THE OREGON SCOUT..

JONES & CHANCEY, Publishers.

UNION, - OREGON.
—
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

The Chief Blm-lit;'; Jl;nul Document
to Congress and the People,

A State Paper t;at Deonerves and Should
Receive Pablie Attention,

Grover's Buggestions and Recommendations.

In Memory of Hendricks.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 8.—7 the Con-
gress of the United States: Your assem-
bling is clouded by a sense of publie be-
reavement caused by the recent and sud-
den death of Thomas A. Hendricks,
vice-president of the United States. His
distinguished public services, his com-
plete Integrity and devotion to every
daty and his persopsl virtues will find fa-
vorable record in his country’s history.
Ample aud repeated proofs of the esteem
amd confldence In which he was held by
hig countrymen were manifested by his
election to nn oflice of the most import- ‘
aut and highest dignity, and at length,
full of years and honors, he hus been laid
at rest amidst general gorrow and bene-
diction.

He Makes His Bow

The constitution, which reguires thoss
ohesen Lo legislate for the people to an-
nually meet in the digcharge of their
Eolemn trust, also requires the president
to give to congress joformation of the
gtate of the unlon, and recommend to
thelr consideration such measures us he
shall deem necessury and exnedient. At
the threshold of a compliance with these
constitutional directions, 1t 13 well for us

to bear in mind that our usefulness to the
peop le's interests will be promoted by a

constant appreciation of the scope nnd
character of our rexpective dutles as they |
relate to federnl legiclation.  While the
exccutive may recommend such measures |
n& he shall deem expedient, the respousi-
bility for Jegislative action must and
should rest upon those selected by the
people to make thelr laws, A contem-
lation of the grave and responsible
unctions  assigued  to the  executive
branches of the geversment umder the
constitution will disclose the partitions of
power between our respective departments
and their necessary independence, nod
algo the need for the exercise of all the
power entrusted to each in that gpirlt of
comity and co-operation which Is esson-
tial to the proper fultillment of the
patriotie obligations which rest upon us
ns fuithful servants of the people.  The
Jealous watchfulpess of our constituencles,
ronl and small, supplements thelr suf-
rage, nod by the tribunal thous established
every public servant will be judged.

Our Peacenbla Forelgn Relations.

It Is gratifyving to announce that the re-
lations of the United States with all
foreign powers coutinue to be friendly—
our position after nearly a century of
snccessful - constitutional  government.
Malntenance of good faith In all our en-
gagements, the avoldance of complications
with other nations, sud 9 conslstent and |
amicable attittle toward the strong awl
wenk allke, furnish proof of g politieal
disposition which renders professions of |
good will uounecessary.  There are no
questions of ditticalty pending with any |
foreign government,

The Argentine government has revived
the long dormunt gquestion  of the Falk-
land Ishund by olniming from the Unlred
States lndemuity for their losz attributed
to the action of the commander of the
slocp of war **Lesington'® in brenking
up n pirntical colony on those Jslamls in
1531, and their subsquent occupation by
Great Britaln,  In view of the ample
Justitication for the act of the **Lexing-
wn'' amd the derelict condition of the
island before sod after the alleged oe-
cupation by Argentine colonists, this

overnment considers the claim as whol-

p gronndless, |

A question has arisen with the govern- |
ment of Austria-Hoogary touching the
representation of the United Sintes ul[
Vienna. Having unider my constitutional
prevogative appointed an estimuble citi-
zen of unlmpenched probity and compe- |
tenee a8 minkster ut that court, the gove-
ernment of Austrin-Hungary iuvited this
government to cogulzanee of certadn ex-
eeptions bused upon allegations against
the personal accepinbility of Mr, Keiley,
the appointed envoy, asking that, in
view thereof, the appolntitent should be
withdrawn, ‘The reasons advanced were |
Buch us could not be scquiesced In with- |
out violatlon of my oath of oMlee and the
precepts of the constitution, slnee they
pecessarlly involved a Hoation fo favor
of a foreign government upon the right
of selection by the executive, nnd e

 quired such an application of & rellglous
test as o gualitication for oflice under the '
United Stntes as would have resulted o
the practical disfranchisoment of n large
elass of our cliizens und the abandon-
menl of avital poineiple of our govern-
ment.  ‘T'he Austro-lHungarian govern-
ment finally declded not o recelve Mr.
Kolley s the envoy of the Unlted States,
und that gentleman has slpee resigned
bis comunission, leaving the post vacant,
1 bave made no new nomination, awd
the Intercsts of this government st
Vieuns are now in the eare of Lhe seero-
tary of legation ns Chnrge d' Affalres ad
Ritevim,

Furly In Maroh last war broke out in
Central Ameriea, caused by the attempt
of Gualemals to consobidate the severs |

#tates loto o siogle government. Lo this
contest between our nelghboring states
tae Unlted Ststes forbore to interfere

actively, but lent the ald of thelr frlendly
ofllees 1n deprecation of war and to pro-
mote peace und concord smong the bellig- |
erents, and by such counsel contributml
Importantly 1o the restoration of tranguil-
ity In that locality,

Ewmergencles growlug out of the elvil
war lo the Unlted Stutex of Colombin,
demanded of this Pmumwnl at the be-
gloning ofthis adminlstration the employ -
ment of an armed toree to fullill it guar-
antee under the thirty -l artlele of the
M{ of 1840, In order to keep the !
transit open aeross the Isthinus of Pana-
ma_ desirons of exercisivg only the pows |
ors u?wu:l‘i reserved 1o us by the treaty, |
and vindiul of the rights of Colombla,
the forces sent to the sthmus were in-
structed to confloe thelr action to ** posi-
tively and etlicleutly pl‘\'unlluLlh‘

translt and Ite accessories from belog

ed or embarmussed.’'  The

spousible T “"‘3‘. l“d olv::i
BEOCSSAT ov

control where the lw:l authority

gl ol

powerloss, but always |

| piting arens

in ald of the sovereignity of Colonmbia,
The powerful and spceesstul faliillment
of ite duty hy thi=government was highly
appreciated by the government of Col-
vmbin. aod hag been followed by ex-
pressons of its satlsfaction, and ol high
pralse of the oilicers and men engaged in
this service. The restorntion of peace
on the isthmus by the re-establishment

of the constituted government there,
being thus asceomplished, the [orces of
the United States were withdiawn.

Pending these ocenrrences, & question
of much importance was presented by
decrees of the Colombian  govermment
prociaiming the closure of certain porta
then in the bands of Insurgents, and de-
claring vessels held by the revolutionista
to be partial and liable to capture by any
power. To neither of these propositions
could the Unlted States as=sent. An
effective closure of ports not in the I)U.ﬂ-
sesslon of the government, but held by
the hostile partisans, could not be recog-
nized, Neither conld the vessels of In-
surgents against the legitimate sovereign-
ty be deemed hostus humani generis with-
in the precepts of international law,
whatever might be the defination snd
penalty of their acts under the munici-
pal laws of the state against whose au-
thority they were in revolt.  The denial
by this government of the Colombisn
propositions did not, however, imply the
admission of o belligerent status on the
part of the insurgents. Thne Colombinn
government has expreseed s willingness
1o attend negotintion conventions for the
adjustment by arbitration of claims by
foreign cltizens arlsing out of the de-
struction of the city of Aspiuwall by the
Insurrectionary forees,

Inter Oceanic Transportation.

The interest of the Unpited States o o
practicakle transit for ships across the
strip of lsod geparating the Atlantic from
the Pucliic has been repeatedly mani-
fested dering the last half century. My
immediate predocessor cansed to be ne-
gotinted with Nicaragnn a treaty for the
construction by, and at the sole cost of
the United States, of n canal through
Niearpguan territory and it was 1d before
the senate. Pending the action of that
body thercon, | withdrew the treaty for
re-examination. Attentive consideration
of its provisions leads me to withhold it
from re-sibinission (o the senate, Muin-
tuining, as 1l do, position In a line of
presidents from Washington®s day , who
hnve preseribed colwrging aud entangling
allinnces with forelgn  states, 1 do not
faver a poliey of nequigition of new and
distant territory, or the lncorporation of
remote  interests with  our own, ‘Lhe
luws of progress are  yital and organie,
and we st be consclous of that frresis-
titde tide of commercial expansioa which
as the concomitant of our civilization day
by day 15 belng urged onward by those
inereasiog facititivs of production, trans-
portation and communieation to which
steam aud electricity have given bicoh,
Our duty In the present Ionstructs us to
adudress ourdelves waloly  to the develop-
ment of the vast resonrees of the great
area commiited to our charge, aod o he
cultivation of the arts of peace within our
boraers,  Weshould be jealously alert in
preventing  the American  hemisphere
from being involved o the politieal
problems and complications of distant
governments, therefore 1 um unable to
reconmentd propositions involving
paramonnt privileges of ownership or
right outside of our own erritory, when
coupled with nbsolute and unlimired en-

agements to defend the territoriul fnteg-
ﬁ'lj‘ of the gtate where such lnterests le,
While the gencral project of conuceling
the two ocenns by means of a vanal is 1o
be encournged, Lam of the oploion that
any seheme to that end o be considered

with fuvor should Le free from the fea-
tures  alluded  to. The Mehuaantepoe
ronto s declared by engineers of the

highest ropute and Dy competout seient -
ist2 o affond an entirely  practical transit
for vessels and cargo by means of a ship
rallway from the Atlantie o the Pacitle,
The obvious advantages of sueh i route,
i fensible, over others further removed
from the lines of teatlic between England
auld  the Paciiie, aoid poartleolarly bo-
tweenr the valley of the  Misslssippl and
South Amerien, are deserving of con-
slderntion.  Whatever  highway  mny
b ponstrocted noross  the TR
rler dividing the  two  grestest -
of the workd, meast  be tor
the world s benelit, o trost for mankind,
to be removed (rom the chanee of domid-
nation by any slngle power.  Homust not
Lecome s point of lreltation of hostilities
or n prize for warlike ambition.  An en-
Eugement combining  the construction,
ownership aud operation of such g work
by this govermment with an  offensive
and defensive allinnee for s protection
with the forelign  states  whose responsi-
Bilties aod rlghts we would share, is. in
my judgment, tnconsistent with such
dediention to universal and neotral use,
and  wonld, morcover, entall  measures
for its  realization bevomd  the gcope of
our pational poliey or preseul means.
The Inpse of yeurs has aboamdantly con-
firmed the wisdom and foresight of those

carlior  adminlstrations  which, long
before  the vounditions ol nrl-
time Inlerconrso WwWOorg changed

uwnd enlarged by the progress of the age,
prociatmed the vital m‘wﬁ~ of Inter-acedniy
tradlic neross the commercinl isthmus nod
couseernted it o pdyvance to the common
use of munkind by their positive declara-
tons, and throngh thelr {ormal onliga-
tion of treaties,  Toward such realizn-
tion the efforts of wy sdministeation will
be applied, ever bearlog In omiod the
prinviples on which it must rest, and
which woere deciired i i
uncertaln tones by Mr. Cuss, who, while
secretary of state In 1848, annouoeed
that **What the United States want in
Ceptral Americog pext (0 the happiness of
It people i8 the security sod veotialivy
of the Inter-oceanie routes which lead
through 1t.'" The constraction of three
truns-continental lines of rallway, all in
suceessful operntlon, wholly wihthin our
territory, and volting the Atlastic and
Pacitic ooeans, bas becn sccompanied
by results of a most interes lng and -
pressive nature, aond his ereated new
conditlons, not only in the rovutes of com-

| meree, but in politeal geography, which

powerfully affect our relations oward

Land necessarlly inerense our interests o,

wny traos- bsthanlan route which way be
opened and employed for the ends of
peace nod teattic, or, in other contingen-
vles, for wies fulmlcal to both, Trans-
portation bs a factor in the cost of com-
wodities scarcely second to that of thelr
production nud weighs as beavily upon the
consumer,  Our existence alroady  has
proven the greal lwportauce of having
the competittion between land-carringe
and water-carriage fully developed, each
setlng as & protection o the publle
agalnst the tondevcles of movoply , which
b5 tnberent (o the consolidation of wealth
and power in the hands of vast corpora-
tons., These suggestions may serve
o emphiasize what 1 have
already said on the score of the necessity

of a ncutralization of any Inter-oceanie
transit and thi= can ooly be accom-
plished by making the vses of the route
open to wll nations and subject to the
smidtion and warlike necessiiles of none.
The drawlings and report of 2 receut sur-
vey of the Nicaragua cannl rouge made
by Chiet Engineer Menscal will be com-
wunicated for your information,

Forelgn Affalrs Reaumed.

The claims of citizens of the United
States for losses by reason of the late
military operations of Chili in Peru and
in Bolivia are the sunject of negotiation
for a clalms convention with Chili, pro-

viding for their submission to arbitra-
tlon .

The barmony of our relations with
Cliina is fully sustained In the applica-
tion of the acis lutely passed to execute
the treaty of 1580, restrictive of the im-
migration of Chipese laboreri nto the
United States,  Individual ¢ases of harl-
ship have occurred beyvond the power of
the executive to remedy, and calling for
judicial determination.

The Chinesain the United Stataa,

The condition of the Chinese (ue=tion
It the western states and  territories 1<,
despite thiz restrictive legislation, for
from being eatiefactory. The recent our-
bhreak In Wyoming territory,. where num-
bers of unoffending Cuinumen indispata-
bly within the protection of the treaties
and the law were muridered by a mab,
and the still more recent threatened out -
break of the same character in Washing-
ton territory, are still fresh in the minds
of all, and there is apprebension lest the
bitterness of fecling against the Mongolian
race on the Dacitie slope may llmf; venl
in slmbae  lawleas  demonsteation,
All the power of this government should
b exerted to muintain the amplest goml
falth toward Chiva in the treatment of
these men, and the lnflexible sterpness
of the law In brioging the wrong-doers
to justice should be insisted upon. Every
effgrt has beco made by this government
to prevent these violent outbrenks; anid
to ald the representatives of China in
their Investigation of the outrages, and
it Is but just 1o &ay that they are trace-
able to the Iawlessness of men not citi-
zons of the United States, engaged in
comps tition with Chinese lnborers, Race
prejudics 1= the chief fsctorin originating
these disturbaoces, aml It exists In a
lurge part of our domain, jeopardizing
our peace anld the good relationship we
try to malntain with Chinn.  The il
mitted right of & government to preyeut
the influx of elements hostile to fts inter-
nal pence and security may not be gues-
tioned, even where there 13 no treaty
stipulation on the subject,  'Uhat the ex-
cluglon of Chinese lubor 18 demanded in
other countries where ke conditions
prevail, = strong evidence of the righte-
oneness of the policy. 1o the dominion
of Usnada immigration 18 now regolited
by Juws more esclusive than our pwn
It existing laws nre inndeqgquate 1o com-
puss the end g view, 1 shatl be prepared
to glve earnest consideration to any fur-
ther remedinl e asures within the treaty
Homts which the wisdom of congress may
devise,

Congo and Other Lands,
The imdepeodent sate of the Congo

has heen organized as @ government an

der the sovercignty of his majesty, the
Kingr of the DBelginns, who assumes its

chict magistracy in his personal charae-
ter only. without making the new state a
dependency on Belgium. It is fortunate
that a benbzhied reglon, owing all it has
of quickening clvilization to the benefi-
cence of the philauthrople =pivit of this
monnrchy, shoubil have the advaontage
nnd seom iy of its henevolent supervision,
I'ie action tken by this government
laat veur In belong the ficst o recognize
the tlag of the international association
of the U'ongo, ins been followed by for-
il recoguition of the pew natlonality
which succecds Lo lts sovervign POwWers,
A conference of delegntes of the princi-
pal commercaal natlons was hehil ot Ber-
Ho last winger to diseuss methods where-
by the Congo biasinmignt be kept open
to the world*s teade,  Delegates attended
on behalf of the Uloited Stres on the un-
dirstanding  that their pare shoull e
merely deliberptive, without lmpsriing
to the resnlts any binding character, so
far as the Unlied Stutes were copeerned.
T'his reserve was due to the fadisposition
of the governmaert to shave o auy  dis-
pogal by an interoationsl congress of jur-
isdictionn] questions  in remote foreign
tervitories,  The results of the confer-
ence werd embodied Tna formal aet of the
parture of ao nternattional covenant which
luid down eertain obligations purporting
1o be bindiog on the sigantories, subject
to ratitication within venr. Not-
withstanding the reservation under w hich
the delegntes of the Unlted  states at-
tended, their sigontures were attuehel to

ol

the general net i the sanme
munner as those of the plenipo-
tentlaries of other governmesnts,
this making the Umted States appear

without reserve or qualification as signa-
tory toa jolut luternational engugemoent,
fmposing upon the signers the couserva-
tioa of the tervitorial fotegrity of distant
roglons, where we  have no established
interests or control, I'inis  government
does not, however, regard Its resorva-
tion of Hberty of uction in the premises
ns at all impaired, and holds that an en-
gagement 1o share o the obligation of
votorclog neutrality in the remote valley
f the Congo is an allianee whose respon-
sibilitles we are not lo o position (o as-
sume, | abstain from asklog the sane-
tion of the senate o that act.  The cor-
respotdencs will be lakd before you and
the lostractive aod loteresting report of
the agent sent by this government to the
Congo country sud his recommendations
for the esteblishment of  commercial
agencies on  the African  coast are wlso
subiiited for vour consideration ,

The commission nppoloted by my pre-
decessor last winter to visit the Central
aud South American countries and report
on the methods of enlarging the com-
mercial relations of the Uolted States
tuerew'th bas submitted reports which
will be laul before vou.  No opportunity
hus been ommitted to testily the friendll-
ness  of  thils governwent toward Clorea,
whose entranes into the famlly of treaty
powers the United States were the  first
o recoguiee. 1 regand with favor the
applcation made by the Corean governs
ment W be alowed o cmploy Aweriean
ofticers ns military Instrootors, o which
the nssent of congress beeomes necessary
aud | am happy Lo say this request b
the coucurrent saoction of Chioa aod
dapan.

The arrest and imprisonment of Jullo
R. Sautos, u clitizen of the United Stutes,
by the suthorities of Foundor, gave rise
te a contention with that government in
which bis right to be releassd or to bave
a spoedy sod lmpartinl trial with sn-

counced charges aud with all guar.

anter:  of  defense  stipulated
treaty, was  Insisted  upon by us,
After an elaborate correzpondence  amd
l!'IN‘nll‘ll and carnest rv[:r!--c'tal:tli(llii on
our part, Mr. Saotos  was, after nn al-
leged trial and convietion, eventually In-
cluded in a general degree of amnesty
nnd pardoned by the FEquadorian execa-
tive and released, leaviog the question
of his Amerlcan citizenship denied by
the Equadorian government, but losisted
upon by our own.

The amouont adjodged by the late
French and American Clalms commis-
sign to he due from the Uvited States to
Freneh claimants on account of injuries
suffered by them during the war of seces-
slon having been appropriated by the Jast
congress, has been duly paid the French
government.

The net of February 23, 1885, provided
for a preliminary gearch of the records of
the French prize court for evidence hear-
ing on the claims of American eciizens
agalnst France for spoliations committed
prior to 1801, The duty has been per-
tormed, and the report of the agoeut will
be Tuid before you,

I regret to say  that
upon the imporiation of our pork into
France, notwithstanding the abundant
temonstration of the absence of sanitary
danger in Jts use, are continued, but |
entertain strong hopes that, with a better

the restrictions

understanding of the matter, this vexa- |

nous prohibition wiil be removed. It
would be pleasing to be able to say as
much with respect to Germany, Austria
and other countrles where such food
products are absolutely exeluded without
present prospect of reasonnble change,

The Interpretation of our existing
treaties of naturalization by Germany
during the past vear has attracted atten-
tion by reason of an apparent tendency
on the part of the imperial government to
extend the scope of the residentind re-
strictions to which returning naturalized
citizens of German origin are asserted to
Lo linble under the laws of the empire.,
The temporate and just attitude taken by
this government with regard to this class
of questions will doubtless lead to o satis-
factory understanding.

The dispute of Germany and Spaln,
relating to the domination of the Caroline
islands=, has attracted the attention of this
eovernment by reason of  extenzive
luterests  of American citizens  hav-
ing grown up in those
the list thirty~nine yoars, and because
the question of ownerzhip involves juris-
diction of matters wffecting the status of
our own cltizens under civil and eriminal
Inw. Whilst standing wholly aloof from

the proprietary Qssues ralsed between
powers to both of which the United
States are  friendly. this government

expects that nothing in the present con-
tention will unfavorably affeet our eiti-
Zens carrying on a pesceful commerce or
there domictled, and has so luformed the
governments of Spain and Germany,
The marked good will between the
United States and Great Britain has been
maintained daring the past vear. The

parts daring

by arhiteation and an award, in favor of ! feets of the old treaty eould only be set

| to meet again on farther notiee.,

termination of the fdshing cluuses of the |

trenty of Washington in purstnnce of thw
Jolut resolutton of March &, 1853, must
have resulted in the abrupt eessa'ion on
the 1st of July of this year, In
the midst of thelr veotures, of the
operations of citlzens  of the

States  engnged in tishing in
Ish-American  wuters,  but for a
plomatie understunding reached
HMer Majesty s goverment in June last,
whereby assurnpee wns obtnined that no
paterruption of those operations  should
take pliee during the elrrent season,
In the interest of the good aeighborhond
of the commpercial intercourse of adjoeent
cormmunities, the gquesiion of the Novth
Americian fisherles ong of wuch line
portance.  Following out the intimation
gliven by me when the extensinry arrnnge-
ment above deseribed  was negotinted, 1
sooonmunended that the congress provide
for the appointment of & commission in
which the governmoents of the United
States and Great Deltain shall be respec-
tively representesd, eharged with the con-
sldertion and settlement upon n just,
cquitable amd honorable basis, of the ep-
thfe gquestion’ of the Hahing rights of the
two governments amd  taelr  respective
eitizens oo the const of the United States
and Licitish North Amoriea,  Fisalog in-
torests beloz lothmately rveluted o the
woperi] questions dependent upon con-
vguity and Intereourse, consideration
thereol in all thele equities might also
properly come within the purview of such
vottni=sion, and the fuliest latitads of
expression on both sldes should be per-
mitted.  The correspondence in relation
to the thshing rizhts will be submitped.

The Aretle exploring stenmer * = Alerr.*”
which was gencrously  given by ller
Mujosty *s govermmnent 1o abd o the relief
of the Greely expedition. wis, after the
sucoessiol attsloment of thar  humane
purpose, returned to Gireat Britadn in
pursuugce of the autherity conferred by
Ll et of Macceh 3, 18535,

The inadequacy of the existing engage-
ments £or extradition bherween the United
States and Great Dreltaln has been long
apparent,  The enth  ardele  of the
treaty of 1812, one of the earlivst com-
pacts in this regard entered futo by us,

Brit-
i-

i=

stipulated for surrender in respect oi
a  limdied nuinber of oftences,
Other vrimes ng loss lulmiceal

tothi socinl welfare shoulil be embraced,
and the proeedure of exorndition brongiit
in barmony with present nteraational
praciices. Negotiations  with  Her
Mujesty's governent for an enlarged
treaty of extradition bave been pendiong
ginee 1870, aod T egtevtaln strong  hopes
that a satlsfactory tesult may be go0on at-
tainesd,

Tue frontler line between Alaska and
British Columbin, as deflaed by the tresty
of cession with Russig, follows the de-
warkation assigoed 1o prior trealy be-
pween Greal Botaln and Bosslu. Modern
explomtion diseloses that this anclent
boundary i3 impracticable as o geograph-
feal tact.  In the wonsettled condition of
that region, the guestyon bus lacked bin-
portance, bul the discovery  of mineral
wealth in the territory which the line is
supposed to traverse adwonishies ug that
the thae hus come when an o securate
knowledge of the boundary ks newdful
to avert jurisdctional  complications,
I recommeud, therefore, that provision
be waile for & prellminary reconpolsance
by officers of the Duited States, to the
cnd of nequiring more precise informa-
tion on the subject. 1 have luvited LHer
Majesty's government Lo consider with
us Lthe adeption of 4 wore convenient
boundary to be established by meridian
or uther observation, or by known geos
graphieal features, without the necessity
of #n expensive survey of the whaole,

The lute insurrectionary movements in
Hayti having been quelled, the govern-
ment of that republic bhas made prompt
provision for mhmliraliug the losses saf-
fered by foreigoves bocause of bostilities
there, and the claims of certaln eitlzens
of the Unhed States will be in this man-
ner determined,

The loug pending clalma of the two
oitizens of the Uulied States, Pelletler
aud Lazare, bave been dis

Unired |

with |
| tinnes.,

cach claimant, has been made, which by
the terme of the engagement is final, It
rewmnaing for cong
payment of the stpulsted moiety of the
eXponses,
A question arose with Havti during the
| past yvear by reason of the exceptional
treatiment of an Ameriean citizen, Mr, Van-
bokkelen, a resident of PPort Au 'rinee,
| who, on siit by ereditors reslding in the
| United States, was sentenced 1o impris-
onment, and under the operation of Hay-
r' tian statute was deuied relief secured to

a native Haytinn.  Thiz govermnoent as-

serted his treaty right to equal treatment

with natives of Huyti lo ali gults at law,

Our contentiop wag denjed Dby the Hay-

tinn government which, bowever, while

gtill professing to maintuin the ground
tuken against Mr., VaobokKkelen®s right,
| termineted the cintroversy by setting
| him st aberty without explanation.
| An interuational conference to consider
the means of arresting the spread of
cholors und other epudemic  diseaszes was
held at Rome in May last, and adjonrned
Anex-
pert delegnte on bebalf of the United
States bas attended and  will submit re-
port,

Qur relations with Mexico continue to
be most cordind as beflits those of nelgh-
bors between whom the strongest ties of
friendshipund commercial intimacy exist,
a& the naturad and growing consegquence

of our gimilarity of nstitntions  and
geographical propinguity. The reloca-

tion of the boundury Iine between the
United States and  Mexico eastward of
the Rip Grande under the convention of
July 20, 1882, ha= been unavoidably de-
layed, bat I apprebend no ditficulty  in
securing a prologgation of the period of
s accomplishment. The lately con-
cluded commercinl treaty with  Mexico
still awalts the stipulated Jegislation to
ciarry its provisions into effect, for which
one yvear s ndditional time has been
cured by a supplementury  artiele signed
in February lust and since ratified on
both sides.  As this convention, o im-
portant to the commercial wellure of the
two aljoinlng countrics, has oeen con-
stitutionully contirted by the treaty-
muking branch, [ express the hope that
legislation to make it effective mny not
be long delayed. The Jarge inttux of
capitil and enterprise 5 Mexico from the
vnited States continnes to abd in the de-
velopment of the resourees and in aug-
menting the material well-being of our
sister republic; lines of vallway, pene-
trating to the heart aond caplital of the
country bringing the  two into
mutunlly beneticial intercourse o=
Inrged — facilities  of  transit, ndd-
ed 10 protfit ble  commeros,  ereate
new mnrkets, and furnizh re-
venues to other isolated communities,
I have slready adverted to the sugeestod
construction of a ship rallway ncross the
narrow  formation of the territory  of
Mexico at ‘Telhennnrepec. With  the
gradual vecovery of Parn from the effects
of her late disnstrons contlior with Chili,
and with the restoration ot ¢ivil author-
ity in that distracted countey. it s hopaid
that pending war clalas of our Citizens
will e adjusted,

1n conformity with notification given
by the goverdment of Porm, the existing
treatics of conpmeres and exirndition be-
tween us and that country will tenminnte
Muareh 31, 1884,

Oue goml reélationship with Russia con-
An oflicer of the nuvy detalbsld
now on Lis wuay to

-

H

for the purpose s

Siberin, bearing the testinoninls voted
by congress o those who generounsly

stpcored the survivors of the unforoannte
s Jeannette™ expedition,

It is grasifyivg o advert o' the cor-
diality of our Intereourse with Spain,
The long pending elafm of the owners of
the shup  **Masonn fon s flerod
through the admitted deretiction of the
Spunish aonthorities In the Phillippine
Isiands, has boen adjasted by arhitration
and an indemnity awarded,  ‘U'ne prinei-
ples of arbitration in such cases to which
the United States has longe aml

Consiat-

ently adhered, thus receive o fresh andd
gratifying contirmution, Uther guestions
with Souln have been disposed of o

are under diplomatie considerntion with
A view to just and hosorabile settlement.
I'he operation of the commervial agree-
ment with Spain of Javudrey 2d amnd Feb-

roary 14, 1550, has been founnd  inades-
giiate to the commercial need of the
Liniedl SLVLes il the =pmnish
Autilles, and the terms of the agree-
ment  are suhijected o eoulbict-
Ing Interpretutions o those islnds,
Negotintions  bave  boeen  lostitated  at

Mudrid for a full treaty not open to the
objections, sl in the lioe of the general
policy touclnng the neighborly  ioter-
vourse of proximate commuanities, to
which 1 elsewboere advert, and aining,
moreovei, ot the removal of existing
burdens and anuoving restrictions; and
wlthough o satisfuctory termination s
prowised 1 am compelled to delay 1t at-
nouteement.

An interoational eonference was heid
nt Berne in Seprember, on the inyvitstion
of the Swiss goverunient., The envoy of
the Ulnited Stutes atteuded nsn delegate,
but refrained from cowmmitting the gov-
vratnent to the results, even by signinge
the recommenditory protocol adopted,
The interesting and lmportant subject of
international copyright bas boen hefore
you forseveral vears, Action §s certainly
desivable o effeot the objeot in view,
and while there may be & question 8= to
the relutive sdvantage of treating t by
legizlation or by speciiic treaty, tue mu-
tured aews of the Berne conferenee cai-
not fadl to aid your vonsideration of the
.'\'.l:'jl‘l ts

The termination of the commercial
trealy of 1562 between the United States
and Turkey has been =ought by that gov-
ernment, While there is o question us to
the suttimeney of the potice of the ter-
wloation given, vet the commercinl
rights of our citizens \n Turkey come un-
der the favored ootiopal gusrantecs of
the prior treary of 1860, sud  as equal
trentment s admitted by the porte, no
conveulend® can result from the assent
ol this government Lo the revisions of the
Ottoman  tariffs, on whivh the treaty
powers  have  beon  fovited (o join.
Questions converning our citlzens in Tar-
hey may be affeened by the porte’s non-
neguilesconee fu the right of expatristion,
and by the hwmposition of religlous tests
a3 A condition of resideace, in which
this governtent canpot concur. ‘The
Uunlted States must hold in thetr inter-
course with every power that the status
of their citizens is to be respected, and
equasl elvil privileges accorded o them
without regard to creed, and affécted by
no considerations save those growlog out
of domicilinn return to the lawd of vrigi-
sal alleglance, or of unfultitled personal
obligatious which way survive under mu-
uleipal luws after such voluplary return,

The pegotintion with Venezuela rela-
tive to the rehearing of the awards of
the mixed comnmission constituted uader
the treaty of 150U, was resumed, in view
of the recent acqulesceuce of the Vene-
guclan envoy in wbe principal poiot ad-

ns

posed of by | vanced by thls goveru uent, thal the ef-

vae to provide for the |

aside by the operation of a new conven-
tion. A result substantially in accord
with the advisory suggestions contained
in the joint resolution of March 3, 1853,
has been !I,E."!'“l‘i.l npon, and will iljnr[l_\'
be submitted to the senate for ratiflea-
tion.

Under section 30530 of the revized stat-
utes, all funds beld in trust by the
United States, and the annual interest
acerning thercon, when not otherwise
required by treaty, are to be invested In
stocks of the United States bearing a
rate of ioterest not lesz than § per cent
per annum. There being now no pro-
curable gtocks paying #0 high a rate of
interest, the letter of the etatute is at
present lonpplicable, but its spirit 15 sub-
served by continuing to make invest-
ments of this nature In eurrent stocks
bearing the highest interest now paid,
The statute, however, miakes no provi-
slon for the disposal of such aceretions,
It being contrary to the general rule of
thizs government to allow Inteérest on

| elaims, | recommend the repeal of the

| lar treaty was afterwards signed by

provision in question, and the disposi-
tion, under a uniform rule, of the present
gecumulations from investment of trust
funds.

The Inadequacy of existing legi=lation
touching citizenship and opatirslization
demanc s your consideration. While
recog ) #ing the right of expatrintion, no
Etaty o'y provision  exists  providing
meat s [or renouncing citizenship by nn
Ameelann, native-born or naturalized,
nor for terminating and vacating lm-
proved acquisition of citizenship. Even
a frandulent decree of naturalization can-
not now be cancelled,  “I'he privilege and
franchise of American eitizenship shounld
be granted with care, amd oxtended to
those only who Intend in good faith 1o
assume s duties and responsibilities
whien attaining its privileges, It shiould
be withheld from those who merely go
through the forms of naturalization with
the lutent of escaping the duties of their
original alleginnee without taking upon
themselves those of their new  status, or
who may reguire the right2 of Ameriean
citizenship for no other than a hostije

purpose towurd their original
government. These evils hnve
had many flagrant  ilHustrations.

T regard with favor the suggestion put
forth by one of my prodecessovs, that
provision may be muade for a centrul
burean of record of the decreesof nutural-

ization gr:lllil'll by the variois courts
throughout the United States now in-
vested with that power.  The rights

which spring from domiclle in the United
States, especially when coupled with a
declaration of intention to become n cit-
izen, are worthy of detinition by statute.
The stranger coming  hither with intent

to remain, establishing his resldence
in our midst, contributing 1o the gen-

his voluntary et
Assime the re-

ernl  wellare, and by
declaring his purpose to

| sponsibility of eitizenship therehy gaing

un inchoate status which legisltion may
properly define, The laws of certnin
states and terrvitories admit o domiciled
alien (o the local franchise, conferring
on him the rights of citizenship to nde-
gree which places iim in the anomulous
position of belng & citlzen of o siete and
vetnot of the Upited States withio the
prrvisions of federal and donternationsl

Inws, It is important, within the scope
of nationnl legislation, to defioe this

right of ailen domicile ng distinguisbed
from federal natoralization.

The commercial relntions of the United
States with  thelr bnmediate  neighbors
and with importunt arens of  tratlie near
our ghores sugeest especially  Hberad o=
tercourse between them and ws,  Fuol-
lowing the treaty of 1858 with' Mexico,
which rested on the of reciprocal
exemption from customs  duties. other
similar treaties were inltated by my pre-
decessors, |:l‘|'nurn(i!:_‘_[ thie yeed of less
obstrueted tratie with Coaba amld Porto
Ricoy and met by the desire of Spiin 1o
snecor  languisbing  interest in the an-
tillea, gteps were taken 1o attain those
ends by a treaty of commerce, A slmi-
' the
domivion republic,  sobseguettly over-
tures were made by Her Britaaie majos-
tv s government for a like muotunl exten-
sion of commercial intercourse with the
British West Indlan and South Americin
independencies. nut without result.

On taking oflee 1 wihdrew for re-
execution the treaties =igrned with Spain
andd Santo Domingo then pending before
the senate,  The  result has been to sat-
isfy me of the inexpediency of entering
into engrgements of this character not
covering the entire tratlle. These treatles
contemplated the surrender by the United
States  of  darge revenoes for ipadequite

bi=is

considerations,  Upon sugar alone du-
e were surrendered to an amount  far

exveeding wil the sdvantuges offered in
exchange.  Fven were it lntended  to re-

lieve  onr cousmmers, It was evident that
#0 long 45 the exemption bat partinlly
covered  our importation, such reliet

winild he :Ii:n-.-rj 4 I'os r.-liu"m_‘h i reve-
nue o essentidl seemel highly mprovi-
dent ot i time when new god birge drning
upol the treasury  were conteéinplated,
Moregver, embarrassjng (uestions wounld
have arlsen under the favorod nation
Clanses of trestes with othier nations.
A= a further ohjection it is evident that
taritf regolation by  treaty  diminishes
that Independent control over 18 own
revienties which Is essential for the safety
and welfare of any government. Au
vmergeney calling for an ineresso of tux-
ation may at noy thne arise, and o on-
gagement with & foreign power  should
eXi=l 1o bamper the action of the guveru-
ment.

By the fourteenth section of the ship-
plog net approved Jone 26, 1884, ecitain
reductions and  contingent exempiions
from tonnage-ducs were made a8 Lo yes-
sels entering ports of the United States
from auy forelgn port in North amd Cen-
tral America, the West [ndin Islands,
the Dahamas and Bermudas, Mexioo and
the isthmus, as far us Asplowall and
Panama.  The governments of Belglum,
Denmark, Gernmany, Portugal Sweden
and Norway have asserted, under the
favored-nation clause in their treaties with
the United States, a ¢lalm 1o lke treat-
ment In respeci (o vessels comiog (o the
United  States  from their  home
porta, This government, howeyer, holds

thut the privileges  grantod by
the act  are purely  geographical,
applying 1o any vessel of any

foreign power that may choose o engage
in tratlic betweon this country and suy
port within the detinced zone, and that no
warrant exists under the favored-nation
clause, for the extension of Lhe privileges
in question o vessels salling lo this coun-
try fiom ports outside the lmitstion of
the act. Undoubtedly the relations of
comierce with our near neighbors,
whose territories form so long & troutier
line difticult to be guarded, wud who tind
in our country, und equally offer 1o
us natural markets, demand special and
conslderate treatment, It rests with eon-
gress to consider what legislative action
may lncrease the facllities of iutercourse
whi::h contigully mukes natural and de-
sirable.
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