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Life: What is It?
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To the reader of the
thoughts 1 will say
not  qgooted  (bot slightly) whaut
othors may have said, bat liwve given
my wwn thoaghts, however erade they
muay o ppear, bislievigg as 1 do that the
intellscinal advancomentin knowledge
FeOvives B Erealeg e, either
wriling or lecturing, by the offering of
onc'2 own thoughts and ideas, than hy
repeoiting o the workd that whicel s
beten  said My thoughts in
gsome respeels mey be crroneous, nev-
ortheiese o prove then gz, some
must necessarily el thoughts as
will outweich mineg i the balanee
philosophical truth,  MHere T will say
that | believe a person is more of a
bend factor to the human race who ut-
ters thonghts that are in part errone-
ons, rather than one who sends forth
no new thoughts, but only & rehash of
siieh as has heen told e e, titne § nd
again,

In treating of the subject of “Lifo,
What is it?" I inay be allowed to mean
der bnto difleg
es in opider to brine
dence, is
moeitos and s
all mntter from the least mound to the
most ponderous globe that is swing- |
ing « ity otrhi l‘af::lr!‘l‘.:!‘.'nll. the vast |
expanes of pature. An eseence that
is ever pregont in every condifion, and
I eves exerting an ininenee of change,
Even spuce (so ealled) is subjectsd (o
ity infltience, and is ever producing
amd reproducing o difference in a groa-
ter or loss degree, and ae ommingling
in diffeyent conditions and ecombina-
tions of the particles of matter, mani ’
feuting io o HITirest manner in each
and cvery object und every organism,
differing tosday from that which was
metifertod yesterday, or will be mani
fested tomorrow,  Even the elements
of though! change, eausing expansion
and contraction. To«day the clom nis |
are differently combined, less of some f
and more of others than yestenday,
thus cansiog a diflerence of manifeste-
tion, 1o auimate] organisgms cerinin
elements do not pertain 1o their neods
in all alike, differint species baving
diflovent clomente.  Some have certain
eletronts that others have not, and
agadn v dilTeront eommingling of the
s Aamende, ienee ditforent identi
tics of the same genue,

Within the last hall «
youths were taught in
four ¢ioments in nature, W
thow clements?  Fire, nir,
water, Hoawis it now? By the
mingling of the moce relined elements,
mind has oxpanded and  progreese
an understanding of greater magnitade
and ix enpable of weeviving  more light
and wisdom, and the power of that es
sence is continuolly producing chinnge
—gchange by adding to—change by
taking lromi—change by throwing off
as olete matier some—change by
bringing into eloser aflinity other pu-
ticles —and to=dny we learn of many
clemynts, and that those elomonts
divisible and brouelit into ditfvreat |
conditions, thus cvoking  other ele-
ments having other assimilations and
aflinitios

Having suad mnch, I will
ask vou o follow me along s
tho laby i ..|lr..li 1 tths that n study of
thiz rubnect tend e o purso
I'n rehndnees We by leanirn :liiil have a
bettor understancing of our own rela-
tions o this ever changing univorse, |
Now [ wiil speak of something smull,
andl ondeavor o show to you that some |
objecis, howover small, may have o
genae of their exinfenee In n degren,
and that two or more particles of mat-
tor voniing  togoether have an allinity
for repulsion o each other. 1
will spenk of a small seed—a mustard
seed. 1t was once spoken of as w svine- |
bol of comparison, and I will fry af 1
can show it to have a ur u
knowledge of how and when to fulfill
the law of its being. It lLas
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been nuritived from incipicney until

fallen |
from the parent branch, where it has |

| holl, and by the knowledge of that es ! branchos covored
| sence, that rootlet penetrates docpor |
| into the il and sends out 11
| around feeling for and sttractin
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its maturity. A change in its condi
tions and surroundings has come. 1
is now ready to act foritsell,  The par
ent hus consed to yield it sustennnod

the pod that held it to the parent has
become sere nnd dry,  The winds shake
the braneh and it falls to the ground,
Doos i despuir? - Oh no, it

|
|

l

sullors |

itsell 1o be trumplod on; the dusts of |

the carth envelope ity the rins wash
about i it lnyeth closer to the cartls,
At length the chilling fiosts come;
cold winter blasts pass over i, and
finallt ivis hidden under o mantle of
ioe end suow, there o vemain for o
soiEon, yvot it obeys the bhehest of
still small volee, resting In assuranoe
that & change will come, aud & thime
for its uofolding will arvive. Now all
this tinie the elements of earth and air
are ut work producing clunge—change
in the soil—change in the atmosphere
—chunge in the goasses,—and by this
life-giving essence has Dbeen
power for the greater action when the
proper changoe takes pluce. A length
the carth, by ity continuwd Lh.m,,.- ol
position on 115 arbit, has brought about
the more dircet rays of the stiing the
snow and jve s melting and the {rost,
that Linve penotrated thoe soil ace ceas
ing o hold the wseendency. The
chasnge is belng ot in the atmosphore
and the warmth of gpring is at hand,
Alrcady the pent up gasses bogin 10
expaml; the moisture permeites thae
sl the ulmusphw'n penetrulos il
ecomindngles with the  gasses awl a
great chiangoe has tuken pluee. Now
the Litile mtstard semdl awakes [tomn
it Joi llm‘ja wind Tewds, vos feels that
is s ve 10 bo doipg.  How does it
wil? Fiest by attractiong to el
and s cmilating with such partickes of
matior with which by virtue of its life-
ving essénto are Kuown to it 1w be
s 1y o its dovelopmant,  Boon a
reutley bursts from its enveloping |
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