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~ PRIMARY ELECTION REFORMS

No effort for good government is

. wholly lost. If the result on electicn

day is disastrous, the determination of

~ reformers and the growing enlighten-

ment of the people iscertain to receiye
some recognition from the ruling politi-
clans. And may even fores frem them
some approach to the remedial meas-
urescontended for, eays the Oregonian.
A fresh illustraiion of this truth is
found in the state of New York today.

+Notwithstandine the perpetuation of
Platt in the state, and enthronement
of Tammany in the city, the advocates
ol electivn reform are moving un-
dauntea on the legislature, apparently
in zo00d hope of wresting from that
boag-ridden body some act that will en-
able the voters to have their say be-
fore the pomirating conventionas.

An ideal primary law Is not te be
expected; if for no other reason that
none js in existence. Probably it
would be hard to improve on tha pres-
ent Oregon primary law: but as every-

*.—  body In Oregon knows, the law itself

is powerless to accomplish good results
unless it is honestly and intelligently
used by the yoters. The most that can

B be expeoted in New York is a begin-
~ ning; sod this begioning is a statu-

e

i
i." .

W)

tory recognition of the right of the
stats to control the primary elections
of parties. All the drafts of primary

 reform bills at Albany recognize this

" principle, but differ materially in de-

tails. A radical measure is that of-
fered by the Union League Club. It
proposes to put the primary elections
@f all parties in cities of the first and
second class under a primary law. It
provides that any voter, on any of the
four days set apart for registration
preceding an election, shall be given
an opportunity to enroll himselfas a
member of a political organization.
After he had registered his name asa
voter he will be asked by the registra-
tion officiala if he wishes to enroll for
| the purpose of participating in a prim-
ary elaction. In case he does he will
namse the political party with which
he axpects to act, and his name will be
placed upon its rolls. Incase his right
to enroll with a party is challenged,
. he must sign a declaration or answer
eertain questions to show that he is in
general sympathy with the principles
of the party which he has named, and
it is his preeent intention to vote with
it at the ensuing election. The de-
claration is in the most liberal terms,
and affords ample opportunity for any
voter wno wishes to have political

- affiliations to ally himself with one

party or another. [n case a voter whe
_for any reason has failed to enrol) him-
salf during the four days of registration
‘desires to do so, he can do so snbse-
quently at any time, except the period
of thirty days immediately preceeding

_ the official primary days, by filing

with the proper custodian of the rolls
a written statement embodying the
‘declaration required in case of chal-
lenge, on regular registration days.
Some of the detail: of the Union

= " League bill have slready been changed,

and other changes are being made al-
most dally. The republican majority
at Albany seems inclined to agree upon
some form of primary law, as a political
mesasure which will retain for the party
members who are on the point of leay-
ing it through disgust with machine
methods. The primaries in New
York have been heretofore noth-
ing but forms, used by the party boss
to oame the delegates he has already
selected for conyentions. The bill
that will be passed will almost certainly
provide moderately free opportunity
for enrollment and a secret ballot.
The details will probsbly involve
yvery little concession from the
machine to the independent voter.
This will have to come later. A view

o New York polities is wholesome for

Oregonians sometimes by way of show-

iog them how great are the political

blessings they already enjoy.
——

DID PROTECTION DO IT?

The Portland Tribune has discovered
why it is that cotton manufacturing
has made such rapid adyance im the
South during the last 19 years, and
attributes it all to the tariff. Here is
its argument, and a table prepared to
prove its position:

““Hare are & few figures which relate
to the growth of cotton manufacturing
in the South, which has been subject

* to precisely the same protective sys-
tem which has applied in other parta
.of the country, and under whieh, it
will be seen, the development of the
manufacturing industry in that section
has been phenominal:

- «Number of mills in 1880

Number mills iu 1890

Number of mills in 1808

Number of looms in 1880

Number of looms in 1890
Number of loomsin 1808 .....
Number of spindles in 1880. ..
Number of spindles in 1890.. 1,712,000
Number of spindles i 1898 . 4,100.000
Capital employed in 1880.. 821,800,000
Caplial employed in 1890.. 61,1000.000
Capltal employed in 1898.. 125,000,000

“No wonder that protection senti-
ment is growing apace in the South
and that numbers of leading democrats
of thatsection have found it necessary,
as they recently have, to declare them-
selves for proteetion in order to retain
their grip upon public office."

Such a showing as this coupled with
the table would probably be convineiog
that the protective policy had been the
only agent that acted to increase cot-
ton manufscturing in the South, were
it not for the fact thatan investigation
of the tariff laws in forces during the
period from 1880 to 1808 reveals the
fact that the period when the greatest
advance was made was during the time
when the Wilson law was in operation.
From 1880 to 1890 there was a high
protective duty on all maunfactdred
eotton, still there was an inecrease of
only 34 mills, and from 1850 to 1898,
three and one-half years of which time
the Wilson law (that “‘free trade’
measure) was in force, there was an in-
crease of 246 in the number of mills,
and asamatter of fact there were more
mills built from 1894 to 1807 than dur-
ing any other time. Sincethe Dingley
law was enacled last year, there has
net bean s single new cotton mill built
{n the South, so we must conclude the
Tribune has erred in attributing every-

to A
ﬁl::. m% the factors that

encouraged cotton manufscturing in
the South were the demands of the
times. Cotton was raised ia that
locality and cottou ecloths were used
more nniversally there than ia the
North. It was found more economieal
to manufacture the ruw material into
merchantable goods at the source of
supply and in the vicinity of the mar-
ket, just as it will be found with refer-
ence to woolen manufscturing in the
West 20 soon asthe demand for woolen
goods shall increase through am in-
crease in population.

ARE THEY ALL FOOLS?

Poasibly the kindest thing the Ore
gonian has yet been able to say of ad-
vocates of the free coinage of silver is
that they are all idiots and fools for
not being able to see exactly a3 that
‘‘wize" journal does on all matlers re-
garding the question of finance. Re:
cently all silverites were, in the opin-
ion of the Oregonian, dishonest vaga-
bonds, but now it is rather more
charitable and condescends o term
ther ““fools.”” In arecent article up-
on the question of “what is an edu-
cated man?'' it expresses its opinion
of the advocate of silver thus:

“President Andrews, of Brown Uni-
versity, is an enthusiastic advocate of
the intellectual end historical absur-
dity of free silver. has talked likea
fool about the Armenisn and other
questions. , . « The absurdity of
President Eliot's proposition that “‘a
college man™ seldom goes wrong is ex-
hibited by the fact that 77 per cent of
the Missouri congressional delegation
are college bred men, while only 70
per cent of the Massachusets delega-
tion can claim that distinetion. Beth
of the free-silver senators from Mis-
sourl are college-bred men, and the
majority of her free-silyer evangelists
are nominally *college men.’

“What does this prove? Nothing
save that a so-called college education
is & very cheap thing. It cannot en-
dow a man with bra:n power nor intel-
lectusl honesty. The average college
man’ who goes into polities is the
creature and abject slave of his enviro-
ment, rather than the pure, proud
child of his culture. The fuct that
Harvard, Yale and all the lesser schools
graduste men who are advocates of
‘free silver’ either impeaclLes the sound-
n=es of their teaching of political
economy o* it proves that no system
of liberal education will give & man
intellectual honesty and moral sense
superior to his stupid enviroment."

It has probably neyer dawned upon
the mind of the Oregonian editor that
pssibly his intellect may be some-
what impaired or that his honesty
might be gzestioned. It is barely pos-
sible that the advocates of the single
gold standard may pot be so entirely
rational as they would bave us believe;
in fact they may be the “foola’ while
the advocates of silver are sound
minded, or we may all be somewhat
demented, and the believers in exclu-
sive paper money may be the only
wise people in the land.

The Times-Mountaineer however
does not take this view. It believes
there are truly wise and honest men
who believe implicitly in all three of
the money theories, There are argu-
ments in favor of all; anybody buta
parrow-minded bigot can gee them.
The gold standard has some things in
its favor that cannot be denied. If we
were to be an absolute free trade na-
tion, and it were our policy to bny
where we can buy the cheapest, al:zo
to have but one object in view, that
of huilding up the money power, then
the gold standard wonld be the thing.
But this is not the poliay of our peo-
ple,and & more liberal financial sys-
tem, based upon both silver and gold
with an adequate amount of paper
money is to be desired. Hence if we
were to designate those who are the
real fools, we would say tkey are those
who, like the Oregonian, are preach-
icg protection and the gold standard
at the same time.

SPAIN'S DISGRAUE.

That the American people have re-
sponded geperously to the appeal of
the «tarving Cnbans for food and
clothing will ever rest to their credit,
but thut Spaia permitted the necessity
of such an appeal will ever brand it as
the most heartless nation in the world.
In dealing with Cuba, Spain has pot
distinguished between the loyal sulb-
jects and the rebels; all have been
treated alike so far as being permitted
to supply themselves with food was
concerned. They have been herded
together io towns and cities without
means for supplyicg themselves with
the necessaries of life, and have been
prevented from going into the country
to provide themselves with anything
to eat. No matter if they have been
loyal to the crown, they have been
treated as if they were rebels. and have
been starved.

Deprived of the means of.supporting
themselves, Spain has npeglected to
feed and clothe them, so death would
have been the inevitable result had
oot relief come from America. Aside
from lts cruel modes of warfare, Spain’s
treatment of its loyal subjects in Cuba
Is sufficient to forever condemn it, and
arouse such a hatred among Christian
nations throughout the world as to
justify them in wiping it off the face of
the earth. Friendly intervention +-
check warfare betweem a meoth
country and its colonies where i
mother country ‘+has any of ti.
characteristics of civilizution, isd
sirable but when it is as barba-
fous as Spaln has shown itsell,
nothing but force will suffice. PRrutes
can only be dealt with by brate force,
and the United States has now suffi-
cient cause for applying such force to

Spala.

.

INDEPENDENT.

Hoo. H. R. Kincald, secretary of
state, is in a certain sense a candidate
for re-election, but he is not going to
relinquish his silver views to get the
nomination. nor is he o anxious te be
a candidate that he will beg anybody
or any party to give him a placeom a
ticket. In fact he is perfectly inde-
pendent, and the polisicians can take
bim or let him alone just as they like,
The Oregonian quotes him as having
in a recent interview said:

*] am as good a republican as when
I was elected four years ago. I am not
a candidate for re-election, if in be-
soming so I have to go about herald-
ing the fact and importuning men to
support me. Asa secretary of state [
have sought to do my full duty, and 1l
am not: ashamed of the record I have
made as suck. Ishould be pleased to
have the precedentexisting during the
past thirty-two years, of re-electing
the secretary of state, continued. I
I make no secret of my views regard-
ing the money question, and will not
lie about them to get elected. If at
the republican state convention at As-

PERFECTLY

the platform, and the nominees of : lic, then the gold standard party will |

kiod. Should I be azked who I voted
for in the presidential ecampalgn, I
would tell them it was none of their
business."

This beiog bis positien he had just
as wall state the fact that he is nota
candidate, for no man who will not
stand on a single gold-standard plat.
form can hope to get a nomination st
Astoria. There are too many ready
to get on that kiad of a platform with
four feeu if they had them for Mr. Kiao-
cald to expact a place an the ticket so
long as he is thus independent.

AN UNPATRIOTIC PLUTUCRAT
Senator Stephen B. Elkins, the man
whose posteffice address is Elkins,
Ohio. who has no fixed abode, yet has
for several years misrepresented West
Virginia in the United States senate,
pow seeks to misrepresent the
American people by the following
ssatement to the New York World:

*The American people should treat
Spaio in the present state of affairs
just as they would treat any other
nation.

*-Conseclous of her strength and de-
siring to be just, the Tnited States
caonot afford to be other than fair in
her conduct toward Spain. She has
no difficulty with Spain, and seeks
none. Up to this moment the United
States has no canse for war with Spain.
O“Spain 13 simply trying to hold
what belongs to her, and which has
been hers for the pastcentury or more,
just as any other pation would do, and
just as the United States did in the
civil war. The United States did all
it could then to prevent the indepen-
dence of the Southern states. Cuba
has fought for three years for indepen-
dence., The South with more eclaims
for indepeddenc, with a ecapital, a
congress, postal facilities and the like,
possessed of one third of the republie,
with an army equal to any that the
world has ever seen, fought four years,
and the United States steadily resented
and resisted any idea of intervention
or recognition.”

Were Steve Elkins a true patriot,
and had he the true spirit of independ-
eoce in him he would not express such
sentimentas this. But Elkins is not a
patriot; he is the subservient tool of
the plutocrats, and & worshiper of so-
called aristocracy. The divine right
of kings is dearer to him than free
American citizenship, hence he be-
tieves America should not intervene
to stop the starvation and murder of a
struggling people. And why? Be-
cause the bond holders and money
devils see in a possible war with Spain
a danger of losing their present grasp
on American people, because it isa
stroke for freedom, and the breaking
of the fetters held not only by kings
but those held by bord owners.

man the United States has no cause
for war with Spain, even though 300
American sailors were hurled into
eternity by Spanish treachery, and
the finest warship in the world was
blown to atems. The parallel he at-
tempts to draw between Spain at pres-
ent and that of the United States in

foreign. During that war the United
States conducted a warfare us faras
posaible on principles of civilization,

such as was accorded the uncivilized
races during the dark ages,

The confederale states were a por-
tion of the federal compact, and had
little cause for seceding, while Cubs is

orbitant taxation had just cuase
for rebelling against the home govern-
ment. But justice does not enter into
the ideas of such plutocrats as Elkins.
They are actuated with a spirit of suo-
jogating the masses instead of promul-
gating universal independence.

STATE OWNEEKSHIP OF LAND

Hon. John Minto, in his address be-
fore the woolgrowers’ convention here
suggested a good idea with reference
to the ownership of public lands. It
is that title to the same should rest
in states insiead of the general govern-
ment. This is to be desired for many
reasons. Principal among which is
that whatever revenue that is derived
from the sale of publie lands justly be-
longs to the state in which the land is
lecated. ©Old states, such as New
York, Maine Massachusets, Pensyl-
vania, and in fact nearlyeall those east
of the Mississippi river have long
since disposed of all their public lands,
and whatever revenue thatarose there-
from wrs expended more to their ad-
vantage than for the benefit of the
West. It is therefore but just to the
Western states that they kave the
money arising from the sale of all re-
muining lauds within their respective
territory.

The greater portien of the valuable
agricultural lands has been alresdy
salected, and what is remaioing, ex-
cept the timber land, cannot he dis-
posed of to advantage under the pres-
ent goyernment regulations, for home-
stead ani timber entries are the oaly
ones at present ad:aissable. If sll the
remaining public domain were

1 graded by commissioners appointed by

; mum price at which the former coula
: s purchased in tracts pot exceeding

toria & goli-standard plank s put in

ceded to the states, the land could be

the state, seggregating the grazing
from the tillable land, fixiog a mini-

#i) acres, while the latter could be
eutered under similar regulations as
now govern homestead entries.
Without such regulation as this
thers will always be millions of aerss
throughout the West that will never
be utilized except for open range. It
is not of sufficient value to justify the
settler taking it in tracts of 160 acres
under the homestead law, but ifit
could be bought at a nominal price in
tracts of one section, it would be pur-
chased and become taxable property,
and whatever revenue would bederived
therefrom would aid in paying state
expenses. A measure to ceds the
public domain to the states would no
doubt meet with opposition from East-
ern congressmen, but if viewed from a
standpoint of right and justice their
oppositivn would carry very lstle
weight, for it must be acknowledged
that every state s entitled to the
revenue to be derived from the sale of
the public lands within its territory.

A WAY 10 SBUCCEED.

Whether the gold standard shall be
endorsed by the wvoters of Wasco
county next June, or whesher they
shall register themselves in favor of
bimetalism depends largely upon the
action of the three conventioos that
meet here next Saturday. Ifthe demo-
cratie, populist azd siiver republican
conventions enter into a scramble for
office and set personal interest above
principle and the welfare of the pub-

that conventien have to pledge them- ! be assured of success at tha polls in
selves to stand thereon, I will not do ! June, for harmony camnot prevail in
it; I will not agree to anything of the | the ranks of the reform forees if spoils

are allowed to divide them.

This we do not believe will oceur.
The delezates whoe will compose the
conventions are men of good judg-
meng, not selected with the view of
putting forward the clsims of any io-
dividoal eandidate, hence they are
pot liable to be contentious for
spoils. Jn fact, they &re Imen
who have the wellare of the com-
munity as heart, apd will not prostitute
the nuion move for the hepefit or ad-
vancament of any iodividual. As a
rule the delegates we believe bave
little choice as to the-personnel of the
ticket to be nominated, all they desire
is the nomination of competent,honest
men, who when electec will aceeptably
sarve the people as public servants.
If this spirit prevaiis in che conven-
tions, and a ticket is nominated that
the people can conscientiously support,
Wasco connty will on the G:h day of
next June register its disapproval of
the single gold standard.

THE XNATION's DUTY.

Senator Elkins, of West Virginia,
would have America kiss the hand
vhat smites her, especially if the hand
be that of & king or queen, but for-
tunately there are few men like Elkios
in publie life. There are men who
have & higher idea of the nation’'s duty
with respect to Cuba and the Maine
affair, and among them is Senutor
Burrows, of Michigan. His views on
the present situation ars as follows:

“] am prcfoundly impressed with
the belief that in our relations with
Spain & erisis is near at hand. Ina
very few days the goverament will re-
ceive the reportof the courtof inquiry.
The report. will be that the Maine was
destroyed by the explosion ofa Spanish
mine or a torpedo. If the court makes
the report I anticipate it will, then
will come the tug ol war.

*Whatis the situation with which the
country i=confronted? A vesselof the
United States government is at anchor
in the port of a friendly power on the
exact spot selected by that power, and
that vessel is on & peaceful mission.
She is destroyed. The question of
ports does not eoter into the discussion
of responzibility. Spain was as muech
bound to protect the Maine and her
crew from harm in the port 5{ Havana
as i she had been anchored at ber
own immediate door. 1 care not
whether the explosion was produced
by or through the connivance of a
Spaniard or a Cuban. Spain’s respon-
g'bility for the dced is not lessened
thereby.

*‘Suppose that the president of the
United States had visited Spain on a
friendly mission and was the guest of
the queen regent, and during his stay

whereas Spain’s treatment of Cuba is

only a colony, and on sccount of ex-

was murdered by some member of the

I queen's household or by some fanatieal
‘ Spaniard not connected with Spain’s
According to this trancient states- | sghinet, would no: this government
| have the right to hold Spain re-
| sponsible for the deed?

I contend
that it would.

“Therefore, I say that oar relations
with Spain are approaching a crisia,
the solution and settlement of which
congress alone must determine, The

| eountry expects congress to do its duty
the time of the elvil war isentirely

io the premises, and that the president
will do bis, Neither can shift the re-
sponsibility of the hour upon the other.
Any proposition of congress to shirk
responsibility or reoose special
powers upen the president to meet
emergenecies as they arise will be re-
sented by the people. Coogress must
not only remais in session until it
knows all the facts cennected with the
loss of the Maine, but mnst notadjourn
uwtil it has settled, and settled right,
all other questions ‘that are pressing
for & speedy solution."

A GRAVE RESPONSIBILITY,

When the democrats, populists and
silver republicans of Wasco county
shall assemble in conyention tomor-
row they will have some grave respon-
sibilities to perform, for upon the del-
egates who will compose these con-
ventions rests the duty of shaping the
policy of the reform forces not only of
this connty but of the state, and too,
they will be called upon to nominate
those who will serve the county in
official positions the coming two years.
They must choose the ones to be voted
for om June 6th, and much depends
upon the wisdom of their selections.

Good government is the end all de-
sire to arrive at, and to ivsure good
government good aod competent men
must be chosem, County and state
affairs are probably well administered,
but every branch of government is
costing too much; expenses in every
braoch should be cut down to the
minimum; extravagances must not be
allewed,for it is the money taken from
the taxpayers that is coosumed ia
every needless expense. Public money
is o public trust 1n the hards of offi-
cials, and its expenditure should be
guarded more sacredly than the ex-
penditure of the officess’ private funds.
That such care be exercised over pub-
lic affairs as will give us good zovern-
ment at the leasy possible expense, it
is necessary that honest, conservative
men be nominated for office. It is
therefore a grave responsibility for

]iﬂg -

When a
man falls ont
of a ten-story

window
youn'd patu.
rally say he
is a dead
man. Well,
E:rhap be

and then
agam, per-
haps mnot.
Something
may save
him. There

may be a

friendly awn-

ing that will

let him down

easy, so he

may be sound

and well to-

“I" morrow. You

never know what may save 2 man who
seems to be as good as dead.

Many a wan who seemed to be dying of
consumption, and whom the docturs pro-
noun just as good as dead, has got wel’
and strong and b again by usirg vur.
Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery. This
wonderful medicine has shown the doctors
that consumption isn’t always a fatal dis-
case. It can be cured if yon get at the
germs of it in the blood clear them out
*-.vughly. That is what this ‘' Discovery ™
does. It makes new blood,—healthy blood.

The germs of consumption can't exist in

: They simply let go their
hold and are carried ont of the system
then the mew blood builds up new tissue,
new flesh, new power, new life. It carries
vitality to the lungs, the bronchial tubes and
every other part of the body.

It cures people after cod liver oil has
failed, because their digestive organs are
too weak to digest fat-foods. The ** Discov-

'or thin mﬁm mu::n! ted people
there is wo f lder in the world to
com with it doesn’t make flubby
fat, bard, healthy flesh. It builds nerve.
power and force and endorance. It is never

to pronounce any one “ dying of con-
mmrum,“ ar any other vntmg disease,
until this marvelous ** Discovery *’ has been

Dr. Pierce’s thousand-page illmstrated
**The People's Common Sense Med.

o1 be sent free paper-bound

only, 21 one-cent

|

nominating conyentions to perform.
They should exercise the grealest care
in seleatingeandidates, and not choase
them because of their popularity, buv
because of their integrity and eapabil-
ity. The popular mao does notalwaya
make the mos$ efficient public servant,
for too often he gains his populariny
by profligney, and if profiigate in his
own business he will bein conducting
the business of the people. There-
fore let noue but eareful, conservative
men be chosen for standard bearers.

“POPULAR" CANDIDATES.

The time i3 close at hand when nomi-
nating conventions will select the
standard bearers of the different par-
ties, some of whom will be the officers
of the state for tha next four years,
and the county officials for twe years;
and it is but natural that those who
are to do the nominating are begino-
ning to cast about for *‘popular candi-
dotes, men who can poll their party
strength and a little more: in short,
men whose personal popularity will
eventually land them in eoffice. It is
probably politics that the most '‘poou-
lar'’ candidatea should bs nominaved,
but what is pulities is not always the
best for the people. The “popular”
candidate does not always make the
best public servant, in fact the oppo-
site is generally the result. However
it should be the aim of all parties to
nominate those who are fitted to boid
office.

If 8 man gets into office, no matter
whether he is & democrat, populi.t,
plutocrat or republican, and during his
term fills the position with ability,
thoroughness and fidelity, even if his
personal popularity is oot up to the
standard, he is more benefit to the
community than all the “‘popular’ ean-
didates that might pe pamed. It is
men of worth, integrity and capability
that are needed as nominees for office
rather than those who have strong
personal following.

NOTES.

EDITORIAL

A complete union of the silver forces
—democrats, pepulists and silyer re-
publicans—has been effected in Linn,
Marion and Lane counties, Tomorrow
the same thing will occur in Wasco.

It is not strange that the Oregonian
has o earnestly labored to prevent a
union of the silver forces in Oregon,
and the way union progresses shows
how little atteation has been paid to
the Ovegonian’s advice. Silver people
are not heeding the advice of their
enemies this year.

The death of General Rosecrans re-
moves the last of the great captaios of
the Union army 1n the ecivil war, and
is another evidence of the fleet of
time. A generation has been bora
and grown up since that bitter strife,
and few indeed of the officers are left
who commanded the armies from 1861
to 1865,

Wasco county will furnish two can-
didates bofore the democratic state
convention. W, H. Massfield’s name
will be mentioned for state printer;
and Prof. John Gavin for superintend-
ent of public inetruction. If other
counties can supply as worthy candi-
dates, there will be a good ticket nom-
inated.

An effort was made to drag political
issues into vthe schoonl election held in
Salem last Monday, but it was very
forcibly set down upon by the people,
the ring candidates having been de-
feated by a vote of over two to one.
This is right Our public school sys-
tem is of too vital importance to allow
it dragged into polities. &

Some pretended statesmen sre ad-
vocating an alliance between the
United States and Great Britaln in op-
position to Russia in dealing with the
Asiatic question. Such an allianca
would be an unholy one, for Russia is
one of the best friends America ever
had, while Great Britain bas never
been our friend commercially or
politically.

The union forces of Marion county
pledge their candidates o reduce
county expenses $5000 a year if elected,
The pledge is no doubt made in good
faith and will be carried out if the
candidates of the union forces are
successful at the polls. A like pledge
should be exacted from every pelitical
party in each of the several ceunties.
We are paying entirely too much for
county goyernment everywheras.

The Clatsop county jury befor whom
the defaulting county treasarer Ward
was tried returned a verdict of net
guilty last Saturday. On hearing the
verdict read, Judge McBride remark-
ed: “I hope hercafter the county of
Clatsop will be more careful either in
electing ite offlcers or jurers,” 'I'his
would be a good idea. Il officers will
steal, juries should convict them.

Prison regulations are generally
supposed to be very strict and lawless-
ness of eyery pature is presumably

seems to not have been Lbe case in
Folsom penitentiary. It has been dis-
coverad that two convicis have been
operating a counterfeit plant in the
engine room w~here they have heen
making bogus nickels, a number of
which have got outside the prison and
inte circula‘ion.

The first effective union of the demo-
eraticand populist forces 1o Oregon was
at the conventions keld in Vale on the
10th, when a joint ticket was nomi-
oated and a platform satisfactory e
both parties adopted. The silver re-
publicans refuséd to unite with the
other two paaties. In the distribution
of offices the democrats were awarded
the representative, clerk, school sup-
erintendent and treasurec; the popu-
lists the sherifl,commfissioner, assessor,
surveyor aad coroner.

It is an éncouraging indication tha
thera are demands for better school
systems throughout the state, when
the people generally are asking thata
practical teacher be put at the bead of
the school system, and that the office
of superintendent of public instruction
be taken away from the influences of
ward politics that it has been in since
the office was frst created. With a
thorough school man like Prof. Gavin,
of this city, in that ofice, it would be
condueted in the Intereats of theschool
system inswead of being run for what
money there is in it as at present.

In advoeating the gold standard and
condemning a tariff for protection the
Oregonian exhibits s degree of con-
sistency, for abszolute free trade and
the gold standard are twins. That the
Oregonian is first, last and all the
time for gold oo onm will deny, and
that it is becoming & free trader is
evidenced by the following expression
that appeared recently in its columns:
“Protection is not a principle. Itis
only & temporary poliey. Its legiti-
mate purpose is to establish industries
in our counatry that could not stand or
grow sgalost foreign competition.
Once established, however, the need
«f protection ceases; and then protec
ticn may become, and often does be-
come, & prop of trusts and s means of
extortion.”

prevented by the guards, but this |-

Three Insurgents Officers
Meet a Deserved Fate.

THE BAY CITY IS SAFE

San Francisco Well Protecied by
Lsnd Batieries From Attack by
War Vessels.

The Ualon Iron Works Ready to Builld
Ships and Gans on Short
Notice If Necessity
Requires,

NEw Yorg, March 15.—The Herald's
Havana correspondent says the kill-
ing of Colonel Alvarez, Lleu*enant-
Colonel Vicente Nunez and Mujor
{lspinosa was by order of General
Roberto Bermudez, commanding the
insurgent forees in Santa Clara prov-
ince. They had decided to surrender
and accept autonomy. Members of
their forces werae ready to surrender.
This was learned by Bermudez, who
held a se¢ret court-martial and it was
decided to shoot the trio. As the of-
ficers left eamp to ride to the town of
La Esperanza they were fired om by
the insurgents end were fairly riddied
with bullets.

A DESTRUCTIVE MLAZE.

A Great dumber of LLIves ont in a Chicago
Fire.

CHICAGO, March 16.—The worst fire
that has occurred in Chicago since the
cold storage warechouse holocaust at
the world's fair, broke out in a six-
story building at the corner of Wabash
avenue and Jackson boulevard today.
The death list will probably reach 15,
and may exceed that bGgure. The in-
Jured number abous 30.

The Emerson Piano Company occu-
pted the first, second and third stories
of the buillding. Among the other
tenants were tho Presbyterian board
of publications and the Sweet & Wal-
lace Company, dealers in photographic
supplies, the latter on the sixth floor.
It was here that the fire broke out.
The floor was stored with chemicals
and materials used in the manufacture
of photographie supplies, and accord-
ing to some who escaped. the entire
floor was swept with flames in five
minutes after the fire broke out.

Three hundred girls were employed
by this firm, and when the fire broke
out & papic ensued, many of the un-
fortunate women being trampled under
the feet of their comrades, in their
frantic effort to erecape. Cut off from
escape by the elevators and stairways,
the people penned in the burniog
building began jumping from windows
and though the firemen and others
held canvass many were crushed on
the stone sidewalka. According to an
eyewitness as many as 19 jumped at
ooce from the top floor, and others
* were seen shortly after to fall back
into the Aames.

The flumes quickly spread to the
floors beneath. The firemen were
badly bandicapped by the terrific heat.
For u radious of a block the heat was
intense. The flercest fire was in the
rear of the Conover Cempany’s store.

Thirty-five mioutes after the fire
broke out the floors had fallen, and a
moment later the walls fell. Shorily
after the front wall fell the outward
tracks of the Union Elevated loop was
complelely covered with debris and
blocked the whole elevated system.

SPAIN DOEY NOT LIKE IT.

Warlike Preparations Making In America
Viewed With Disfavor at Madrid,

WASHINGTON, March 15.—The war
preparations being made by the
United States, the assembling of shipa
at Key West, the purchase of a cruiser
abroad and the emergency measures
in the war ard navy departments have
come to the official attention of the
Spanish zovernment, and the views of
the Spanish cabinet therson have
been communiecated to the state de-
partment here. This has not taken
the form ofa protest, however, as it
does not appear that the Spanish goy-
ernment claims or asserts the right to
question such measures as the United
States might adopt, even though they
be of a character to indicate prep-
arations for war, It is rather
by way of representations, counveyed
in a friendly spirit and without
threats, as to the serious infiu-
ences which these preparations will
haye in encouraging the Cuban insur-
gents at a moment when the autonomy
plan is to have its c~ucial test through
the Cuban elections, and in this way
defeat the reforms Premier Sagasta s
seeking to carry out.

SAN FRANCISCO IS BAFE.

Land Defenses Are Ample to Protect the
Harbor.

SAN Fraxcisco, March 15.—The
land defenses of San Francisco harbor
have beem greatly strengthened of
late, and military and paval author-
ities agree that the presence of the
battleship Oregon is not essential for
the protection of the port. The 10
inch battery at Fort Point has been
reinforesd by the addition of two guns,
#0 there are now five 10-inch rifles in
position.

Five 12-ioch gune, commanding a
fine sweep of the ocean, can be de-
pressed to briag under fire a ship at-
tempting to pass through the narrow
chanoel between Lime point and Fort
point. Three more 12-inch guns at
Fort Baker, together with the 14 mor
tars and three dynamite gons on the
peninsula can also be brought into
use at long or short range.

The great guns on Lime point near-
ly 500 feet above the water are so high
thata plunging fire sgainst the deck
of a ship may be maintained. Allo
these formidable weapbns are so situ
ated that their fire may be concen-
trated on any hostile fleet attemptiog
to enter the Golden Gate,

Mine Under the Malne,

NEw YOREK, March 15.—A Press dis-
patch from Key West says:

A shattered section of a submarine
rable containing seven zooductors for
setting off mines is in possession of
the board of inquiry. The cable led
to & mine under the Maine, The dis-
covery was made by divers at the
Maine wreck. This proves that the
mine which blew up the Maine was
connected with the switchboard ashore,
which was in charge of & trusted and
respousible ageat.

Projectiles for Spaln.
BIrMINGHAM, England, March 15.—
‘the Kynochs Company has already
dispatcbed a part of the large Spanish

4
the Kynochs.
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TRAITORS WERE SHOT mmmmmm

order for special projectiles standing | ate committee on foreign relations to-
feet high, the largest ever made by | day sgreed to recommend thut the
Hawalian islands be aunexed by legis-
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Lumber

We carry constantly on hand
a large stock of Rough and
Dressed L.umber of all kinds.

HSASH  AND DOORS -

Paints, Oils and Glass, Build-
ing Paper, Cedar Shingles, and
Redwood Shingles.

*+JOS. T. PETERS & CO.%-
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AN EMERGENCY PROPOSITION.

San Fraacisco Firm Ready to Bulld War-
ships en Bhort Notlce.

WASHINGTON, March 15.—Henry S.

following emergeney proposition to
the navy department: The Union iron
works will duplicate the Monterey in
nine monchs, or build two vessels of
that type in 8 months, or four in 12,
and if the government wiil let a con-
tract for 100 big guns will erect a
modern gun foundry snd turon out

ships now building as well as for com-
pleting the defenses at Pacific coast
points,

The offer was taken under advise-
ment by Secretary Loog, who will sub-
mit it to the eabinet, aod iv isthe
opinion among some that the presi-
dent may order the work inangurated
under his defense approoriation. In
case such a decision is made, Mr. Scott
will earry back with him contracts
when ha leaves on Friday, and the
work will begin at once.

Taps Was sSoanded.
Los ANGELES, Cal., March 16.—The
funeral of General Rosecrans took
place in this city today. It was one of
the most impressive and elaborate the
city ever witnessed. Business was
suspended during the ceremony, and
thousands assembled wo hopor the
dead warrior, At 1 o'clock reguiem
high mass was celebrated at the cathe-
dral, Bishop Mouotgomery officiating,
assisteqa by the clergy from all parts
of the diocese. After the service the
military took charge of the funeral
sorvices. The ceremony was brief and
st its conclusion an infanlry company
fired a salute of chree volleys over the
tomb, taps wers sounded and the war-
rior was left to bis rest.

Will Not Sell Cuba.
MADRID, March 16 —A semi-official
agency today pubiishes the following
announcement,

‘It is useless to talk of the sale of
Cuba. 1he sale could wot be arrang:
ed, except by parliament, and it is im-
possible that any Spanish chamber
would agree 10 sell the island at any

price.”
Hawallan Annexation.
WasHINGTON, March 16.—The sen-

Seott, of San Francisco, has made the

ordoance for the vessels and battle-

Iation in open session, and agreed up
on a joint resolution for the accom-
plishment of this purpose, which Sena-
tor Davis was authorized to .report to
the senate.

Later, in the sanate, Chairman
Davis reported a joint resolution pre-
viding for annexation of the Hawaiian
islande. The joint resolution went to
the calender.
give any notice of calling it up.

Gold In the Street.
SAN Fraxcisco, March 15.—A ledge
{ of gold-bearing quartz has been found
by men engaged in grading Seven-
teenth street, in this city. The street
is being cut through a bluff varying
from 40 to 55 feet high, and about 300
feet long. Three years ago a tunnel
was sunk through the hill to aillow the
ilayingof a large water main to the
reservoir on Clarendon Heights, and
ow-grade quartz was thea uncoverad.
The quartz which iz now declared to
show traces of gold was uncovered by
& blast.

Callfornia Frait Outlook.
Los ANGELES, Mareh 17.—In order
to determine as fur as possible the ex-
tent of the damage to fruit in South-
ern California csused by the heavy
frosts of last December. the Times
sccured the services of a coaservative
man, familiar with horticulturai inter-
ests to make a thorough investigation
of the matter, as the estimates of the
loss were greatly at variance.
As a result it Is eonservatively esti-
mataed that one-thjrd of the fruit of
Southern California was more or less
affected, the heaviest burden of the
damage fulling upon the lowiands of
Riverside,

A Kunnsas Pralrie Fire,
CIMARRON, Kan., March 15.—With
the wind blowing 40 miles an hour,
& prairie fire has been raging within
sight of this plsce, sweeping every~
thing before it. Thousands of acres
of pasture land haye been burned off,
aud reporta are coming in of the loss
of livestock and buildings, but sofar no
lozs of buman life has been heard of.

The Spanish Torpedo-Bosts.
Maprip, March 15.—The Spanish
terpedo flotilla, which salled from
Cadiz Sunday, ostensibly for Porto
Rieco. will only eall there for provisions,

Senator Davia did not

I8 WELL PROVISIONED.

Abundance of Food in the Klendike
Regien.

SKAGWAY, Alasks, March 12.—(Via
Seattle, March 17.)—Ben Atwater ar-
rived here from Circle City and-
Dawson, N, W, T, bringiog 100
pounds of mail from the above places.
Atwater's former home was in Morri-
son, IIl., He went to the Yukon
country in 1886, and has resided there
ever sinco. Atwaler, accompaoied by
H. C. Petit, of Snohomish, Wash, left
Circle City January 18 and Dawson
Feb. 8, with dog teams. The trip ap
the river and Jakes was a hard one, the
weather being bitterly cold.

Atwater says that there is food
enough in the Klondike country o
last the presont population two years.
As a consequence of the food scare the
output of the mines will boe curtailed.
Ho estimates it at about 8,000,000,

He says there are but few cases of
scurvy in Dawson. The hospital con-
tains but 45 inmates, and these have
either met with ancidonts or are suffer-
ing from chronic diseases. The gon-
erslhealt: of the people is good.

The weather hera for the past week
has been mild and springlike, and the
warm south wind and the sun are play-
ing bavoc with she winter trall, which
follows the river for a distance of eight
miles. Hundreds of people are making
their way over the divide, however,
undeterred by wind or weather. The
snow has ontirely disappesred from
the streets, which are now muddy be-
yond conception.

Rolina Bealeged.
NEW YORK, March 16.—A Herald
dispatch from Manila says:
The Philippine rebels surrounded
the eable station at Bolina on Mareh
7, and 33 Spanish soldiers were killed.
A steamer which was sent on March B,

to relieve the garrison was obliged to
return, owing to a renewal of the fusil-
lade.
from neighboring towns were massacr-
ed. Belina was subsequently relieved
by General Moret. The insurgent loss
was heavy,

Four priests at the garrison

Gold Coming From Anstralia,
Sax Fraxcisco, March 17.—The

Oceanic Steamsbhip Company steamer
Alameds, now on her way from Aus-

ete., and will afterwards leave for Ha-

probab’y be statiozed at Porto Rico.

vans. A second Soanish flotilla will | 83,500,000 in gold.
soon start for Cuban waters and will smount of treasure ever brought into
this port by a single vessel.

tralia to San Francisco, has on board

This is the largest




