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UNI

ON COUNTY. ORKGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

- A ND

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys are of an nverage elevation of nbont 2,000 feet above sea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numerons streams the year round,

THE CLIMATE

Ia dry and healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops, Bnow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remuing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fntigued

The winter geason nsua ' ly begingsabout the first of December and lasts till the middle of February
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seading.

From March 18t to July 1et, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere so a8 to assure the
farmer an abundant yield,

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is usaaly dry and u-laplm‘ to the successinl gathering of crops. Generaily
enongh rain falls in the auturon months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permjit the farmeg to
prepare the same for his fall grain. _

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthful climate than Union County,
as the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove,

The varions contagions prevalent in sany localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks w Len they do appear.  There has only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since its settleincut, and chills rln-‘ }m'vr are totally unknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lay waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzards to
freezo the life ont of humanity. Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which ir found West
of the Cascade Mountains,

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,500 Acres of Surveyved Land in the County; the rest is unsurveved, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pastore and abounding in Minetal Deposits. The vallevs
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
soil in these valleya is well udapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfn, Vegetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peachies, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact nll of the smaller varioties grow to perlection.

The vield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 busghels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Outs about lhfl' RINR
ar Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oate has been raised to
the aere.  The Mountaing are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Rpruce, ete,  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some o
the lurger species of Tamrac, but this class of timber is nsed chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is muiply suflicient to supply the surrounding country for agos. _ _

The mineral resources of the County are only partinly developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges rJII ore interline the mountiin sides, which, when
suflicient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general snmmary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed gocount of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on,

SNSTOCIK RAISNSING.

The assesamient roll of the county for the vear 1888 shows that there were 21,790 head of horses,
28,124 Head of Catile, 56,65 Head of Sheep and 5,579 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in o great Stock Ralslog Region. Thousanda of head of stock are yearly shipped. bringing to the owners
thervof n neat profit on sheir investment,

In fact., the stock business nes been and still is the most paying of any in the country and it
bids falr to continue to be such for any years to come The bunch gress growing upon the hills and
mouniaing is very nutritious, stock favtening in a vary short tirue, ready for market. Usnally stock has
to be fed hav for from one to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bhunch grass and do well. The elimate i1 such that sio k raised is of w hardy and healthful eharac:
ter, wiving to work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle.

The milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy Hoaces. The
dalrying business in the last few years has developed into a large and rmllmhle one, the country being
specially adapted to the business by reason of the milk producing qualities of the prasses and the ex-
cellent innge, the large quantity of hay and gain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
large water supply and the guick market of Buiter and Chease. The Jersey, Holatine and Durham are
rapidly tuking t{'w lnee of the cemmon breed of catile, and dairymen are giving considerable attention
to the breedic i of thelr cowns, . )

It is =ait more profiv can by realized por year from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
United States, one instance being given of a single cow for one year, yielding a nct profit to the owner
of 175 bewi ox the calf :

Two + mineries are in aperatien at the Cove, in this connty, which make 126,100 pounds of cheese,
worth 14 ¢ents per pound, and 75,00 pounds buser, worth 25 cents per p und,

Thisx yenr a crenmery ix in operation at La Grande, with what surcess remains to be seen, although
no doubt can be enteriaioed but that it will prove t) be a profitable coneern,

ITS MINING REBOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un"on County are Cernuneopin, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopin District is
in the B stern portion of the County, and embraces a section about ten miles square, within whieh there
are shout 800 qusrtz locations.  The formation is granite and slute; the ledges ronning in s Seovthearterly
and Northwesterly direction. The fiest locatiens were made here in 1854, The quart contains Gold and
Sllver, the gold predominsting, Some of the lodes are fres milling, but they generally contsiu base
wetnl an in consequence wi'l inve to be teeated in reducton works,  Avsays have been made of ore from
the different grouos, showing an average vield of from 225 to §1 0 per ton.  When the proper meth: dn
nre employed to work theso ledges to the best advautage, Cornucopian will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West,” - )

The Or gon Gold Minivg Company, of Louisville, Ky , is the ouly company represented in the dis
trict. It has opened up seversl of i1a ledges, which were obtuined at from $10,000 to §20,000 each.

The Red Jackes, bolonging to this company, s a well deflned ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and when struck on the lowest tunnel, was found te be a mass of tne golden metal, This
cotpiny has o 40-5tamp Mill runoing night and day upon the ere taken from this ledge. Seven thou-
unu.ﬁl[\-u hundred pounds of sulphurets were secured the first month of this spring’s operatieus, besides
immense quantities of free gold wmliht upon the Ama’ gam pans,

This company s expenses in buildings, machinery, roads, developments, ote., has amounted to over
2500 000, They have the Whitiman, which has & shaft sunk over 1,600 feet and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No. ¥, which is developed sufficlent!y Lo indicate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore, The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is highly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornucopin. Many other ledges of the camp with 11X feet or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons greup, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Buckeye, all situated on the Simmons Meuntain and +aid to he the best
group of mines in theseamp, »150 the Blue Bell, Little Casioe aud Monte Chri to, situated on .llu- rame
mountaln and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up northeast of Cornucopis, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no dnul:t nn extonsion
of the Bine Hell and Simmons group. The Union, Compavion, Last Chan e, Robert Ewmmel, Forest
Queen, Red Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Hed Ceoss, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufficiently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore in great quantities, The Cornucopla or Pine Creek district is a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lacks capital to prove its wonderful richness, It is destined to be one of the richest
camps i existence, ;

The Sanger mines are operated by a San Franciseo Company, which began itk cperations LWo vears
ago, buying the ledges for 847,000 and now cleaning up on an aversge of $70,000 per month, These
mines are on the road between Union and Cormucepia, about 31 miles east of Union, having a tri-weekly
mail from Unfon on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in dircet communication with Union, their trad.
ing point.

" he Sparta mines are about eight miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twenty years, still yielding lnrge returns,  The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite a number of
ledges have lately heen found which, as far an developea  indicate good payiog ore, A mill Is being
bullt here and good returns are expected from its work.
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AGRICUILTURAT., INTIHRIENIS,

Now toreturn to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of l'nion County, is the Famous Giande Ronde, whose beauty is tecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty mountains upon which seems to rest the blue vsult above. Wherever the eye
gazes it eannot help being enchanted by our heantiful seenery. This valley embraces SCOKD acres of
us fine Agricultural Land as can b found on the Pacifie Const,

The Grande Ronde Hiver enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly throngh the cenler
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and out at i ¥ Northern limits; 30x25 miles is itsa length and hredth
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at 1he south,
Mill Creek entering at the East and Willow Ureek entering at the North, with numerons other small
tributa:fes. make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affoding abundance of water the < eason round,

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there being a*ont three
Townships of land having & sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain,

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Burley. Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to £0 b hel« per acre of Wheat 4C wo 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from ¥ 1o 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produring and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in gnantity each
year. Besides the production of grain snd hay for export, a1 immense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Fears and sialle froits, al-o garien vegetables are raised in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections, Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple products. Stock
raining is engsgea in largely nnd profitalily; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Honde
Valley ns anywhere, stockmen aud farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses, Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock, The lunds of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places can be bought at from 15 1o 30 per acre, wheh is comparstively cheap, Many large
hodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality can be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several cood farms,

TIMEER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best guality for lumlering purposes and
easily reached, But little of the tiviber laud has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R, & N. R, B2, enteritig the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, pivsmes out of the \tl.lll'.\r‘ o the West, traversiug the Soulhwestern |n-l||nh|s'_\ ol he \u“v)'
for a distapes of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next sear from Wal'a Walla, W. T, through
the Blue Mouutans 1o Suninerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the eun-
tire lengeth of the valley through its center to Unlon, Upon the butlding of this road the valley will
have the best railrosd facilities,

"aget Sound, W, T, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or.. and the cities of the
So' nd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the inportance of which is evicenced by the bilding
of this second line of road.  Tn concluding this desc ription of Granade Ronde Veller, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is cflered anywrere inthe Northwest for the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and s vicinity,  The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing indust ies of nearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few, v wiil ststain ten times the population it now has in the farmio g and dairy ing | usiness,
offering in this hne adventages not to be founn bat in very few places, The raising of thorough bred
stock is & profitable business and there is hardly an inaividual here solely in that business at present,

To visit Grande Ronde Valley sud see it and to investigate its advantages, is to loeate here, In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the bestof reputation in regard te
chimate, soil and evervthing that goes to constitnte a grod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Summerville in the northern
emli1 of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley,

UNION,

The County Seat of Uniou County, Is situated fo the seuthern portion of the Fertile Grupde Ronde Valley, and has
the beat Natural Location for a Clty of any town in Eastern Oregon,  Situsted, Just af the base of rollioe Wil
sldes of Catherine Creek, s beauriful, sparkling stream, whose Walers are pure as uml

is (R 1) I"'tll
e ever distilled and beld

suspended in her monntain reservoirs, furnishing lmmense waterpower Sust waltiog to be atllized by the band of
rean for all kinds of manufsctaring industries, In fact the water power Is amply sufficient to muke Union the Lowell
of Uregon |f the attentien of her enterprising citizens were turned fn that direction, whileh will Lo the cuse when uew
blood and Enstery eapitaliste come lu, This ix one of the best places Lo oregon for the ereetion of munafnctiaries

A woolen mill |s greatly needed now, and some cnergetio capltalist who 1s engaged (w such busiuess would fpd

here the ebosen spot for sach an enterprise, right In the beart of u Eredt wool-growing seotion of 1he LY No
high freighta 1o pay, water-power Lo sbandance, and ju fact everyihing that such a busioess would coussme is pro
duced here i the valley

I'be present population of Union is about 1,200, but when the O & W. T. railrond reaches liere she will dounle her
popuistion inslde of six months. Esger cyes are watchiog to take sdvantage of the prisensy low prices o property and
procure for themselves w home where they muy lve in peace and plenty.  Water works van be put in at very Hitle ex

penne by runoving a part of Catherine ereck into a Iarge reservoir on the hill back of town, This will give all the fall
we want—f{rom 150 feet up; no expeuse of keeplng o stesm pump aud the necessary repuirs,  This monntaly stream
oan be, made to ran directly into the reservoir and all the waste cau be utilized 1o furaishiog pawer for machinery.
1\\' lu'li once water works are completed there will be vo need lor wells, spriogs, ¢1e,, for uo purer deinkiog water can be
onm

Gur school facilities ure nnsurpassed, We have in onr pablic school, & High school Grade,  The school is supplied
with every possible convenlence. Everything is furnished by our Hbersl handed citizens, wno belleve (o giviug their
childron a Arat-claas education and that shey can be educated 10 no better way than by haviog s No. 1 school ki home,
I'be sehool at preseat is divided intw four compartments, all thoroughly eraded. Studenits on completing the pre
seribed course of atady receive w cortifieate 1o that eftecr, An addition to the present schoel butldiug is o contempla
tion, also severnl hundred dollues worth of apartments {s soon 1o e added,

Morally and sucially, Unlon Is pnexcellsd wnd her bospitalits (s widely known throughout the sarronpdiog comp-
try. We have four churches, all in » flowrishing condition, Thore are six seeret socletl s, doing muchk good to hua
wanity, We have a number of ateres of different kinds, all doing o profitablo busiuess, us tliey supply s gres! agrical
tural distriot and the nmmerous winlug camps fuothe vewr vicinity, We nre also supplied with several smloous, bar-
bersbops, blacksmithahops, ete,, one prineipal hotel sud several restancunts, so that the most (astidious tastes of the
cpionring can be fully satinfivd, We are also supplied with two test-cluss Hivery aud ford stubles so  that Rirangers
Corbug to this town will bave no trouble in procuring s Grst-class team and taking s drive out ipto the exhillerating
wtmosphere and feasting hin eyes npou the grandeur of onr Mmovutaln secery, and breathing o the life giviag exygen
that cun be fonnd dowhere su pure us in Unijon County Tothe Eastener, who I8 0ol used 1o mogutaits s euery, wlien
tirst beholilingonr beantifal locstion. his first sud involuntary axelamstion is, ' Paradise Found at Last

Our county Conrt House s well finlshed bu every particular, having & lurge and commod tons hall, winply sufficient
o secommodate any and all sudiences, 1t also has (o conpectiou a jall bullt by the Pauley Bros.. with sl thelr Iatest
tmproveed cells, thus makiug things secnre against the cecape of uny prisoners that ey be coufined thereln. Our
Opern House b one of the langest this stae of Portland, with haodsomely decorsted curtains and fnished iy superb
style.  One large and commodious Flouring Mill, full roller process, with all modern i provements, s situated adfoin
Ing the town,  Also several saw mills {n the near vieinity, lh-' lumberiug lnterest Is bound o beécome qulte a fes
ture ln onr industries,

Taken wll in sll, Unlon is one of the best townas in Bastern Oregon, Heretofore she hias been kept back on account

of poor rullroad facilities, but when the Hunt System of Ratlrowd is completed into Unlon, its Iatent resources will be
cloped and it will take its place among the thriving citles of our land, We have one of the loveliest towos in
#on, and & great desl of wealth is bere already. ALl that ix now ueeded is for people to come and take advantiage
of the groat Inducements soon to be thrown at thie feet of every eterdetlc man possessing oither brains or musele,
e pleasare-sevker or the invalid ean fond no better place to while awasy 15..- summer months, Ouly three miles
away can be found Hot Springs and Lakes reveling in medical virtwes sud curmtive powers the famous “Kunsas Hot
springs,” Rheumatism sod such compluiots disappearing as if by the hand of some magician. Lovers of the piscatorial
wrt will find the besuniful sparkiiog waters of t'nl(’n.:-rtm- creek alive with the gamy monutain aod brook trout. o the
edre of the monntains larger game may be found, while omt in the valley along the Gragde Rosde river are geese
swan and dueks n sbuwodance. In the the grain field prairie chickons wre qnite plentiful. Teking all these natnral
advantages for pleasnre and business, we think people looking for & home can find ne place supplying all thelr wants
better than the beautifal city of Union 4

binee the much talkod of Hunt Rallroad isan assnred fact, property s beginning to sdvance iu prices, thongh at
the prescnt thiae city lots sod blocks may be had at very reasonsble rates '

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advantage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, blocks, lots, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association ,

Who will cheerfully lurnish them with all the information desired.

WILSON & HACKETT,

UNION, ORIEGON,
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