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AT FOLT Y -Ea T,

Al twil'ght, vls-a v s w th fale,

She sal, uubappy nod slorve;
Her m'lestones numbered forty-elght,
No olber palliway crossed hor own,

No tender volee robbed nge of gleom,
No emiling faces chtvrod her sluhl—

There only glided through the roon
The plaatom of a dead delight,

“How dim and drear the pathiway seems,”
Bhe sald, “to me al forts-e'ght}

Long s'nce I wakened from my dreams—
I sock for naught; for nothing walls

“1 am like one who blindly gropes
Towird fading sunseta in the West

Behind me He youths shattered hopes,
What can I ask for now but resi!

“Bome joys [ sought with beart on fire
Would tind me now but all too lale—
1 watched ambitions funeral pyre
Bura down ere I was forty-elght.

*“With nanght to hope. expect or win,
Thls lonely lot remuins to me;

To count the nrocks of what *hins been'
And know that nothlng more can be,"

Too ead {6 weep, 100 tired o pray,
Alone she sab nt forly-eigh'y
While sunset colors paled to gray—
How desolute, bow desalnte!
—XTla Wheeter Wilcoz.,

Mathias Sandor.
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CHATTER 1V,

TORONTHAL'S DANE.

At Trieste “socicty" is nearly nons
existent, DBetwoen different races as
botweon castos, it is seldom found.  The
Anstrian officislsnssume the higloat posi-
tion, and take precodenco secording to
their respoctive ranks,  Generally thesoe
men are distinguished, well eduented and
well meaning 3 but their pay is so smnll
for thewr position that they are unabile
to enter into comuelition with the tead-
ingund bapking elusses.  These lattor, as
entertminments are rore jpoonge the rich,
unid the parties given by the oflicinls are
neavly all unmubitions, have taken to
display most of their wealth in outside
ehow—iu the strests by theirsumptuons
sarcinges, and ot the theatre by the ex-
truvagunee of their dress and jewelry,

Among these opulent fumilies that of | ™

Bilas Toronthal
pluce,

The head of the honse, whoso cradib
extonded far beyond the limits of

held o distinguished

Austro-Hungary, was then in his thirty- |

soventh year, With Mme, Toronthal,
who was severyl yewrs his junior, lLe
ocoupied n mansion in the Acquedotio,
He wus supposed to bo very rich—and
he should have been,  Bold and fortun- |
nte  specalations on the Stoek Ik
change, n large business with the Ans- |
trian Lloyds und other extensive com- |
pantes and the issuing of several impor-
tant loans hind, or ought to have, brought
huge sums of money into his coffors,
Henee his hiousehold was conducted on
8 Eoale of (‘Ullhhh‘l‘ﬂll]n'hlll!'lhlni‘. |
Novertheless, as Baveauy hind said to
Zirone, therto was o possibility that the
affiuirs of Silas Torouthal wore slightly
smbwrrassed —nt  least  for n  time
Seven years before, when the funds |
woere shaken by the Franco-Italinn  war,
Lie had veoeived a sovore blow, and moro
vecently the disastrons campuign whicl
ended ot Sodows hud eent down the
prices on every Eschangoe in BEurope,
mare espeeinlly on thoso of Austrin-
liungury, nnd chictly those of Vienns,
Pasth and Triesto, The nceessity of
providing the large amouuts then deawn |

out on the carrcnt accounts not im-
polably  caused him sevions ineons |
Penisnce. But when the orisis  had

pussed ho doubitless recovered himsolf,

| entrusted with the disposnl of cortain
| wine anid other gifls under elreum-

tnnees i which it wes not always de-
| girable thint the Trieste banker sbould
| appear 1 person, Jlaving been engaged

in these and other mther sospicions

Fuhvlu- n, Hare iy ok Liaz fox W, or ru{lu-r
| his hond, into the bank ;. and eontinned

to carry on o sort of system of extortion
on Toronthinl, who wns not, however,
quite at his merey ; inosmaech s o
material proof existed of their muataal
dealings. DBut a banker's position is
one ol oxlreme delicacy, A word may
ruin him.  And Sarcany knew lhow to
takie advantoge of this,

But Toronthal Enew what he wns
pbout. He had parted with certain
sums, wlich had been dissipated in the
gambling hiouses with the reeklossness
of an ndventurer who takes no thought
of the future, nied then Sareany bocoms
ing too unfoctnnate, the banker sud-
denly drew his purse-stringsand refusod
furthier eredit Bareany threatened ;
Torvonthal remnined firme Amd hie was
sgafo in domg so, after all, for Sarcany
Ll no proofs, and no oue would believe
hin.

This was the reason that Soreany and
his comrade, Zivone, found themselves
at the end of their resourees, and with-
otit oven the wherewithol to leave the
town and seek their fortune elsewliers
Anil we know how Toronthal eame to
their help with suflicient funds to enablo
thewm to veturn to Sicily, wheie Ziroue
belonged to one of the secrel socioties,
The banker thus hoped to get rid of the
Tripolitun, and hoped never to see or
hear of him ngain. He was doomed to
disappoiutment in this, as in most other
mndters,

It wns on the evoning of the 18th of
May that the 200 florins had renched the
wdventurers at their lotel,

Six days alterwards, on the 24t of the
same month, Sareany presented himself
ut the bank and demanded to gee Silns
Toronthal, and so wueh did he jousist
that he wis at le ngth received,

The panker was in his priviate offleo,
and Swreany eefully elowed the door

ua soon as e had boen introduced.
“Yon agun " exelaimed Toronthal,

[ o What nre yon doing here 7 I sent vou,

and for the last time, quite cuongh to
help vou to leave Trieste ! You will gt
nothing more from e, whintever you
iy say or do! Wiy have yon not
gone? 1l fake stops to put o stopper
o yon for the future! What do you
want ¥

Mirenny received the b adside YOry
coolly.  Hewns quite prepared for it
Hhs athitnde was what it leud always
boen of late i Jus visits to the bankoy
misolent and provoking

Not only was Lo master of himseld,
It Be wis quite serions. He lind stepped
up lo n chair, withoont being invited to
sit down, amd waited until the hanker's
bad temper had evaporated before be
]t]'.(nl_

“Well, why dou't you gpeak ** eon-
tinned Toronthnl, whoe, after lmrriedly
striling to and fro, had sut down,

“T'm o walting 21l yon are ealm,™ re-
plied Suveany, very quictly ; “and 11
wail ns long an is necessary,”

SWhat does it mstter whether T am
enlm ?  Tor the lust tume, what do yon
want ¥

“Silas Toronthal,™ angwered Sareany,
“T have o little businoss to propose to
you, ™

“Ido not want to talk DLusiness to
youl” exelmimed the banker. * There
15 nothing i common between vou aod
e, aid Lonly expeet to hoar timt you
are ofl [rom Trieste toalay forever”

1 expect to leave Trieste,” auswered
Sareany, “but Ido not like to go until
I have vepaid you what 1 owe 1"

“You repay me ?—yon ¥

“Yes, repay you interest, eapital,
without saying snything of the—"

Tovonthel shenggod his shonlders at
this nnexpocted proposition.

“The sums 1| have wdvanceed,” ha
gadd, *tare chavged to profit and loss aud
ade written off ! 1 consider we nre olear,
1 want nothing from you, aud I am above
such trilles "

Y And af it pleases me to remgin your

5

delitor?”

“And if it plosses mo to remain your
eraditor ¥

Then Toronthsl and Sareany looked
ab encli other, and then Sercany with o

aud if what Sarcaoy hud 'said was cors | "'I'r'?:: of lus shonldors econtinned ;

peot it must have been his recent speons
ktious only which lLad led him iuto
diffieultien.

During the last fow months o greas |
ehiange had come over Torouthal, IHis
whole look bad altered without his
knowledga, Heo was not, nas formerly,
master of lnmself, People had noticed
that he no longer looked them in the |
fnoe, ns lind been his onstom, but rather
eved them nskanoe,
eaped the votice of Mue, "Poronthal, a
coufirmed invalid, without energy, aud
submissiveness itself, who know very |
Little about his business matlora

And if some disaster did mennce
Yoroathal, it must be admitted that he
would get very littlo sympathy, He
had many customers, but fow friends,
The Ligh opinion he held about his posis
tion, his native wvanity, the wairs le
gave himsolf on all ogcasions, luvd not
dome him auy good.  Aud sbove ull the
people of Triests looked upon him as &
foreigner bocause lie was born at Ragusa,
and hence wus o Dalmatinn.  No fumily
bies attached him to the town to whiach
be had come fiftesn yours before to lay
the foundation of his fortune.

Suok, then, was the position of Tor.
onthal's bank, Although Barcany bad
his suspicions, nothing had ocenrrei to
give rise to o rumor that it was iu dili-
enltiea.  1ts oredit remained unshakon.
And Count Bandorf, after vealiziug lus
investmonts, had deposited with 1t »
ponsiderable sum —on coudition that it
should alwnys be availuble st (weuty-

. four hours’ notice,
that & oon-

¥y
formed between s bauk of ruch high
snd such a very dubiocus

This had npot es- ll

s are only phivases, nnid there is
nothing m phiemses. I repeat, |
to bring yvou some vory important busis
|4|'!~.“

** And suspicious business, too, I dare
sy T

“Well, it is not the first time that you
AV ot Lo e

“ Words, nothing but words,” said the
banker,

* Lasten,” said Sarcany,
wiel,™

S And yon hivd better.™

“1f what I am going to tell yon does
pot snit yon, say so, and Il go.*

“From here or from Trieste "

 From here and from Tricsto™

“"To-morrow B

“This evening!”

HSpeak, then ! .

*Well, then, this is it," said Sarcany.
“PBut” added hLe, looking around,
* you are sure 1o one ean hear us ¥

*You wounld like our interview to be
secrvet, then ! asked the baukor irom-
cally,

* Yes, Silus Toronthal, for you and |
biold in our hauds the lives of important
personnges,”

“You do. perhaps, T do not 1™

* Well, then, see. T am on the track
of a conspirnoy.  What its objeot is 1 do
not yet know.  Buat after whiat has bap-
pened on the plains of Lombardy, aftor
the business ol Badows, all that is not
Austrion I8 aguiust  Austria, And 1
have some reason to think that o move.
ment is on foet io fuvor of Hungary by
which we can profit.”

Toronthal, as his enly reply, ocoug-.
tented himeell with saying :

*1 have nothing to get out of your
oouspiroy. ™

“ Perhaps not.”

“ But how ¥

a

e ig dl:i:‘m'l.pun‘ it

“ m m.“

Aud Sarcany told him of all that

(LR INES ]

“X will be

had
hoppoued i the @ld cemetery, of the

| earrier pigeon, of the intercepted mes.

eage—of which he had taken a fac-simile
| —nand of iow he had found out the bird's
destination. He added that for five
days he snd Zirone had been watching
the honse ; how the same people mot
there every night, not without great
precautions ; of other pigeons that had
gone away, and others that had come;
of how the house was guarded by an old
servant, who earefully inspectod ull who
approached ; of how Sarcany and lis
companion had been obliged to act with
cireumspection to evade the attention of
this old man, and of Jhow, during the
Just few days, ho had raised suspicions.

Toronthal began to listen more atten-
tivoly to what Sarcany told him. e
‘msked himsell if it were true, and what
gnin Lo could get ont of it When the
story was told, when Sarcany for the
last time aflirmoed that there was a con-
spiracy agaiost the State and that some-
thing conld be made out of reveanling ita
existence, the banker asked the follow-
ing gnestious:

“Where is the honse 7"
Y No. 89 Avenue de Acauedotta, ™

o whom does it belong #*

“Ty n Hungarian gentleman.™

“ What is the Hungariau gentleman's
name "

* Connt Ladislas Zathmar.”

“And who arve the people that visit
Lim®”

“Two chiefly; two of Hungaring
birth."
“Oneo is

" A professor of this town. His nam
is Stephen Bathory.”

" The other ijs—"

" Count Mathias Sandorf.”

Toronthal made a start of surprise,
which did not escape Sarcany, He had
easily fonnd the three names by follow-
ing Bathory to the Corsa Studion aud
Sandorf to the Hotel Delorme.

*Yon see, Toronthal,” continued Sar-
eany, *these are the names I have no
hesitntion in giving yon. You see I am
not playing with you."

“All that is very vague!™ replied the
banker, who evidently wished to koow
more before committine himsolf,

“Vaugna ?* said Sarcanvy.

*“Yes! To begin with, you have no
material proof.”

“Aud whatis this then

The copy of the messnge was placed in
Toronthals hands. The banker ex-
amined it, not without curiosity., DBut
is eryplographio words guve no sign of
sonse to him, and there was nothing to
prove that they wers of the importauce
thnt Bareany assortod, If he hnd any
interest in toe affide it wos merely so fur
us it affeeted his eugtomer, Count Sau-
dorf, aud with him nothing could oceur
to muke Lim unensy, unless it camo to
pass thiok e desired to deaw oub at short
uotice the funds deposited in the bank.

“Well," said he at longth, “my

opinion stillis that itis very vagie.”

“ Nothing soems elearer to me, on the
contrary,” answered Sarcany, whom the
banker's attitude in no way dismayed.

* Have you been able to deeipher this
lottor ¥

*“No, but T know Low to do g0 when
the time comes. ™

“ Aud how 2"

*“1 have had something to do with
such mutters before,” said  Sareany,
“and o good many ciphered despatelios
have passed throngh my honds.  FProm
a caveful examinntion of that one I soe
that its key does not depend on a npm-
ber or a couventional alplnbet which
utivivntes to o letter o diferent mean-
mg to s real meaninge. 1o thus letter
01 & 16 AL 8 0 I 15w py but the lotters
are arrmnged in g eertein order, which
order can bo discovered by o grating”

Sareany, ns woe know, was right. That
was the system that had been used for
the corvespondence. We also know that
it was the most indecipherable one that
could be fouund,

“Bo it so0," said the banker, **1 do
not deny but what you arve right: bat
without the grating you eannot rewl the
e e

* Evidently,”

“*And L ow will you get the grating
“1 do not kuow yet," nusworad Sar-
oany; bt rest nssurved L shall get at"”

“Really ! Well, if 1 were in vour
place, Surcany, T shonld give mysolf a
gmhl deal of trouble to do so ™

1 shall take the trouble that is nee-
esgnry,”

“dw what end ? I shounld eonteunt
myself with going to the police and
bhauding them tho message.”

S Iwill dose," replisd Sarcany, eoldly,
“but not with these stmple presmmp-
tiong. What 1 waut before I speak are
material, undenable proofs. 1 intend
to beoomoe moster of this conspiracy—
ves! absolute master of it, to gain ad-
vantages from whioh I ask you to share!
And who knows even if it may not be
bettor to join the conspirators iustead of
taking part agninst them ¥

Such language did not astonish Tor-
onthal. He well knew of what Sarcany
was capable. But i Sarcany did not
hesitate to speak in this way, it was
becatse he, too, knew of what Toron-
thal was eapable, His conscience was
elastio enough for anything. Sarcany
knew him of old, and suspected that the
bank had been in difionties for some
time, so that this conspiracy, snrprised,
betrayed and mado use of, might come
to its nid. Such was Sarcany’s idea,

Toronthal, on the other hand, was
seeking to join in with his old broker.
That there did exist somo conspiragy
aguinst the Austrian Government, amd
that Saresny had discovered the econ-
spirntors, he was inolined to admuat.
This house of Ladislas Zathmar, with
the secret meetings, this ciphered cor-
rospondence, the enormons sim hold at
eall by Sandorf —all bogan to look yvery
suspicions.  Very likely Saroany was
vight, DBut the banker was anxious todo
the best ho conld for himself and sound
the matter to the bottom and wonld not
yob give in. 80 Lhe ocoutented himself

with saving !

“ Aud when you have deciphered the
lotter—if you ever do—vyou will find it
OI.IIJ" tnfm | 71 pt’i\‘-\tl‘ affairs l'If uo im por
tance, and consequently there will be no

t for you—or me!"

“No!" said Sareany, in a tone of the
deopost conviotion. ““No! Tam on the
track of n serions conspirmey, couduot

by men of Ligh rauk, sud 1 add, Silm

|

| gain his confidence,

Toronthal, that you doubt it no mors |

than I do.”

“ Wall, what do you want?” asked the
banker.

Sarcany rosa, and, in a lower tone,
looking =traight at Toeronthal, replied :

“What I want is this: I want admis-
gion to Count Zathmar's house, on some
pretext yot to ba found, so that T can
Oneo there, where

nobody knows me, I shail get hold of the
grating and decipher this despateh, which
1 ean then make use of to further our
interests, ™

“ Our interests 7—why do you want to
mix me up in the affuir 2"

“ Beeause it is well worth the trounble,
and you will gain something ont of it."

“ And could not you do that by your-
self?"

“No! T have need of your help.®

* Explain.”

*To attain my end I want time, and
while I am waiting I want money. I
Lave none."

“Your credit is exhausted lLiere, yon
know !"

“Well, you will open another,”

* What good will that do to me#*

“This, Of the three men I have
apoken to you nbout, two are poor—
Zathmar and Preofessor Bathory —but
{he third is imwensely vich, His pos.
gessions in Transylvaninare considerable,
You know thataf he 18 arrested a3 a con-
spirator and found guilty his goods will
be confiseated and the greatest purt of 1
them will go to those who discovered |
and denounced the conspiracy! You
aud I, Silas Toronthal, we go shares "

SBarcany was silent. The banker made
no answer, He was thinking if it were
worth while to join in the game, He
was not the man to personally compro-
mise bimself in an affuir of this nature;
but he felt that his ngent would be man
enongh to act for both. If he decided
to joiu in the scheme he know well iow
to make a trealy that wonld hold his
man ot his merey and enable him to re-
main in the dark. He hesitated for all
that. Good! To get all, what did he
risk? Hoe need not appear in this edions
afflr, and he wounld reap the ’l['r}lit
enormous profit, which would get the
bank on a sonnd footing again,

“Well 7 nsked Sareany.

“*Wall?2 No!" answered Toronthal,
frightened at having such an associate,
or to use the proper yword, such an ac- |
t':'lllf'“l‘l*.

“You refuse 7"

“Yos—I refuseo—lbesides T do not be-
lieve in the success of your schemes.”

“Take care, Torouthial,” said Sarcany
in a threatening tone, which he could
nob restyngn.

“Tuke care?
Il}v:.n' 4

“OF what I know of cerfnin trausac-
tiony

“ Clear out 1" answerad Toronthal.

1 shall Know how to compel you—" *

“Go!"

At that moment there came a gentlo
knock at the door. As Sareany quickly
stepped to the window the door opened,
and the messenger said ina lond voice :

*Count Sandorl wili be gluad if Mr.
Toronthal will give him o fow moments' |
conversation.”

Then he retired.

S Conunt Sandorf 2 exelnimed Sureany,

The Lanker was anythine but plensed
for Sarcany to know of this visit.  And
be nlso foresaw that copsiderabls difli-
onlties would resalt from the Couut's
unexpeeied arvival,

S And what does Count Sandorf do
'!i‘i'-""':l- ]\.l‘il ."‘;n'r;lr:_\', H'I'l:;. ‘.'l“_\'. "Yl'lil,
then, have something to dowith the con-
spirntors at Connt Zathmar's ! Iu fact,
I huve been talking to one of them !

*Again, I tell you to go,”

“1 shall pot go, Toronthal, and 1
ehall find out why Connt Sandorf comes
to your banking house ™ ‘

At he r-ll'jaln‘-l into 1‘11]1}301.!111 lende
ing ont of the office and shut the door,

rl‘l‘ri!ll”::l] wis about to i‘;l“ :L:nl ll;i\'a
him turned out, but he thought better
of it

“No!" o mnitersd; “‘after all, it is
botter Sarcany should hiear all that goes
on!’

The bauker rang for the messenger
sl requested him to admit the Connt,

Sandorf entered  the office, replied
coldly, as was liis wont, to the obsegui- |
ous 1wquiries of the banker and seated |
himself 10 & chair which Toronthal
bronght forwand.

1 did not know, Count, that yon wera |
in Tricsto, sothat you call nnexpeotedly § |
but it s always an honor {or the bank to |
reecivoe o visit from yo ™ |

“8in" replied the Count, *1 am one
of your least important customers, and
I mever have much business, as yon
know., DBut I have to thauk you for |
having taken ohwrge of the money that
1 have with yon.”

“Qount,” observed Toronthal, *1
would remind yon that that money is on
ourrent anccount here, and that you are
losing all interest for it.”

“1 kuow,” replied Sandorf. ** Bat I
do not wish to make an investment with
your house ; it is left simply on deposit.™

* Quite s0, Connt, but money is doar
just now, and it does not geem right that
yours should vemain unproductive, A
tinanecinl orisis threatens to extend over
the whole country., The position is not
an easy one in the interior. Dusiness 18
paralyzed, Muany important failures
have shaken publie creait, and 1 am
afraid others are coming —'

“ But your house siv, is safe enongh,®
said Sandorf, “and on very good aune
thority 1 know that it has been but little
affected by these failures ™

“Oh, very little,” answered Toron- |
thal, with the greatest calmness.  ** The
Adrintie trade keeps us going with o
voustant flood of maritime business that |
is wanting to the Pesih and Vienova |
honses, and we have only been very
slightly touched by the ensis. 'We have
nothing to ecmplain of, Count, and we
do not complain.”

“Ican only eongminlate you, sir"|
answared Saudorf, By<the-by, with
yegard to this erisis, is there any talk of
paolitical complications iu the interior »'

Although Sandorf had asked the ques-
tion withoutl appearing to sttach auy
im to it, Toronthal regarded it
with rather more attention. It agreed
so well, in fuet, with what he had just
Lieard from Sarciny.

Aund of what, if yon

led and

T donot know of auything,” enid the
banker. “And I have pot heard thad
the Austrinn Government hins any ape
prehension on the subject, Have yon,
Count, any reason to suppose that some-
thing is—¥"

** Not at all,” replied Sandorf, “but
in banking eircles things are frequently
known which the public does not hear
of till afterwards, That is why I asked
you the question, leaving it to you to
answer or not ag you felt inclined.”

**I have heard nothing in that way,"
snid Toronthal,” and besides with a
enstomer like yon, Count, 1 shonld not
think it right to remain silent if I knew
anything, as your interests might suf-
fer.”" *I am much obliged to you,”™
answered Sandorf; and, like you, I de
not think there is mueh to fear either in
home or foreign matters, I am soon
going to leave Trieste on urgent private
uffuirs for Transylvauin.”

**Oh, you are away *" asked Toronthal
qnivkly.

“Yes, in a fortnight, or
later.”

“ And you will return to Trieste 2"

“Ido not think =o0,” answered San-
dorl, " But before T go 1 want to et
my mcconuts in order referring to the
Custle of Ardeunk, which are standing
over. I have recvived from my steward
n quantity of notes, furm rents and
forest revenues nnd T have not time to
check them., Do you know of any ne-
countant, or could you spare oue of
your elerks, to do it for me "

“*Nothing easier.”

“1 should be much ahliged.”

“When shall I send him to you,
Count "

‘“ As sBoon as possilile,”

“To what nddressz"

“To my friend’s, Connt Zathmnr,
whose house is 80, on the Acquedotta.”

“ 1t shall be lltl“t?, Connt."

“It will take ten duys or more, I
shonld think; and when the accounts are
in order I will Teave for Avtenak. I shall
be glad, therefore, if yon will have the
money ready. so that T ean draw.”

Toronthal at this request eould not
restrain a slight movemoent, which, how-
ever, was nnnoticed by Sandorf.

“What date do you wish to draw?™

“ The eighth of next month.”

“*The money shall bo ready.™

And Count Sandorf nnd the
bauker accompanied lhim to the door of
the ante-room.

When Toronthal re-entered his office
ho found Bareany, who greeted lim
with:

“ Before two days are over it is noces-
ey that I get admission to Count
Zuthmar's honse 1u the charncter of
this neconntant,”

And Toronthal answered:

S 1e 18 indeed [Ir‘l‘l"-‘.-.lj'.“

[ 10 ne o
. - ==

“Feovomy Is Wealth,”

Several travel nomen \\n‘l‘l'.\hi!lll'ﬂ‘,{
at a hotel in Colorado recently, and
one morning ot breakfast one of them
thoneht e recoonized an old friend
in the picee of beefsteak brought him
- friend *though lost to sight to
memory dear;" in other words he
stirmised that for cconomy’'s sake the
Bomifaee was a ropeater, and returned
the simo picces of sneculent ox that
wore sent back to the kitchen
times for ll';il;_: too rare or too well
done, as the might be,
municating his suspeions to his com-
panions, they muake 0
practical tesl; so one of thew fired his
pieee of stenk well with red pepper
and sent it back by & wailer, as belng
altogether too well done.  “Bring ma
n plece of stenk rave done, with no
he, “and dow't be all

perhapa

rose,

aNTINUED, |

SOne-

Caso Come-

resolvedd to

gravy,”" said
ilay about it."

Presently a freizht conductor eame
in and took a seant at the same table.
His order was *beefsteak well dono
with pleuty of gravy, no seasoning,
and hurry up your stumps.’’ The
traveling men nudged each other when
the engineer’s breakinst promptly ap-
[u-:ll't!tL for the steak looked .-au-dis.'r.‘-
ously like the *“doctored™ piece, and
s0 proved to be. The conduetor saw-
il ofl asection, placed it in his mouth
and set lus mastiieating machinery in
motion, Presently a lopk of alarm
overspread his toatures, tears enme in
his eves, he lowercd his head, and
vigorously fired the mouthful under
the table, then rvinsed his mouth and
exclalmed: By the Great dorn
.“\iu:uliwr what kind of a conk have Lhey
ol nt thisshebung? ' And sesing the
silron-colored tuce of the Chinese
griddle-greaser at the ¢huek-hole, Le
stabbed the section of leathery and
liighly seasoned moent with his fork
and threw it with considerable pre-
eision at the aforesaid tace and velled:
“Here, yvou heathen, take that and
save it for hash. And if you crittura
in there don't send me out n gool,
juloy piece, well done, no seasvuing,
inside of tive minutes 1'll run into you
withh n full head of steam on awd
throttle wide opon. You hear me!’
Then the commercial tourists roared
and explained their littde game, and
whep all had received what they want-
harmony reigned, they ad-
journed to the bar and the conductor
told them to *‘nominate their pizen."
—Peck's Sun,

-
Both Were Safe,

“Yes,"" exclaimed the old printer,
“1 fonght through the whole war, and
pever received a sceratch.,

vSodld LY remarked the restaurant

man.

“[tut Ifonght behind fortifieations,’
continued the old printer.

“So did 1L,"" replied the restauran!
kooper.

*Liny behind one of vour sandwiches,
which musketry could not penetrate,’
sald the okt printer.

wAnd 1 was safe fromartillery," re
torted the restaurant man, -

“Laid behind two of vour sandwicls
1 suppose,’” responded the old printer
sareastically,

“*Not much,” replied the restauran!

L]

man. A printing-office towel wm
stretched along our front.''—Agiwmar
Independent.

What Hanging is Likes
From the 'all Mall Gaaetto,
The following account of the sensa-
tions of hanging issent by a corre
spondent who is amemberofa kind of

“Suicide Club,” and was actunlly, be

says, partly hung the other day, in
the presence of several friends:

A good stont had been ob-
tained, This was securely fastencd to
rafters of the barn roof. 1 pulled at
the rope with my hands to make sure
that it would not break. Then I yer
mitted myself to be blindfolded and
mounted on a chair. For o moment ¥
I admit, I was wenk enough to turn
pale and tremble. [ soon, however,
recoversd my presence of mind.  Put-

rojw

ting my hend through the noose, |
gave thesignal. 1 felt the chairdrawn
from under me. There was a great

Jjerk and 1 fult a violent pain in my
neck, as though my searf had all of 0
sudden become tos Now comes
the most curious part of my experi-
ence.  After the lirst feelingof torture,
which T admit was decidedly severe, |
lost congcionsness, [ scemed to be
transported into a new  world, more
beantiful than anyihing imagined by
the poets. I was swimming, me-
thought, in asea of oil, The feeling
was exausitely delicions. As I swam
easily and without effort through the
liquid mass 1 noticed afar off an is-
land of the most glorious emerall
green in color. This it was my wish
to reach. I swam lazily and content-
edly on.  The sen kept every |

tieht,

instant
changing its hue, thotigh it remained
of the same substance throughont.
At one instant it wins a mass of gold.
ns though the sun were shining brill-
intly on it. The next moment it
was u vivid blood-red; but there was
nothing terrible or disgnsting in this
new color, It kept changing, in fact,
to all the hues of the rambow, yellow
and red being the predominant tints,
I pot neaver and neaver to theisle, As
Lapproached it there sprung out sud-
denly from the ground a number of
people strangely translignred, whose
faces geemed to be known tome. I at
fast reached the land. A mamificent
chorus of voices, human and those of
l-]r'd--, buest for: 11, 1 eloseil My ey esin

eostasy. 1 floated calmly onto the
shore, and lay as a child inits
crdle, shightly weakensd from, nas |

rll]ll-lrm’-i. i enervating ollect of the
oily matter in which I lad bheen gwini-
ming. At last I opengd my eyes. The
magic charm was at ance dinpelled.
The divine !i.‘l".'.'ll‘,l_'.‘rl'."_-l-nl. "The fuces
were sEil peering at me with an ex-
pression of cager enrosity, but I pers
Ceive i :'1;1‘ \hr_‘.' l--l]er!,'m[ Oy e tnerers

The pein in my neek
WS now i

of our society,
wiad great.
sion of my senses,
fortunately cut me
wos still weak wenk to at onee
relicve my friends” curiosity. When [
wis able to speak I told them my ex-
periences.  Thoueh I drew o charming
preture of the bliss which 1 had felt,
not one of them would consent o try
my experitent, They all considered
my conduct ill-:‘fl'ln‘, but abhsalite i'\.' -
fused to emulnte me. They said |
looked so ghastly.

Imentire lIIJ‘-\A
My friends had
down i thne. |

Lo

——  —
Salarvies for Clergy=-
men.

Clerical starvation is little less than

Nlarvation

a literal fact in the Protestant Epis-
according to the asser-
tion of the Church Press,

that when a man has been duly or-

copal church,
which argues

dained to thie enre of conls he is enti-

tleld to an adequnte support for hims
self and family from the bishop by
whom he has been sot apart, and
from the parish in which he toils. The
eiditor tells of a |'|t'|;_'.\lli.'l.il who wis
induced to relinguish & mercantile po-
sition worth $4,000a yvear,andduring
ten yenrs  of ministerinl e has
never roceived more than 3500 a
year, and now he bas o wife and four
children; vet he is strongly endorsed
lr_\‘ his lniwitl[r and ::i||-."t-\i'|1 1-}' hig
parishes, Another case taken as an
example is that of & man earnest and
devoted to the work, a zood reader
and a fair preacher. He has a wife
and six children. He is promised S500
and fnrnishes his own honse.
(51 ]I,llT e l'l'l"'i\-!ll st year
e has parishe-

re=orls '.'.j,r)

L Year,
ln point
less than 8100 salary.
OGS now a4t suannner
bhave not contributed one ditne to
their minister's support,
— -
A Funeral Wreath
YA diacon in a Western town recents
Iv died "savs the New York Comercial-
Advertiser. *llis pastor soon paida-
visit of condolence to the bereaved wid-
ow. She asked the ministerif he would
like to seethe funeral wreath. He as-
sented. She led him to the much-
prized memento and pointed out its
peculiarities. Ina broken voice she

—— -

sinid: “The red flowers were made of
his red flannels; the white ones of his
white flannels, The stamens were

made of the coffin shavings and the
yistils of his beard. The bervies and
quh were made of the pills that were
jeft when he died, and the feathery
wart was made of the feathers of the
ast chicken dear James killed before
e was taken 1.0 All this she said
without a panse for breath, and end-
ed her ghastly description of the
treasured wreath by imploring the
bewildered clergyman to lead in praye
o,

— —
A Remarkable Clock,
Brussels which
perpets

There is a clock at
comes about as near being
ual motion as can beinvented, lor the
sun does the winding, A shoft ex.
posed to the solar rays causes an up-
draught of air which sets a Lan in mo-
tion. The fan actuates mechanism
which raises the weight of the olock
until it reaches the top, and then puts
a break on the fan until the woight
has gone down a little, when the lan
is aeain liberated and procesdes to act
as before. As long ns the sun shines
frequently enough and the machinery
does not wear out, the clock is prac-
tically a perpetunl motion machine,

e ———
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