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UNION COUNTY, ORKGON.

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys are of an pverage clevation of about 2,000 feet ubove sea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which furnishes o water supply tor
numerous streams the year round.

THE CLIMATE

1s dry and healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops.  Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remains longer than from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperatare for the winter months ig about 20 degrecs above freezing point, and for
the summer montlis about 70 above zero, the heat of the day Iwing offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter season usua lv begins about the first of December and lasts till the middle of Fehruatry
or Grst of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 1st to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere 80 as to assure the
furmer an abundant vield, _

During the months of July, August and September, which are the hnrvesting months i thix
county, the weather is usualy dry and a-iuptw‘ to the sucvessiul gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the autumn months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his full grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal climate than Union County,
s the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove.

The varions contagions prevalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usunlle very mild in their attacks when they do appear.  There has only been one cuse of Smallpox in
Union County since ita settlement, and chills am’ fever are totally unknown.  We hiave no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lny waste the conntry, destroy property and he lives of people, nor Blizzards to
froeze the life out of humanity. Nor do we have the fogy und dump atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountains,

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,467,500 Acres of Surveyed Tand in the County; the rest ix unsurveyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and ahounding in Minernl Deposits.  The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creck, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. Tin
soil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Onts, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalia, Vegetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherrics, struwherries, and
in fact a1l of the smaller varietics grow to pertection,

The vield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with excoptions in some localities, when ns high as 100 bushels of oats has been rinised to
the aere. | The Mountains sre covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Spruce, et¢.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the lurger species of Temeae, but this class of timber ix used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is umply suflicient to supply the surrounding country for ages. _

The mineral resources of the County are only partialy developed, but sufficient |arnn]]n_'1'tim: and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges ul‘ ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
suflicient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the genersl summary ol
the wealth of the County. A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on.

=STOCIK RAINING.

The assesament roll of the county lor the vear 1584, shown that there were 21,740 head of horses,
24,123 Head of Cattle, 55,508 Head of Sheep. aud 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in # great Stock Raising Beglon, Thousands of head of stock sre yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thereof & neat profit on shelr investment,

In faet, the stock business has been aund still is the mont paying of any in the country and it
bids fair to continue to be wuch for many years to come. ‘The hunch grass growing upon the hills and
mountains iy very nutritious, stock fattening in & very short time, ready for market. U»ually stock haw
to be fed hay for Trom one to two months during the winter, but in many places horaes will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well.  Fhe climateis such that sto k raised ixof & hurdy and healthful charac-
ter, wiving to work horses a strong coustitution and power ful muscle,

The milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy Heeces, The
dairying business in the last few years hus developed into a large and profitable one, the country being
specinily adapted to the business by reason of the wilk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex:
cellent range, the large quantity of hay and gain riised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
large water supply and the gulek marke! of Burierand Cheese.  The Jerney, Holstine and Durham are
rapidly taking the place of the common breed of eattle, and dairymen are giving considerable atteotion
to the brvedic g of their cows, ) ) )

It i% =il more profit can bs realized per year from o omilk cow i this country than any other in the
United Stnos, one instance beiug given of & single cow for one year, yielding u net prolit to the owner
of $175 heniaes the ealf. - ’

Tw . reameries are in operation at the Cove, in this conuty, which make 12600 pounds of cheese,
worth 14 cents por pound, and 75,000 pounds buiter, worth 25 conts per und,

This year & creamery in in operation al La Grande, with what suceess remsins to be seen, although
uo dould van be entertained but that i will prove to be n protitabile concern.

ITS MININC RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of 1 n'on County are Cornucopia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia [istriet is
in the Esstern portion of the County, wind @ bracves g seetion about tew mbics square, w"h“'. whieh there
are abiout e guartz locations, ‘I'he formation i geandte wnd slute; 1luj ]t'llu't:n rnning in a {-uuth.eurlnrly
and Northwesterty diecetion.  The tirsl locations were made lers in 1884, The guartz contains Gold and
Silver, the gold predominating,  Some of the lodes are fres milling, mt they generally contmin hase
metal 4n in consequence will have to be preated in reduction works,  Aswiys have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing un sverage yield of from ¥25 1o ¥1'0 per ton, When the proper methods
are stnployed 10 work these lediges 1o the best advantage, Cornueopla will be considered the New
“Kldorado of the West” _ )

The Or gon Gold Mining l'mn]»au{. of Loulsville, Ky . inthe only company represented in the dis
tifot. It has opened up several of i ledges, w hich were obtaloed at trom S10,000 1o F20,000 each.

I'he Hed Jacket, belonging 1o this compauy, is & well defined ledge, averaging about tour feet in
thickuess und when struck on the lowest tunnel, Wwas found fo be a sss of the golden metal, This
company has & 40.5tamp Ml running night and day upon the ore taken from this .leur, Seven thou
sand flve hundred pounds of sulpliursia were wecured the Brst month of this spring's operations, besides
fuamense quantitios of free pold canght upon the wnalgam patis.

This compuany s expenses in bulldivgs, machinery, ronds, tlt'\‘l'i_npmr:lhc. ete,, has samounted Lo over
$300 0 v, They have the Whitman, » hich Yus n shaft sunk over 1,30 feet and shiows better as the work
progresses; the Altu No, ¥, which s developed sufliclently o Indieate n well defined lodge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is highly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicts a sscond Taadville ol Cornucopia,  Many other ledges of the camp with 10 feet or more
of development work are showing up well, smong which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Cheekimate, Empire and Huckeye, all aituated on the Siimmons Mountaim and sxid to bhe the Lest
group of wines in the caup, wino the Hiue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Christo, situnted on 3]..» same
mountain and extansions of the Stimons ledges, showing same wrade and character of ore. The Way
Up northesst of Cornucopia, shows soise of the richest ore of any in camp and s no doubit an extension
of the Hiue Bell and Simmons grong,  The Unlon, Companion, Last lhluu'.’ Robert Emmet, !‘otunl
Queen, Hed Hov, May Flower, Cov and  Allen, Hed Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy. Climax
and Queen of the West are all sufticiently developed to show them to be good ledges aud coutain paying
ore lo greal guantities,  The (‘nmumrin or Pine Creek district is a rvich one with an un!imited amannt
of ore aud ouly lucks capital to prove s wonderful richness, It is destined to be one of the richest
"W?;e:“ﬁ:::n“r“::uﬁnn are operaied by a San Franciseo Company, which hegan iis cperations [wo years
a0, buying the ledges for 847,000 and now cleaning up on an average of $70,000 per month, These
tiines gre o the road between Linlon and Cornucopia, about ¥ miles vast of Union, having a tri-weekl
mall from Unlon on te Comucopla, thus being placed in direct commmunication with Union, their tesd.
i nt‘iplm milnes wre about elght miles southeast of Sanger and have heen worked for the past
twenty yoars, still yielding large returns,  The Sparta milnes are mostly placer, hut quite » number of
ledizes have Iatels been tound which, as (ar as ( evalopei, indieate good paying ore. A mill in being
bullt here and guod retiurns are axpected from s work,
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HE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCGIATION

AGRICUILTURATL., INTERESNSTS,

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Larzest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of 1'nion County, is the Famous Grande Ronde, whose besuty is Fecomiog known far and wide,
surroundsd by lofty mountains upon which seeme to rest the hlue vault above, Wherever the eye
sazes it cannot help being enchanted by onr beantiful scenery. This valley embraces 900,00 ueres of
as fine Agricultural Land as can b found on the Pacitic Coast.

The Grande Ronde River enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly through the cenfer
of the va'ley and thenee Northerly and out at i s« Northern limits; 30x25 miles is its length and bredth
and with Catherine Creck, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the Sonth
Mill Creek entering at the Fast and Willow Creek entering at the North, with nuwmerous other amull
tributaries, make the Grands Honde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the nbove
pamed »treams affording abundance of water the eason round.

The soil of this valley is principally & black, rich losm with clay subsoll, there beinz a'out three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent zrain

The vield of Wheat. Oats, Parley, Rye, Timothy, Alfaifa and Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to B0 bus hels per gere of Wheat # to 100 for Qats snd Barley, and Hay from ¥ te Stons pet acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season.

PRODUCTIONG AND EXPORTS.

The produsing and export of zrain and hay from (his valley is large and growing in quantity each
vear. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, a * lninense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Fears and snoadle fruits, al-o garfen vegetables are raised in great gquantities and
marketed in the nelghboring sections, Butter and Chee=e in also one of our staple products, Stock
raising is engagea in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen urn-n the farnis of Grande Roude
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best b ed animals for breeding pur:
poses. Taxes are no higher on tine than poor stock. The lind= of this valley huve all been tuken, but
choice places can  te hought at from &15 10 8480 per acre, wh ch in comparstively cheap, Many large
hodies of land owned by single individuals sand of the lest quality con be had at very reastnable mies,
which could be divided into several vood farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountains are covered with timber of the best guality for limbenag purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber lavd has beeu entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R. & N. R. R. entering  the valley at the southern partion and following the toothills on the
Southwent, passes out of the valiey on the West, traveming the Southwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Raiiroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W, T., thraugh
the Blue Mountans to Sumumerville, in the northern portion of the valley und will then traveme the va-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union, Upon the bullding of this road the valley will
have the best railroad facilities.

Puget Sound, W, T, is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand. Or., and the eitivs of the
8o nd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which i evigenced by the bullding
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be naid with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is « lered auywnere in the Northwest tor the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and ns vieimity, The resources of the valley and it
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiiva ol  uearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few. It wiil sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmiog and dairying Lusiness.
offering in this hine advantages not to be found but in very few places. The raising of thorough hred
stock I8 a profitable business and there is hardly an inaividusl here solely in that business at present.

To visit Grande Ronde Valley and see it and 1o investigate its advaptages, is to locate here, In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other thyn the bestof reputation in regacd o
climate, soil and everything that goes 10 constitute a good country.

The Grande Ronde Valley hax several considerable towus and villages: [Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountaing on the northwest, Summerville in the vorthern
ﬂliﬁ of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extrems uorthery purt of the
valley,

U NITICO N,

The Connty ~cat of Union ¢ cuuty, is sitoated In the southern portion ot 1h veible tarande Kot
the Best Natueal Location for m City of any town In Kestero oregou sisnated, just st e i
siden of Catherioe Creek, 4 beantifal, sparkling stredm, whiose waters are parne us
suspended in hoer mountain reservolrs, furuishing lmmense waterpower jist walliug t

min for all kinds of munufseturing lodusteios, o fact the water power is pmply sufielent o s

of Oeegon i the attention of her enterprising cltlsens were taroed b thint direstion, which wi
blood and Eastern 4'||;l:Tn]|‘-'I- come fn, This is oue of the best placcs 10 oredons for the ereotion ol

A woolen mill is greatly needed now, sud some envegetio capital =t whoe s o
bere the chosen spot for such wn enterprise, right lu the Deart of 8 groat wy tinu
bigh freights to pay, water power (u abundanes, nud iu fect everything the! s " shppss wonld sousune I= pry
dueed here o the valley

he present population of Unlon is about 1,200, bat when the 00 & W T ralirond reachos hove she wi dlonunde b
population nside of six mouths.  Eager eyes ure walehing (o take sdvantage of the prosent low privos Lo property and
procure for themsclves 8 home where they muy Hve 1o pesce sud plenty. Water works ceu e pat Laont svery Hithe vx
pense by ronning upart of Catherine creck uto n nege reservolr on the b back of tows Thds will wive il the faull
we witit—from 160 fect up: Do expense of Keepiug o steain puomp sud the oecessars repuirs. This monuisio stredm
can be, made to run directly oo the reservolr sl sll the waste can be oanlllzed b farpdshilog pow e rmuchluvery,

r'lu-li onee water works are completed there will be no nesd Tor waelis, spriues, ote,, tor toe poures detuklsg waler can b
ound

Our school facilities are nosurpassed. We have fu our pablie sobiool, a High sehool Grgde The selioad 1= sapplicd
with every posslble copvenlence. Everything is faradsbiod by vinie baral mnded clthzons, woo belleve in givipg thelr
children s fGrst-cluss cdueation and that they can be cdncatesd io no bdter wey theu by limcing e SNoo | =eliool st homa
The school st present is divided into four compartments, all thonighls deel.  mtdenis on completiug the pre
soribed course of stady recelve o certifioate to that effect,  An additton to the present sebool bulldlug 1= T contempla
tion, mlso several hundred dollars worth of apartinents s soon o b added,

Mornlly and socislly, Union is noexoclied sud her hospitality is widely Snown throughout the surron
try. We huve four churches, all lu a fourishing condition.  There are slx seeret socloties, doing mtch
lulnlli\ We have a number of stores of differcnt Kinds, sll doing n profitebde husiuess, ms they supply
tural district and the numerous mining camps in (e pvar vicinity, We nre also suppliled with soverul

idiug conn
timd 1o hin
{ugricwd

bershops, blacksmithabops, ete, one priveipal hotel sud sesveral neatanrants, so that the most | PR
eplouring can be fully satlsfied. We ane also supplicd with two tiest clues Hivery aied fiead st - that

coming to this town will have no trouble fu procaring s fiest o tenm sl taking o drive onr futo 1
atmosphere and feasting bis eyes upon the grandeur of our mosotain secuery, breattiinug Do the lfe giving oxyue
that can be found nowbere po pure a8 1o Unlon Conaty.  Teth Temer, % ho ds Bot used W Wonniein secnery. whien
trst bebolding our beantiful locatlon, his fArst wod fnvolaniary saclamation 5, Paradise Found at | ast

Our conuty Court House is well ndshied tn ¢sery purtieninr, boaving s laeee aud commodious hall, swmply sudicien:
to accommodateany and all andlences. 1t wlso bhas bo conueethon & fadl bolit by thee ey Hros, with ald tholr latest
lmprovecd cells, thus makiug thiogs securne agalnst the eseapeof su) priscners that may be cantived therelu, O
Opers House (8 one of the langest this slde of Fortlsud, with haodsoumely decorsted curtsins and toished o supert
style. Ouoe large and commaodions Flogelog ML full rodler process, with sl modern improvemenis, s sltistoed adjoin
fog the town.  Alsoseveral saw'mille fu the pear s leluits. The boadwring nterest Is bongd to becowme gulte o fen
mru_riu onr “\duﬂrh'n.

aken all in all, Union {s one of the best towus tn kastern viregou,  Herctotore whe has becn kept back oo secon

of poor rullroad fucliities, but wheo the Hont sy>tem of Raliooad S completnd (oto Colou. its .nlrlill. n'-u‘:'(‘(- 'u I..Li ::1
developed and 1t will take s place among the theiving elthes of our leud, We hmve ope of the lovellest towur Lo
Oregon, and & great desl of weslth bs bere aleend )y AT thist Is now sosded In for peopie th eome aid  take sdvautuge
of the great inducements soon o be thrown at the feet of cvery coemgetie onn posscssing clthor bralos or wosels

The pleastre-secker or the invalld can Bod o better place 1o whille awas the swmmer mouths. Ouly three miles
AWAY Call be found Hot Spriogs sud Lakes sevodlog to inedical vietnes sud curallive powers Lie famons “Kausas Hot
Hprinrn, " Rheumatism and such complnlnts disappenrivg as U DY the haod of sowe aegicisg. Lovers of the piscatoriol
art will find the beaunital sparkling weters of Catherfpe erces allve with the gawy monutain and brook trout. 1o the
wdge of the mountalns larger gume may b fonnd, whille ont (o the valley al the Grunde Hopde river are goes
swan aud ducks (b abnpdspese. Lo the the gralu deld pradeie ehilckens dre qn plentiful, Takiog ail these uatnral
sdvantages fur ‘:-wun- aud business, we thilok people lookiug tor o bowe reu Bod o pisce sappltiog sl tbelr wants
better than the besutiful clty of Union,

sloce the much talked of Huot Raliroad 1o s assumvd (nct, propeety e Wpinnleg to sdrnaer L prices, (o
the prescol Ume clty lots aud blocks inay be hnd a1 very remsonalle ralos

e exblidvrating

2l oAt

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks. This asso-
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better advantage
than any firm in Union County. They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, blocks, lots, etc., to

be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

association, Wi 1L~ ON & H ACK Er_.ﬂrjw.

Who will cheerfully lurnish them with all the information desired,

(]
UNION, ORFEGON, o
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