e e e e+ e,

——— e S ————

|

IS SITUATED IN THE

Northeastern Portion of the State

AND

COMPRISES ABOUT NINETY TOWNSHIPS

OR ABOUT 2,000,000 ACRES OF LAND.
—

The valleys are of an average elevation of about 2,000 feet above sea level, the highest mountain
peaks being about 6,000 feet un! continually covered with snow, which fornishes a water supply for
numerous streatws the year touml.

THE CLIMATE

18 dry and healthiul, there being a sufficient rainfall to preserve the moisture of the soil and mature
crops. Snow seldom falls to the depth of one foot in the valleys, and never remaing longer then from
two to three weeks at a time,

The mean temperature for the winter months is about 20 degrees above f[reezing point, and for
the suminer months about 70 above zero, the heat of the day being offset by cool nights that ensure
refreshing and invigorating sleep and rest for the fatigued

The winter geason usua.ly beginsabout the first of December and lasta till the middle of February
or first of March, when the husbandman is given an opportunity to prepare for his springs seeding.

From March 18t to July 1st, the monotony of warm and dry weat Rur is broken by frequent showers
of rain furnishing suficient moisture to the ground and temperin the atmosphere so a8 to assure¢ the
farmer an abundant yield.

During the months of July, August and September, which are the harvesting months in this
county, the weather is usualy dry and adap to the successful gathering of crops. Generally
enough rain falls in the auturan months to moisten the ground sufficiently to permit the farmer to
prepare the same for his fall grain.

There is no country in the United States more blessed by a healthfal climate than Union County,
a8 the vigor and enterprise of is Citizens will prove.

The various contagions previlent in nuiay localities are almost wholly unknown here, and are
usually very mild in their attacks wheu they do appear. There hus only been one case of Bmallpox in
Union County since ita settleincnt, and chills and fever are totally unknown. We have no tornadoes
or hurricanes to lny waste the country, destroy property and ihe lives of people, nor blizzards to
freeze the life out of humanity. Nor do we have the fogy and damp atmosphere which is found West
of the Cascade Mountains,

SOIL AND PRODUCTIONS.

There is 1,407,500 Acres of Surveyed Land in the County; the rest is unsurveyed, the unsur-
veyed portion being valuable for Timber, Pasture and abounding in  Mineral Deposits. The valleys
of the County are Grande Ronde, Indian, North Powder, Big Creek, Eagle, Pine and Starkey. The
#0il in these valleys in well adapted to the raising of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Clover and
Alfalfa, Vegetables and Fruits, such as Apples, Plums, Pears, Peaches, Cherries, strawberries, and
in fact all of the smaller varieties grow to pertection,

The yield of Wheat is from 25 to 50 bushels to the acre, Barley from 40 to 70, Oats about the same
as Barley, with exceptions in some localities, when as high as 100 bushels of oats has been raised to
the acre, The Mountains are covered with a Fine Girowth of Timber, consisting of Pine, Tamrack,
Spruce, ete. The most valuable is the Pine, which is used in the lumbering industry, also some of
the larger species of Tamrae, but this class of timber is used chiefly to furnish wood ties, ete., which
is am |Fy sufficient to supply the surrounding country for ages.

e mineral resources of the County are only ’mrtinly developed, but sufficient prospecting and
mining has been done to prove that great ledges of ore interline the mountain sides, which, when
sufficient capital is employed in their development, will be a great factor in the general summary of
t»e wealth of the County. A more detailed account of the Mines and Mineral Resourcesof the

(lounty will be found further on.
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NTOCK RAINSING.

The Assessment Roll of the County

FOR THE YEAR 1888

SHOWS THAT THERE WERE 921,710 HEAD OF HORSENS,

28,123 HEAD OF CATTLE, 55565 HEAD OF SHEEP,

And 5,570 Head of Swine, uhowinﬂ of itself that the County is a great Stock Ralsing Region. Thou-
wands of head of stock are yearly shipped, bringing to the owners thereof a neat profit on sheir invest-
ment. In fact, the stock business has been and still is the most paylng of any io the country and it
bids falr Lo continue to be such for many years to come. ‘The bunch grass growing upoan the hills and
mountaine Is very nutritious, stock fattening in a very short time, ready for market. sually stock has
to be fod hav for from one to two months ducing the winter, but In many places horses will winter upon
the bunch grass and do well, The climate is such that sto k ralsed is of & hardy and healthful charac-
ter, giving to work horses a strong constitution and powerful muscle. =

'FI"M milk cow here attains perfection, Shoep are very healthy and produce heavy fleeces. The
dalrying business in the last few years has developed into a large and profitable one, the country being
specinlly adaptod to the business by reason of the milk producing qualition of the grasses and the ox
cellent rangs, the large quantit o{ bay and giain raised per acre, the healthfulness of animals, the
large water supply and the quick market of Butter and Chesse. The Jersey, Holstine snd Durham are
rapidly taking t?w tl.“ of the common breed of cattle, and dairymen are giving considerable atteation

' wa,
o ‘t;: u"n:mhgfr:-‘ -::ﬁf?:w bs realized per year from a milk cow in this country than lll{ other in the
United States, one inatance being given of a single cow for one year, yielding a net profit to the owne:
of $175 besidea the cal
"l’!ro ereamerigs are in operation at the Cove, in this county, whith make 126,100 pounds of cheene,

worth 14 cents per pound, and 75,00 0 pounds butter, worth 23 cents per pound,

This year & creamery is in operation at La Grande, with what surcess remains to be seen, although
po doubt can be entertained but that it will prove to be a profitable concern,

ITS MINING RESOURCES.

The Mining Districta of Unlon Ccunty are Cornucopla, Sparta and Sanger. Cornucopla District is
in the Esutern portion of the County, and enibraces a vection aboul ten miles square, within which there
are about 80U quarts locations. The formation is graniie and alate; the ledgen running in a Sovthearterly
and Northwesterly direction. The firnt locations were made here in 1884, The quartz contaios Gold and
Siiver, the gold predominating. Some of the lodos are free milling, but they nerally contain base
metal on in consequence wi Itma 10 be treated in reduction works,  Assays have been made of ore from
the different groups, showing an averege yield of from 225 to §l' 0 per ton, When the pr per methdds
are emiployed to work these ledges to the best advantage, Cornucopin will bs considered the New
“Kldorado of the West."

The Or- gon Gold Minlng Company, of Townsville, Ky , is the only company representsd in the dis
tiict. 1t has opened upreveral of 11s ledges, which weie obtained at from 310, 00 Lo §20,000 each, .

The Red Jacket, belonging to this wuun{. ina woll defined ledge, averaging about four fect in
thicknesa and when ltrurf on the lowest tunnel, was found to be a mass of the den metal, This
company has a 40-5tamp Mill ranping night and day ul:un the ore taken from this ledge. Sevea thou
nn:l.!ro hundred pounds u!-tla‘;phlta:‘ were nlt;lumi l.l ¢ first month of this spring operatious, besides
fmme uantities of free gold caught upon the aalgam pans,

Tlnre?:mplrs"l ex, n-: in hull&i p:mwhlmry ‘l'(ﬂd‘:.‘ developmenta, ete., has amounted to over
2300 000, They have the Whitinan, which has & shaft sunk over 1,600 feet and shows botter as the work
progresses; the Alta No. ¥, which ia developed sufficiently (o indicate a well defined ledge of high grade
ore, The present superintendent, Professor Smith, is high y pleaned with the prospect for his company
and predicis a m-onrhuurnule. of Cornucopla. Many other led of the camp with 100 feelL or mor
of development work are showing up well, among which are the Simmons group, mmprlnlnﬂ. the Key
stone, Checkmate, Empire and Buckeye, all situated on the Simmons Mountain and said to the best
group of mines in the camp, »Ino the l{l\n Bell, Little Canine aud Monte Chri-to, situated on the raine
mountain and exirusions of the Simmons ledges, showing same grade and character of ore. The Way
U/p. northeast of Cornucopia, shows some of the richest ore of any in camp and is no doubt an extension
of the Blue Hell and Simmons group. The Union Companion, Last Chan e, Robert Emmel, Forest
Yueen, Red Boy, May l'lounr.&n and Allon, led Cross, The Stoen groupe, Stella, Tiger Boy, Climax
and Queen of the Wost are all sufficlently developed to show them (o be good ledges and contain paying
ore ln great quantities. The Onmnwru or Plns Creek district Is a rich one with an unlimited amount

ore and on! : lacks capital to prove its wonderful richuess. It is destined 1o be one of the richest

itn aperations two years

. ., which
b o Ban Poanciose Company. woes 0,000 per month. These

mines are
h-ym.i-hbdmlw 7.000 and now cleaning up on an average
) mlle of Union, havi - ki
mulnnlmmdhuwun Union and Corn l.pi::i::ﬂlml -:ut g l;:i::n: lh.l:.l.:'ui'
ing

Sparts mines are about eight miles southesst of Sanger and have been worked for the past

r, but quite & number of
twenty years, still yielding large reiurns. O lcate Guod pariag ere & mill la being

=

iy been found which, as far as developea. indicate
1 h:t.::nm returus u: n.pn:d from its work.

AGRICULTURAL INTERESNSTS,

——— NOW TO RETURN TO THE ——

ol nterests of the oy,

THE LARGST MOST FERTILE AND ATTRACTIVE VALLEY OF

Union County is the Famous Grande Ronde

WHOSE BEAUTY IS BECOMING KNOWN

Far and wide, surrounded by lofty mountains upon which seems to rest the blue vault nbove.
Wherever the eye gazes it cannot help being enchanted by our beantifal scenery. This valley embraces
WAL 0 acres of as tine Agricultural Land as can b= found on the Pacific Coast.

The Grande Ronde I iver enters iis boundary on the West and flows Easterly through the cenier
of the valley and thence Northerly and out at i s Northern limits; 30x25 miles i ila length and Lredth
and with Cathyrine Creek, the largsst tributary of the Grande Ronde. entering the valley at the South,
Mill Creek entering at the East a1 d W illow U eek entering at the North, with numerous other small
tributaries, make the Grande Ronde Val ¢y one of the best watered valleys in Oregon, all of the above
named streams affording abundance of water the season round.

The woil of this valley is principaliy a black, rich losm wiih clay subsoil. there being atout three
Townshipa of land having & sandy soil, known as the Sand Ridie, all of which produces excellent graln.

The yield of Wheat, Oats, Barley, Rye, Timothy, Alf Ifa and Clover ia large, the cereals ylolding
from 25 to i 0 burhels per acre of Wheat 4C to 100 for Oats and Barley, and Hay from 2 to 8 tons per acre;
frequently three crops of Alfalfa being cut in one season,

PRODUCTIONS AND EXPORTS.

The producing an? export of grain and hay from this valley is large and growing in quantity each
year. Besides the production of grain and hay for export. an immense quantity of fruits, including Ap-
ples, Plums, Prunes, Pears and swalle fruits, al-o garden vegetables are raised in great quantities and
marketed io the neighboring wections, Butier and Che se is also one of our staple producis. Stock
raising is engagea in largely and profitably; as fine stock may be seen upon the farma of Grande Ronde
Valley as anywhere. stockmen and {farmers always securing the best bred animals for breeding pur-
poses. Taxes are no higher on fine than poor stock. The lands of this valley have all been taken, but
choice places ean te bought at from &15 1o 830 per scre, which is comparatively cheap, Many lasge
bodies of land owned by single individuals and of the best quality can be bad at very reasonable rates,
which could be divided into several vood farms,

TIMBER.

The hills and mountain= are covered with timber of the beat quality for lumbering purposes and
easily reached. But little of the timber lands has been entered or taken up.

RAILROAD FACILITIES.

The 0. R. & N. R. R, entering the valley at the southern portion and following the foothills on the
Southwest. passes out of the valiey on the West, traversing the Southwestern boundary of ihe valley
for a distance of 14 milin,

The Hunt Raiiroad system will be extended during the next year from Wal'a Walla, W. T., through
the Blue Mountans to Summervi le, in the northern portion of the valley and will then traverse the ¢n-
tire length of the valley through {ts center to Univu. Upon the bullding of this road the vailley will
have the best railroad facilities.

Puget Sound, W. T., i3 the terminal point of this line, putting Portand, Or.. and the ecities of the
Sonnd in competition for the trade of the Valley, the impurtance of which is evicenced by the bullding
of this second line of road. In concluding this description of Grande Ronde Vrlley. it can be said with-
oul fear of contradiction, that no better oppo tunity is offered anywnere in the Northwest for the home
seeker or capitalists than in Grande IRonde Valley and its vicinity. The resources of the valley and its
tributary sections will sustain manufacturing indust ies of uvearly every kind, of which we now have
but very few, It will sustain ten times the population it now has in the farmiog and dairying business,
offering in this line advantages uot to be found but in very few places. The raising of thorough bred
stock is a profitable business and there is hardly an individual here solely in that business at present.,

To visit Grande Ronde Valley snd see it and to investizate it« advantages, is to locate here. In no
instance have people, who have visited this valley giv-n it other than the Lestof reputation in regard to
climate, soil and evervthing that goes to constitvte a grod country.

The Grande Ronde Valley has several considerable towns and villages: Union in the southern end
of the valley, La Grande at the base of the mountains on the northwest Summerville in the northern
em} of the valley, Cove about midway on the east side, and Elgin in the extreme northern part of the
valley.
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UNION,

THE GOUNTY SEAT OF UNION COUNTY,

— IS SITUATED IN THE

Southern Portion of the Fertile Grande Ronde Valley,

AND HAS THE BEST NATURAL LOCATION

For a City of any town iu Eastern Oregon.  Silusteo, just at the base of rolling hills ou both sides of Catherl ne Creek,
4 beantifal, sparkling stream, whose waters nre pure ss nature ever distilled and held suspeuded fn ber mountain res-
vevolrs, furnishing immense waterpower just walting to be utilized by the hand of man for wll kinds of muoufsctur
fug ludustries, Lo fact the water power s amply sufficient to make Unfon the Lowell of Oregou if the niteution of ber
cuterprisiug citizens were turned (o that direction, which will be the case when new Llood sud Ksstern capitalists
come in. This is one of the best pluces in oregon for the erection of manufacturivs

A woolen mill Is greatly needed now, and some cuergetic capitalist who s engaged o sueh busluess wounld find

livre the chosen spot for such an enterprise, right in the heart of & great wool-growing section of e country. No
Lilgh frelghts to pay, water-power (o abundauce, aud (o fact every thing that such n busiuess would cousume iy pro-
duced bere 1o the valley,

Ihe prescut population of Union is sbout 1,200, but when the O & W, T. rullrond remches here sbe will dounle her
populntion fnside of six mouths, Euager eyes are walehing w take advantage of the preseut low prives lu property sud
procure for themselves s home wheee they may live ln peace sud plenty, Water works cuu be pil tu sl very Hite ex-
pense by ruuning s part of Cathorine crevk into a lerge reservoir ou the hill back of town, This will give all the full
W want - from L feet up; to expetise of keeplug o steam pump aod the pecessary ropales, This mountaly strenm
can by mide to run direetly lnto the reseevolr aid all the waste can be utilized (u furuishiog power for machioery,
;\ Iu'l.; once water works are completed there will be uo ueed for wells, springs, ete., lor po purer ariukiog water cun be
(H]1REN

Uiir school faellities wre unsurpassed, We have in our publie school, a High School Grade,  The school is supplied
with vvery Jmuilale convewlence,  Everything Is furnished .l‘? our liberal handed cltizeos, wuo belleyve (o giviug their
children s Grst-cluss education snd that they can be educated fo no better way than by baving s So. 1 school st bhome,
I'be school at preseut is divided futo four compartments, ail thoroughly graded, studeuts on com pleting the pre-
scribed course of study recelve u certificate to that effect.  Au addition to the present schioul butlding is (4 countempla-
tion, also severnl hundred dollars worth of apartmonts s soon 1o be sdded,

Moraily and socially, Union is unexoelled aod her hospitality is widely known throughout the surronnding coun-
try. We iave four churches, all iu s fourisilug condition. Toere are six secret societies, dolng much good to by
manity. We have s number of stores of different kinds, all dofog & profitable business. as they supply & grest ngricul
tirul district and the numerous wining comps (o the near vicioity, We are also supplivd with several saloous, bar-
bershops, blacksmithshops, cte.  Uue privcipal hotel snd several rostaurnnts, so that the most fastidious tastes of the
vpleuring can be fully satisficd, We are slso sapplled with two first-class iivery sud feed stables so thal siraugers
vomibg to this town will have ne trouble (o procurinog & Best-clas team sud takiog « deive oul futo the exhillernting
atmonphere sod feastlug his eyes upon the grandenr of onr mountain scenery, and bresthing o the Jife giviag vxygen
tamt can by found vowhicen: so pure ss in Union Connty.  ‘Tothe Esstener, who is not wsed o mountain seenery, wien
fest beboldiug our beastifnl location, bis test snd Involuniaey exclamntion is, ©Parmdise Found st Last

Our county Court House is well injahed in every particulur, bayviong s large snd commodions ball, nmpls suthelent
1o mecommodate auy and sil andicoces, I also bas o conuection m jall bullt by the Pauley Bros, with sli thele latest
Limproveed cells, thos mekiug things secare sgalust the escape of auy prisovers that may be contined thercin,  Uur
tpers House (s one of the luegest this slde of Portland, with bandsomely decorated curtslos sod flatshed fo superh
style,  Une lnrge snd commodious Flonring ML full roller process, withs all modern anprovements, s situsted sdjoin
lug the town,  Also severnl saw mills in the near vieluity. Tohe lumberiog [uterest is Gouud to become gulte o fea
ture fu our lndustrics,

Tukeu all in all, Uniow bs one of the best towns (o Eastern Oregon.  Heretofore she s becn kept back ol soconnt

of poor relirond fecilitios, bul wheth the Huut System of Rallroad Is completed tuto Uniou, (s lateni reaourees will b
desvloped snd it will take (ts place among the thriving citiet of our Lmll. We have one of the loveliest towns iy
vrvgon, and a great deal of wealth is bere alresdy. Al that is now needed i for people 1o come and  take sdva utuge

of the groat Inducvments soou to be thrown st the feet of every encrgetie mun possessiug vither bemine or i use e
Thv pleasire-secker or the invalid can Bod bo bettor place 1o while away the sumwmer mouths  Ouly theee miles
away cal be found Hot Spriugs aud Lakes reveliug in medical virtaes aud ourstive powers the famoiis K stisas Hot
=priogs,” Kbhvumativm and such complaiots dissppeariog as if h[\' the haud of some magiclan. Lovers of the pisestorial
arl will Bud the beauniful sparkling waters of Catbherine ereek alive with the gawy wotutatin sod brook troul. Lo the
vdge of the mountalos larger gaine may be found, while out o the valley along the Grande Romde riyver are gevse
n;nm und dnru-h lu. nl:uudn‘nl-r lu the th;‘lurlm ﬂrlnll prairie chickens are guite plentiful, Tuking sll these oatursl
advauluges for plessure aud busitess, we think people lookiug for @ home cau dud no place siuppl 2
better thinu the L'lulilll ety of Unlon, ¢ SRy PiNying ol thels ‘wasts
siuew the much talked of Huot Kailroad is au sssured fact, property is beglouisg 1o advapee 1o price
e present tme elty lots and blocks may be bhad at very mmu‘a:blu! rates e - 1 prices, thongh. ot
be Unlon Keal Enlate Association now has io lis possession tracts of lsod sultable for smal farms, or they could
b Inid off into blocks.  This associution bas sterted (0 on s frm basis, having withiu its power the meaus of bandling
property to s bettior sdvautuge than suy Grm in Ublon Conuty, They siready bhave pumercus tracts adjuiuiug the
vity; farma, biocks, lots, ete., 1o be sold on very reasutiable terms or for cash
Parties desiring information of Uniou County, can do no better than to interview or address the
managers of this association,

WILSON & HACKETT,

Who will cheerfully furnish thew with all the information deaired,
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