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FOREIGN GOSSIP.

—PBrazil graduated her first female
physician a short time ago.

—Austria now has 380 meteorolgical
etations, no less than nine being in
Viennaalone.

—The jewelry trade in Birmingham,
England, affords occupation to over
fourteen thousand people.

—Immense numbers of stoats and
weasels are imposted into New Zea-
Iand, in order that they may destroy
the rabbits which are a pest in that
country.

—It iz & that the shores of France
are inkin®at the rate of seven feet a
century, and that in about twenty cent-
uries the French capital will become
entirely submerged.

—The minister of mines in Vietoria,

Auvstralin, Mr. Gillies, has caleulated
that Australian gold to the value of
£2.710.,613 was mined lust year, at an
expense of £2,985,680, The profit in
ghld mining is as small as the profit
in other things.
i The English farmers have turned
agninst the sparrows ns a pest to agri-
culture, and are offering rewards for
their destruction. It is asserted that
these vicious birds cause a loss to agri-
cultural Engluand of more than forty
miilion dollars per year.

—The managers of the Sheffield (En-
gland) free library have adopted, in
the interest of the publie health, the
plan of fumigating their books, ulter
they have been out, for fifteen minutes
with carbolic acid &t a temperature of
150 to 200 deg.

— Regulations have been established
in the coffeo distriets in Guatemala by
which farmers are required to build
furnaces on their lands, and, whenever
a signal is given to indieate the dan-
ger of frost, to light in them fires of

r, pitch or other substance likely to
Krn‘.{u # great smoke and keep away
the frost,

—Near the Ponte Fabricio in Rome
the river-bod has yielded a groat
quantity of terra-cotta busts, many
of which have openings and show
within rade representations of the
lungs, heart, ete. They are consid-
ered dedieatory gilts in thanks for a
return to health, perhaps once placed
in a templa of Apollo.

—The (zermans recently attempted a
“minor mobilization" experiment near
Meotz.  The eailroad station-master re-
coived at one o'clock an order to pre-
pare coffee for 2,800 men at four
o'clock, and a dinner for the same
number at (:30. At one o'clock 2,800
men came in, had their coffee, und took
the train for another station, and at
6:30 the next 2,800 promptly appeared,
dined and went to the next station,
where they had coffee, aud both
parties returned to thelr quarters the

l next morning.  The attempt was high-

1y suceaessiul.

—The Empross Eugenie has expend-
od £100,000 o the mausoleum at Fain-
borough. Kent, England. The building
of Bath and Portland
stone, in the French Renanissance style,
and it s surmounted by
cupoln, which is o consplenous ohjoct
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AMERICAN POTTERY.

Why It Is Inferior to the Doultons, Dres-
denis wnd Gohelin,

For some reason which can not be
satisfactorily explained, American art
pottery does not possess that peculine
mark of jh‘i’fl-l'linu which make certain
brands of imported ware valuable. In
the matter of chinaware for use, the
difference in the decoration ean not be
discerned by the ordinary observer, for
mind you we have some very fine
decoputod ware in this country; but to
the knowing man the defects of
American  pottery g easily distin-
guished. Fuctories in the
imported  cluy and arctisans  from
Eurape, and yot the famons Doulton,
Devhy, Gobelin and other ware could
not be counterfeited to deceive
the educated. It ean only be suid that
it wus a lack of skill which mude the
experiment o failure,  This has given
the Dresden and other imported wares
their high values, for il something
fuimilnble can be made it will natur-

=0 ns

ally command s premium.  How-
ever, Ameviean pottery s coming
to the front in special lines where
there  is  orviginality. The great
defoet i3 and  has alwavs  been

in the polishing or veneering, which is
s0 perfect and flawless in imported
American polish has
flaws nnd slight eracks in the surface
which detenets from the decorstion
and displays its origin o the connois-
You may not huve known what
whon noticed It Take o
instance. of American muake
if there nre not little broeuks or
witlts an the This shows
makers have not mastered the
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| NEW YORK'S RODENTS.
How and Where the Countleas Millions of
Gotham's Hats Live.

“Manhattan Island,” said a native
who is an infallible authority on all
things. in New (and old) York, *‘is in-
habited by 100,000,000 ereatures, most-
ly rats.” Rat balting contests are of
frequent occurrence in all Eastern
cities. Harry Jennings, the celebrated
rat catchor and dog fancier of this
city, says that the Now York rat is the
largest and strongest of the spocias
and the best fighter. He says that he
could select fifty rats out of the cellars
which he visits daily that would give
the best dog in the world a hard fight.
He thinks that the Scotch terrier is the
best rat dog. The black and tan is
fully as= quick but not so strong. The
Dachshund, a short-legged, ungainly
creature, i stronger than either and
slower. Their strong jaws end the
life of the rat so easily that it robs the
sport of its interest, The genuine
Gotham rodent has still a few retiring
habits, and prefers seoret haunts, like
n hermit, but he certainly believes in
fearless publicity. You meet more
rats in the open streets of New York
than you will find in London, or even
in Paris or Amsterdam, the paradise
of the race.

The miles of riverside accommoda-
tion in and around New York afford
luxurious board and lodging for our
nimble fellow-citizens. Between the
rock and soil, and the pier piles the rat
colony Hourish and keep up the popu-
lation, They intermarry just like
other natives, and the infusion of
foreign blood has helped to develop
the rare Intellectual qualities of the
Empire City rat. Each river and
| canal boat that goes up the country
in spring carries a few adventurers
from New York to brighten up the rus-
ties in Wayback County. Each forelgn
ship that anchors in the North river
debarks a band of sturdy immigrants
from European ports, which, in turn,
are supplied from the interior. The
Hanoverian rat is of noble, some say of
royal lineage, and has had even a
lion's share in populating our free and
open country. The rat is by choice a
vegetarian. He is not a tectotaler, or
at least he insists on experiments be-
fore he decides. Watch near one of
the bonded stores where wines and
liquors are landed. Soar around the
malting houses in breweries and you
will see a sleek-conted, bright-eyed
tippler sally forth, veckless of danger,
as full as a keg and as happy as a
President. He shoots ahead for a fow
paces, stops dead, and lifts up his nose
to suiff the breeze. Then you will see
his sides swell out round, as if he was
bursting with jollity. All of a sudden
he careens over to the loft, and only
after a severe mental effort does he
gquare himself up for another trot

homewards.—N. Y. Mail and Exrpress.
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HABITS OF OSTRICHES.

Glimpses of the Great Bivds Kept In Call-
fornln fur Thelr Plumage,

It is too had to say any thing ngainst
[ these magnificent ereatures, but theirv
[ big eyes und grinning look reveal an
ugly disposition. They will strike with
| their feet and trample whenever they
have a chance. Contrary to my ex-
pectations the ostriches are very clenn
in appearance, and the feathersin their
natural state are beautiful and rich.
They are not packed down elose to the
body, but very loose, so that the wind
blows through them, fanning the body
und keeping it cool.  This shows more
than any thing else that they belong to
a hot climate. The chicks are plucked
ut seven months of age ana the large
birds every six months.

The head, which is wonderfully
small compared to the great size of the
body, is very queer, consisting of hard-
ly any thing except two big eyes and a
| wide, deep bill, splitting the head back
| to the neck. The top of the head is
flat and often sunken; there absolutely
geems 1o be no room for brains, As
authority has placed the size of the
brain to be in proportion only of 1 to
1,500, while the eagle’s is 1| to 160 and
the parrot's as 1 to 45, Notwithstand-
ing their bralnless heads they show
an intelligence that overthrows all
laws of phrenology,. When hatching
| their young they earefully breank the
thick shells of the eggs, and show the
greatest tenderness and affection for
the chicks.

Although vieipusly disposed they beg
for food most winunlngly. First they
toss their wings about, as if 1o drive
| off flies. They open thelr mouths and
follow you along the fence, resching
Inul their long necks, 1f you wait a

little to test their lmportunity they
will sit down and raise thelr wings,
| swny their bodies, and pound their
hesds from side to side. Now reward
one by throwing him a big orange and
he will quickly gulp it down whole.
While it is retained in the neck, slowly
working down, he will stretch his
mouth with asuwother, and so on until
| vou can see four or five bunchies where
the oranges workiog down his
neck at the same tlme. 'rlu'.\' drink
water In the same gulplug manner,
seizing it in big mouthfuls like w solid
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SAMUEL OF POSEN.

Tow the Tireless J:volry Peddler Disposes
of His Wares.

“Let me show you zome nize collar-
aittonz, sir,” agd a bristol-board card
vas thrust before the eves of a man
7ho sat in a restaurant sipping cafe au
tit. The speaker was a young man
vith a Hebraic cast of countenance and
wouliae pronunciation of the letter s
"pon the card in pink ink was the cut
f a horseshoe, within the circle of
vhich was that of a dog. The words
‘Let me give you pointer” surrounded
he horseshoe, on which, fustened at
egular intervals, were a row of “snap"
ollar-buttons of *“rolled gold,” de-
igned to prevent the band of the
wcektie from slipping up over the col-
ar.  He planked down upen the table
w he spoke a trunk-shaped valise like
L doctor's medicine chest, canvas cov-
red. and with plate corners.

The man addressed said he didn't
vant any, but the vender opened his
alise and proceeded to exhibit other
lesigns of collar buttons, only to re-
ert back with o word of commenda-
ion to the *taking” eard in his hand,
nd then giving his whole attention
o point out the merits of his button.
I'he one with a lever he sold for fifteen
sents, s reduction from twoenty cents,”
i the other with the snap for twen-
y-five cents. His vietim asserted that
10 had no use for any, but only to re-
wive the information that his tie at
hat moment had crawled to the upper
wge of  his collar, Investigntion
woved the truth thereof, and & twenty-
ive cent button was disposed of on the

spot.

“Here iz a blain ivory: diz iz of
wne, dat of celluloid, and diz of
rockery,” holding up to view the
stock us he spoke. “Here iz zome
‘tze scary pins,” holding out & maltese
qoss of red plush forming a back-
rround and cushion for an array of
iinsg stuck in the edge of a disk of
slue silk in the center of the eross,
“only thirty-five zents each.™

A tray that fitted into the valise con-
tained an assortment of cuff buttons of
rold, shell, celluloid and pearl; *‘sep-
vable”™ and *“lever” sleeve buttons,
besides enff links of various shapes.
While these were being looked at the
cender produced from his inner coat
pocket a roll of white tissue paper.
“Diz lot of benutiful pinz are worth 50
sents each,” said he, softly, as he ex-
posed o half dozen bright shafted pins
with sparkling “Alaska” dinmonds or
metal-coiled serpentine heads.

“Can you read dat paper? and he
dipped a pair of eye-glasses over the
wse of the person addressed, who
wked: *Who will buy such glasses
vom one who is not a regulur opti-
tinn.™

O, Iselllotz tode young men when
ley go to de ball or de party. It makez
lem look dignified, like de profezzor or
le doctaire.  Sce dat aewzboy dare—
1e looks like an ordinaire newzboy—

wd now he lookz like zomebody elz,™
wil he elapped o pair of glasses upon
Jie greasy nose of an open-mouathed,
mkept urchin, with o bundle of news-
under his arm, starving in
speschless wonder at the wares spread
it before him.

yAPHAS

“My cuzstomoersz are de clerggz in de
storze wnd  de offizez. 1 must work
wrly and late,” he continuaed, *‘and
when I zell enough I can make aliving,
[ zupport a wife and two children.
Here iz zomething which every zingle
nan zhood hafe. It cost but fifteen
wnlz, and a button ean be zown on ze
rowzery in ogeznctles von zeckund."
And he pulled forth a small square pa-
per package which contained a dozen
ywittons with sockets and a *‘needle,”
ind illustrated the manner in which a
bachelor could “*in von zeckund rivet
lemizzing button.” Then he packed
ap his minature trunk, and, touching
his hat, quickly withdrew.—Delruit
Free Press.

ABOUT BORROWING.

An Evil Practice Which Does Not Deserve
the Loast Encpuragement.

I read this lnseription in a wagon-
shop the other day: *1 neither bor-
row nor lend twaols.” 1 doo't know
whether borrower and lender is most
1 be pitied.  The man who lends runs
the risk of losing wols, or huving them
injured,orof wanting them during their
whsenoe,
all right, especially If repu®ed to b
cross and erabbod enough to resent an
injury. But the musn who borrows
makes 8 certain loss of thine, and in
greater or less degree of self-respost,
and he makes himself liable to lend in
peturn things more valuable than he
borrows. In Arkansas 1 stald over
plght with a man who keeps s good
pssortment of wols.  In the morning a
neighbor rode up and said:  “There is
your suger; [ was very busy and didn't
bring It back ns soon s | mennt to."

When the borrower was gone | asked
how far he lived from there, *A mile
wund a quarter,” was the reply. In
sorrowing and returning the suger he
vadd traveled tive miles; it was an inch
wuger, worth about seventy-five conts,
The hubit of borrowing naturally lends
Lo slnokness in returning; good-natiured
leuders often suffer
]’J\ul'_\'
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BAR HARBOR.

A Wild, Weird Tale of Love
and Adventure.
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" Laughing heartily, they could not have
told why, both dashed away, two magoifl-
cent specimens of womanhood, noble
hearted girls, fearless, frank and true.

The all-observant Fairfax had noted, can-
tiously, one other fact—that the stone
by which Natalic had wointed lay diroctly
against the huge trunk of &n enormous
willow-tree

Oxford was now sll eagerncss to return
to the village immediately.

“Wait,"” sald Fairfux, putting out his
hand to restrain him and looking steadily in
the direction whence the girls had first ap
penred.

They walted—perhaps ten minutes— Fair.
fax silent and thoughtful, revolving some
scheme or other in Lis brain, but observant
all the time: Dk, too, quiet, but chiefly
T onriasite

Ccurrlage was heard approaching. It
contalned the lovers, Catharine and Dimitrel,
who seetmed more oblivieus than ever to the
surrounding  world, There horse was,
cleariy, the only one of the party who had
his wits about him. Being o sagacious and
dgadle Least, with a vision of oats In the dis
t'c\. he was directing himself homeward
with energetic steps.

After they had passed out of sight, Falr.
fux then motioned to his {riend to follow
him. Going over to the stone from which
Natalie had mounted, the pair sat down.

“As [told you," began Fairfux, I leave
to-night for Havre, or for Paris, via St
Mulo; and I want you to leave to-morrow
night ut the sume hour—both of us ostensi-
bly not to return. You will tell landlord
Baudray that you are going to Paris - under-
stand? I shall inform him, that I am going
to tako a steamer to America, to-morrow.
1 want to ercate o firm impression that we
have gone—cleared out, vamosed the
ranch, and are hundreds of miles away
from this place.

“ Now," continued he, “as to your occu-
pation while hore, my boy§ first of all, 1ot
me retail to you severnl important items of
interost. 1 havo noticed that twice already
the Princess has consco skotehing just be
fore sunsaet; that the osrvants follow at
some distance behind: it she dismounts,
wiaters that black charger and mounts fron
this stone on which we nre now sitting, an

that your friend, Lydis, has been with her
but onee."

“ Now,'" said he, speaking slowly to im-
press his lUstener, “my boy, I must ask you
to take observations in my place, to-morrow.
If they all agree with mine, 1 shall take it
for granted thiat they indicate o regular oo
currence of what I have just told youn. More
espocialiy—do you hear, friendf—am I anx-
fous to learn whether Lydia will bo with her
again, 1 must pesizieely learn that. You
got these points!

“1do,” said Richard,

“ Now, can that valet of yours keep o se-
oreti”

“ The ruck wouldn't extract it from him,
if he maokes up his mind to do so.”

“Will he falter; or have any qualms of
conscience about taking part ln a hazardous
schome

“He'll do whatever I tell him."

“Vory woll, I want his usssistance, too, in
this matter. I sant you both to pack up;
say farewell; go to 8t Malo; buy your
tickets to 1P aris—being excendingly cautious
to keep in the background, and, en wo ae-
counl, make known your namos-send all
your bagguge through o that city; but get
off—both of you—at Dol. T will urrive a fow
moments luter. We will then hold s con-
stltation together. Do you got the ldeat™

“1 do,” replicd the attentive and very
much puzzled Oxford

“Will you sct accordingly I

“1 wiill.""

“Very well, then, let’s join hands on it
Menuwhile I must ask you to wait longer
before Ladmit yoi to my secret.”

o1 soe and nequicsos,’’ meekly sald Dick.

Upon which they got into the buggy und
silently drove home to the inn, ewch one
otcupied with his own peculiar thoughts.

CHAPTER VIIL

¥ THIS FAILE ME, EVERY THING ELSE FAILS,
T

At half-past nine Fairfax was off and
away, having first taken Dick aside and
made that now complotely docile, but mysti
fled individual, recite in order his varions
duties for the morrow, Oxford did this with
50 much precision us to win commendation
from his friend, who added:

“ Now, whatever olse you may do, my boy,
1 want vou to moko it didinetly wnderstood
that vou have gone away to Paris, to return
“no n.ln:"v_ foreyer '—this yoar, ut least, You
nhserved how marked 1 was in my ikleus to
wil, giving out that 1 was guing buck W
America nnmodinteiy

At miidnight he was in 8t. Malo, where he
found gwaiting him a telegram from Neb-
sttt himsell,

s Messuge only just recelved. Bee you
wo-morrow on bodrd ‘Morns,” Havre, 10a.m."

Fairfux smilod, and remarked:

“ Porstsleneo often succends where genius
falls,"

At the hour named he stood on the deck
of the = Morns,” us she luy at anchor off
Havre, Nobbit, looking ss if he had just
stapped  from w bandbox, camo forward,
and with his prompt, cloar-cut senteuces,
began the conversation

wood morning, FParfax.  Luckily for
you,n mere whim of mine brought me bacle,
and, had 1 followed 1t out entirely,l should
pow have boon in Bouthampton. 1 should
gover hove waited for any other man but
you. Tobserve you're in a hurey; 'm st
vour service. What can 1 do for yout™
T ayoes, |oam o hoste, I want o seo you

rivately"
’ “Let us go into the cabinthen,' sald Neb-
bitt, lending the way into up elegisnt saloon,
where he motionoed Fuirfax ton eut

o Well, Mr. Nebbity, it's just this," suld
Pasrfax, and plunged directly is medios re

Nebbitt lstened with coustanlly increus-
ing wonder snd atien oo

When the nareative was closed with the
eoncise remark: “That's the whaole thing in
a tiit-shell,’’ he burst forth with the excle
vt on

“ Mot extraordinary thing | ever hoeand
of o my Ufe! Make a sonsabion groster
thian would the usssssiustion of the Utar

o Vitoris! But how did it succed, my
iour follow ™
womeesad | B oeded a0 woll Liat po one
vy Bl theer shigtfitaent nt
Uapila wodeudid! | can scarcely be
Wrve i Buch ® pleoky thiag wWeald
1
o What did yome omll b
I i | lor il o
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BL0T Wald he, sudaouty end snmpiy, Chow
came gow 10 know any thing abous it! It }
looks "

“Stop, again, Mr. Nebbitt. I've been Iying
to you. Nothing of the kind has hap-
ponesd,

Nebbitt's countonance changed in an in-
stant, and his eve had a dangerous gleam
i it But he waited quietly to learn the
aext move of this onigmatic youth,

“It has nof been done yot, but by Heavens!
itehall be!-" Here Falrfax arcse to his
atmost height, his oye flashing fire, his
postrils dilsted and his  fist  clenched—
HATY to-morrow, to!” At the last words,
he brought down his hand with such
violence upon the table that the clegant
Nebbitt unconsciousy started,

With a sarcastic smile and a sneer curling
his lip. he sat silently regarding the antios |
of his hair-brained visitor,

o Now." continued the infatuated voung
man, * 1 want you to help me. Without
vou, it can not be done. With your help,
not only can it be done, but it will be a
brilliant suceess,  You yourself, s moment
since, averrad that you considered it the
master-stroke of the age.”

“ My dear follow, there is a vast differ-
ence between o thing done and a thing un-
done.  You are not in your sane mind, now,
boy. Do you know whit would be the con-
sequence of fallure in such an undertak-
ing! It would kick up a deuce of @ row;
and imagine my own predicament besides.”

Fairfax suw that ho bad made o mistake,
and that his task, as fur as the influencing
of Nobbitt was  concerned, was much
greater than he had anticipated.  He had |
no impressible Dick to deal with. He must |!
talk with this man intelligently, unenthusi- |
astically; reason with him and present his
plans in an opon, logical manner, stating
the facts as they appeared to him, and not
withholding the chances of failure,

Coolly lighting a cigurette and leaning
lazily back, ho began in a slow, measured,
colorless tone to set forth the case exactly
as it was, Cold-biooded facts woere what
his listenoer desired.

Fairfux gave him these, and having, in
this way, thrown Nebbitt o little off his
guanrd, began—yet without appearing so to
do—to appeal to the element of dare-devil-
try und dash that he knew was latent in
that man's nature. Little by  littde he
worked on the latter, until, by and by, his
now thoroughly-interosted auditor slapped
uis thigh with his hand, ejoculating :

SWhat o sensation it would ereite.  Gadl
the very originality and daring of the plm
ulmost tempts me to tey it"

Fuirfax sald nothing, but sat silently
smoking. He perceived he had guined hit
point,

Nebbitt rose and began pacing the saloo
floor in deep thought, every now und ther
mmittiug au explosive laugh.

At last he suddenly turned, came toward
Fairfax, put his bands on the lattery

shoulders, and looked him straight in the
eyo,
JY\lu'hnt he saw there seemed to be the
causo of an immoediate decision on his
aud woell it might. That frmly-closed
mouth and dauntiess eye, in which caution
and daring were equally conspicuous, be
tokened unswerving persistoence.
SHuirfax," said Nebbitt, “it shall be done?
Your plan is excellent.  Execute it in every
dotail as you gave it to mo und success s
eerfuda,  Omit oue, nnd the chances of fall-
ure will outweligh those of success, As w
your two ‘hoavy villains,' you may set your
mind at rest about them. 1 have in my
erew two men exactly suited to the require-
moents of the deed.  Both understand, and
one fluently speaks, Fronch. You can rely
upon their rigid and fearless exocution of
any commund you may sce fit to lay upon
them; and should any unexpected emer
goney arize, their judgment seldom  fails to
direct thom avights 1 know thom from past
yvours," said Nebbitt, with a faint smile.
“As to your equipment and all of that fol-
do-rol, give my steward o list of what you
waunt, and he will go to Paris and attend o
all of that business,  As to the other matter
of which you speak, Mr, Porte himsell is
now in Parls, 1 can, no doubt, socure you
his Bar Hurbor cotioge for the avtumn.
You surely won't want it for a longer
period 1 sald he, with a curlous siilo,
“Walt . moment,” he continued, disap
pearing for a short time, and returniog
with two soamon, sharp, shrewd, daring
looking follows.
“Mr. Falrfox, these are Jack Longshore
und Davy Jones, My men, you are to go

VOTIIESE ANE JACK LONGYMIOWE AND DAVY
JoxNes."

with this gentleman and be undoer his orders
as long as ho noeds you. Ho's got w very
Uwklish job for you snd wants your pret
tieat work. Undorstand, no lguor, now."'

“Aye! Aye!sin,” returned both men, de-
Lighted at the prospoct of something novel
wndd exelling.

“ Now, swuy with you both to pack your
grip-sacks.”

A moment luter appeared the steward, to
whom Nebbitt also gave the same ustrac-
tous

Twenty minutes aftorward the entire par-
ty of wlventurers was on board the fast ox.
pross 1o Paris

The stoward was so suocessful in execut-
ing his commissions that in the evening he
was again on bogrd the “Numovnae,'" which,
utwen o'clock, had weighed anchor and wis
rupkdly steaming out lnto the chsunel

Mesnwhile Falrfax and his two nes
found thelr lmited time barely suftidont for
fulfiliing the many ercands inposed upon
vigels,  Dut the trio arrvived sl the stalion
just ln schson to bonnd the cars for Dol
with the comfortable feoling thut evory
thing bad boeon dope us plannod,

CHAPTER IX,
MY TIDE AT THE Fianxh,

Arvived st Dal, Palefax found Dick and
his vadot I waiting  The party, divided
o three sostthons, DAVIDYE apparantiy wo
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the icoberg’s boginning a little to thaw."

“itop,” said his listener, decisively, “this
is no time for nonsense, Relato the eventa,
not your beliefs.”

# Well, my*boy, sho left at half-past six.
Darby and Joan, otherwise Dimitri sod
Cutherine, lagged behind. Your friend
again watered Medji ot the pool, and re-
mounted from the self same stone. Lydis
kept her horse and, before they rode of, B
hewrd her promise to come again to-mor
row."

“ Hm-m-m!" said Fairfax, refloctively,
“that young lady can casily be disposed of.
I befleve you chanced the other day to mons
tion the fact that Lady Blanche, now i
Paris, Is her aunt, did you not™

“ Yes," replied Dick, wonderingly.

Fairfux took from his vest pocket a tele-
graphic blank, on which wus written the
simple word, “Send. F.7

“ Now, my fair charmer, Miss Lydia, ¥
think woe have you out of the way.™

“ Roger," continued he, ealling the valet,
sdeliver this at the telegraph office, and
then hire a horse and buggy at some livery
stable. Be sure and secure a strong horse
and o buggy with & rubber apron for wek
woathor.”

In porhaps half an hour the sound of ap-
proaching wheels was hourd, and Roger
quickly snnounced himself, Finding the
vehicls suited for the service which he de-
sired to boposo upon ity Fairfax calied the
threo mon togethor, saving:

(b0 to some inn for the night. At eight
o'clock tomorrow morning take the dili-
gence that louves here, nnd passes X, croas-
rowd—only o short distance from our desti-
nation. Roger, you know the way froms

| there to the villugo, and the point beyond—

where you went with Mr. Oxford yesterday
—noar where the brook crosses tho road at
the pool.  You understand "

“1 do sir,” sald lh!gt‘l‘. kllllw"ll'lsly.

“Very well, then, you all understand. Pot
all your bundles in the carriage and go off
for a good sloep.™

The threo servants wera quickly en their
way to the villsge, Roger proving himsolf
porfectly invulnerable when  bombarded
with questions by the two excited and curi-
OUS SeRLen.

Dick and Fairfax, meanwhile, were on
their way to the village of Y, thirty miles
distant. At half-past three o'clock in the
morning they wero approaching the well-
kuown town, and the cast was beginning tor
show fuint sigus of light.

Fairfax urged to o rapid pace the horse
that quickly carried them through the slum-
boring pluce. He made a brief pause ot the
inn of Landlord Baudray. They drove di-
rectly toward the appointed rendezvous neasr
the futeful pool and led the horse into the
midst of & neighboring grove, where it wvas
quite evident no one would stray, otherwise
than by the moerest secldent.

Turning to Dick, Fairfax heaved s sighy
with the after remark:

“My friend, all is completo—every thing.
Only the intervention of Heaven, now, cam
defeat my plans.”

Then, for the first time, Oxford's curk
osity a8 to the schemes of his friend were
satisflod.

He had made up his mind, whatever
be their charncter, not to betray the
est omotion on learning them; and todo
justice, ontwardly he evinced no sign of the
dismay that overwhelmed him as he listened
to the outrageous project of his mad friend.
Although his heart sank within him, he
made no remark at first. Falrfax watched
him keenly, to observe tho effect of his own
words.

Finally, with a gravity wholla anwonted
and an impressive seriousness, n.. the more
effective beoiuse unususl, Oxford turnod to
Fulrfax, nnd sald :

“1 promised to be with you in whateves
you undertoole. I will keep my word if you
inslst upon it.  Ivis not o lute,oven yet,fos
you to forego this unfortunate affuir. 1, my
self, think 1t unnecessary, extremoly ime
practicable and dangerous, and, frankly,
idiothe ns well us wicked.”

Not a line moved in his hearer's impassive
countominee,

That extraordinnry individunl had consid-
ered the entire matter in all its actual and
possible rolations snd contingencios; had
becomo excited W an unnstursl and exs
tremely unreasonable pitch of mind, and
was resolved thut sofhing should deter hine
from s undertaking,

Although somewhat startled at the sound
advice sud solemn words of the hitherte
light-heartod Richard, and realizing, for s
motment, the folly of his prospoctive doed
and the long list of misfortunes and ovils
thoat might follow in its train, he immodiste-
ly stocled himself agninst the weaknoss of
the moment, and wis onee more the man of
unswerving purposoe and iron will.

SPhis mun, Dick, must be won again. B
am fast losing my hold upon him apd muss
reguin it and make it stronger. No balf-
hearted work will sufioo at this isto date,'
wan his silont self-reasoning,

Hoginning in that plausible, seductive and
irrosistibly attructive manner of his, he
gradunlly overcamo Dick's consciontious
seruplos; dulled his common-senso,sppoaled
to his adventurous spirit, and thus begas ta
arouse his flagging interest in the matter.

Oxford, poor follow! sithough realizing
thut his friend was about o embark upon &
very oraey and cowardly entorprise, was
yot unublo to rosist the extraordinary lnflu-
ence which this strange man wielded over
him, und, step by step, yielded w the mighty
will of the latter; until, once more, Fairfas
bad u most zewlous wdvooate in

About poon, with a lazy gape, Fairfaxre
murkiod ;

“ et us go out wnd wateh for thosa
‘heavy villains,' Thoy must be near b
hand.”

There soon appeared three strange men,
curclessly sauntering down the roud. Ho
completely had they disguised them-
selves that the two watchars were unoer
taln as to their identity. However, us
approgchod nearer, it was not diffould
rocoguize the tones of ench voloe,

The wrchi-conapleator ook the Lwo seamen
asldo and enlightened them as 1o the part
they were to play. They appearsd to be
wide-awake charnctors, capable of 4 hasards
ous fout of uny kind. They readily entered
into tho spirit of the occasion and oconsid-
ered the affuir as a jolly kind of u lark,

Meanwhile Richard —who had besn thor-
oughly instructed - in mysterious and melo-
dramatio Wones, was inluating his valot inlo
the nature of the duties which were Lo fall
upon him.

Aftor some time spont In writing, Pairfax
examined the vellels and found it in exoel-
lent condition. The harncss also scomed
strong. Oue Urace was & little worn,
with an extra tug, might give wuy.
plece of stout eord quickly remedied this
defect. The horse sppearod 10 have entirely
rovovorsd from Wis loug jouruey of the
night weture

Une thing the anxicus observer did nok
Uk A honvy black seok of clouds wes
rising o the southwest - low, dilstory
wians of vapor that cloarly betakoned ah
proaithibag storwm.  BULL, e N.wilfhl [
woarosly balarfu e with the Huliiiment of hin
U st b i d peliainn

He wout d6 Vi rod oide 0 wiloh, “
Pwesi thimw wand Tour, b suw, BWhy [
distabie=, g the reeil, & oA
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