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 eHR “OF TIMBER.
Precantions ﬂ Knable Wood.
The various kinds of oak, and some
other kinds of timber will shrink more
or less every time the surface is
dressed off, even a small fraction of an
inch. Wheelwrights accustomed to
the work are well aware of this fact,
and a correct appreciation of it en-
ables them to turn out work of a su«
perior character. even of ordinary ma-
terials, by first blocking up the pleces
roughly, then allowing the timber to
season, and afterward working the va-
rious parts by degrees, as the season-
ing process becomes more and
more complete.  White-oak spoke tim-
ber, for instance, may be allowed to re-
main in rough state for half a score of
Yyears under shelter without becoming
seasoned so thoroughly without that
the timber will not shrink after the
spokes have heen dressed out. Care
riage wheels have often been made of
the choicest quality of oak timber
after every spoke has been sea-
soned for severasl years, and, to the
great surprise of the wheelwright,
overy spoke would work in the joints
before the vehicle had been run threa
months. The defect in such instances
could unot be attributed to inferior
timber, nor to perfunctory workmun-
ship; but simply to this one circum-
stance—that the parts of the wheal
were put together before the timber
hag coased to shrink. To prove that
the best quality of oak will shrink
after a spoke has beon dressed out, let
& tenon be made on one end and be
driven Immediately into a mortise;
after a fow days' exposure In a warm
workshop the spokes may be with.
drawn with littie diffloulty. The same
fact will hold good in the manufacture
wof wood work of any kind where onk
is employed for tenons. In order to
anake joints that will never start, the
ploce on which the tenons are mada
should be dressed several times, until
the shrinking has ceased. Then let
the tenons be made. After these have
shrunk, while exposed in the drying
influences of & warm workshop, the
spokes or other parts may be driven
dn their respective places, with the
assurance, especially if they are dipped
in oll paint previous to driving, that
the timber will shrink no more —
Woodworker.

i HABITS OF FLIES.
Interesting Facls About Two Loathsome
q Members of the Famlily.

! The horse-fly is the most cruel and
bloodthirsty of the entire family. He
s armed with a most formidable weup-
on, which consists of four lancots, so
sharp and strong that they will pene-
trate leather. When not in use they
are nicely folded away in a sucker.
He makes his uppearance in June, and
aay often be seen in the vicinity of
smull streams of water, He is said to
subsist in part upon an alry diet, and
10 puss his lifo harmlessly. Notso the
female, for she is armed with six lun-
oets, with which she bleeds both eattle
and horses, and even human belngs,
She lnys hor eggs in moist places, and
after thoy are hatched into footless
maggots, they make all necossary jours
neys by stretehing nnd closing thoe sog-
ments of their bodies, their hewds be-
ing supplied by two hooks by which
thoy got thelr food. In process of time
this muggot goes down into molist
earth, whaere It roposes for some woeks,
after which it bursts the pupa case,
and comes forth a large black Ay,
armed und equipped like (s predoces-
sOrs,

The sewer and cosspool fly resemble
enoh other in thelr habits, with u sin-
gle exception — the former lives in
olesner wator and has a less compli-
oated apparatus.  The femalo lays her
eggs whore they may be reached by
the filthy fluid. The young are scon
hatched, and may be scen floating on
the water nnd tuking in all its bad
qualities; they die if placod in clean
water. They dart swiftly about and
go down for the space of o minute, bug
are obliged to riso to breathe. In the
course of time they seok a dry place,
and after their wings have grown,
emorge rogular flies like thelr parents,
ready to vepeat thele filthy but useful
work. We cun form only a vague idea
how grently we are indebted to theso
loathsome insocts us scavengers, — Cor,
Country Gentleman,

——

Pun?.hln‘ Chinese Gods.

A curious case of punishing the gods
s reported by the last mall from Foo-
ohow. The ldols of & certain temple
in that ety were those appealed to by
porsons who desired to be revenged on
their enemios. They were supposed
10 cause death to those ngainst whom
prayers to them wero directed. Re-
coently the Tartar military commuander
died suddenly, and¢he Idea got abroad
among the people that ho had been
sluln by 1he idols In question. The
Viceroy of the provinee hearing this
&t once guve orders that they wore to
be arrestcd and punished. The pre-
foot was lostructod 10 soo the decreo
oarried out, and, armed with the Vice-
roy's warrant, he went 1o the temple
and had fifteen idols arrestod, These
were of wood and nbout five feot high,
Before belng brought for judgment be-
fore the profoct thoir eyes wore all put
©out so that they should not see who
was thelr judge snd be able to trouble
him elthor bere or hercaftor. Aftor
& full lnvestigation a report was sont
to the Vieeroy, who gave orders that
the idols shoukd be beheaded, their
bodies cast into & pond and thelr tom-
sestlod up forever 1o prevent thom
ibling the poace of the wwn

I futire, — Londom Globe.

—A woman's “shoo” 1is generally
dess efiolont Lo soaring hens out of &
thau & wan's LOOL — Zime

MISCELLANEO

~Tt is said that a fir s standing in the
Kanich Valley, Nevada, which meas-
ures fifty-cight feet in ciroumference
seven feot from the ground.

~=A South Carolina man attempted
to pawna horse, and was surprised
when “his uncle™ told him that he
didn’t like securities that could walk
away.

—A Michigan man, indigginga well,
struck a  »in of water which he
thought contained mineral properties,
and was disgusted to find that he had

tapped & sewor.
~The five great continental powers

of Eurape now have 12,000,000 men un-
der arms, notto mention the naval
armements, nlmost double in size the
whole sen fighting foree of the world
twently years ago.

~The citizens of Dijon boast that
have the oldest poplar in France, but
Just how old it is no one knows, It s
122 feet high, forty-five feet in circum-
ference at the base, and twenty-threoe
feet in cireumference fifteon feet from
the hase,

— At the great steel works in Cleve-
land, O., a large electro-magnet is
used, suspended from a crane, to pick
up iron or steel bars and billets. 1t
will take up 800 pounds, and as soon ns
the electric current is turned off after
moving the load, will drop it in the
proper place, thus doing the work of a
gang of men,

—Kentueky is ns famous for its wide-
apread and critical knowledge of the
Bible as for its sensative appreciation
ol red-eyo. The newspapers down
there are many of them daily com-
mentaries. Here is a sample para-
graph from the Scottsville Sentinel:
“Milk makes most people bilious, and
honey gives most people the colie,
Therefore a land flowing with milk
and honey is not as desirable as one
dripplug with tree molasses and flour
butter-cakes.”

~—The first attempt to record a public
speech by means of the phonograph
was made at a politieal rally in New
York recently, A funnel seven feet
long was placed in front of the plat-
form, connecting with the transmitter
of the phonograph. After the' meet-
ing the instrument was testod, and the
axperiment found to have been entirely
successful, the speaker's volce being
heard as distinetly as in the original
nddress, together with sounds of the
applause and musie.

~The following aneodote s related
of President Lincoln: One evening
Mrs. Lincoln swept, magnificently
dressed, into the library whoere the
President was waiting to escort her
into  the brilliant  reception-parlor.
Her dress had o very long teain, and
was cut low at the neck. Lincoln was
standing with his back to the fire when
his wife entered. *“Whew!"" sald old
Abe, “What a long tall our cat has to-
night!” Mprs. Lincoln made no answer,
and the President continued: *Say,
mother, don’t you think it would be
better if some of our cat's tail was

around her neck ™
————  ———

"  TWO MEN AT DINNER.

Difference Betwesn an Englishman and s
- Fronchmnn ut u Tuble d'Hote.}

“The Englshman is big, square, red,
hairy. He has breakfusted at nine
o'clock and walked all day with a few
minutes’ vest for lunch. He culls for
champagne sec.  Ho guzzles the soup;
ha does not taste it. He drenches the
fish in some bluck English sauce, and
sends it aftor the soup. In regular
order follow ronst and vegotable and
gumo.  But whother tough or tender,
coolod to a turn or burned to a erisp,
your Englishman knows little and earos
loss,  He continues to soak everything
with the dark sauce, augmented by
mustard and black pepper. The des-
sort finds him slightly congested, but--
full. He is now going tostuf? his short,
brinrwood pipe with black tobaceo, and
enjoy it betweon sips of the more than
questionable coffeo, and he will round
off witha B, & 8. And when ha men-
tions the hotel to-morrow, or the day
aflter to-morrow, to the traveling
women of his country, ns he meots
them all along the route, he will bol-
low forth: “Very nice table, indeed,
at that place!  (For this is always
tholr subject of conversation).

“But the poor Frenchman! He is
sallow; he will soon be bald; his white
teeth are miracles of thedentist's sklll,
One discerns his  flabby muscles be-
nesth the fine eloth of his fashionable
cont. He has placod his monocle in
the cornor of his eye to read the earte
which he holds gingerly in one fustidi-
ous hand-—a hand which is skilled
onough with the sword or the pistol,
but which has never fu his life struck a
blow from the shoulder, Through the
day ho has probably driven in s car-
ringe to some view of interest—he hus
smoked countloss clgurettes—he s not
hungry. He finds the menu impossible
from the first glance. He foresoes the
watery soup in which will be floating
squares of vague paste. The fish may
be fresh, tho sauce served with it will
be nauseating! The beef will be done
to death, the capon a skeleton and
burnt into the bargain, The waitor has
& tiresomo and disgusting habit of in-
troducing his abominable thumb into
the dishes ho places on the wble! The
poople opposite make a frightful nolse
as thoy eat!  The knives and forks are
black! Your Frenchman nibblos a bit
of choeso and maolstens it with a red
poison laboled Saint Jullen. He loaves
the table thinking with a sigh of the
Cafo Auglais. He lights another clgar
otte. He wonders whon he will begip
o suffer from that eplgustrio burning
to which his physician has given the
coguettish vame of pyrosis. Zum!
Blank!" ho says, ‘what n moss!'

“Now will you aflirm that those two
men have vaton the same dinnor?  But
She woenu was the samel —Jurks Letlcr,

IMAGINARY ILLS,
The Treaiment of Hypochondrines bh-’
cunsed by a Physiclan, |
8o many people are hypochrondriacs |
that a physician expects to find one-
third of his patients laboring under
Imaginary ills. It is easy for people |
to exnggerate symptoms, and by giving
themselves into the hands of quacks,
become confirmed vietims of supposed
ill henlth. What is not at all unusual
is to find physicians who have become
thoroughly hypoed. Many of them
with great reputation af®l a large
practice and capable of diagnosing any
case become cranks concerning their
own heulth. They exaggerate the
slightest symptoms into dangerous
cases nnd believe they have chronio
troubles when they would know that,
in a patient, it would be but a slight
indisposition. Most physicians are
not competent to treat themselves, amd
many of them are confirmed hypochons
drines. Medieal students begin early
to imagine themselves afMicted with
the various diseases which they are
studying. 1 remember when at eollege
[ had & room-mate who became thor-
oughly hypoed after entering the
course.  One day he caught a cold and
that night suddenly informed me he
believed he was going to die, as he
wis certain he was affiicted with a
most malignant fever which he had
been studying that day. 1 went imme-
diately for one of the professors, and he
not belng in I had another coma.  The
second understood the cnse at once and
gave my fricgg dome simple remedy,
and, later, tue first came, and he,
wishing to give the young man a les-
son, had me adwinister o liberal dosae
of ipecac, This mude him very sick,
but cured him of the malignant fever.
A long-discussed question among the
medical fraterpity is whoether a physi-
cian should lhumor a hypochondriae
anid ostensibly treat him as if he were
sick, or, on the other hand, to try to
disubuse his mind of his folly. One of
the professors of a college put it to the
class in this way: *If when you are
called in to n patient you find him suf-|
fering imaginary ills, and you tell him
80 instoad of humoring and apparently
curing him. . yvou Jose a client who
when he ay be sick will not call you
in because he has no confidence in
your ability. You thus lose practice
and a chaonce to do good when the real
necossity arises; besides by humoring |
the man ¢ou do no harm, for he will
oall in some other physician, who will
do exactly what you could have done
yoursell." This argument has doubt-
less cauyed many physicians to treat
hypochendrines according to their
fancy. The professor who followed
the other one in the class heard of his
predocossor’'s advice and was very in-|
dignant, saying that n physic¢ian should
be truo to his profession and treat
every patient ns he finds him, not in-
ercasing the number of hypochon- |
driacs in the world by encouraging the
natura! human tendency in that direc- |
tion.—Dr. I. B. Bruce, in St. Louts

Glolie- Deanoorat,
- - —

TIMBER CULTURE.

What Lands on the Farm to Devote to
the Planting of Troes,

While the great mass of our farmers
admit the necessity of timber eulti-
vated in n goneral and systematic way,
but few on this side of the trecless
plains are ready to give up to this
work their best cultivated flelds.
Timber plunting is an investmont from
which we can not hope to realize any
thing for a considerable length of
time,  Comparatively fow farmers are
able to give up the regular annual in- |
comes  that they realize frora common
farm crops, no matter how profitable
the timber crop promises to be,

Fortunately it i8 not necessary for |
thom to mnko such sacrifices, as s rule,
There are few faurms east of the preat
plains thev do not contain more or less
waste land. Such lands often prove
admirably adapted to troe growing.
Many of the murshes and lowlands
lying along our rivers that ave periodi-
cally overflowed will yield fine growths [
of such varieties of timber as wre natur- |
ally ndapted to such lands, The swales |
on many furms, small swamps, rough,
rocky, hilly, uneven lands, that are al-
mast worthless for crops, the vast,
sandy stretches along our seabourds —
all such lunds judiciously planted will
grow good crops of timber and ought to
be re-timbered. The farmer who has
such lands within his boundary lines
may sturt o forest without great ex-
pense. A pleco of ground must be
rocky Indead that trees osn not be
grown upon, Nor does a plantation
roquire vory rvich soll. Of course light,
sandy eurth will not throw up a rank,
rapid timber growth, but such liguds can
be made to pay, nevertheless,

Some of the flnest natural gruw!.h|
timbor is found along the steep sides
and tn;?n of ledges und among huge
bowlders that nearly cover the ground,
Such lands ure planted in Eogland by
digging holos here snd there whoere-
over the chanoe s afforded among the
rocks, and carefully planting such
troes as ure desired. We have many
lessons to learn in this line, and as our
country bocomes more thickly settled
it will be necessary forus to economize
in space and utilize all such rough bits
of surface just as they have loog been
obliged to do in tho countrics meross
tho sea,

On the trecless plains of the West a
few neres of the best land s not be-
grudged the forest plantation. It be-
comes then more & question of outlay
of labor und of capital for seed and
troes. The question of location is not
with regurd to the economy or value
of lund as muoch as it is for the protec-
tion that the timber will afford the
yards, stablos and dwellings.— W, ./
Beynten, i Farm eand How:,

| remarked a certain author 1o a lady.

| by right."  Editor

U Now, do let me proposa you as a

Clow, there's not & man in the elub that

! cometery,

| bsan ad Work,

PUNGENT PARAGRAPHS. |

~—Chaussier dried a man in a kiln
and there resulted only twelve pounds
of solid matter.

~—An experiment recently made (n
Seotland proves that the tortoise can
walk a mile in four hours.

—Telephones are great convenience,
and yet people are all the time talking
against them.— Yonkers Statesman,

—A traveling man remarks that any
fellow who makes love to a widow is
literally courting danger.—Merchant
Traveler,

—*1 wish I could sell all I write,"

“There are those," replied his com-
panion, sweetly, “who say you can't

| write all you sell.”— Life.

~*Mrs. Barkley, are you familinr
with ‘Songs without Words?' ' ++(), yes, |

quite. Me. Barkley frequently sings
them when he eomes home in the |
morning."" — Terre Haute Express,

—A Brooklyn man intends to start a
goat farm, which he thinks will bring
him #10.80 per day. He will stock it
with seventy-five gonts, and as the or-
dinary gout will give three pints of
milk a day, he ealenlates upon ninety
quarts perday at twelve to fifteen cents
aquart

-One of the leading Amerlocan enl-
leges has resolved to dispense with a
“class yell” next year. An institution
of laarning that will thus aim a deadly
blow at the higher eduecation of our
youth doesn’t deserve the patronage of
the American people. Football may
go next. —Norristown Herald,

-“You should have counted on the |
expense of married life bafora you i

|

sntered upon it," said the young hus-
band's friend; “it was only a question
of common sense and reason that you
should have exercised." *“Common
sonse and reason?'’ echoed the youth- |
ful benedict; “why, I was in love!" |
—Chicage (Flobe.

—Railroad Supbrintendent—Any of
the passenger cAra need repairing?”
Head Examiner—*Yes, sir; No. 306 1is
in very bad shape: ought to o to the
shop at once.™  “What's the matter?"”
“*Twa of the windows are so looss that |
any ordinury man can raise them, sir.”
— Time.

~Two vagrants called on a kind lady
in the suburbs of New York. +To
which of you two shall I give this
nickel?” she asked. First tramp—
“Give it to him, madam. He has pur-
chased the route from me, and I am
Just taking him around to introduce
him to the customers."— Tezas Siftings.

—Not Used to Traveling, —Stranger
(at hotel bar)—+*Best whisky, please.'
Bartender (severely)—This is a pro-

hibition town, sir' Stranger—:Ah,
excuse me." (moving away.) Bar-
tender (exeitedly) — “Great  Scott,

stranger, baven't you sense enough to
get sick = Drake's Magazine.

-Editor Society Journal (to repor-
tor)—Mr. Jinks, the directors have
ordered ma to raise your salary. Yon
bring in more sogiety scandal than all
the other reporters put together.'

Jinks —Thank you. The advance will
be handed over to my wife. 1t is hers
“How s0?" Jinks
—*She is the secretury of the ladies’
anti-gossip club."'—Carioon.

—A  gentleman who has recently
aken up Fronch, and who loses no op-
portunity of airing the little knowledge
he has thus far acquired of that lan- |
gunge by translating and pronouncing |
such words and phrases as his friends
might enceunter in his presence, was
thus nddressed by an  acquaintunce:
“If you only knew as mueh English ns
you do French, what o success you
would bo!"~-Teras Siftings.

CLUMSY DIRECTNESS.

The Mosi Common Way of Glving Offonse
In an Unconsclous Way.

Some people wre porpetually giving

offense In the most unconscious way.

member,” says Smith.  “But suppose
they blackball me?' peplies Brown.
“Pooh! Abwurd! Why, my dear fel-
knows you even!” A lady very de-
sirous of concenling the awful fact that |
sho is the same age as her husband,
obscrved to n visitor:  **My husband is
forty; there are just five years between
us.'" *Is it possible?”’ was the unguard-
ed reply of her friend. *1 give youmy
word, you look as young as he does.”
As unexpectod must have been the pe-
ply of the lhusband whose wife said:
“You have never taken me to the
“No, dear,” he answered;
thut is a pleasure I have yet in antici-
pation.”” It is related of a portreait
painter that, having recently painted
the porteait of a lady, a eritic who had
just droppod in to see what was going
on in the studio, exclaimed: It is
very nicely painted; but why do you
tako such an ugly model?” It is my
mother, ' calmly repliod the artist, (),
pardon, & thousand times!” from the
eritie in groat confusion, *1 ought to
have perccived it. She resemblos you
completely,"  On a similar occasion, a
facetivus friend, inspecting a portrait,
sald to the nrtist: “*And this is Tom
Smith, is it? Dear, dear! And I re-
member him, such a handsome, jolly-
looking chap & month ago. Dear, doear!
From the following, it would seem that

thoe ceremonious Orientals are not
above murring their politencss by au
soensional speech apropos of the sub-
Joot lu hand. Some European ladies,
passing through Constantinople, paida
visit to s cortain high Turkish function-
ary. The host offored them refreshments
Including n variety of swoolmeats, al-
WAYS nking care to give one of the
ladies double the quantity he gave o
tho others.  Fiasttored by this marked
attention, she put the question, through
the interpreter: “Why do you serve
me more liberally than the rest?”
""-w'-uu..r)nl” have a larger mouth.'
was the straightforward reply. — Uhris

DOING UP LACE-CURTAINS.

Valuable Suggestions o: a Most Importan
Honsehold Tople.
this

Once thoroughly understood
work is as easily accomplished as any
gimple washing. After taking the cur-
tains down shake out the dust careful-
Iy, 80 88 to avoid tearing the material;
then spread them out on two lines near
together, and brush them gently with
a soft feather duster; this will remove
all the dust that can be got off. Now
have ready a tub half full of tepid
water, to which two tablespoonfuls of
liguid amymonia has been added (this
comes put up in bottles ready for use,
und is ealled, I think, household am-
monin). Place the curtains in this
water and allow them to remain some
filteen or twenty minutes, turning them
over carefully every minute or two
and squeezing with the hands. This
process will loosen all the divt, nfier
which squecze out as dry as possible,
but be very, very careful lest the
meshes of the lace be broken. Have
ready nanother tub containing water
prepared as before, and place the cur-
tains immediately in it, one at a time,
allowing them to sounk until all are
washed. It will need three waters if
the curtains are much soiled, but the
water will decide this; should it be very
much discolored, use different watoers
until the last from which they were
tauken looks clear. Ammonia in the
first two waters will be sufficient un-
less the curtains are very gray and
smoky. Next, place them in a coarse

I]-lilm\'-crmn and scald in elean soap-

suds (not very strong), for a few min-
utes, Use pure white soap. and let
the water bo only blood warm when
they are first put in: allow them to
come 1o a bolling heat, and then rinse
thoroughly in two eclear waters, the
last of which should be blued, and
then starch in thin boiled starch which

| must bo made very blue, as lace when

hung up sgainst the light does not ap-
pear blue,

The blood-warm water and starch
should bu strained, that no particle of
bluing may settle on the ecurtains,
After sealding, take the curtning from
the boiler and rinse thoroughly, but
with & gentle hand, until all suds are
out. Then wring or squeeze out and
put through the bluing water: wring
out from that and prepare to streteh
and pin out smoothly, to the original
length and width. ‘This must be done
while the curtains are wet, as the lace
ean not be stretched when dey. The
whole process of washing, rinsing,
sealding and drying should be done as
quickly und thoroughly us possible, as
no other cotton materinl shrinks so
casily.

Although many pin a clean sheet on
to a carpet and pin the curtain on to
the sheet while deying, I consider it a
much better and eusier way to keap on
hand four steips ot thin boards about
threa inches wide, made similar to
quilting frames, with holes at suitable
distances 1o increase or diminish the
length and breadth to suit the size of
the curtains. Have strong  wooden

! pins put through the holes to fasten the

frames strongly together; tnek wide
tape or selvage odges of cloth the
whole length of the frame, then place
them on chairs, so that they will stand
firm und steady, outof doors on a stili,
bright, sunuy day, and pin or basta the
curtnins to the tape, pulling out and
fastening every point in the lnee.

Before wetting the curtains mensura
the length and breadth and mark it on
the frume on which they are to bhe
drivd,  After washing, fusten at both
ends first and then streteh to mateh
the measure,  Curtains thus stretched
dry very quickly in the sun, and if well
rinsed and free from soap several can
ba dried at the same time.  Instead of
tacking on the strips of eloth or tape,
it small-sized galvanized hooks were
used the work could be greatly facili-
tuted, and the curtaing be caught on to
these hooks while deving, Curtains
wasfied in the mannper desceribed look
much better than when done at the
laundry, and last u great deal longer,
which is quite an object to be consid-
ered. —Portland Transeript,

- - —

An Artificial Silk-Worm.

“It is by no meuns impossible," said
& Paterson silk manufucturer, *that
artificial silk may sometime repluce
the product of the silk-worms' lnbor,
That, of course, is only a possibility,
and not a probability, but it is \’vt"\'
probable that arvtificial methods will

replace the tedious nand expensive
means now employed to utilize the
worms. It has for some time been

known that worn-out silken fabrics Can
be utilized by putting them in a chem-
ieal bath which separates foreign sub-
stances from the silk itself, and BuvVes
the latter in 4 solution. This solution
can be respun or used to plate othep
thread. Now, as | learn from France,
Dr. Chardonne. of that country, has
succesded in making a purely ul"Eltiviul
silk. He mukes a solution of nitro-
collulose, alcohol, ether, ferrous chlo-
ride and tannie acid. in nicely-caleulat-
ed proportions, and runs it from o ros-
ervolr through an exvendingly
hole into a buth of water,
with one-hall of per
mono-hydreated nitrle scld
hardens in the water, and is dried in
hot nir. 1 is suid that the thrond can
be readily dried, but I do not know
what other valuable qualities it hes."
—N. Y. Mail ami Express,
——, i ——e

Not Very Complimentary,

minuta
neldulated
cent. of
The fluid

O

Politician Why is it, Uncle Mose,
that appear on the stree!
you dodge around the corner?

Uncle Mose--Bekago de good hook
says e shan der 'pearance ob sbil.—
Teaas & ilusga, s

whenever |

PEOPLE BURIEBD ALIVE.
The Awfal Story of » R@geian Peassnt
Woman's Fat

In Russia people are oftener than
elsewhere condemned—unintentionally,
of course—to that most gruesome of
all deaths, of which E. A. Poe had
such unfeigned horror—burial alive,
But the ecircumstances accompanying
this frightful tortue are seldom so
characteristic or so horrible as in the
ease of the wife of a peasant in the
government of Volhynia, on the borders
of Austrin, who, according to the local
journal, Volhynia, was lately buried in
a comatose state. She was expocting
s0on 10 become a mother at the time of
her supposed death. After the “corpse”
had been kept the usual time, the par-
ish priest, Konstantinoff, recited the
prayers of the burial service in the
church-yard; the widower cast three
handfuls of earth on the coffin, and all
departed except the grave-diggers, In
filling up the grave the latter shoveled
in an unusually large sod of hard earth,
which struck the coffin with a loud
noise. and woke up the unfortunate
woman from her sleep. The horror of
her position at once dawned upon her.
She eried out in most piteous tones to
the grave-digeers to rescue her from a
horrible death. She solemnly prome-
ised them anll her property if they
would take her from the grave and
coffin. The more she cried and en-
treated, the more strenuous were their
endeavors to fill the grave: and on
leaving the church-yard, when their
work wns done, they still heard her
cries and moans.

The grave-diggers then hurried off
to her husband who was surrounded
with guests, drinking to the memory
of the deceased. Having related what
had taken place, the matter was dis-
cussad by the guestsand the neighbors,
who soon came rushing in, and it was
finally resolved nem. con. that an evil
spirit had tnken possession of the de-
ceased, and that, in order to prevent
her walking at night and disturbing
the people, it was absolutely necessary
to disinter her and drive an aspen
stake through her body. The hushand
sent a deputation to the priest, asking
permission to disinter the body and
perform this superstitions rite deemed
necessary in all such cases. The priest,
horrified, hurried off to the church-
yard, and had the body disinterred in
the hope of saving a life, but super-
stition had already got its vietim—thae
woman was dead, but unmistakable
signs showed she had struggled hard
to escape from the most horrible death
the human mind can conceive.—Pall
Mall Guazelte,
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AN ANCIENT REPUBLIC.
Facts About Andorre, the Smallest of All
Commonwealths.

This, perhaps, the smallest of all na-
tionalities, is remarkable for its long
lease of life.  Its greatest length is un-
der thirty miles, its greatest breadth ia
under twenty: and when “*Historin de

la Republicn  d"Andorre’ was pub-
lished, in 18435, the population was
under 8,000, It is marvelous *while

nearly all the charters, prior to the
middle age of the German and Italinn pe-
publics, have disappeared, the original
charters of this republic have remained
ulmost unsuspected in its Pyrenean
archives for more than a thousand
years,”™  The first ¢redited tradition of
Aundorre dates from 778, and the first
written charter, which is still known
to exist, from 801.  The war of Andor-
rian independence lasted for 400 years,
| and their Bill of Rights was obtained
ut its close in 1278, To give somewhag
of an idea of the primitive character of
this nevertheless sturdy nation, the
Talker finds the following, deseriptive
of thelr judicial tribunal:  *Five times
& year, on the occurrence of some groat
fostival of the Church, the four-and-
twanty representative oligarchs assem-
ble at the village which courtesy desig-
nates the capital, to deliberate on pub-
liec affuirs. Each of the twenty-four
councillors arrives on horsebuck, and
a nutional stable with twenty-four
stalls is prepured. Each logislator,
with his own patrician hands, puts up
his respective horse, attends divine
service in a chapel attached to the
chamber of deliboration, exchanges his
peasant’s  dress for the stateliest cos-
tume, shoots partridges and phessants
In summer, hunts bears and wolves in
autumn and winter, feasts by night
with a kind of Cyeclopic sumptuousness,
pusses few laws, and eflectuates no re-
forms.”" The Andorrian religion is a
curious admixture of worship and
pleasure, but in these regards is not
widely different from the practices of
other countries. On some saint's day,
sacred in their calendar, the people
congregate at a lonely spot, where a
chapel opens for o brief mass on each
unuiversury of its patron. The remain-
der of the day is given up to duncing, a
recreation of which the Aundorians ure
fonder oven than their neighbors, and
which it is no hard thing for them to
get up, even without a saint's day, A
green sward, a eclear moonlight, a
balmy air, and the falling fragrance of
a mid-summer night's dew, arm sufi-
cient incidents. The chief dance of
the people, termed the “val d'Ap-
dorre,” is awkward l'nl'lll..'h- but pecu-
lar to the commonwealth, and reputed
to have been in vogue in the days of

Charlemngne. — Christian at Work.
— . —

A Husband's Generosity.

“To-morrow, Maria. will be your
birthday, and | want to give you somae
sppropriste present. What shall it
ba?

“*Whatever your
suggest, John,"

(Next day.) **Maria, you know how
your poor back has suffered ft'\l.lll pulle
ing off my boots in the evening. It

kind heart may

will not suffer any more, my love,
See! | have brought you a nice new

bootjuck which I will use herenfics iu-
stoud.''— Chicage Triowic,

" |



