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UNION COUNTY, OREGON,

IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION OF THE STATE

- A N D

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The vallevs are of an average vlevation of about 2,000 feet above gea level, the highest mountain
peiks being shout 6,000 feet and continnally covered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numerous streames the vear round,

THE CLIMATE

Is dry and healthful, there heing a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and matore
crops.  Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remains longer then from
two to three weeks at a time. "

The mean temperature for the winter monthe is about 20 degrees above froesing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by eool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating gleep and rest for the fatigued ’

The winter season usualy begins about the first of December and lasts till the middle of Febrnary
or first of March, when the hushandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

Fron: March 1st to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weather is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere so as to assure the
farmer an abundant yield,

During the months of July, August and Septembwr, which are the harvesting months im this
county, the weather is usualy dry and unlaph‘w* to the successful gathering of crops.  Generally
enongh rain falls in the antumn months to moeisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the seme for his fall grain,

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal climate than Union County,
a# the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove,

The various contagions precalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks when they do appear.  There has only been one case of Smallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chills umf }l.!\‘l‘l‘ are totally unknown, We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lay waste the country, destroy property and ihie lives of people, nor hlizzards to
freeze the life out of humanity.  Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere whicl: is found West
of the Cascade Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,500 Acres of Surveved Land in the Connty ; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposits.  The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
#oil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegotuables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow to pertection.

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 60 bushiels to the acre, Barley from #) to 70, Oats about the same
ax Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats has been raised to
the acre. The Mountains are covered with a Fine Girowth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Sprace, ete.  The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the lnrger species of Tamrac, but this class of timber is nsed chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is nmply sutlicient to supply the surrounding country for ages.

The mineral resources of the County are only partialy developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining hag been done to prove that great ledges n’ ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
sutlicient capital is emploved in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the Connty. A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on.

NTOCIE IRAISING.

The assessment roll of the county tor the vear 1888, shows that there were 21.710 head of horses,
28,124 Head of Cattle, 555056 Head of Sheep, and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
is & great Stock Raising Region. Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thervof a neat profit on sheir investment,

In fact, the stock business has been and still is the most paying of any in the country and it
bids fair to continue to be such for many years to come.  ‘The buneh grass growing upon the hills and
mountaing is very nuiritious, stock fattening in s very short time, ready for market, Usually stock has
Lo be fod hay for from one to two months ducing the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass awd do well,  The elimate is such that s1o k raiscd is of a hardy and healthful charac-
ter, giving to work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle,

The milk cow here attains porfection, Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy fleeces. The
dairylug business o the last few yenrs has developed into a lavge and proifitable one, 1the country being
specially adapted to the business by reason of the milk producing qualities of the grasses and the ex
collent range, the large quantity of hay and goain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
large water supply and the guick market of Botter and Chesse,  The Jersey, Holstine snd Durham are
rapidly tak 2 the place of the common breed of cattle, and daleymen are giviog considerable attention
to the breeds g of their cows,

It i sad o ore protle can be realized per year from a milk cow fu this country than any other in the
United & oles, one instance belng given of a single cow for one year, yielding o nct profit to the owner
of $175 benides the culf

Twoercnmerdes are in operation at the Cove, o this connty, whith make BALT0) pounds of cheese,
worth Hoeents per pound, and 75,000 ponods butter, worth 25 cents per pound,

This vear o cresm ey is in operation at La Greende, with what suecess remalns 1o be seen, although
no doubt van be entertnined but that it will prove ty be o profitabie concern.

ITS MININC RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornucopla, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia Distriet is
in the Esstern portion of the County, and emibrsces & section about ten mbles square, within which there
are aboul 000 quertz locaticns, ‘The formation is graniie and slate; the ledges raonning in & Southearterly
and Northwesterly direction.  The first locations were made here in 1554, The quartz contains Gold and
Silver. the gold predominating. Some of the lodes are fres milling, but they generally contmin base
metal snin consequence \\'I'ilfmv-' to be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an aversge yield of from 225 to 1 0 per ton, When the proper metheds
areé employed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopia will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West,”

The Or gon Gold Mining Company, of Louisville, Ky . is the only company represented in the dis
beiet, It bas opened uporeveral of s ledges, which were obtained ot from 10000 1o 20,000 each.

The Red Jacker, belonging to 1his company, 18 8 well defined ledge, avernging about four feet in
thickness and when ntnu'r on the lowest tunnel, was found 1o be o mass of the golden metnl, This
vmurmn_\; has o 40.5tamp Mill ronping aight and day upon the ore taken from this ledge, Seven thou
sand lve hondred pounds of sulphurets were secured the first month of this spring’s operations, besides
fmumense quantities of free gold eavght upon the mna'gam pans,

This company’s expenses in buildings, machinery, roads, developments, ete., has amounted to over
300 00, They bave the Whitman, swhich has a shaft sunk over L0 feet and shows better as the work
progrosses; the Alta No. 2, which is developed suMiciently to indicate u well defined ledge of high grade
ore.  The present superintendent, Professor Smith, ix highly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornucopla, Many other ledges of the camp with 1K feet or more
of developinent work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Buckeye, a!l situated on the Simmons Mountain and =ald to be the best
group of mines In the camp, »lso the Bloe Bell, Little Casine and Monte Christo, situated on the rame
mountain and extensions of the Simmons ledges, showing same geade and character of ore, The Way
Up unortheast of Cornucopia, shows some of the richest ore of uny in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blus Bell and Stimmons group, The Union, Companion, Last Chanie, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Bed Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the Weat are all sufficiently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
aore in geeat quantitles. The Cornucopia or Floe Creek district is a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lacks capital to prove its wonderful richness, It Is destined to be one of the richest
camps in existence,

The Sanger mines are oporated by a San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two vears

o, buying the ledges for 847,00 and now cleaning up on an average Df 870,000 per month, These
mines are on the rosd between Union and Cornucopin, about 4) miles east of Unfon, having o tri-weekly
:lllﬂ ‘I'r;)m Union on to Cornucopia, thus being placed in direct communication with Union, their tead-
nu nt.

he Sparta mines are about eight miles southeast of Sanger and have been worked for the past
twenty yoars, still yielding large returns.  The Sparta mines are mostly ‘llu‘rr. but quite a number of
ledges have lately been found which, as far as developea. indicate good paying ore, A mill is being
bullt here and good returns are expected from its work,

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.
ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better
They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, blocks,

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.
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AGRICUILTURAT., INTERENITIS.

Now (o return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Larzest, most Fertile and nur:wl_iw-
Valley of [nion County, is the Famous (i ande Ronde, whose beauty is tecoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meuntains upon whirh seems to rest the hlue vault above. Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beantiful scenery. This valley embraces 300,000 acres of
as fine Agricuitural Land as can b= found on the Pacific Const,

The Grande Ronde River enters its boundary on the West and flows Fasterly through the cenfer
of the va'ley and thenee Northerly and out at i = Northern limits: 30x25 miles is ita length and bredth
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde entering the valley at the south,
Mill Creek entering at the East and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributarjes, make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams nffording abundance of water the  eason round,

The soil of thisx valley is principally a black, rich losm wiih clay subsoil. there being a*out three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known ns the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent grain,

The yield of Wheat, Uats, Barley, Iiye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals yielding
from 25 to £0 bus hels per acre of Wheat 8 to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from ¥ to 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalis being cut inone season.

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The produ-ing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
vear. DBesides the prodactic n of grain and hay for export, o immense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and smalle fruits, also garden vegetables are raised in great quantities and
marketed in the nelghboring sections. Butter and Cheese is also one of our staple products, Stock
raising is engazed in largely and profitably: as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses. ‘I'oxes are no higher on fine than poor stoek. The lands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places can  te bought at from 815 to S50 per acee, which is comparatively cheap, Many large
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality car be bad at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several zood farms,

TIMBER.

The hills aud mountains are covered with timber of the best quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber laud has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R, & N. R. R. entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the yaliey on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T,, through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through i1s center to Union, Upon the building of this road the valley will
have the best railroad facilities,

Paget Sound, W, T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the cities of the
Sovnd In competition for the trade of the Valley, the impoertance of which is evicenced by the building
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunivy is offered anywnere in the Northwest for the horme
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Vaolley and its vicinity., The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of pearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few. It wiil sustain ten times the population it now hasin the farmicg and dairying business.
oflering in this hne advantages not to be founa but in very few places, The raising of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is bardly an individual here solely in that business at present.

I'o visty Grande Honde Valley and sec it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here, In no
ivstanee have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard te
climnte, soil and evervthing that goes to constitnte a good country.

The Grande Ronde Valley has several consideratile towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest. Summerville in the northern
end of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part ot the
valley.

I NITIO N,

he County senwt of Unlon o ity Is sitanted dn the southern pod 1 i e | e Vialls and bins
the best Naturnl Locntion fores ity of sy town in Easteru Oregon wd{ A1 TV 1St ot 1hia rolllng hitlls oo both
ldes of  Out rloe Ureek, o besntiful, sparkling stroam, whose walers Are | ms pet Alst i hed gnd held
suspendicd o her monntaln eeservioles, [ ing Immense wnlerpows st waltling 1o b itilaodd | by Lt of
i for wdl kKluds of matnfacturiog ind ries, In fart the water power is imply sathielent 1o mase Uolon the Lowell
of Chregi It attention of ber opterprisiog cltlzeons wore tueped {o that direstion, wisiol wIIl Dee thie cdse wlienn tiew
Blood sl Enstern eapltaliste come bu,  This Is one of the best places thooregon for the encetlon of manunfacturies

A waoolen mdll bs greatly needed now, aond somo cnergetbe capltalist who s ugaged 1o saeh bosiuess would find
here the chosen spot for such an enterprise, cieght o the henrt of & gronl woolgrowing section of the country N
Bigh fredghts 1o pay, water-power [n abondaooe, and Do faet everything that such o business would consume s pro
dueed hete fo the valley

e present population of Union is about 1,200, bat when the O. & W, T, ratleoad renches here she will douole her
population fnshide of six months,  Eager oyes are watehing o take sdvantage of the present low prives in property and
procune for themselves g home where they muay Hve [ peace and pleaty.  Water works eun be put o at very Hitde ex

pense by running a part of Catherine ereck nto a barge reservoir on the bill back of town,  This
we want —{rom 160 fevt gy o expeise Of Keeplug g stesm pump ad the necessary repalrs
onn by made 1o ran diccetly into the reservolr and all the waste can be utilized o fursishin
When onee water works wre com pleted there will be oo beed for wiells, sprivgs, eto,, {or no pure
found

Our sehool facilitles are unsurpassed,  We bave o our publie seliool, 8 High sebool Gl I'h
with vvery paossibile convenlvne Everything is furnished by our Hberal handed ¢
chitldren o Aest-class education and thet they can be edueated (o no better way 1 ving o No.o ) sehow) at home
Fhe sehiool wt present s divided futo four compartments, all thoroughly grad =tudents on completing the pre
seribed course of study recelve a certitiente to that efeet, At addition to the prosent sehool butlding is o contempla
tion, also severa]l hundred dollars worth of apartmonts s soon to be added,

Morully aud socially, Unlon Is nuexcellod aod her hospitality is widely known throughout th
try We bave four churehes, sll in o Qonrishing coudition, There are six secret socletios, doing wh good to hn
manity. We have a pumber of stores of different kKhids, all dolng o profitable business, us they supp o erent nericeyl
tural district and the numerons wniong comps o the o victnity, We nre also supplied with seversl ssloons, bar
betrshiops, blneksudthshops, el vie privcipal hotel ¢ that the most fastidious tastes .:f thae
eplenrian onn be fully satisficd,  We are also supplied with two firstcluss 1 and feed stables so that strangers
coming to this town will have no trouble in procuring o Best-class tean and taking o delve out oto the -'\I.:]i\-Enl’l.u-'
atmosphere aud fessting his eyes upon the grandeur of our mountain seenery, and Leestbinge (o (e gl g « \»-.-;
that can be found nowhere so poare s o Unfona oty Tothe Eastener, who §s pot used to mountaln seenery “-|-:, 1"
first beholding our beantiful loostion, his dest and lovoluniary exclamation is, “Parsdise Found at Last e :

Our county Court House Is well Bulsbed in every particular, baviug a Inrge und comsmod lous biall, atnply sufMelent
to accommaodnte suny and all audlences, 1t alse has in congection & Jadl bullt by the Psuley Hros,, with a1l thelr Intest
Inprovesd cells, thus muklug things seeure agalust the escape of suy prisosess that muay  ba .‘..'mu..-q thereiu. Our
Opern House is one of the largest this side of Portland, with bandsomely decorsted eurtalps wiaid n}u.h.-d iu ;;u n']‘[‘;
style, Owe large wnd commodions Flouring Mill, full roller process, with all modern b prosements, s sltusted u-l‘lullt-
fug the town,  Also severanl saw mills in the near vicinity, The lumberiug luterest ix bound to become guite o fos
ture ln onr industrivs, ’

Taken all fu all, Unlon ks one of the best towns In Enstern Oregon,  Heretofore shie bas bein ke Pt back on seconnt
of poor rallroad facilities, but when the Huot System of Rallroad is completed into |'..|..1,.: it= lntent resources will be
developed aud It will tnke e place wmong the thriving citick of our Iand. We have one of the lovellest towns in
Uregon, sud s great denl of wealth s here already All that Is pow needed Is for people to come and take lirll-ll.lll.ll' o
of the great Induovinents soon 1o be thrown at the féet of every cuergetio mun prossesalng clither brulos or musee &

The pleasure-seeker or the Invalid can fud o better place to while sway the summer mounths, Only three miles
away cat be found Hot 5priogs and Lakes revellug in medical virtues sod curstive powers the fammous *Kausas Hot
Springs,'” Rhoumatism and such complaluts disappearing ss if by the haud of some magicign, Lovers of the piscagorial

will give all the fall
lids mountein stream
Fpower for machinery,
Irinklng water cun be

sehiool §s supplied
whio beideve in giving thelr

surroundliong coun

art will ind the beauaiful sparkiing waters of Cathierine ereek alive with the gumy monntain and brook tront, b the
wige of Lhe mountains larger gatie may be found, while out in the valley slong the tGrande Homde river nre geess
AwWan and dueks In abundance, 1o the the graln ficld pradrie chiickens are guite plentiful. Taking all  these untural

mdvantuges for pleasure and bosiness, we think people lookiug for a howe ean Gud ne placy
better thun the beautiful clty of Unlon

since the much talked of Hunt Rallrosd fsnn assured fact, property Is beglonleg 1o advanece 1o
the present thme oty lots and blocks may be Dad st very reasonable rates

supplving all thelr wants

prives, though st

This asso-
advantage
lots, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

WIILSON & HACKETT,

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired.

UNION, OREGON,




