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UNION COUNTY, OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

-_ A ND

COMPRISES

The valleys are of un average elavition of about 2,000 feet above aea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 fect ancd continually vovered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numerous streams the year round.

THE CLIMATE

1s dry and healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops.  Snow seldom fallw to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time. N _

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigned .

The winter seagon usus lv begins about the first of December and lasts till the middle of February
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 1st to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weatheris broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 8o as to assure the
farmer an abundant yield. ) » i

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting ;nonthp in this
county, the weather is usualy dry and adapted to the successful gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the autumn months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain. I y A

There is no country in the United States more hlessed by a healthful climate than Union County,
as the vigor and enterprise of i8 citizens will prove.

The various contagions prevalent in muny localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks wlen they do u”nrar‘ There has only been one case of Smullpox in
Union County gince its settlement, and chifls and fever are totally unknown. We have no 1_.nrm-.|lm~s
or hurricanes to lay waste the country, destroy property and he lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the life out of humanity. Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,497,500 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in l\:luwml 1 Jeposits. I'he valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and htur.kP‘\'. The
goil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegotables und Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow to perlection.,

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of onts has heen ':'mm'-l to
the acre. The Mountaing are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, lmnmck._
Spruce, ete, The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tamrac, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is amply sufficient to supply the gurrounding country for ages. e ‘

The mineral resources of the County are only partinly developed, bnt suflicient prospecting and
mining hus heen done to prove that great ledges -J ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
sufficient capital is employed in their development, will be o great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed aecount of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the

County will be found further on,
SNTOCIK RAISING.,

The asvessment roll of the county for the vear 1884, shows that there were 21,740 head of ‘!OI'HEA,
28,124 Head of Catile, 55,606 Hend of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
i » great Stock Raising Region. Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thercof s neat profit on sheir investment, )

In fact, the stock business has been and still s the most paying of any in the country and it
bids fair to continue to be such for muny years to come.  The bunch grass growing upon the hillx and
mountains is very nutritions, stock fattening in n very short time, ready for market, Usually stock hss
1o be fed har for from one to two months during the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well. I'he elimate Is such that sto k raised is of & hardy and healthful charac-
ter, giving to work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle. )

Tha milk cow here attains perfection, Sheep ace very healthy and produce heavy toeces, The
dairying business in the last few rvnru has developed into a large and rrpllmhle one, the country heing
specially adapted to the business ?' reason of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex:
cellent range, the large quantity of hay and grain rnin_mi per acre, the healthfuiness of animals, the
large water supply and the quick market of Butter and Cheese, The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
rapldly taking the place of the common breed of cattle, and dairymen are giving considerable attention
Lo tlm{nn-wii K of thelr cown, .

It is sall more profit can be renlized per year from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
United Sta'es, one instance belng glven of & wingle cow for one year, y ielding & net proiit to the owner

T3 bewioes the ;
o .}I!\E-;ln s: :1'1:;110::1 fn operation at the Cove, in this county, which make 120,000 pounds of cheese,
worth 14 vents per pound, and 75,000 pounds bulter, wort h 25 cents per pound,

This year u creamery is in operation at La Grande, with what success remains to be seen, although
no doubt can be entertained but that it will prove to Le o profitable concern.,

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un’on County are Cornncopia, Sparta and Sanger.  Cornucopia Distriet iy
in the B stern portion of the County, and embraces a section about ten miles square, within which there
are aboul 800 quartz locations, ‘I'he formation s granite and slate; the lodges rnning in a Southeartesly
and Northwesterly direction. The first locations were made here in 1884, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold predominating. Some of the lodes are fres milling, but they generally contmin bane
metal sn in consequence witl have to b treated in reduction wirks,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an aversge yield of from &25 to §1 U per ton, When the proper Nu'th‘t-tln
ure omployed to work these ledges to the best sdvantage, Cornucopia will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West,” ) ;

The Orgon Gold Mining Company, of Loulsville, Ky, inthe only company rl‘prrn'rnl.l'd in the dis-
trict, It has opened up several of its ledges, which were obtained at from 10,000 to 20,000 each. .

The Red Jacket, belonging to 1his company, s a well deflned Jedge, averaging about four feet in
ihickness and when struck on the lowest tunnel, was found to be a8 mass of the golden metal, This
company has g 40-Stamp ML ranning night and day upon the ore taken from this .Imlg--. Seven thou-
wand five hundrad pounds of sulphurets wers seeured the first month of this spring’s operatious, besidos
immense quantitios of froe gold caught upon the amnlgnm pans,

This company’s expenses i bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ote., has amounted to over
8300 00, Thoey bave the Whitman, which hasa shaft sunk over 1,500 feet and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No. ¥, which is developwl sufliciently to indicate a well detined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is highly plensed with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornue wpin, Many other Iv-tgu-n of the camp with 1K) feet or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are _qlle Simmons group, 1'|Hlllpl'ihlll]{ the Key-
stone, Chockma'e, Empire and Buckeye, all situsted on the Simmons Mun_nliu nand said to be the best
group of mines in the camp, #lso the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chri to, situated on .the rame
mountaln and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same |-n‘n_uh- and character of ore. The \\. ay
Up northeast of Cornucopin, shows sonie of the richest ore of any in camp and is no llilult‘ An extension
of the Blue Bell and Stmmons group.  The Union, Companion, Last Chant e, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Hed Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger “u_?‘, Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufliciently developed to shiow them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore in great quantities,  The Cornueopla or Pine Creek distriet is a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lacks capital to prove its wonderful richness. It is destined to be ove of the richest
camps in existence, X . - _ .

The Sanger mines are operated by a San Franciseo Company, w hich began it « perations two years
ago, buying the ledges for 847,000 and now cleaning up on an average of $70,000 per month, Ihese
mines are on the roand between Union and Corsucopia, about 31 miles cast of Union, I'.n\"im: o tri-weekly
maitl from Unlon on to Cornucopia, thus being placed (o dircet communication with Union, their trad-
s ‘l’,;:t:lll'lmru mines are about eight miles southeast of Sanger and bave been worked for the past
twenty years, still yiolding large returns, T'he Sparta mines are mostly ‘nlarrr. but quite a number of
ledges have lately been found which, as far as developea  indicate good payiug ore. A mill is being
|1ulfl here and good returns are expected from its work,

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better
They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, blocks, |

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.
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ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

AGRICUILTURAT., INTIRENTS,

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Larzest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of U'nion County, is the Famous (;rande Ronde. whose beauty is tecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meountaing upon which seems to rest the blue veult above. Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beantiful scenery. This valley embraces 00,000 acres of
as fine Agricoltural Land as can b= found on the Pacific Uonat,

The Grande Ronde River enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly through the cenfer
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and out at i s Northern limits: 30x25 miles is its length’and bredth
and with Catherine Oreek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at 1he South,
Mill Creck entering at the East and Willow Creck entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affording abundance of water the s eason round,

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm wiih clay subsoil. there being a'out three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain.

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Barley. Hye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is Jarge, the cereals yielding
from 25 to 50 bus hele per acre of Wheat 4C to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from 2 to S tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produsing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
year. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, a » immense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and snalle fruits, al-o gur 'en vegetables are raised in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections. Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple products. Stock
raising is engagea in largely and protitably; as tine stock mny be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmien and farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur:
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock, The lands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places can he bought at from &15 1o 83 per acre. which is comparatively cheap, Many large
bodies of land owned by single individoals and of the best quality caz be bad at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several cood larms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lnmbering purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber lavnd has been entered ortaken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The 0. R, & N. R. R, entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the yalley on the West, traversing the Soutliwestern boundary of the valley
for a distapoce of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'n Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountans to Sumimerville, in the uorthern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union, Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railroad facilities,

Puget Sound, W, T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or.. and the cities of the
So nd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evigenced by the building
of this second Hue of road. In concluding this descriptinn of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be waid with-
oul fear of contradiction, that no better opportnuity Is otfered anywrere in the Northwest for the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and e vicinity, The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufaciuring indust. ies of vearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few, It wiil sustain ten times the population it now has in the farming and dairyving fusiness,
offering in this hine advantages not to be found but in very few places. The raising of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardiv an inaividual here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grande Roude Valley sud see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here. In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the bestof reputation in regard te
chhmate, soil and evervthing that goes to constitute a grod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley bas several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, Lia Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest. Sunnuerville in the northern
tm;l|I of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley.

UNION,

The County Seat of Uniou Connoty, s situated {o the southern portion of the Fertile Graade Ronde Valley, and has
the best Nutural Location fora City of auy town (o Ewstern Oregon.  Sitanted, just at the base of rolling Bills o5 both
#ldes of Catherine Creek, m beautiful, sparkiing stronm, whose waters are poibe ss untaee ever distilled and beld
suspended in her mountain reservolrs, furnishing imuncuse waterpower Just waltiog to be utilized by the hand of
man for all kKinds of masufacturing industries, 1o fact the water power s amply sufficient to make Union the Lowall
of Uregon If the attention of her enterprising citizseus were turned in thut direction, which will be the case when new
blood snd Eastern capitalists come in. This [ one of the hest places In oregon for the sreetion of man afscturios

A woolen mill Is greatly needed now, nnd some ruergetic eaplinlist who is engaged o such business would find
here the chosen spot for such an enterprise, right in the hewrt of w great woolgrowing seetion of the conntey. No
bigh frelghts (o pay. water power in abundance, aud [n feet eve rything that such & Lusiness would consume |‘. pro
duced bere 1o the valley

The prewent population of Unlon is about 1,200, but when the 0 & W. T. rallrond renclies hore she will dounle her
population inside of six months. Eager eves are watehing to take advantuge of the preseut low prices io property and
prooure for themselves a home where they may live lu peace and il oy, Water works cun be put o st very |u|.|,. X

]uf-nw by running & part of Catherine creck Intoos large reservolr on the bill back of town, This will give wll the fall
we wint—from 100 fevt np; no expense of Keepiug a stesin pumyp snd the neccessses repales. This mountsin stresm
can bey made to run directly into the roservolr sod sll the waste can be utilized do furuishiog power for machiner
:\ ln-'l; once waler works are compléted there will be vo need for wells, spriogs, ote,, for uo purer -;rinhlm: waler ¢an It-:
o i
Our school facilities are unsurpassed.  We Linve in our public school, s High School Grade, The school is supplied
with ¢very possible convenience.  Everything is furnisbied by our Hbernl banded eitieens, wiie belleyie i gui;.g taidr
ehilldren a fiest-cluss cducntion aud thet they van be educated (o no lwtter way than by ving u No. 1 school st hom v
I'hie sehool wt present s divided (uto four compartments, il thoroughly eraded, Students oo 1--1:n-|-‘r|1|m thie ‘r;--
seribed course of study receive s certifioate to thnt effeet,  An sddition 1o the present sehool buslding is i coliter b
11-»:;\.ln!n--ln'-u'v-rrl llmnilln--lt dollnes worth of spartments §s soon 1o be added ) ; P
Aornily and socially, Unlon s nuexcelled aud ber hospitality fs widoly koown throughor '- r R L
try. We hnve fonr ehurches, all in s lourishiog l'nllllIHl-lll There sre siX setrol sof .1-'||-l~|‘ -Illul1':|:; ‘I::;Iﬂ”“l“i:ltl-!;h ;-:';“1.
Rty We have g number of stores of different kKinds, all doing o profitable business, as they supply nl;':.--ni m:n--::'-
tirnl district and the pumerous minlug camps u the tenr vieloiny W nre also supplicd with seversl sale us, b I
bershops, blncksmithshops, ote., one priveipal hotel and several restauraits, so that the most fastidlons “:1"..'.",'1 Tr
epletrinmg can be fully satisfiod,  We are also supplicd with two firstclass Uvery and foed stables so ﬂml' .: Y 'I-“
coming to thils town will have no troable (o procuring & frst-class tesm and !n';.ll-" u drive ont -.|:._ the ‘! ”"|l.““u r:
stmosphers and fousting Lis eves upon the graudenr of osr mountain seens 1 brenthilug .u:luj.- ]-; x :|:;,h-. hybieds
that cuu be found nowhere so pure as o Unlon County Tothe E e, W Is nuo 11-1:-1-1;- MO L‘|-l Ty pH e
first beholding ovur beantiful location, bis Aest and fnvolunary - Gl tiou Is l'a.-a.-a-lz-.- Found ..|”‘“ ..‘. poknory, when
[ vunty Court House Is well finlshed (o every particulnr, having & Inego s o canmod loys | “"-" m
Lo mee wodate nuy wud all sudiences, 1t also hes In connection jutl bullt by the Pauloy j.‘r.‘.. u‘-'{|uar" 1l ]
tmproveed cells, thus making things secure agulnst the escape of suy priscobers that ey be r‘--l‘![lllp-:l il r“.l!r “-h -
vpers Houss is +of the turT'v-iI: This side of Portland, with bandsomely decorsted curtaions sl i isl ‘1 1 o A
style. Oue large nod commodions Flonring ML full roller process, with all modern LI POy e :'-I'- 1‘-\‘ ‘I|:- lII 1 At
g the town,  Alsosevern] saw millls in the sear vic luly, be lumbering juterest is bound w i .“ ,"Mﬁ ‘."!"”m'
tare in our industries, ' ¥ USpome QUi §-fus:
Taken all in all, Union is one of the best towns io Eastorn Orego retofore she bt I
of poor rallroad fucillties, but when the Huut systewm of l'\ni.r-l-n-i I‘-r-'l-‘-:n l-::t‘-ivi I1f:|:.-l- I‘r::- ‘.:n-lr:':' ‘;.T.I IImlk-l-ln - 'I:j"“t
developed sud it will tnke s pluce among the thriving eltles of our ?null. We have ..',,'. of '|I] ‘.[ ?m',ilmm “.I” e
Uregon, snd w grent deal of wenlth s hore already. ALl that is uow needed §8 for prople 1o ']l Y |Im o bt
of the great Inducements soon to e throwts st 1l feet uf every wergetic man |..'....‘ ..4'“ e 4 ..|' ". 'mn take advaniuge
The pleasurc-sovker or the invalid oan liod no better place to while awgy the ..-;.n-f'-r'l"'- 1-In|”. iy thoee
AWAY CAll b found Hot springs mod Lakes reveling in medicnl virtnes AU énrative Im.“.‘ l'-“lri-“ .1-“ II:I:.‘\I. three miles
Springs, Rlicumatism aud such complaints dissppesring s 1 by tie Busid of some magicint, 1ot f':, Kaunsas Hot
art will flud the beausiful sparkling waters of Catherine croek alive with the gatny 1 Tm- 1';“ oAt et dad
edige of the monntulns larger gaine may b found, while out 1o the swlley along the .‘r,";ml“ “|l-“ II-?MH trout. in the
suan aud ducks fnahundsoee. o the the gratn feld pralrie chlokens are guite plenttful oy ;:'.u'l' (FAVET ATE Rovae,
mdvautazes for ‘»!- astire aud bisioess, wo think people looking for & home can find uo 1 : s “!“‘ A ”-”.” Na L
better than the beautital elty of Uuion SR piace supplyiug all thetr wants
Binee the much talked ul‘ Huut Rallrosd s an assured fact, peoperts
the present thne ofty lots and blocks may be hud st very reasonsble Iales

Uy sufticlent

is I...|.::1|'.J;.-_; o advapee in prives, 13)I-Ijg|1 wt

This asso-
advantage
Otsg etc-, to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the m'anagers of this

as sociation,

Who will ¢heerfully furnish them with all the information desired.

WILSON & HACKETT.

UNION, OREGON,




