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OUR LIBRARY--THE OBJECT

We have been told, that today in the
village towns, women are doing the
most reading. may
be, it is a fact where library movements
have originated in these towns, women
have been the promulgators. In the
mad rush and search for material
wealth, which echaracterizes the cen-
tury, the majority of men are not find-
ing the time to devote to literary
pursuits. While they give their en-
couragement and support, the burden
of the work is falling upon the women.
This is a division of labor which does
not seem unfair, since woman’'s greater
refinement and innate love of the good,
the true and the beautiful must forever
claim her interest in that which tends
to the development of the highest cul-
ture. In response to the growing
need women's educational clubs are
=pread broadcast throughout the land
and women’s work along this line is
well recognized, but now and then we
hear them cry for ‘“‘new worlds to con-
quer.” All reform movements must
begin at the root of the evil, and instead
of clamoring for the power to vote, we
wonder why we cannot train our boys to
cast their votes for the right and let
every vote so cast be a mother’s proxy.
The channel of the stream of politics is
muddy. Let us not plunge therein, but
make a new source, turn the stream
and keep its waters pure.

Howsoever as this

But we are digressing, we start-
ed out to talk about our
Dalles library, an infant of a year,
strong, healthy and vigorous, in-
»isting upon its right to grow, develop,
exercise its influence and erying lustily
for more space in which to have its be-
ing. A few women, prone to help the
weak, heard this ery and endeavored to
satisfy thesedemands. We met, organ-
ized and armed ourselves, and from the
moment battle was declared ‘‘the enemy
was ours,’”’ falling easy victims to the
smiles of the soliciting committee. The
movement was started with modified
ambition which grew and grew as the
work progressed successfuly, until it as-
sumed gigantic proportions, but now at
the end, we know our loftiest flights
have not equaled the result. For the
financial success of this undertaking all
honor is due our solicitors. Theirs was
not a flowery path to tread, they were
met with stern faces and here and there
a frown deep inlaid, but withal purses
were opened and the committee were
only moved to actual tears once, when
told by an individual whose breakfast
had not been well digested, ‘‘that he
didn't care whether there was a library

_an the town or not.”” At the end of one
long and tedious afternoon’s work the
report came back to those waiting on
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the anxious seat “one hundred and
twenty five dollars and a =mile.”” The
first part of this report was listened to
with calmness.at the latter the business
manager fainted.

We regret exceedingly to learn of the
: llln' llllllk.‘-
and

several ceriticisms made on
in-
NoO

comimittee

now contained in the library
directly on the buyving committee.
one but the members of this
can realize the effort that is made to bay
with limited means the best
suitable books, In the first pl;ll_'l' it i=
taken for granted that the public desires
to read the books of the day, the books
that are now being read from one end of
the world to the other. Such books are
selected, and if they are disliked, con-
the liter-

the
been

and maost

demn not the committee but
and the authors of
present age.  Hitherto it has not
thought best to add the older and more
familiar works, as we have long had in
effort the
one for the accumulation of a special

arv  taste

mind an similar to present
sum for this purpose, and if out of our
two-hundred and thirty volumes, fiction
15 predominantly represented it is be-
demanded, but it
to supply
But
One glance

cause fiction is more
has been our earnest effort
only fietion of the highest order.
unfortunately tastes differ.
over the titles and with the condemna-
tory word ‘‘trash’ passes out, yet cer-
iinly there are many books on our
shelves  worthy any person’s reading,
however particular, but whose pages
are spotless, bearing no thumb marks
indicative of careful perusal. Another

looks carefully, eagerly and then disap-

pointedly and in wailing accents de-

mands “Mary J. Holmes,”” and “*Bertha

M. Clay,” while the librarian listens

breathlessly, surely the next mentioned

will be ““Nick Carter,”’but happily so far

has been saved from nervous prostrat-

ion. Whatisa buying committee to do?

They can only be governed by their best

despite the often re-

peated plea that “we want books only

for amusement reading,” yet it is the

judgement of the present committee

that they have no right to buy books

which possess no literary merit, which

tend to lower literary taste and which

cultivate in our young readers a liking
for light and utterly valueless reading.

Such a taste once developed is hard

to overcome and it is useless afterwards
to place within reach books which ele-
vate and refine.We realize that the ben-
efits which must necessarily result from

a library such as we hope to make ours,
will not acerue to us in any very great

measure, but to the rising generation, so
it behooves us to be careful what we
place within their reach.

The work of every successful author is
written for a purpose, contains one cen-
tral thought, one theme, endeavors to
teach a lesson that is good and whole-.
some. The ecareful reader will grasp
this theme, the cursory reader will
miss it and if as is often the case in pres-
ent day books it is elothed in light lan-
guage, is apt to condemn the book.
Books should not omnly be read but
studied.

The object of our library is to supply
a long felt want, to give the opportunity
to those who wish higher educational
advantages, a chance to gratify their
tastes, to those who wish to keep step
with the literary progress of the age, an
easy way of so doing, to pass time ren-
dering amusementcombined withculture,
and to juvenile readers a training school
for the mind, a valuable aid and sup-
port in the pursuance of their studies.
We wish our library to be used for
general reference by our scholars and
citizens. Yesterday this object seemed
a futile hope, a dream soon to fade,
today it is a proud realization. For
what we have accomplished this year
we have determined to do next
vear and the year afterward and soon
until the contribution of a few dollars

judgement, and

for the stpport of the city li]nl‘;tl‘_\' -
recitlar a thing as the pay-
We shall persist in our
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nent ol taxes.,
efforts upheld by the proud conscions-
ness of building up a publie institution
ol
hias been a
Ty

which admits
It

CHeonrayenent

for the plIInIf" wonnd,
nothing as a substitute.
of
that from time to time we have received
Bv =uch

SOouree rreal s
donations= of valuable books.
donations we are greatly aided in our
of our ambition 1s

work and the goal

placed more nearly within our grasp,

In addition to pointing out our great
commercial advantages, our facilities for
trade, to the stranger seeking a business
to turn

publie

location and a home, we desire
and point with pride to the best
~chools, the best hizh school and one of
the best pablie libraries in the state of
Oregon.
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The 1dea of Il':l\'t']ill_‘_{ Hbraries scemed
quaint enough, but now we are con-
fronted with traveling art gulleries. Yet
we wonder why these things were not
thought of sooner. and as we bow down
and worship the happy originators we
feel aggrieved that the thonght did net
occur to In New
York women's organizations have o ex-
tended the traveling library plan as to
include pictures as well as books. In
fact the of circulating pictures

seems to have originated

us. \‘t‘i:-'t'nu.\ill ill]ll

idean
with women.
Four years ago the College settlement of
New York found that it contributed as
much to the intellectual life of its neigh-
borhood by cireulating pictures, and
also games, as by circalating the more
traditional source of popular education.
Since the traveling library system was
established, wonlen's oreanizations have
supplemented their work of establishing
“traveling art galleries.”” In Missouri
the first steps in this direction
taken by Miss Mary Tanner, a teacher
in an art normal school. She observed
how art hungry were the students from

Iew

were

country homes, and interested a
friends in getting together a collection
of inexpensive pictures. These pictures
were exhibited in country schoolhouses,
and then lent out among those who came
to see them, each borrower agreeing to
return the picture within a certain time
in exchange for another. The innova-
tion was warmly welcomed and quickly
found supporters pre-eminently
among the women’'s ¢lubs. With regard
to the best class of pictures for such col-
lections Miss Tanner's observations are
of decided value. *“‘It depends’ she
says, upon the class among whom you
work. If thay are not well educated, 1
doubt the desirability of giving them
pictures of beautiful buildings or his-
toric places. What they want iz a
picture with a story “'I cannot read your
book, but I can read your picture,”” was
the way an old woman put the matter
to me once, and since then [ have tried
to get pictures with a story they can
make out themselves, such Millet's
Angelus and The Gleaners. Pictures of
landscapes and flowers always prove
popular.” In one respect pictures are
not so well suited for circulation as
books, since families become more at-
tached to pictures and often prefer to
keep the one’s they have rather than ex-
change it for another. But the value of
these traveling cireulating picture gal-
leries in awakening a taste for art in
communities now without art privileges
is almost incalculable. Some of the col-
lections sent out are for the especial use
of school rooms, and the education which
these pictures are sure to afford, when
lent for even a short time is sure to cre-
ate a demand for art, which will make
bare wallg in the future intolerable.
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There are in circulation in China at

the present time coins bearing the names
of emperors who lived two thousand

years ago.
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Many ladies of The Dalles and vicinity
the
“Oregon Congress of Women™ recently

have been  greatly interested  in

held in Portland. The educational and

social advantazes of such conventions
cannot be overestimated. and we hope
to ~end a delegation from this place next
source of
Tty

many of the leaders of this popular as-

[t has been a great

thiat

SeSS1011.

gratification and pleasare 1=
sembly have taken an interest in our

work and greatly encouraged us by
words of conmmendation amd by letters

We are indebted to Mrs.
Mrs. McComes and Mrs.
Ward for interesting accounts of their
We deeply
that lack of space prevents us from pub-

The

esting communication has been received

and articles,
Dunniway,
work.

convention recret

]i.-']:ih_-_' t‘Iilai;i[:;_{.-_ following inter-
from the l‘t't‘i\l‘t““;,{ seererary |

Porriasp, Ore., Apr. 23, 1898,

To the Women Editors of the Times-Mountain-
eer, of The Dalles, Or,

that
have undertaken the magnificent enter-
prize of editing the Times-Mountaineer,

Desr  Lapies :—Learning vou

“*for a [nr--.‘u'iiit' purpose, I desire 1o show
my personal “good wishes™ by a contri-
bution to yvour columns,

the
for

in
llnr-':-‘.i]li]itit‘r-'
st
them.

As women, we interested
better

women ; and as

are
higher and
WOIen be a
unit, as how best to To
heed those of experience and actual ser-
vice in the confliet, is the safest road to

Wwe

=s¢ecure

sSHCCess,

Many of your intelligent readers will
doubtless be interested to know thas, at
an executive board meeting of the State
Equal Suffrage Association at headguar-
ters, 294 Clay St.. Portland, Or., April
16th, our honored president Mrs. Abigail
Scott-Duniway invited the public to meet
and hopor Mrs. Alice Moor-McoCmas, of
Los Angeles, Cal., who had been with
us during tne congress of women the
first part of the week.

Mrs. McComas was the distinguished
leader of the Equal Suffragists of South-
ern California, and to her common sense
views, and cogservative plans for cam-
paign work, was due the majority vote
for the constitutional amendment of
1886 in that part of the state.

Mrs. MceComas
lovable woman, combining the gentle-
ness of true refinement, with the firm
independence of character that consti-
tutes a valiant leader. She for many
years has been a forcible writer. The
wife of a prominent Republiean office
holder fo Los Angeles Co., Cal., the
mother of three beantiful daughters, a
most lovable neighbor and delightful
companion. Such women add strength
and infloence to the cause of suffrage,
wherever they touch the key note.

is broad-minded,

a

Mrs. MeComas was called upon to give
a history of the work in California. She
responded with a lucid statement of the
eifferent plans of work adopted by the
northern, central and southern districts
of the state, for the Equal Suffrage
Amendment. She emphasized the fact
that women were not strivihg for any
“issue’” but a principle that will secure
the ballot on the same %runuds that sc-
cured it to men, that ‘““Taxation without
Representation is Tyranny.”’

Hoping you will make a great finan-
cial success of yvour venture, I am sin-
cerely your co-worker for Liberty."”

Mary ScHAEFFER WARD,
Portland, Or.

———— e

The buying committee will undoubt-
edly feel a great responsibility in spend-
ing the large sum placed at their dis-
posal. It is thought that some of the
subjects of general interest, including
literature, biography, fiction, travel,
art, education, history, science, lang-
uage, adventure, together with a large

number of choice juvenile books, can be
purchased. These books will be bought
in the east, as much better terms can be
procured, and there being sufficient
quantity for freight, charges will be
greatly lessened.

ATTORNEYS.

A: S. BEFNETT,

ATTORNEY AT
THE
FRED W. WILSON,

ATTORNEY

LAW,

Cor, 4 and Court Sts. DALLES, OR.

AT LAW.

THE DALLES, OR.

Over Ist National Bauak

S.E. VAN VACTOR,

AT LAW,.
DALLES. OREGON

ATTORNEY
THE

D. H. ROBERTS.
AT LAW.

Notary Public.

ATTORNEY

Collections
IHTUNTINGTON & WILSON,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW.

Typewriting

THE DALLES, OR,

N..J. Sinnott Roger B. Sinnott.
SINNOTT & SINNOTT,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW.
E. Cor. Court & 2d. THE DALLES, OR,

Over Ist National Bank.

N

A. A, Jayne John Michell.
JAYNE & MICHELL,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW.

Rms. 15 & 18 Vogzt Hlock. THE DALLES, OR.

E. B. Dufur Frank Menefee.
DUFUR & MENEFEE
ATTORNEYS AT LAW.

New Vogt Block. THE DALLES, OR.

HAYWARD H RIDDELL,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
THE DALLES, OR.

. Y

Voght Block

H. WILSON,

ATTORNEY AT LAW.
Oftice in French & Co.’s Bank Building.
THE DALLEES, OR.

W.

DENTISTS.

H. A.

STURDEVANT,
DENTIST.
THE

Over French's Bank. DALLES, OR.

DR. W. TACKMAN,
DENTIST.

Rms. 8. 9. & 10 Vogt Blk. THE

TELEPHONE No.

I)l: [). SI[)I)I\ IJIJ,
DENTIST.
2 Crowm and Bridge work a Specialty.
THE DALLES, OR,

S. H. FRAZIER,
DENTIST.
Rms. | & 2 Chapman Blk. THE DALLES, OR.

Oftice Phone 376. House Phone 281.
m———

& SURGEONS,

DALLES, OR.
73

PHYSICIANS

DR. O. C

Rooms 19 & 20 Vogt Block.

HOLLISTER,

THE DALLES, OR.

GEISENDORFFER & REUDY
PHYRICIANS & SURGEONS.
Room 22 Vogt Block. THE DALLES, OR.

TELEPHONE 828. '

T

DR. WM. SHACKELFORD,
PHYSICIAN & SURGEON.
Room 14, Vogt Block. THE DALLES, OR,
TELEPHONE: Office, 22. House, 84,

DR. BELLE C. RINEHART,
Rooms 8 & 7 Vogt Bik.
Res. Head of Laughlin St,, on Bluff.
Tel. Office. 318 House. 319. THE DALLES, OR.




