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IS SITUATED IN THE NORTHEASTERN PORTION

A N D

UNION COUNTY, OREKEGON,

OF THE STATE

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.

The valleys are of an average elevation of about 2,000 feet above sea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet and continually covered with snow, which furnishes a water supply for
numerous streams the year round,

THE CLIMATE

Is dry and healthful, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops. Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above freezing point, and for
the summer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter season usuaily begins about the first of December and lasts till the middle of February
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 1st to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry m_-aflwris broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and tempering the atmosphere so as to assure the
farmer an abundant yield.

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months im thia
county, the weather is usualy dry and adap to the successful gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the autumn months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain.

There is no country in the United Btates more blessed by a healthful climate than Union County,
a8 the vigor and enterprise of is citizens will prove.

The various mnl.ufimm prevalent in many localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks when they do n”mur. There has only been one case of Bmallpox in
Union County since its settlement, and chills and fever are totally unknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricances to lay waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the life out of humanity. Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountains.

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,600 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County; the rest is unsurvgyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in Mineral Deposita. The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
#oil in these valleys is well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow Lo perfection.

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
us Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats has been raised to
the acre, The Mountaing are covered with a Fine Growth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
8pruce, ete. The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the Inrrar gpecies of Tamrac, but this ¢lass of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is amply suflicient to supply the surrounding country for ages.

The mineral resources of the County are only partialy developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges n’ ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
suflicient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
the wealth of the County. A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resources of the
County will be found further on.

NTOCIK RAISNSING.

The assesasment roll of the county tor the vear 1888, shows that there were 21,740 head of horses,
25,148 Head of Cattle, 55,505 Head of Sheep. and 5,570 Head of Swine, showing of itself that the County
in 8 great Stock Ralsing Region, Thousands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners
thervof a neat profit on shelr investment,

In fact. the stock business has heen and still is the most paying of any in the country and it
bids fair to continue to be such for muny yeara to come, ‘The bunch geass growing upon the hills and
mountaing Is very nuiritious, stock fattening in a very short time, ready for market, Usnally stock hes
to be fed hay for from one to two months ducing the winter, but in many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well.  'he climate is such that wto k ralsed is of 8 hardy and healthful charsc-
ter, giving to work horses a strong constitution and powerful murcle.

Tha milk cow here attains perfection. Sheep are very healthy and produce heavy floeces. The
dairying business in the last few r‘“ has developed into a large and profitable one, 1the country being
specially adapted to the business ry reason of the milk producing qualides of the grasses and the ex-
cellent range, the large uummil of hay and goain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
lurge water nuprly and the quick market of Butter and Cheese, The Jersey, Holstine and Durham are
mpiidly tuking the place of the common breed of cattle, and dairymen are giving considerable attention
to the hreedio g of their cows,

It {8 sai | more profit ean be realized per year from a milk cow in this country than any other in the
United Stnies, one instance belng given of a single cow for one year, yielding a net profit to the owner
of $175 L ~ides the culf,

Two ervamerion are in operation at the Cove, in this county, whirth make 126,00 pounds of cheese,
worth 11 cents per pound, and 75,000 pounds butter, worth 25 cents per p und.

This year o creamery i In operation at La Greande, with what success remains to be seen, although
no doulit van be entertained but that it will prove to be a protitable concern,

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining Districts of Un'on County are Cornucopia, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopia Distriet is
in the Esstern portion of the County, and embraces a section about 1en miles square, within which there
are about 60U quartz locations. The formation Is granite and slate; the ledges running in a Southearterly
and Northwesterly direction. The first locations were made hers in 1884, The quartz contains Gold and
Sllver, the gold pn:dumlnutlmf‘ Some of the lodes are free milling, but they nerally contam bawse
metal an in consequence wi'l have to be treated in reduction works,  As<says have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an aversge f'irld of from #8256 to 1 U per ton. ., When the proper methods
are emiployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Coruucopis will be considered the New
“Eldorado of the West,"

The Or: gon Gold Mining Company, of Louisville, Ky , in the only company represented in the dis-
tiiet. It has opened upseveral of iis ledges, which were obtained at from ‘lu.lul 1o §20,000 each.

The Red Jacket, belonging to this company, is & well defined ledge, averaging about four feet in
thickness and when struck on the lowest tunnel, was found to be a mass of the Iden metal, This
company has a 40-Stamp Mill running night and day upon the ore taken from this ledge. Seven thou-
sand fAive hundred pounds of sulphurets were secured the first month of this spring’s operations, besides
immense quantities of free gold rauﬁhl upen the amalgam pans,

This company’s expenses in bulldings, machinery, roads, developments, ete,, has amounted to over
$300 010, They bhave the Whitman, which has a shaft sunk over 1,500 feet and shows better as the work
progresses; the Alta No. 2, which in developed sufficiently to Indicate a weoll defined ledge of high grade
ore. The present superintendent, Professor Smith, Is bighly pleased with the prospect for his company
and predicis a second Leadville of Cornucopla. Many other ledges of the camp with 100 feet or more
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, comprising the Key-
stone, Checkma'e, Empire and Huckeye, all situated on the Simmons Mountain and said to be the best
group of mines in the camp, »Iso the Blue Bell, Little Casine and Monte Chri-to, situated on the rame
mountain and extensions of the Simmons ledgen, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
Up northeast of Cornucopin, shows some of the riches«t ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Bell and Simmons group, The Union, Companion, Last Chanie, Robert Emmet, Forest
Queen, Rod Boy, May Flower, Cox and Allen, Red Cross, Steen groupe, Stells, Tiger Boy. Climax
and Queen of the Weat are all sufliciently developed to show them to be good ledges and contain paying
ore lu great quantivdes, The Cornucopia or Pine Creck district i« a rich one with an unlimited amount
of ore and only lacks capital to prove itsa wonderful richneas. It is destined to be one of the richest
camps in existence,

¢ Sanger mines are operated by 4 San Francisco Company, which began its cperations two vears
ago, buylng the ledges for $47,000 and now cleaning up on an average of §70,000 per month, These
mines are on the road bet ween Union and Cornucopia, about 3 1 miles vast of Union, having a tri- weekly
mail from Uplon on to Cornucopla, thus being pleced in direct communication with Union, their trad-
ing polut,
he Sparta mines are about eight miles southeast of Sauvger and have been worked for the past
twenty years, still ylelding large returns. The Sparta mines are mostly placer, but quite a number of
ledges have lately been found which, as far as developea. indicate paying ore. A wmill is belog
buifl Liere and good returns are expected from its work,
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AGRICULTURAL, INTHERESTS,

Now to return to the Agricultural Interests of the County, the Largest, most Fertile and attractive
Valley of Union County, is the Famous Grande Ronde, whose beauty is becoming known far and wide,
surrounded by lofty meuntsins upon which seem« 1o rest the blue vsult above. Wherever the eye
gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beautiful scenery. This valley embraces 300,000 acres of
as fine Agéicultural Land as can b« found on the Pacitic Coast. -

The Grande Ronde River enters its boundary on the West and flows Easterly through the center
of the va'ley and thence Northerly and out at i's Northern limits; 30x25 miles is its length and h.redth
and with Catherine Creek, the largest tributary of the Grande Ronde. entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the Kast and Willow Creek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val'ey one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affording abundanee of water the » eason round.

The soil of this valley is principally a black, rich losm with clay subsoil. there being atout three
Townships of land having a sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridge, all of which produces excellent in.

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Alfalfa and Clover is large, the cereals ylelding
from 25 to B0 bushel« per acre of Wheat. 40 to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from ¥ to 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa belng cut in one season.

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The producing and export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
year. Besides the production of grain and hay for export, a1\ immense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and smalle fruits, also garden vegetables are raived in great quantities and
marketed in the neighboring sections. Butter and Chee~e in also one of our staple products, Stock
raising is engsed in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farms of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere, stockmen and farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-

. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock. The lands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places can bhe bought at from 815 to 40 per acre, which is comparatively cheap. Maoy large
bodies of landgwned by single individuals and of the best quality cau be had at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several vood farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountaine are covered with timber of the best quality for lumbering purposes and
eanily reached. But little of the timber land has been entered or taken up

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The O. R. & N. R. R. entering the valley at the outhern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest, passes out of the yaliey on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of the valley
for a distance of 14 miles,

The Hunt Railroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T, through
the Blue Mountans to Summerville, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the en-
tire length of the valley through its center to Union, Upon the butlding of this road the valley will
have the best railrosd facilities,

Puget Sound, W. T., is the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or., and the ecities of the
Sornd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the importance of which is evigenced by the building
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Valley, it ¢can be said with-
out fear of contradiction, that no better opportunity is effered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande Ronde Valley and its vicinity. The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing industiies of vearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few. It wiil sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmiog and dairying husiness.
offering in this line advautages not to be found but in very few places. The raising of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an individual here solely in that business at present.

To visiv Grande Ronde Valley snd see it and to investigate its advantages, is to locate here, In no
irstance have people, who have visited this valley given it other than the best of reputation in regard te
climate, soil and averything that goes 1o constitute a gyod country.

The Grande Romde Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mouutains on the northwest. Summerville in the northern
un{il of the valley, Cove abiout midway on the east side, and Vlgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley,

UNION.,

The County Sest of Unlon County, (s situsted In the southern portion of the Fertile Grande Ronde Valley, and has
the best Natural Location for & City of sny town in Enstern Oregon.  Situsted, Just st the base of rolling hills on both
sldes of Catherlue Creek, s beautiful, sparkliug stremn, whose waters are pure as outune ever distilled and held
suspended in her mountain reservoles, furnishing immense waterpower just waitiog to be utiliged by the hand of
man for all kinds of manufeetiriug industries. In fact the water power (s amply sufficient to make Union the Lowell
of Oregon If the attention of her enterprising citlzens were turned (o that direction, which will be the case when new
blood und Eastern capltalists come in.  This (s one of the best places iu oregon for the erection of manufactinrivs

A woolen mill s greatly needed gow, nnd some energetic capltalist who s engaged in such business would ind
heere the chosen spot for such un enterprise, right in the heart of & great wool-growing seotlon of the couutry. No
high frelghts to pay, water-power i abundance, aud in fact everything that such a business would consume s pro-
duced here (o the valley,

The prescut population of Union (s about 1,200, but when the 0. & W. T, rallroad renches here she will douple her
populstion inside of six months, Eager eyes are watching o take advantage of the present low prices in property and
procure for themselves a home where they may lve in peace and plenty. Water works cnn be put fo st very lttle ox

pense by runniug s part of Catherine creek tnto & large reservolr on the hill back of town,  This will give all the full
we wantit—{rom L0 feet np: 0o expense of keeping a steam pump and the necessary repalrs. This mountain stresm
can be, made to run dircetly 1oto the rescrvolr and sl the waste osn be utilized in furnishing power for machinery.
[\\'hm; onee wiater works are completed there will be no need for wolis, springs, ¢te,, for uo purer Jrlukiul{ witer can b
ouna,

Our school facilities sre unsurpassed.  We have in our public school, & High School Grade, The school |s supplied
with every possible convenlence,  Everytbhiug in furuished by our Hbernl banded citizens, wno belleve (4 giving their
children a tirst-class education and that they can be educated in no better way than by heviog s No. 1 sehool gt home,
The wchool nt present is divided juto four compartments, all thoroughly graded, Students on completing the pre
seribed course of study recelve a certificate to that eflect,  An addition to the present school butlding is in contempla
tion, also several hundred doliars worth of apartments is soon o be added,

btnlrnlly and soclally, Union is unexeclled sud ber hoapitality is widely known throughout the surrounding coun
try. We bave four churches, all in s fourlshiug condition. There are six secret socleties, dolng much good to by
mnnil?‘. We have a number of stores of different kinds, all doing a profituble business, ax they supply s great agrioul
tural district aud the numerous mining camps in the vear vicinity,  We are also supplivd with several saloons, bar
bersliops, blacksmithshops, ete., oue principsl botel aud several restaurnnts, so that the most fustidious tastes of the
eplourian can be fully setisfied, We nre sloo supplied with two frst-conse livery and foed stables so that strangers
coming to this town will bave oo trouble Lo procuring & rst-class team aud takiong s delve out {oto the exhillerating
atmosphere aud feasting bis eyes upou the ;[uudu ur of our mouvtain seenery, aud breathing fu the life-givieg exygen
that can be found vowbere so pruee ws in Undon Coupty, Tothe Ewstener, who s not used to mountain FUCLETY, when
first beholding our beantiful locstion, his test snd nvoluntery exclamation is, “Parsdise Fouud st Last.’

Our connty Court House tx woll finishea in r\rr{ particulnr, having s large and commodious hall, amply suffiefent
(o aveommodate suy sod sll andileuaces, T also has 10 connection Jnlf‘hum y the Pauley Hros,, with ll{ thelr Intest
Improveed colly, thus meking things seenr: sgalust the escape of sny prisoners that may  be confined therein. Onir
Opera House is oue of the largest this side of Portlund, with bandsomely decorsted curtalns sud finished (o superb
style, One large snd commodious Flouriug Mill, full roller process, with all modern improvements, is situated sdjoln-
Ing the town,  Alsoseveral saw mills fn the near viclodty e lumbering foterest s bound W become quite W fea
mr«Tiukuur Hnlusllrlh-t. .

aken all dn all, Unton is one of the best towns in Eastern Oregon, Heretofore she has been kept back o MO0
of poor rallroad facilities, but whew the Hunt System of Katlroad is completed into Union, 1ts |lll'llll rvnuukr(‘t: .\l\‘(i‘il‘lll:
developed wud it will tuke lts place smong the thriving clties of our land, We bave one of the lovellest towns in
Uregon, and a fn‘nl deal of weslth Is bery already.  All that is uow nesded (s for people to come and take advauiage
of the great inducements soon tw be thrown st the feet of every euergetio muan possessing either brains or musele,

The pleasuressvker or the Invelid can fiud po better place 1o u:.ﬁ.- AWKY tL.- summer months, Only three miles
Away can be found Hot Springs und Lakes reveling io medics] virtues and curative powers the fumons “Kansas Hot
aprlluﬂn.“ Hheumatism and such complaints .linw:-arluu s by the haud of some magician. Lovers of the plscatorinl
Art will find the besusiinl sparkling waters of Catherine creek alive with the gamy mountain and brook trout, o the
edge of the mountains larger gume inay be found, while out io the valley aloug the Graude Konde river sare Ruese
u; un T"d dtin-kn]m Ihulldalill‘r. llu the thb‘gnm ﬂ.-hll pralrie chickens are guite plentiful, Taking sll these natursl
Advaiinges for pleasure and business, we think people looking for & home can Sod oo plae r
h\'tl"{ “lnl‘h"u‘ h'l»“lhll elty of Unlon. Py ' PINSe uapiring Wi thelr wants

Sinee the muech talked of Huut Kallrosd isan sasured fact, proporty Is begluning to oY
the preseut thme city lots aud blocks sy be had st very rvn-uuf‘hlruln. - . edvance Lo prices, though at

THE UNION REAL ESTATE ASSOCIATION

Now has in its possession tracts of land suitable for small farms, or they could be laid off into blocks.

This asso-

ciation has started in on a firm basis, having within its power the means of handling property to a better adva ntage

than any firm in Union County.
be sold on very reasonable terms or for cash.

They already have numerous tracts adjoining the city; farms, blocks, lots, etc., to

Parties desiring information of Union County can do no better than interview or address the managers of this

WIILSON & HACKETT,

association,

Who will cheerfully furnish them with all the information desired.

UNION, OREGON,
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