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Helen paused o mum#
of pain everspread | faco, then,
struggling to keep back the tears, she
said:

“No! no! I have been very wicked to
think 80 much about him—it has caused
this trouble already.”

Tltrning about she started down the
road, sccompanied by the little eripple.
Rose stood and watched them as they
passed over the hill moving very
slowly, for little Amos wns unable o
go fast, and then she pobbed : “Oh,
God ! will father and mother ever be
forgiven for this wrong ?*

Bursting into a fresh flood of weep-
ing. the kind-hearted Rosa threw her-
self down in a fence corner, to be
aronsed a moment later by a thunder
peal which seamed to shake the earth
to ite very center.

CHAPTER VI
BHEITER WITH AN ENEMY,

Helen Lakeman watched with samsw
Hieaaeny bse greal Slack clouda rupidly
spresding over the horizon.  Little
Amos hurried along as fast as he could :
the terror of being out in a thonder-
storm nusde him tax his strength to the
utmost.  Struggling and panting up
the hill, he looked his sister in the face
with an anxious look, and said :

“Sister, do you reckon it will eateh
us #"

“I hope not, brother. Let me carry
vou on my back, will you not ?* '

*No! no! no!™ said the cripple; **vou
have that big carpet-bag with all our
clothes in it—that's enough for you
without earrying me."

“But you can carry the carpet-bag
and I earry vou."

“That won't make it any better,”
gaspad the boy, panting from his exer-
tion. The sum, wlih had shown
through o rift In the clowd, was soon
obscured, and a heavy peal of thunder
rolled along the western horizon, mak-
ing the earth tremble.

**Oh, sister,” cred the despairing
child, **it will eateh vs—it's comin’."

“Wea will #n a3 fast as we can.' said
Tlelen, her face white with terror as
she beheld the black cloud,

“Sister,” little Amos panted, “*don’t |

you think the Day of Judgment is
<omin'?"

*No, brother dear, only a heavy

thunder-storm. ™
Wild and angry darts of lightning
shot athwart the sky in almost every

direction and the thunder became in- |

cessant.  Great drops of rain began to
fall, striking the road **spat-spat,” and
sending the dust in little elouds with
cach full.

“We can't get nowhere,
pleaded little Amos, in despair.

“That large ouk at the side of the
lane will shelter us,"”" eried Helen, seiz-
ing her brother in her arms.

The rain had now haean to fall in
torrents while the heavens were lurid
with lightning flashes followed by deaf-
ening thunidor peals,

Helen, boending the boy, his erutches
and the heavy carpet-bag, ran the
gauntlet of fire-darting lightning to the
tree, where they were only partially

sister,"

sheltered from the rain and in constant |

peril from the lightning. A tree not a

<dozen rods away was shivered from its |

branches to its roots, and both Helen
and the child so shocked they fell to
the ground.
“0Oh! sister,
will be killed,” eried Amos.
“Then we will go to Heaven, brother

«dear," said the brave girl, smiling in |

the midst of the storm, **you want to
go there, don't you ?"

“But I don't want to go this wayv."

“Don't be alarmed, little brother
God is near. He rides on the tempest
and can shield us from harm."

*Oh! sister, pray for us.”

Helen prayed fervently for God to
spare sthem —not only from the dangers
of this tempest, but from greater stors
of sin and temptation. The tree
afforded them but & poor shelter, and
they were soon soaking wet, The
storm abated. The rain still fell,
though not in such torrents, and it had
grown considerably cooler after the
stormi.  Both Helen and the little crip-
ple were shivering with cold.

It has almost stopped now, let us go
on,” said Helen.

“Where will we golP" asked the
trembling boy. |
“I do not kuow; we must not stay
here at the roadside, we must find a

shelter some whera'

“I am ready, sister, o go snywhere

* Let me carry you,™

I
:
with you." {
.
|

the rain, and you can. not go fast on

you. "
At this moment & merry voice was
heard singing: '

“Come all you darling ladies,
Remember what my trado (s—
To please you 1 will try,
I have ribboas aud T've Lluces
Toadorn your pretty fuees,
So of Pete, the peddier, huy.

=Although | come naarer,
You see ['m no dearer
Tuan the man who koops the store.
1 can sell a dress sid ritm.o
With a coatly sabic linen
Cheaper than sver bafors ™

The song and volce were hath famil-
inr to Helen, The song was Pete the
peddler ‘sown composition, whether it
wia original or merely a parody fixed
up to fit Pete, no one knew, but it
suited his business, aud be sang &

-

we will be killed, we |

PETE, 1uE PEDDLER.
She knew it was Pete before he eame
in sight around the jane with his large

pack on his back, and an oil eloth
spread over it to keep it dry. He
psused & moment when he saw Helen
and her little brother and gazed at
them in wonder,

“* Well, say, now, whatin the name o’

| common gense are ye doin' out here in
the rain?" he stammered, removing his
pipe from his mouth.

| “Weare going somewhera,” Helen
anawered,

“Ye are, well whare are yon goin' ?*'
oming from the muddy lune to the
tree whiere they were standing,

“ITdon'v know,” Helen said, sadly,
“we are hunting & new situation.

“A new situation,” and Pote
knocked the ashes from his pipe,
*wan't the old one good enough *™

“Yes, good enough for me, but I was
not good enough for iy, said Helen,
sadly.

“Oh yes, I understand now,™ eaid
Pete, removing his cap and scratehing
his iron gray head, 1 can see through
it jist like it were five-cent calico. Umph!
Umph! They didn’'t tell yo back to the
farm house why ye were discharged ?"

L

“No—execept they did not wasat a
airl.™

*Well, perhaps they didn’t; and so
ye don't know where yer goin'?"”

“No sir.”
“Well, if ye'll eome with me I'll see
that ve hev a night's lodgin'. I'm a

t guin' to Mr. Arnold’s to stay all wight,
=t iy 4

an’ it’s the mearest place for ye.

“Bat Pete, | do not want to o there.
He is the man who rained ua—and—
and took away our home. Oh, I never
want to get iu his power again.”

“ILknow he's shoddy, he's a lazy
piece o' goods at best, filled up with
starch an' colors not fast by any means,
but then, when he's paid for a night's
lodgin®—I don't know any other house
ye could reach afore dark."

“Would it be right for me to go
there 2" :

“Sartinly, this child would die afore
morning out o' doors, an' ye must
either go there or back to Mr. Stu-
arts,"’

Helen had determined not to go back
to Mr. Stuarts, be the consequences as
they might, and was foreed to seek
]llth—:illg under the roof of an enemy.
Better, perhaps, would it have been to
have died in the woods, than for that
poor girl to have gone near the house
of James Arnold.

“Well, boy, mount up here on my
pack an' I'll carry ye," said Pote, in a
voice cheerful that little Amos
laughed in spite of his suffering.

Helen helped him on the pack, which
the peddler had not unslung, and then
gave him his crutehes while she took up
ihie heavy carpet-bag.

| LITTLE AMOS ON THE PEDDLER'S PACK,

“They'll think I'm the organ-grinder
man, little boy, and yver my monkey,"”
said Pete, with a laugh so hearty that
Amos joined him, and a smile fitted
over the sad face of Helen.

The road was very muddy, and trav-
eling difficult, It was fully three-
fourths of a mile to the house of Mr.
Arnold, and the roads were in such ater-
rible condition that Helen Lakeman,
with the large earpet-bag, was almost
exhausted when she reached it

Pete, the peddler, never seemed to
tire, but sung snatches of comic songs
ns he plodded along, for the amuse-
ment of the boy. Helen was very
much afraid that he was tiring Pete
out, and begged the peddler to let him

No! '] k" | walk, but the good-hearted fellow de-
#“No! no! I ean walk. |

“ But see the road is muddy now from |

clared he was **as fresh as the colors on
his new bit calico, and clear through

= | without fadin' or ravelin’."
your crutches, Please let sister carry |

The house was reached at last, and

| Mrs. Arnold, with her glasses on and
| nose high in the air, met them at the

door.

CHAPTER IX.
ENE 1S THE THIER.
“Why, who are these, anyway?" the
| portly Mrs. Arnold  asked, giving her
bead & supercilious toss,  Helen,
| muddy and  bedraggled, was hardly
r--«-ng‘uimhi--. while the miserable
Lohild on the peddler’s pack scarcely
looked like o human,
“[l-rlq.l vee Know me, .‘!:“'"- -‘I’llﬂl'l?“
Pets askedd.
“Yes, this s Pote, the peddier, an’
lem me see; why, nin't this Holen Lake-
! man '

wit s ssid Helen. with all the

| spirit she had at command, for some-
how she regarded Mrs. Arnold in some
way as the author of her presont mis-
erubile condition.

“\\II:}, yea, it is. Poor child! what
in the world brought vou out in the
rain?’ snid Mrs. Amoblld, looking  first
down and then tossing her head Ligh
in the air,

“] starte] out to finel a new situation,
and we were caught in the rain.  Pele
came along and Kindly offered to assist
us this far.”

“Well, now, Helen, T just need a girl
the worst kind for & few weeks, and if
you will stay heve I will give you pood
wages, " said the artful woman, who,
#ven then, was revolving a plan in her
mind by which Helen could be “shipped
out of the country.” She knew it would
not do to let her go to Jonathan
Evans', across Sundy Fork ereek, for
they wanted a garl the worst kind. By
some means she mus, be detained a fow
days until a sitvation ceuld be found
for her where Warren would never dis-
cuver her again,

*Why, bless me! child, you are just
a8 wet us you ean be, and all bedrag-
gled, too. Won't you go in to the fire?
There's a good one in the kitchen, amd
this poor, little, half-frozen child with
vou,™" sabld Mrs. Arnold, in her assumed
sympathetic manner, while she kept
her head well clevated in the air, to
seep under her spectacles,

“By your leave, Mrs., Arnold,” said
Pete, ** I'll put down my |i.'u'k in the
hall and go in the kitchen, too.™

“Of course, Pote, you know
enough to make yourself at home
here.”

“Yes, an" a most anywhere else,"
placing his pack of goods in the hall,

Helen sat by the kitchen stove hold-
ing her shivering brother on her lap.
There was o struggle going on in her
breast.  Ought she to stay at the house
of Mrs. Arnold ?  Her pride revolted at
the idea, fer she knew she would be
subjected to every humiliation, The
proud Hallie despised her as she did
the worm that crawled beneath her
feet. Dut then, where wlse would she
get employment by which to sustain
herself and brother ? This feeble little
fellow could not go far, and he was not
capable of euduring any hardships.
Already he had a dry, hard cough, and
his cheeks burned with an unnatural
heat. Still he shivered, until his clothes
were dried through. Then Maggie, a
cross servant girl, gave him some sap-
per and showed Helen a miserable room
over the kitchen with a miserable bed
in it

She went to bed supperless, for she
was almost overcome by her anxieties
and humiliastions. She slept that dream-
less, yet unhealthful sleep which some-
times come to disturbed minds, and
seems to leave them at morning in a
worse condition than they were the night
before. She found her brother somewhat
refreshed by his slumbers, though his
little eheeks looked pale and wan, His
bright blue eves hud lost somathing of
their luster. It was with considerable
anxiety thut she noticed the change in
her brother. Poor little eripple, al-
though a clog to hold her down to
slavery and drudegery, she loved him,
oh, how dearly she loved him! She
would enslave horself, suffer all man-
ner of insults for that deformed boy
who had  been a eripple from infancy.

*Are you going to stay here?"’ Pote
asked her after breakfast, as he was
getting his pack ready,

“Yes, Pete, 1 can do no better," the
girl said.

“You've got a hard row to hoe now,
or [ don't know picayune calico when
I see it.”"

“l know it," answerod Helen, her
head bowed in her hands; “but God
will give me strength to endure it, and
poor little brother is not able to travel."

“Well, gal, when I was in Chicago, 1
met Warren Stuart and promised him
to kind a look after ye. He didn't
imagine it would come to this, I know,
Now, ef Ve nver need a friecnd I'm the
man for yo to call on.™

“I will not hesitate to inform you
when it is necessary for one to befriond
me,"" sald Helen, sadly. *“No one,
hnwr.‘\‘l-r. can lu-l[n me now, I must
earn |||." oawin wll.\ -

“Ob yoes, I know. I know,' said Pete.
Then, in an undertone, he added:
“Don't let 'em get any advantage o'ye,
or they'll give cotton for woolen fillin'
every time, an' ye watch that gal, Miss
Hallie. She's a tiger eat, and mad as
get out because ye stole her boan.™

Helen hardly blushed at this for she
felt too spul.  She had made no effort to
capture the man on whom Miss Hullie
had set her heart, and regarded her
victory as a calamity.

When Pete was gone and she alone,
she said: “Oh, why was I not born
hideous ? Why am [ so unfortanate."

Maggie was allowed n week's vaen-
tion to visit her friends in Newton, and
Helen allowed to take her place.

“At the end of that time I'll have
you & good permanent place,” said
Mrs. Arnold.

Helen waas soon busy in the kitehen,
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kitehen stove, his little choeks red,
while he coughed adry, hacking congh,
Helen bad wrapped her fadod shawl
about his shoulders, and talked ps
cheerfully to him as she could.

“[ don't like this us good as I did at
Mr. Stuart’s,” said the little fellow,
‘Ahere’s no angels here, sister.”

“You will eome to like this better
when you are here longer, little

brother.""
el don't
angols here.
“Ihere are no angels anywhere save
in Hoaven,™ sald Helen, chunrfully. i
she pinchod the pie dough arcund the

think 1 will; there's no

edge of & fresh-made ple.
[oowTmunn. ]

| sailed in n huff. No sooner had we
got into blpe water than comnis
tion was observed in the forecastle
This commuotion extended o the
gnarter-deek,  when  eight  British

| Nobwldy knew exuctly what to do with

and her mind so engrossed that she al- | ory] trials, and the extent to which the
most forgot & part of her misery. Lit- | oxporiments
tle Amos sat in a large chalr near the | (e belief that there was & well defined

| Sctence Manthly.

GIVING UP DESERTERS. |

Representatives of Two Nations Demon- |
atrate How Not to Db [t

“A fow yenrs ago the flag<hip of the
European squadon put into Malta for
repairs. The Mediterranean a de-
lightful sen in ordinary weather, the
eities attractive, their anthorities
are hospitable, and ships on that sin- |
tion #tand in need of a good deal of
repairing,  Our stay at Malta was not
as ngreenble as usual this time. Hall
adozen of our men deserted. They
were seen on the streets, their ll-l‘il‘lg
and the Admiral
wrote w polite request to the Governot
thut they be arrested and returned to
the ship.  In due time n roply was re-
eeivind,  The Governor regretted that
hig interpretation of treativs and inter
national law would not justify him in
imaking the arrests.  He found no men-
tion in the tresties between Great
Britain and the United States of any
return of deserters from the public
service of either, and therefore was
unnble to lend any sssistance to the re-
capture of the men, nor 1o arrest, nor
consent to their arrest in Malta. We

=

nre

'lli woes ascertained,

uniform  marehed
wft, making their way through the
staring vrew, halted before the officer
of the deck, saloted, and stosd at atten.
tion in the regular Tommy Atkins style.
The astonished officer asked who they
woere wnd what they wanted.  With the
utimost eoolness the leader replied:

*sDeserters, if you please, sir; from
Malta, siv; want to go to the States, sir,
Lo st le ‘ll!’l'i‘.”

“+Da voun know that we do not enlist
deserters?

“Yes, sir; but we heard that there
was “no treaty provision for the retarn
of deserters from the public setvies of
eithey, """

»Thizs was an exact quotation from
the Governor's letter, and an aundible
smile tan round the group of otlivers.

aoldiers in undress

the desoartors.  They were sent forwand
und shifted for themselves.  The sailors
somehow provided them with naval
clothing. After a short passage under
siil we reached Alexandria, where we
found a dispateh from the Governor of
Malta, sent by a swift steamer, request-
ing the retura of the deserters. The
Admiral at once replied that, there
being no treaty provision for the return
of deserters from the publie service of
either country, he must decline o com-
ply. The deserters were sent out of
the ship, but we enlisted eight men
Alexandrin who bore a striking resem-
blunce to the English soldiers. They
proved excellent men, and woere losi
sight of in the rest."'—Hoston Tran-
scripl.

il B .
EFFECT OF COLORS.
A Theory That They Affect the Huoman
Mind ne Well as the Human sSight.

There are some curious things in re.
gard to the way in which the human
mind is affected by colors us well as the
human sight,  Weare all familisr with
what is termed color-blindness, and
the unexpected results that sometimes
attend  it; but eolor-sound is sowme-
thing which has received much less in-
vestigation,

How much, or in what way, animals,
are affected by colors, is not very well
understond; but the subject has been
investigated enough to know that they
are influenced by them, and the future
will probably  bring out some surpris-
ing results to the one who shall thor.
onghly caltivate this comparatively nn-
exploved tield or research.  Some peo-
ple can select and appreciate the colors
of sounds; and to them the speaking of
A presents, mentally, a well-
deined eolor, or combination ot colors,
different names having difterent shades
or combinations,

The ssme name should. of conrse, al-
ways present the sume color, or combi-
nation, when svaken, although, to dif.
ferent pepple, possessing the faculty, a
given nume or sound does not present
the same characterivtics.  To prove the
first of these two fucts, a list of names
wias prepared, and the shade or color
given by a ludy who bas this power,
marked against wvach one of the list
After several weeks the nemes wers
again reud to her, and the colors desig-
nated by her marked. This course was
pursued seversl times during & year or
more, the lady not being allowed to see
the results at that time, During these
seversl experiments the only variations
in the auswers given were such as
would be natural where there was some
uncertainty In regard 1o terms; for ex-
ample, the answer to a given name at
one time might be *bluish,” and at
another  “lead-color;" 50, what was
called *straw-color” might be after-
ward called “bufl.' The approach to
similarity in the shade shows that the
same mental picture was present, and
only langunge was at fault.

With one or two exceptions thess
were the only changes noted in the sev-

nume

were carried  warrants

idea of tha colar of \ﬂ)ﬂ.lu.—-f'qu

— Y —

—An English physician who bas in-
vestiyatesl the characteristics and sur-
roundings of centenarians says that he
tinds that the average qualities were a
goud family history, s woll-made frame
of wvernge statore, spare rather than
stout, vobust, with good health, appe-
Lite and digestion, capable of exertion,
goodl sloepers, of plaeld temporament
wndl gol inwelligence, vary livls noed
for and little consumption of alehohol
and snimal foxd. The man whe aspires

to be o centenarian should therefore it
olwscl out with these gualifications,

FISH OUT OF WATER,
Members of the Finny Tribe Whe Climb
Trees and Walk on Land,

Many kinds of tish build nests in the
water for the protection of their egus,

but the doras make theirs upon the
boach.  This they do at the beginning
of the rainy season. The nest is

formed very nearly like that of a bird
and is built of dry leaves, which the
little ereature goes inland to  fetch
When it is finished the eggs are de-
posited within, and these small fish-
parents cover up theirembryo offspring
maost enrefully and wateh over them
with great solifiude. The common
cel is known to have a similar habit of
moving about on the land, and will
oven live several days out of water.
When an eel is drawn from the water
aud laid upon the earth it at once puffs

out its cheeks in a very noticeable
manner. These checks are formed of
distensible pouches or sacs covering

the gills, which the eel fills with water
in order that the gill-ibers may be
kept moist, by which means he is
enabled to remain upon the dry land
for a considerable time without coming
to serions harm.  So, when the pond
where the eol makes his home begins
to getddry, he takes ina good supply
of water and starts off to find another;
moving liko & snake in an apparently
sinuous conrse, but really in a surpris-
ingly straight line, for the piece of
walar he wishes to reach, whose diree-
tion he seems, by some curious instinet,
to know,

The Anabas Scandens, or climbing
pereh of India, is, perbaps, the mosi
celebrated of any fish which voluntarily
comes on shore, as he certainly is the
maost accomplished in terrestrial feats.
He is o little fellow, very like a perch
in the general form, with large scales

| and spiny dorsal fin, and is to ba found

in vivers and ponds in most parts of
the Fast Indies,  When the waters
which he inhabits seem in danger ol
being dried up, he leaves them and
travels off in search of others. Though
he prefers to maKe these journeys m
night, or in the early morning, while
the dew still lies upon the grass, he
often travels by dag and bas even
been met wiling uwlong a hot, dusty
gravel-road, under the full giare of an
Indian mid-day sun. It is, however,
for his elimbing powers that this ex-
trnordinary fish is famed above all
others that frequent the land. By the
aid of his spiny gill-covers and tafl fin,
which he pushes into the crevices in
the bark, he manages to climb trees
and even tall palm-troes. That he
does it awkwardly is troe, moving
somewhat after the manner of »
messuring ov looping eaterpiller; bwt
the fact that he ean accomplish it at all
is as marvelous as his object in at
tempting the feat is inexplicable. Boat-
men upon the Ganges and  other rivers
where these climbing pecch  abound
cateh them and put them in earthen
pois, keep them alive without any
witer often for as many as six davs,
killing them as they wish to use them,
and find them during the whole time
us Hvoly us when newly eanght.

The common perch of our own watera,
while unable to ¢limb trees or even to
walk about the fields, is possessed of
great tenneity of life after being tuken
from the water. When given a blanket
of wet moss it eun be earvied in ap-
parvent comfort for long distances, and
in gome parts of Europe the fishermen
will ofler these perch for sale during
the day, and if not successful in dis.
posing of them will replace them wt
night in the ponds from which they
were taken in the morning, seemingly
none the worse for their outing.—
Swunse CUross.

——————

WOOD AS A FUELL

The Value of Differeut Kinds as Compared
ta Ordinury Soft Cosl.

In compnring wood with coal as a
fuel it is safe to assume that 2} pounds
of dry wood are equal to one pound of
average quality soft conl, and that the
fuel value of different woods is very
nearly the same. That is to say, a pound
of hickory is worth no more as a fuel
than s pound of pine, assuming both
to be dry. I the value be measured by
weight, it Is important that the wood
be thoroughly dry, as each ten per
cent. of water or moisture will extract
about twelve per cent. from its value
as fuel.

[t may be interesting in this connec-
tion to give the weight of one cord of
different woods wbich are thoroughly
dry. These weights are about as fol-
lows: Hickory, or hard maple, 4,500;
white oak, §,850; beech, red oak and
black oak, 2.,250; poplar, chestnut
and eln, 2.850; average of pine, 2,000
pounds,

The fuel value of these different kinds
of wool, as compured with conl, is
about as follows:  Oue cord of hickory,
or hard muaple, is equal to 2,000 pounds
of conl; one cord of white oak, to 1,715
pounds of coul; one cord beech, red
mk or black oak, to 1,410 pounds; one
cord poplar, chestnut or elm, to 1,060
poundas; and one cord average pine is
oqual to 925 pounds of coal. It is sup-
posed, of course, in both tables, thal
all the wood has been air-dried. The
comparative values of woods not men-
tioned may readily be approximated
by the reader.— Cincinnati Commercial

(laselle.
e _—

— It is estimated that 56,675,000 yards
of silk ribbon, squivalent to about 22,-
700 milas, have been made in Paterson,
N. J., during the past yoar.— Hoston
Budyet.

—The axiom that “heat expands and
volil eontrueta' dooes not apply to coal
dealors' 1sdlle, — Philadelphia  Inguirer.

———ly s

—A new undertaking in the fruit line
In the shipment of Flovida oruuges o
kuruve

CANADIAN POLITICS

The Alma, Principles and Leaders of the
Dominion's Two Great Parties

Canada is a British possession, bag
YL it possesses almost complote politi-
cal independence.  The tie between
Cannda and the mother country mainly
appears in the fact that Canada is pre-
sided over by a Governor-Genersl, who
i® appwinted by the home Government,
and who represents the Queen in the
Domimon.  The Canadian Government
is formed on the model of that of En-
gland. It has its Parliament, compris-
ing nn uppar and lower House, and its
miniskry, at the hoad of which isthe
Prirue Ministar, which is dependent on
the support of Parlinment for its power
anl axistance.

The upper house, or Senate, consists
of membors nominated for life by the
Governor-General, but in reality by the
government of the day. The lower
house, or House of Commons, is chosen
by the people, the right of suffrage,
however, being restricted by a property
qualification. The Canadian Parliament
bas the full vight to make all lawa for
the Dominion, and practically has com-
plete control of the governmont, while
the Governor-General, sent over by En-
gland, has the nominal right to veta
bills,  The Governor-tieneral, however,
never does veto bills on his own judg-
ment.  Ifin doubt, he sends a copy of
the proposed law to the Colonial De-
partment in London, and the bill is oe-
casionally, though very rarely, disal-
lowed,

Of course, the Canadian foreign rela-
tions are under the undivided authority
of the British Government,

Thers are two great political parties
in Canada, corresponding in name, and
in some respeots in principles, to the
two great English parties. They are
the Conservatives anid the Liberals, or,
ns they are sometimes called, the “Re-
formers.””

For wmany years the Conservative
party in Canada has been in the ms-
cendant, and the goneral elections,
which took place last February, re-
turned s new Parliament, with a de-
alded Conservative majority. At the
Aoud of the party is the present Prime
Minister, Sir John Macdonald, who bas
boen for a quarter of & ocentury the
most prominent, popular and powerful
Canadian statesman, The leader of
the Liberals is Mr. Fdward Blake.

The main issue between the two Can-
adinn parties has long been the tariff.
The Conservatives have advocated, and
have imposed, high protective duties
upon articles that compete with the
products of Canadian industry. This
poliey has proved very popular in Can-
ada, and has been the chief strength of
the ruling party. The Liberals have
hitherto favorad a lower tariff; but im
the election of February declared that,
if they eame into power, they would
not disturb the tariff as established by
their opponents,

The next most important difference
between the two parties has been in
regard to the railroad policy, tor in the
Luilding of the great Canadian lines
the largest part of the debt of the Do-
minion was incurred. The parties dif-
fer also in detail, but not in principle,
on the tishery question.

There is no doubt that in some of the
provinces of Cansda there is a desire,
more or less strong, that the Dominion
should sunder altogether the tie with
Great Brituin, and be annexed to the
United States. Those who favor this
belong, almost exclusively, to the ex-
treme wing of the Liberals. The Con-
servatives are firmly set upon main-
taining the connection with the old
conntry.

In twenty years, the debt of Canada
has inereased from ninety-three million
dollars to nearly three times that sumg
and is larger, compared to the
tion, thun was that of the United States,
ut its highest point, at the close of the
civil war,

Perhaps outside obsorvers see more
causes of disintegration in the Domin-
ion than Canndians themselves can dis-
eern. It is more than possibde that the
union may last in spite of a burdensome
and growing debt, the jealousies be-
tween citizons of English and those of
French descent, and other difficultiea
that might be mentioned.  On the other
hand, it may fly into pieces; or it may
gain strength and unity by becoming
wholly independent; or, in the course
of years, Canads may think its suress
way to prosperity to be a union with
this country.— Fouth's Companion.

S —
Roman Caiholic Missions.

SBome of the Protestant papers are
ealling attention to the fact that, while
Protestants are appealing and coaxing
men to go to the heathen ws mission-
aries, the Rowan Catholic Church is
hard at work and her missionaries are
wbroad in all lands. In China there
are 488,408 baptized converts, 47 Euro-
pean missionaries, 281 native priests,
2,420 churches and chapels, 1,779 eeol-
leges and schools with 25,219 scholars,
and 33 seminaries with 654 seminarista.
In Corea, Jupan, Manchooria aad
Thibet, the chureh has 180 Eu
and 156 native priests, 227 churches asd
chapels, and 77,254 baptized Christisns.
In the Indo-Chins peninsula, there are
reported 604,286 Catholles, and in India,
1,185,688 Catholies. The grand total
of the working forces in these countries
is 2,440,481 baptized Catholics, 2,639
misslonaries and oative priests, 7,298
churches and chapels, 4,469 M
and schools with 112,850 scholars, and

76 seminarios with 2,746 seminarista, —
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