WESTERN LAND FRAUDS.

Ninety Per Cent. of the Present Land
Clalms Eald to be Fraudulent—
The Modus Operandl for Securs«
ing Cheap Lands.

A Las Vegas, New Mexico, corre-
spondentof The New York Herald writes:
A discussion of the question of the set-
tlement of the public domain of the
United States is apt to speedily nssume
a narrow form, and the subject will
naturally be contracted to a particular
phase, It i impossible to intelligently
consider he subject of the taking np of

the national lands without tonching on |

the violations of the law governing the
settlemend of the 160 acre plots by in-
dividual settlers. These  violations
have been frequent, and the results of
the frauds have been 8o injuriouns to the
welfare of honest seitlers that the mat-
ter has become one of vital interest to
the country at large, as well as to the
lawmakers at Washinglon. Deoeoption,
fraud, perjury, and reckless indiffer-
ence to honor, justice, and ejuity have
prevailed in she westorn country, where
desirable publie lands are looatod, and
the history of much of the pre-cmption
of Uncle Sam’s goil is, when lamd open
to the sunlight of popular observation,
but the record of unblushing and un-
principled wrong-doing.

The United States law recognizes
soveral distinet mothods of taking up
the national lands by actual settlors
pre-emptions, homesteads, soldiers’
homesteads, timber-culture claims, and
ander the desert-reclamation act.

Pre-emptions may be made by the
bead of a family, a widow, or a single
male or femals over 21 years of age,
who may be either » logal oitizen or
have declapgd the intention of becom-
ing one mmder the naturalization Inws,
Such persons may “enter' upon *‘offer-
ed'' or *unoflfered’’ lands to the oxtent
of taking 160 ncres. I the tractse-

lected is *“oftered land—that is, an-

nounced by the land commission as |

ready for settlement—the settler must
file a “declaratory stutement'’ (fee §2)
in the United States land office of tho
distriet within thirty days aftor setile-
ment. Within a year from the date of
sottlement he must  prove actial
dence and eultivation of the tract, and
the purchase at rates varying at £1.25
to $2.50 an acre, according to the loea-
tion. *'Unoffered" land requires a **de-
elaratory statement’’ to be filled with-
in three months from date of settlemont
and the final proof of residence and the
monctary payment within thirty-three
months. Would-be pre-ompters who
pwn 20 acres of land alsewhero are ex-
gluded from the benefits of the lnw;
neither can any person abandon his
residence on his own land (not a town
lot) and pre-empt governmoent land.
These two Iast mentioned provisions
wre of importance, aml the fact of their
axistence should bo remembered.
Homesteads may be entorad by any
head of a fumily, or n 21-year-old eiti-
gen, either actunl or intended,
veyoed land to the extent of 160 acres is
alone aviilabla The applicant
must attest to his  qualifications
and that the ontry is mado for his
exclusive use and benelit for actual set-
tlement and cultivation.  The legal fee
of #10, with commissions raneing from
$4 to #12, is also paid. Within
weoeks residenco must bo taken up and
continued with cultivation of the land
for five years without interruption. At
the ond of this period four wilnesses
must be ealled to attest to the fact of
residence and cultivation. The land
office at Washington issues the patent
on receipt of tho cortilied proof,
sale of & homestend elaim s recog-
mized by law; homestead settlomoent
may, however, be changed to a pre-
emption after prosenting proof of ae-
tual sottlemens and cultivation for six
montha. A six months’ absence is per-
mitted by law. T'he
pol establish a legal claim by passing o
single night on  the 160 acres twico a
yoar after throwing together a  frall
ahanty and then call it a residence.
Soldiers' homestoads may bo obtained
by all who scerved ninety days in the
army or navy during the eivil war who
were honorably discharged and re-
mained loyal to the government, The
poriod of army or navy service is de-
ducted from the five years' residence
required by the homestoad law, but
either he or his widow must actunlly
reside one year on the traot.
Timber-culture claims are recognized
where a person has planted and kept
growing for eight years a spocifiod
pumber of forest trees.  There are nu-
merous provisions  attachod to this
method of sccuring 160 acres of land,
and the details are so numerous that
the reader is referred to the law for a
proper understanding of the subject.
Desert lands in Dakota, Idaho, Mon-
tana, Oregon, and Washington may be
faken by a citizen to the ¢ tent of 640
scres.  Suoh lands are defi .ed to be all
ferritory which will not raise a crop
without artificial irrigation, Mincral
and timber lands are not Included. At
testation to the intention of reclaiming
by irrigation within threo years and the
payment of 25 venls an nere are the
preliminaries of securing the right to
proveed, and at the end of three years
& patenit may be obtained by presenting
proof of reclamation and the payment
of §1 an acre. Under the tiwber-cul-
ture and desert-reclamation aocts resl-
dence s not required on the lands
wkon. ln tho easo of homoestead and
pre-cmption settlements the rosident s
Bol expecied Lo ull all of bis land
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The law only requires actual resi
denee and & reasonable amount of im-
provement—in other words, a fair and
honorable intention on the part of the
persons to whom the lands are practic-
ally given.

The homestead law enables the act-
nal scttler to secuire a bhome without
paying more for his land than the small
entry foes on condition that he spends a
longer time on the tract, with greater
improvement and eultivation. The time
of inhabitancy is the principal differ-
ence betwoeen the Ywo systems, although
the fixed principle of both is the build-
ing up of a homestead, with all that the
term implies, on hitherto neglected
publiclands. When both systems were
established land was so abundant that
there searcely existed a temptation to
make false claims.

Tho timber-culture law was simple
in its intention.  Vast tracks in western
states and territories are trecless wastes,
Then encouragement of timber-growing
was providded by the law, and settlers
worn enanbled to obtain rich [{arming
lnnds by the simple earrying ont of the
spirit of the Planting trecs
nut only gave a home, but added to the
actoal value of

rhatute,

well as to the
The planting of trees

| henuty as
a 160-pero tract.
in some of the transmississippi states
has changed the appearance of the face
of the country, and formerly desolate
prairies are now agrecably dotted by

groves or vigorous perennials of the
ornamental varietiea.  **Arbor days™
are recognized by law, and millions of
young trees havo been planted on such
occnsions.

The desert land law intended the per-

maneut restoration or reclamation of

']:'nnvii wholly unproductive in their
sterility by artificial irrigation. Small

tracts could not be well reelaimed, and
therefore the number of acres fixed was
640. Only desert lands were available,
and the experiment of itself has always
been of doubtful value. The great
American desert could doubtless be irri-
| gated into blosgsoming fertility if there
| were only an adeguate water supply, but
al present the methiods by which water
generally locateldl at o remote dis-
could be brought intoe practical
usa would bo far too costly to be of
practical benefit. The day will arrive
when the sage-bash country will be ab-
sorbed by the coming population, but
that is as yet far ahlead in the progress
of time,

Whon there iz a sceming eambination
on the part of eapitalists and their fol-
lowers and dependents to evade the laws
regulating the taking up of the public
Innds it is not stranee that vast frauds
should be perpetratod and that a whole-
gale porversion of the spirit and inten.
tions of the framers should be brought
about.  The pre-cmption law states that
transfers and assignments of the pre-
emption rights are null and void “prior
to the issuing of the }r.llv‘lll." The
homstend act sets forth that the home-
| stosder has not al'enated the land, and
that no land g0 nequired is hable for the
satisfaction of a debl contracted prior
to tho issue of the patent

tance

And here it may bo said thar thes
land Teawds aro nov perpetrated by one
alone of the two political parties. The
republicans having had the machinery
of carrying out the law and guarding
against it4 Infractions in their hands
are in no sense more to blame than the
|I|I]I||\.tt' Il.l'l".l\ outof olliee, but as re-
oardz the enactors of the framls demo-

L erats and publicans arve, so to speak,
starrod with the same brush,™ both be

ing equally guilty. The land robbers

know no party, and s here in New
| Mexien they are contined to no race, for
the Indizenous Spanish-American can

give Ypoints” o his Anglo-Saxon co-
residont in the of making & false
[ elwim appear o true one.  That abuses
of tho land laws ave too frequently de
pendent on improper administeation as
well in certain instanoes 18 on the cor-
rulnlulu of oflicinds there g no -I\Il'-li-rll.
but even the most painstnking and vir-
tuons land asent is lable to be deceived
by tho clever rogues with whom he is
brought in officis] contact.  Entries of
pre-emptions and homestomds are not
In the old days
As
a general thing there was a sottlor for
overy ¢laim and it was not considered
difficult to comply with the fair requires
moents of the law.  The pro-emption aot
sorved to stand betwoon the settler and

uwre

for sale or speculation
such abuses were almost unknown,

the moneyed purchaser from the gov
ernment by private salo—since prohib
ited—and there was no oceasion for em
ployving fraudulent means to seoure
publio territory, The preveution by
act of congross of the purchase of land
by private bargain was the entering
woedge whereby the frauds became
from the apeculator's standpoint—
LOCOSSATY.

The pre-emption law i5 the most fre
quently violated. The timber-eultur
law is practically a dead letter, and the
desert-reclamuation aot is buta velucle
for the worst kind of knavery, Al
three could be repealed without the
future honest settler being injured ig
the slightest dogree. Under the deses
lands law vast tracts have been ab
sorbed by eattle compuanies, and lands
which are not legitimately sterile or in
eapable of cultivation without artificia
irrigation have besn, through the con
nivanoes of surveyors in the employ o
the land oflies, classed as deserta
Good bottom tracts have been passed
| off aa storile lunds.  Whole vallevs and
| streams have boen absorbed and th

| back country for miles remdered waorih

less under the operations of the desert
law,

The timber-culture law was never of
real value—a mere experiment at best
The soil and climate of much of the re-
gion to be planted forbid the suceessful
rearing of young trees. If, as previous-
ly stated, an honest following of the
Iaw's provisions were made the settlers’
lands would be greatly benefited, but
this applies to certain localities.  West
of the 90th meridian the law ean not be
properly earried out, and the most bare-
faced perjury alone will enable anyone
to prove np his claim at the final reck-
oning. The ordinary way the settler
snits his conscience to his oath is by
turning up the black prairie soil in
shallow furrows, separated from each
other by eight or ten feet of virgin un-
turned soil. A row of fragile cottone
wood sticks, oftentimes without
and stuck in the furrows, and the *'tree-
planting™® is done. Then the **planter"
is ready to swear, and swear he does

roota,

with alaerity and ecomprehensive zoal
Fires sweep over the young grove, nile
bling cattla over it, amd the
chill blast of the blizzard howls around
the sickly In the spring the
vist Il]:ljnr‘l'\ of the young trees }l|:lll'.-
ed with roots are dead.  Those without
roots were never expected to live. But
to swear, and his

browse

".ll'] ne.

the plantor is rends
neighbors, on the principle that one
good torn deserves another, go before
the agent of the land oflice and are free
to give their yvaluuble opinions uwder
oath that the trees are heulthy and in
good growth. So the frand is com-
pleted.

The eattlemen have been prompt to
recognize the eflicicney of the timber-
culture act in harmonizing with their
personal schemes of aggrandizement.
So they set their herdsmen at work
making timber-culture entries in good
localities—the banks of streams or spots
where good shelter and water abound.
The farce of *tree-planting™— generally
“trecs’’ of the rootless variety
through, and the oflicial papers are ob-
tained, deeding the land, often to the
extent of whole townships, to the eat-
tle magnate, through his employes. 1t
is an understood thing that ranchmen
employ at large wages men who are to
look out for stock and to make land en-
trics as well, The employer chooses
the lecation and furnishes the fees for
the services of an attorney, who pre-
pares the final proof papers. If is
ted by lund agents that these frands are
conducted with the ntmost skill, and the

i% FONO
is gror

i

papers are more cavefully dreawn than |

Truth
line,

is ordinarily the case. and hon-
esty appear in cvery and the
perjury is enacted with an ease and
skill which would afford pleasurable
emotions to the eynical observer whose
trust in the victues of human natore is
but limited. Dr. Johnsun, the grim
old ]l':il'ﬂ:_'_'l"-l[l!ll'l'. in deliming a horse,
ndded that in the buving and selling of
the animal & man might cheat his own
father with impunity and yet maintiin
n respectable position in pociety It
wounld certainly
business of roaring the amisble bovine
numbers on the
within

also appear as if the
\]ll{"il'il}-l'-l in large
]PI.lHI'- of the
the brain of the berder an ingenuity
and an espeeial adaptation  for false
swoearing and the subornation of perjury

woest engendered

quite marvelons to the average speci-
men of mankind.
——— i
An Interesting Nationalist.
Dr. Kevin Ozodd O Dohercty, the new
nationalist M. P for Meath, and  for
many yvears repr sentative in the Aus-
tralinn legislature, recelved a splendid
commaons, &

reeention in the house of
little, perhiaps, in compliment to
colony., He was aleading rebel in 1848,
extinel rov-

i}
Ling

and so is tho vestige of an

olutionary period, a living witness that

there were patriots and perturbations
before Purncll.  The doector is, s Fal-
stafl suid of himsell, **a portly muan,
acod M, or it miieht be 6577 It is not

casy to say, for the fortv-cighter is re-
markably well preservad, and may be

named a8 an extant testimony in favor

of the celsaim that Australinn alr sus-
tains in a particular degree the fresh-
ness of the human tissues. Ho is a

trifle bald, and showz generally a rel-
ish of the saltness of time.  But the an-
cient rebel is well sot up. square-built
and sturdy, with certain possibilities of
the Methuselah in his eut and carriage,
and altogether one who might well
have been a heady enthusinst in bhis hot
_\nlllh He walked up the floor of the
house with a strolling Mark ‘U'wain gait,
stich as mon acquire in the enreless froe-
dom of a new country and young so-
ciety. As Lo passod Mr. Childers, seat-
ed alongside Gladstone, the minister
and the member lald hold ¢ each other
in a cordial grasp, and talked with the
warmth of men who had recognized
in oue another a long-losi brother by
the strawberey-mark on the arm, They
had both beon members oy, ther of the
Australian  legislature, —aew  York
"‘Ufllf.

.- e

Real Good Hens.
A young married lady, who moved
into the conntry from a city home, con-

sidered Keeping hvens a [-h asant and
profitable duty. As she became more
absorbed in the pursuit her enthusiasm
inereased, and mude & favorile
subject of hor thoughts and conversa
l]'ur-llg one of her animiatod des

" L
s

tian

| soripllons of suecess & riend LT i

“Are your hens good hion« P U,
vos,"" she repliad, lu a delighted toue,
*thoy haven's lad & bad ogg yet”
Cadabdll Mail,

Sunflower Culture.

The enltivation of the sunflower, =ays
Kural World, is now attracting the at-
tention of many sgricultarists, although
no concerted action has yet been had in
the motter. It is of easy cultivation,
growing freely in all soils, and is not
very sengitive to climatic conditions,
Of cvurse the better the soil the better
the product. It is, however, a very exe
hanstive erop, taking from the soil a
ropious supply of potash, and there-
fore should not follow iteelf in rotation,
unless this ingredient is very fully re-
newed. In some of the river bottoms
and rich moist lands of the west o va-
riety grows wild, and its seed are used
by the Indians as food, but the variety
most in cultivation is the “mammoth
Russinn,’” which, in fFouod soil, grows to
an immensge mize, twenty-four to thirty
inches in diameter, and yields a large
excellent seed. In h
places, where wood is scarce, it is grown
for fucl, the stalks making a very liot,
| though brief fire. In others it
vated only to utilize its seed for feeding
stock, as it forms a good winter fowml
for both fowls and horses, giving to the
feathers of the one and the hairs of the

quantity of SOM1a

i= enlti-

other a bright glossy appearance. and
making them lively and spirited, by

feeding half a pint night and morning.
It i# =ald 1o give horses a greater pow-
er of endurance when mixed with their
rations. It is also grown in some lo-
calities as a preventive of malarial dijs-
enses, its great absorption of nourish-
ment from the air, being supposed to
prevent the spread of miasma. In sull
other places it is grown as a substitute
for hean poles, the leaves being stripped
off and the stalks still attached to the
roots make a good support for the vines,
But its chief value lies in the clear pal-
atable oil which ean be oltained from
the secd, and which is equal as a drying
oil to linseed, and superior to that for
many uses. There are no mills exclu-
sively devoted to its manufacture in
thig conuntry, but both the linseed and
the coiton-secd-oil mills express it ocea-
sionally and are frequent buyers. 1t is
not cultivated to any great extent in
this eountry as a marketable erop, but
is extensively grown in Russia, where
it is said to average fifty bushels of sced
to the aere, and one bushel of secd to
yield about one gallon of oil.  With the
improved methods devised by the cots
ton secd erushers in this country, it is
quite likely this yield could be increased,
and the rich, moist lands of the west
would probably largely inercusa the
produect per acre. There
lished price for the seed in our leading
markets, but buyers at the mills report
that they pay $£1 per bushel,

i® 1o estab-
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The Classification of Book Lov-
ers.

Mr. Salu has lately made a careful
division of book-lovers into four elasses,
and people who enjoy the luxury of
stockine their from time to
time will now be able to deseribe their

shelves

motives in book-buying by the use of
the terms My
with charcteristie illustrations, It is
4 misfortune that more
terms could not be e 'Ifl.','-v';n]-ll'-! from
two of the

wnich Sala has defined

cuphonious
the Greek to characterize
at and growing army
of book-lovers, but in the
terest of aceuracy and conformity there
will be no revolt on the ]lfll". of those
deseribed as “*bib-

wivasions of the oo

ceneral in-

who find themselves

liognostes”™  and  “bibliotaphe.” Ace
cording to Mr. Sala, *book-lovers are
vither biblivgnostes, biliomanes bib-
liophiles, or bibliotaphes. The bib-

liognoste is learned in title-pages and
cilitions, pressces, and
He knows by heart the crituria of every
wlitio princeps; he has Brunet and Dib-

s and can tell you
[ at once that the *Aristotle’ of Manuting
[in good condition is worth £50, but that

pluces of issue,
| din at his tineor ends

! « Bebal is not worth asmuny sixpences,
; The bibliomane 15
blessed with o long purse, buys what-
A bit of a bib-
liomane was Peter the Great, who, when
sent for the book-

a mere callector who,
evYer coines in I|I|=-~ “.w_\.

his shelves were buailt

sellers of St 1% tersburg and said;
‘Fill thosa with books.! “‘With what
books, your majesty?’ was the not un-

natural question. ‘With what books?
Why, with big books below, and with
little books gbove." The bibliophile—
the true lover of books —is he who buys
The l‘.}l‘.lol.\lll}l‘ 8
fock
and key or who immures them in elose-
fitting glass cascs, and knows little of
them bevond their titles and the price
which he has paid for « ach,’ lhe
!-‘.-«-i-linyrr.

to remd and enjoy

he who hides his bouks away under

e
He Had the Sym;) toms.

*Look here, doctor, 1 do 't wansyou
to go to my house and frighten my
wife again as you did this morning."

“Frighten her? How did I frighten
her?"

*Didn’t she ask you what the symp-
toms of Hydrophobia are?"'

“Yeu,"

“And diddn’t you tell her the patient
has always n strong aversion to water?"'

*Ceortainly.”

“Yes, well, the poor woman is down
She thinks l've gok

Chie.

sick with fright
the hy !l!‘uiululln a'

Took His Degree.
“Are you & member of the Knights
of Labor?
**No, but | had one last week."'
‘Had one? What do you mean?"
“Had & night of labor. My baby had
the eolle from ¥ o'clock until daylighe""

— lhe Uraphe

THE

Union Milling Co.s

TAKES THE EAD
Wherever It has been tried,

For Sale by all the Leading Denlers
Everywhere.

W. T. Wnicur,
Cashier.

Jro. Wnianr,
President.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

—_—OF—

UNION, t ¢ 3

OUREGON.

Buys

Doea a General Banking Business,
¢om- [

and sells exchange, and discounts
merdial paper.
|

Collectiona caréfully attended to, and |
promptly reported. [

—COMMERCIAL—

Livery and Feed Stable.

Orrosmre Ceytexsuan Horer,

JOHN 8. ELIOTT, - PROPRIETOR. |

Having furnished this old ar
hostelry with ample room, ple of Teed,
good hostlers and new buggies, ia better |
prepared than ever to sccommodate cus-
tomers. My terms are reasconable,

COVE TANNERY.

ADAM Crossymay, PROPRIETOR.

1 popular ,

Has now on hand and for sale the best of

HARNESS, LADIGO,
UPPER and
LACE LEATHER.
BHEEP SKINS, ETC.
PORTLAND PPRICES
Paid for Hides and Pelts.

WALLA WALLA

BEER DEPOT.

Corner Main and A Strects, Union,
E. MILLER, - - -
Keeps always on hand the finest brands of

WINES,

I 'ruprii-t or.

LIQUORS,
and CIGARS,

The very best Lager and Bock Beor in |
the market, at 25 cents aquart. Beer and
lunch 25 cents.

A fine Hillinrd table for the accommoda-
tion of customers. Drop in aml Ix

ble

BuCia-

RAILROAD-

FEED AND LIVERY STABLE

Near the Court House,
A. F. Bexsox,

PROPILETOR,
Union, Oregon,

Fine turnouts and first«

Inss vigs lor the
accommaoadation of the { orilly

Y.

B ra

Conveynnces for commercinl men o spe-
cinlty,
2=The accommaldations for fead « nnnot

be excelled in the valley., Termsreasonnble,

SMOKE OUR

“PUNCH”

Best Havana Filled
9 Five Cent Cigar. §
Jones Bros., agents, Union,
E. GOLLINSKY & CO.

SMOKE THE

“ESTRELLA”

KEY WEST Imported Havana Cigar

NONE BETTER,

Tonsorial Rooms

Two doors south of Jones Bros.' store,
Urion, Oregon.

J. M. Jomson, - Prorrieron.

Halr cutting, shaving and shampooing
done neatly aud in the best style.

O M - AT

Besson Bro's . - Prormigrons,
Keep constantly on hand
PORK, VEAL, MUTTON, SAU-

SAGE, HAMS, LARD, ETC, |

CENTENNIAL - HOTHL |

Union, Oregon

BEEF,

Daw, CHavpLEn, Prornivron

Having recently purchnsed this Lotel
and refitlad W throughout, | sm prepared
o gecoiimiudale Lo ungry (TR
Claas siyle, Call and see e
ris looss lor Lhe
commerial truvelere

i st
Ladug Ban-

HOWLAND & LLOYD

Manulacturers of

FURNITURE,

Muin Street, Union, Ore.

Keep constantly on hand a large supply
of Parlor and Bed Hoom sets, Bedding,
Deaks, Office Furniture, ete
Upholstering Done In the Best Style

Lounges, Mattresses, and all kinds of

Furniture made to order.

PATRONAGE SOLICITED.

PHOTOGRAPE  GALLERY !

Corner Main and O Streets, Union.

All kinds of [<hnle-__-r:{|'l:h work done in &
euperior munner, and according
to the latest and most
approved methods,

Views of residenc:s faken on appli-
cetion,

=2 All work warranted to give satislacs
JONES BRO'S, Propa.

tion.
MASON
&
HAMLIN

Organs
AND
Pianos

are

Unexcelled
can save From §50 to £100 on the
purchnge of an instrument by

buying through .

W.T. WRIGHT, Agent. Unlon, Ogn.

Buy the Hayward

HAND GRENADE

Fire Extinguisher.

Everybody should have them. Men,
women or children can use them. Thou-

sands ol dollars worth of property snved
every day. They don't freeze, are not in-
jurious to flesh or fabrie, and are always
ready. You cannot allord to be without
them.

G. J. Becht, Gen, Agent, 124 Market St
San Francisco, Cal. Cook & Dwight, Agts.,
La Grande, Oregon.

JONES BRO'S,

Corner of Main and B streets, Union.

GROCERIES,

CANNED GOODS,

VARIETY AND FANCY GOODS,

TOBACCO

CIGARS

GENTS' FURNISHING GOODA

WATCHES,

and JEWELRY,

Glassware, Musical Instrumenta, Pleture
Frames and Pictures, Mouldinog,
Bird Cages, Baby Car-
ringes, ete.,

Candies and Nuts,

Stn.timmr{.. School Books, Perlodicala,
Novels, ete., ol every description.

e -

ALL KINDS OF FRESH FRUITS

Aiways on b

| ©

We kesp constantly oo hand sverything

usually kept in s tret class varsty stors

be prosmplly alicuided .

sciviiivdation of *"“I“' from any part ol (v soyuiry
| will




