprise of s citizens will prove,

The various contagions prevalen' in wany localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks w ben they do appear,  There has only heen one cage of Smallpox in
Union County since its settleent, and chifls umlI fever are totally unknown,  We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lay waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the life out of humanity, Nor do we have the fogy und damp atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountains,

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,500 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsur-
veved portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits. The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creck, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
8oil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfulfa, Vegotables and Fruits, such as Apples, lums, Vears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fuet all of the smaller varieties grow to perlection,

The yield of Wheat is from 25 o 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in some localitivs, when as bigh as 100 bushels of oats has been raised to
the aere.  The Mountains are covered with o Fine Growth of Timber, congisting of Pine, Tamrack,
sprace, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is nsed in the lumbering industry, o some of
the larger species of Tumrae, but this class of tisnber is nsed chiefly to furnish wood ties, e, which
ig wmply sutlicient to supply the gurrounding country for uges.

The mineral resources of the County are only purtinly developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining hias been done to prove that great ledges of ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
suthicient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the generul summary of
the wealth of the Connty. A mere detailed necount of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the

County will be found further on,

=STOCIs IRAISINGS.

The assessment roll of the eonunty 1or the vesr 1888, shows that there were 21.740 head of horses,
28123 Hend of Cattle, 56505 Head of Sheep anid 557 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in o reat Stock Ralsing Region,  Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thercol a neat profit on shelr iInvestment,

In fact, the stock business has been and still is the wost paying of any in the country uand it
bids fair to continue ty be such for many years to come  The bunch grass growing upon the hills and
monntalns is very nuiritious, steck fattening in a very short time, rewdy for market, Usnally stock hes
to be fed har for from one to two months during the winter, but in miany places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well,  Fhe elimate i such that sto K raiped is of 8 hardy and healthful charac-
ter, wiving to work horses a strong constiintion and powerful musele,

The milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very heaithy and produce heavy tleeces. The
dalrying business in the last few Etﬂlrﬂ has developed into & large and profitable one, the country heing
specially adapted to the business by reaseu of the wilk producing gqualities of the grasses and the ex
cellent range, the large quantity of hay and goain raired per nere, the healthfulness of animals, the
large water supply and the quick market of Hutter and Chesse.  The Jersey, Holstine snd Durham are
rapidly wking l'lm nee of the common hreed of cattle, and dairymen wre giving considerable attention
to the breedi g of their cows,

It 18 sai ] more profit can ba realized por yaar from a milk cow in this rountry than any other in the
United St =, one ingtance being given of a siogle caow for one year, y lelding a net profit to the owner
Of $175 besioes the culf . )

Twe « 1 ameries sre in sporation at the Cove, in this county, which make 120,00 pounds of cheese,
worth 14 cents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents pur pound.

Thix year a crenmery s in operation at La Gresnde, with what suecess cemains Lo be seen, although
no doubt can be entertained but that it will prove to be o profitable conecern,

ITS MININCG RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornncopia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopian District is
in the E stern portion of the Connty, and embraces a xection about ten miles square, within which there
are about 800 quertz loeations,  The formation is granite and slate; the |l'd[{t‘h running in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direetion. The first locatiens were made here in 1884, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold |.|-|-.[m||i||n|m . Some of the lndes are free milling, but they genernlly contain base
metal an in consequence wi'l have to be treated in reducsion works.  Awrays have been made of ore from
the different grouns, showing an average yield of from #3256 to §1 0 per ton, When the proper methods
are employed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopla will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West," _ ‘

The Or gon Gold Mining (‘umpnur. of Loulsville, Ky , isthe only company represcnted in the dis.

tifet. It has opened up =everal of its ledges, which were oblained at from $10,i00 1o §20,000 each,
The Red Jacket, belonging to 1his company, isa woll defiued ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and when strick on the lowest tunnel, was found to be a mass of the golden metal. This
company has a 40-5tamp Mill running night and day upon the ore taken from this ledge. Seven thou-
muu, five hundrad pounds of sulphiurets were secured the fiest month of this wpring’s operatiens, bevides
tmmense quantities of free gold ('m11hl upon the ama'gam pans,

This company’s expenses (i buildings, machinery, roads, developments, ete,, has amounted to over
300 00, They have Ilm Whitman, which has a shaft sunk over 1,500 foerl and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No. ¥, which is developed sufMiciently o indicate o well detined ledge of high grade
ore.  The present superintendent, Professor Swmith, is hiehly pleased wath the prospect for his company
and predicis n second Leadville of Cornneopla, Many other ledges of the camp with 10 feet or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Burkeye, nll situnted on lh-- Shmmons Muu‘mgm and «ald to bo the best
group of mines in the camp, »lso the Blue Bell, Little Casioe and Monte Chri to, situated on the rame
mountain and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and charaeter of ore. The Way
Up northeast of Cornucopia, shows some of llw. richest ore of any in camp and s no 1Inuln‘l AN extension
of the Blue Bell and Simmons group.  The Union, Companion, Last Uhan ¢, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Red Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufficlently developed to show them to be good lodges and contain paying
ore in great quantities, The Cornucopin or Pine Creek district i< a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and (‘lll‘j‘ lacks capiial to prove i1s wonderful richness, It is destined 1o be one of the richest
CAmpS 1N existence, :

The Sanger mines are oparated by a San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two years
ago, buylng the ledges for 17,000 and now cleaning up on sy Average of 870,000 per month, These
mines are on the road between Union and Corsucopia, about 4) miles east of Union, having a tri-weekly
madl from Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in dircet communication with Union, their trad.
in int,

2 h::ﬁputa mines are about eight miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twenty years, still ylelding large returns.  The Sparta mines are montly placer, but quite a number of
ledges have lately been found which, as far as developea, Indicate good paying ore. A miil is being

built hore and good returus are expected from its work,
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AGRICUILTUIRAT., INTIIRENIS,

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of Unlon County, is the Famous Grande Ronde, whose beauty is Vecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meuntains upon which seems 1o rest the blue venlt above. Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beantiful scenery. This valley embraces SO0 acres of
as fine Agricuitural Land as can b+ found on the Pacitle Const.”

The Grande Ronde Hiver enters its boundary on the West and tflows Easterly through the center
of the va'loy and thence Northerly and out at i s Northern limits: #x25 miles is its length and bredth
nnd with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Honde entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerons other small
tributasies, make the Grande Ronde Val'es one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of Lhe shove
named s treams nffording abundance of water the » eason round.

The soil of thix valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there lLeing a‘out three
Townships of land having a sandy =oil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces exeelient zrain.

The vield of Wheat, Uats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals vielding
from 25 to 70 bus hels per acre of Whent 48 to 100 for Oats and Harley, and Hay from 2 to ¥ tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalla being cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The producing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in guantity each
year. Besides the produaction of grain and hay for export, o immense quantity of fruits, includiog Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Fears and sialle feuits, al<o garten vegetables are ralsed in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese in also one of our staple products,  Stock
raising i engaged in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen npon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers alwars securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock.,  The lands of this valley have all been raken, bhat
choice places can  te honght at from #15 1o 850 per scre, wh ch is comparatively cheap, Many large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best guality can e had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several vood farms., .

TIMOER.

I

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the bhest guality for lnmbering purposes and

easily reached, But lttle of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R. & N. R. R. entering  the vallev at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southiwest, Passes onut of the \u|lt:)' on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of the \ulle)‘
for n distance of 14 miles, ’

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the pext sour from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union,  Upon the butlding of this road the valley will
have the best railrosd fueilities, :

Puget Sound, W, T, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the eities of the
Sornd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the lnpe rtanice of which is evicenced by the buailding
of this second line of read,  In concluding this deseription of Grande Ronde Vslley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradietion, that no better opportunity is cfered anywrere inthe Northwest for the home
ﬂ@_l'kl‘l’ . l'll]li.fl‘lllr-ih than in Grande londe \'51”0'_\ and s vi I'nll\.. The resources of the vallev and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing indust ies of nearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few, It will sustain ten times the population it now las in the farmiog and dairy ing | usiness,
offering in this line advantages not to he founa buat in very few places, The raising of thorough hred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an fuaividual here solely in that busipess at present.

) To visit Grande Ronde Valley »ud see it and o investigate its ad vantages, is to locate here. In no
irstance have people, who have visijed this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard te
climate, soil and evervthing that goes 10 constitnte a grod country,

he Girsnde Ronde Valley has several consideralile towns and villages: 1 nion in the southern end
of the valley, La Graude at the base of the mouutains on the northwest. Summerville in the nerthern
a.anii of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley.

I NIO N,

The Connty Sewt of Union County, is situsted [ the southern portion of the Fertile Grande Ronde Valley, and Lins
the best Natural Locstion for s City of any town in Eustern Oregon v base of rolling) '..Z- on both
sldes of Catherine Creek, s beautifal, sparkling stream, whose waters are pure us nainee ever distilled and held

Situated, just ar t

suspended ln hor monntain reservoirs, furnishiog immense watorpower just waiting 1o b utlllzed by the bhand of
mun for all Kinds of meuulsotoring industeies, Tu fact the water power [ ampls sufficlent 0 ke Unlou the Lowell
el OUregon If the attention of her enterprising citizens were turned in that direction, which will be the cuse when n W
blood and KEastern capitalists come in.  This |= one of the best piaces in oregon for the seection of manufucotaries
A woolen mill is greatly necded now, and seme energetie capltulist who is epy

s dwsuch busipess wouid find
here the chosen spot for snch wn enterpeise, ight In the hewrt of & great wool-growing section of the conutry, No
high frelghts to pay, water- power fo sbundance, and fo fuct everything thut such s business would consume ;-.. i‘.'"'
duced here in the valley, ’
I'hie present populstion of Unlon is abont 1200, but when the O, & W. 'T. rallroud reaches bhere she will dounle her
population fuside of six months, Eager eyes are watchiog 1o take advantage of the present low prices In property and
procure for themselves a home where they may Live in pesce snd plenty., Water works cuan b put st very ||r.|-1v eX-

pense by running a purt of Catherine creck futo o large reservoir on the bl back of town.  This w il givenll the f
we want—from 150 fest up; no expense of keeping a stesn pump aud the necessary repales, 11 lnu'u;T 'n : “.--u”
1;“? by, mnile 17“ v directly Inh: the reservolr aid all the waste can be utilized 10 furnishiiog power I'..; ::ml.-|:1‘;|l.;l;\l-‘
fllllll.llli once witer works are completed there will be no need for wells, springs, ete., for uo purer r’rlnk:t:.: wilter can be
Our schiool facilities are unsurpassed.  We have In onr publie school, u High school Grade, The sehino] Is s 1
with every possible conveudence,  Eversthing is fuenished by our Uberal banided citizens, who be feve ln ki i II-"‘ -
chililren s Arst cluss cvdneation and that shey can be pdueated (o oo better way thnn by Lias fug uk\.-‘- 1= -Irl Ay s
Uhe sebool at present is divided 1ot four compartiments, all thoronghly seadesd -".=|.-|.‘:-|.: '-u- o - .‘-I-w‘ M}h”"“:'
ul'ribw! course of stady recelve a cortifioate to that efftect. An addition o the prescut school building :‘T"I--”In‘ . .“. l"u.' ¢
1:.;;1\,[..-.-”«.4-»'-:;! lml':ilrv-li_-l.-l!ur- wurth of spartments is soon 1o be added, : . B SONELILIN
Alorally nnd socindly, Union s unexoelled pud her hospitality fs widely ki ¢ ' .
try. We hwve four charches, all in & fourishing ---:|<:|||un[ There wre siy f ro"‘?“-.t]-:-rli'.l.|‘--i:lI‘-‘;-!I'il‘:' ‘“".It““'h““ g
mmnity We hiave s number of stores of difMerent kinds, all dofuse proftable Dustiicss, ws they -’“& P i.mmd v h
1ral -im:rr:t and the ummerons miniog camps lu the vesr vicloity, We are also supplied witl H”‘. g b
bershops. bhincksmithshops, oo, one priveipal hotel and several restauraits, so that the niost 1'.: ;,I oA aiocus, bas
eplenring cun be fully subisticd., We are alwo sappiiod with two Hestolass |[very |l|lul fewd -mu-T.-\ I..“m| Sajes. oF up
coming to this town will have no trouble in procurig s Grst-olass tenm aud taking s drive ont nto 1 LA1AL Atrangers
atmosphere gid fodsting bhis eves upon the gesndour of osr monntaln seooer .,'..'.‘1 f—: i IU & 'l e Sxaiioramig
thut can be found nowhere so pure as in Unloo Cotnty Tothe Enstener, who |-..-|...r 1 :-I.I t I.h r o ..If‘. EiVing exypen
first belokding onr beantifal location, hils st and (nvoluntary axclamstion i --}‘m;;ulll-- F I-Immm"”' g U
tur county Court Honge ds well findslicd bn evors particmlir, haviug a IR wud o rn|....'.':|i:.‘:l.“|' ["“.'\ 1
LR TH .||n:u---1fl- any anid all sudiences. It also bas ln conpeetion & Judibuihe by the Panley ‘Hr.ll : :ul:i i ‘}P.”-Ll o
::np.-rn!m: velin, thus making things secure neslinst the carmpe of wuy prisoners that may e o i.:iII .11 T.} P st
pors Honse I8 one of the langest this side of Portland, with baadsomely decorsted  curtalns ‘I.I '1” } "';N']“ UE
style.  One lwrge and commodions Flouring ML full roller process. w Ieh all mioederms llnlm-'n-'r ““iu I ulnls n-.‘ in superb
ing the town,  Also seversl saw mills in the near vieinlty, The lumbering Hiterest is b it 8 witusted Adioin
ture 10 our industries, ’ ‘% bound 10 become quite u feu
Tuken all in all, Union is one of the best towns In Eastern Oreen : y v h ]
ol rsiar ritiroad faciliti ®, but when the Hunt myslem ..?r‘,]“'.‘.'g'_r::.n-lr|fl-u-r-lln i.frfr.l‘;‘f;::., r']f:|.r.1?.|ll:-.|-n[‘,v M Em.k ‘-I“ ROSOHYL
;I’\:I..-I.np.--t wnd It will take (s plaee among the thriving olties of our and, We Im‘\l- one |-1“r!h‘|l<l {::”_ln":rh Wil bo
ll!“:.l'll"l'lr:!“;ll' l:lf"_ﬂ.l 'l:" of weaith is hoere already Lhat is now needod ix for people 1o eome nh-‘l' !ln‘::-“ ;”““- &
i " i.- e Ilt( ments soon b thrown st the oot of every gonvrgetic man POSSEANIDE vither Brails oF advaniuage
10 plessnresecker or the invalld cnn dud no better place to while sway the summer months.  Onle to, le.
AWaY '.." I:f’ found Hot springs and Lakes reveliog in medieal virtues aud o urstive power III'}:III! .ro |Irll_t' tllu'm- miles
;1'-; i\r:‘iTHl::lhi-l":nl‘-la::m:;ml.l LU nII.HPIhiiIl" disappearing as if by the hwnd of some mm:l-'m’u. i;“-:.l;?‘”,'f';h ‘h“mf“: tot
e oFILS be .'l woatialfl sparkling waters of Catherine creck wllve with the gamy motnutsin atid hrook o
ountalus langor game may I fonnd, while out (o the valley along the Greande i I-'“ Jrout.  in the
are and business, we think people looking tor & home osn find t el IK il these natoral
better lhut‘ll(hr mlnu:ml ety of U'nfon. - Hpiate auppiying all thelr wants
sined the much talked of Hoot Kailroad (s an assoare ‘ sronerty | : - '
the present tme city Jots and blocks muy be had _': ‘*?"Y.‘:::"Ei;md.‘- 4“r‘l'?‘.\ beginnimg to advanee in prices, thongh at

"

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOC ATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms,

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, blocks, |
’ y

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

or they could be iaid off into blocks.

means of handling proverty to a better ihis asso-

advantage
ots, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of thi
s

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired,

WILSON & HACKETT,

UNION, ORING ON,
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