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THE RAILROAD OITLOOK.

The negotiations between the North-
ern Pacific and Union Pacific railroad
companies wherehy they obtain con-
trol of the O. R. & N. Co's. lines have |
been consumaed, 'l'!us arrangement
was entered into for the purpose of
“preventing the reckless building of
branch roads in the Northwest,” and
itis reazonable to suppose that no
branches will be run out from the 0.
R. & N. Co's line at La Grande or any-
where olse. This supposition is con-
firmed when a review of the situstion
is taken. The board of arbi
lected by the Northern Pacifie and
Union Pacific uf
four members reprosenting the North-
ern sl two members representing the
Union Pacifie, leaving the balance of
power with  the Northern Pacific,
which virtually gives it control of the
whole business. Mr, Hunt has an-
nounced that the action of the two
companics above mentioned will not
affect the building of the Oregon &
Washington road into Grande Ronde
valley or other sections, in the Jeust.
This being the ense, iti= not likely, if
the Hunt road is built through this
valley, that the Northerun DPacific
would permit the building of the O, R,
& N, Co's. branch to Wallown from La
Grande, croesing as it would the Hunt
rond which ix one of the Northern's
tost important feeders,

The O, K. & N. Co. are now at work,
or will be at work in a very fow days,
on a branch from La Grande to Island
City, but this cannot be considered its
own work, or a violation of the arbi-
tration contract, as the branch is, in
reality, being constructed by the en-
terprising M, & M. Co,, of Tsland City,
simply to udvance their own interests
and in the hopes of making Island
the trade center of that scetion of the
county. It is safe to say that the
branch will not be extended beyond
that place, This is to be regretted, s
after the first one is built, the more
railroads and branches  of railroads
we have, the better,

The Hunt road, however, is still on
the tapis, with fair prospeets of its be-
ing built through the Grande Ronde
valley, ¢s far as Union, this summer,

tration mse-

companics conrists

* At this writing, as near as we can

ascertain, over $130,000 has been sub-
scribed to the subsidy, and many who
will no Jdoubt subscribe liberally are
yettobe heard from, This road will
be of greater benefit {0 Union eounty
than anything has been herotofore, or
is likely to be for years to come, It is
an opportunity our people eannot af-
ford to let pass, unimproved. Especi-
ally should the people of Wallowa
connty lend their aid and financial as-
sistunce to Mr. Huut in extending the
O, & WHT, rondl across the Blue moun-
taing, for it must be apparent to them
that it is the only gource they can look
to for deliverance from the isolation
and lack of transportation facilities
which their magnificent country is la-
boring under at this time,
e —
AWAKENED FOR A MOMENT,

Tur editor of the Wallowa Chisftain,
wakes up from his lethargy, long
enongh to speak right out like this:

The Beout, editcd by an individ-
ual whe, nccording to his own peoply,
never sees a block beyond his office, is
never so happy as whon  misinterprot-
mg some one elsos words,  Permit us
to say to the Scont, it the editor ean
undersiand English, that the Cuige
raix would like to see such a man as
My, Hunt own and operate s 1ailroad
in the Wallowa valley and that it has
said so through its columns; that o
roud from any company into this coun-
try will be neceptable ; that while wish-
ing Mr. Hunt's road to Union may be
built the wish is not strong enough to
enduce Wallows peaple to subseribe Lo
o subsidy for that purpose; that the
editor of the Crukvrraix is fully as able
to speak for the people of Wallowa
county as the ior of the SBeout;
that it & really too bad the com-
prehension of the Ciugrraiy is not
appreciated by the intelloctual giant of
Grande Rounde valley, and that we
have put crape on our door in con-
sequonce.

We did not “misinterprot”  the
Chieflain's wonds, but copied them
verbatim, more as a sample of the

oditor's acuteness than for any other

purpose. ' We do not wonder  that he

has since become  ashamed of them,

\Wo are glad to note that the editor of !

p Chieftain wonld like to see o rail-
1 built into Wallowa valley, but are

ed at the extraordinary acumen |

splays in trying to get one there.
o thunkful that he really docs
sot 10 o road coming to Union,

sorry that he does not seom to |
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