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“very happy:; yes, sir. They were
just like lovers, sir, until her death.
They seemed just made for each other,
sir,” and the trite old saying gathered
a new dignity as he uttered it

I paused a moment to consider. Thls,
certainly, seemed to discredit the theo-
ry that Holladay had ever had a liaison
with any other woman, and yet what
other theory was tenable?

“There was nothing to mar their hap-
piness that you know of? Of course,”
I added, “you understand, Thompson,
that I'm not asking these qguestions
from Idle curiosity, but to get to the
bottom of this mystery if possible.,”

“I understand, sir,” he nodded. “No,
there was nothing to mar their happi-
ness—except one thing."

“And what was that?”

“Why, they had no children, sir, for
fifteen years and more. After Miss
Frances came, of course that was all
changed.”

“She was born abroad?”

“Yes, sir; in France. I don’'t just
know the town.”

“But you know the date of her
birth "

“Oh, yes, sir—the 10th of June, 187G,
We always celebrated [t."”

“Mr. Holladay was with his wife at
the time?”

“Yes, sir. He and his wife had been
abroad nearly a year. His health had
broken down, and the doctor made him
tnke o loug vaeuation. He came home
a few months later, but Mrs. Holla-
day stayed on. She didn't get strong
again, some way. She stayed nearly
four years, and he went over every
few months to spend a week with her,
and at last she came home to dle,
bringing her child with her. That was
the first time any of us ever saw Miss
Frances."

“Mr. Holiaday thought a great deal
of her?”’

“You may well say so, sir. She took
his wife's place,” sald the old man
simply.

“And she thought a great deal of
him #*

“More than that, sir., She fairly wor-
shiped him. She was always at the
door to meet him; always dined with
him; they almost always spent their
evenings together, She didn't care much
for society. I've often heard her tell
him that she'd much rather just stay
at home with him. It was he who
rather inszisted on her going out, for
he was prend of her, as he'd a right
to be.”

“Yesg,” 1 said, for all this fitted In
exactly with what I had always heard
about the family. *“There were no
other relatives, were there?’

“None at all, sir. Both Mr, Holla-
day and his wife were only children.
Their parents, of course, have been
dead for years.”

“Nor any intimate friends?”’

“None I'd call intimate, sir. Mise
Frances had some school friends, but
she was slways—well—reserved, air.”

“Yes,” I nodded again. “And now,”
I added, “tell me, as fully as you can,
what has happened within the last
three weaks.”

i€ nouse, SAC In the library of even-
ings, ate scarcely anything. Then Mpe.
Royce got to coming to the house, and
sl'e brightened up, anl we all hoped
she'd soon he all right again. Then she
seeme’ to get worse of a sudden and
sent us all away to get Belalr ready.
I got the place in order, sir, and tele-
graphed her that we were ready. She
answered that she’d come In a few
days. Ten days ago the rest of the
servants came, and I looked for her
every day, but she didn't come. I tele-
graphed her again, but she didn’t an-
swer, and finally I got so uneasy, sir,
I couldn't rest, and came back to the
city to see what was the matter. 1
got here early this morning and went
righ: to the house. Thomas, the sec-
ond butler, had been left In charge,
and he told me that Miss Frances and
her maild her gtarted for Belair the
same day the servants did. That's all
I know."

“Then she's been gone ten days?” I
questioned.

“Ten days; yes, sir.”

Ten days! What might not have hap-
pened In that time! Dr. Jenkinson's
theory of dementia recurred to me, and
I was more than ever inclined to credit
it. How else explain this flight? 1
could see from Mr. Royce’s face how
absolutely nonplused he was,

“Well,” I said at last, for want of
something better, “we’'ll go with you to
tle bouse and see the wan in charge
there. Perhaps he can tell us some-
thing more.”

But he could tell us very little. Ten
days before a carriage had driven up
to the door. Miss Holladay and her
maid had entered it and been driven
away. The earriage had been called,
he thought, from some neighboring
stable, as the famlly coachman had
been sent away with the other serv-
ants. They had driven down the ave-
nue toward Thirty-fourth street,
where he supposed they were going to
the Long Island station. We looked
through the house; it was in perfect
order. Miss Holladay’'s rooms were
just as she would naturally have left
them. Her father’s roomms, too, were
evidently undisturbed.

“Here's one thing,” I sald, “that
might help,” and I picked up a photo-
graph from the mantel. “You won't
mind my using it?"

Mr. Royce took it with trembling
hand and gazed at it for a moment—
at the dark eves, the earnest mouth.
Then he handed it back to me.

“No,” he answered, “mot if it will
really help. We must use every means
we can. Only"'—

“I won’t use it unless I absolutely
have to,” I assured him. “And when
I'm done with it T'll destroy it.”

“Yery well,” he assented, and I put
it In my pocket.

There was nothing more to be dis-
covered there, and we went away, aft-
er warning the two men to say not a
word to any one concerning their mis-

wem 5aa a carnage beel orGered by
her. Had she ordered it hersélf from
a stable In some distant portion of the
city for the purpose of concealing her
whereabouts, or had it been ordered
for her by her msaid, and was she real-
ly the victim of foul play? I put this
question to Mr. Royce, but he seemed
quite unable to reich a conclusion. As
for myself, I was certain that she had
gone away of her own accord and had
deliberately planned her disappearance,
Why? Well, I began to suspect that
we had not yet really touched the bot-
tom of the mystery. !

We drove back to the office and found |
Mr. Graham there. I related to him |
the circumstances of our search and
submitied to him and to our junior one
question for immediate settlement.

“At the best, it's a delicate case,” 1 '
pointed out. “Miss Holladay has plain- |
ly laid her plans very carefully to pre-
vent us following her. It may be dif-
ficult to prove that she has not gone
away entirely of her own accord. She
certainly has a perfect right to go
wherever she wishes without consult-
ing us. Have we the right to follow
her against her evident desire?”

For a moment Mr. Graham did not
answer, but sat tapping his desk with
that deep line of perplexity between
his eyebrows. Then he nodded em- |
phatieally.

“It's our duty to follow her and find
her,” he said. “It's perfectly evident
to me that no girl in her right mind
would act as she has done. She had no
reason whatever for deceiving us—for
running away. We wouldn't have In-
terfered with ber. Jenkinson's right—
she's suffering with dementia. We
must see that she recelves proper med-
fcal treatment.”

“It might not be dementia,” I sug-
gested, “so much as undue Influence—
on the part of the new maid, perhaps.”

“Then it's our duty to rescue her
from that Influence,” rejoined Mr. Gra-
bam, “and restore her to her normal
mentality.” i

“Even if we offend her?”

“We can’t stop to think of that. Be-
sides, she won't he offended when she
comes to herself. The question is how
to find her most speedily.”

“The police, probably, could do it
most speedily,” I said, “but since she
can be in no ilmmediate danger of any
kind I rather doubt whether it would
be wise to ecall in the police. Miss
Holladay would very properly resent
any more publicity”—

“But,” objected Mr. Graham, “if we
don’t call in the police, how are we to
find her? I recognize, of course, how
undesirable it is that she should be
subjected to any further notoriexy, but
is there any other way?”

1 glanced at Mr. Royce and saw that
he was seemingly sunk in apathy.

“If I eould be excused from the
office for a few days, sir,” I began
hegitatingly, “I might be able to find
some trace of her. If I'm unsuccess-

ful, we might then call iz the author-
ities.”

Mr. Royce brightened up for a mo-
ment. '

“*That’'s It,” he sald. “Let Lester
look into it.”

“Very well,” assented Mr. Graham.
“l agree to that. Of course any ex-
pense you may incur will be borne by
the office.”

“Thank you, sir,”” and I rose with
fast beating heart, for the adventure
appealed to me strongly. *I'll begin
at pnce then. I should like assistance
in one thing. Could you let me have
three or four clerks to visit the va-
rious stables of the city? It would
be best, I think, to use our own people.”

“Certainly,” assented our senior in-
stantly. “I'll eall them in and we can
give them their instructions at once.”

So four clerks were summoned, and
each was given a district of the city.
Their instructions were to find from
which stable Miss Holladay had or-
dered a carrlage on the morning of
Thursday, April 3. They were to re-
port at the office every day, noon and
evening, until the search was finished.
They started away at once, and I
turned to follow them, when my eye
was caught by the expression of our
junior's face.

“Mr. Royee is ill, sir!” I cried. “Look
at him!”

He was leaning forward heavily, his
face drawn and llvid, his eyes set, his
hands plucking at the arms of his
chair. We sprang to him and led him
to a couch. I bathed his hands and
face in cold water, while Mr. Graham
hurriedly summoned a physician. The
doctor soon arrived and diagnosed the
case at a glance.

“Nervous breakdown,” he said terse-
ly. “You lawyers drive yourselves too
hard, It's a wonder to me you don't
all drop over. We'll have to look out
or this will end in brain fever.”

He poured out a stimulant, which the
sick man swallowed without protest.
He seemed stronger in a few moments
and began talking incoherently to him-
self. We got him down to the doetor's
carriage and drove rapidly to his lodg-
ings, where we put him to bed without
delay.

“I think he’ll pull through,” observ-
ed the doctor after watching him for
awhile. “I'll get a couple of nurses,
and we'll give him every chance. Has
he any relatives here in New York?”

“No; his relatives are all in Ohio.
Had they better be notified 7"

“Qh, I think not—not unless he gets
worse. He seems to be naturally
strong. I suppose he's been worrying
about something?”

“Yes,” I said. “"He has been greatly
worried by one of his cases.”

“Of course,” he nodded. “If the hu-
man race had semse enough to stop
worrying there’d be mighty little work
for us doctors.”

“I'd like®to eall Dr. Jenkinson into
the .ease,” I said. “He knows Mr.

| Royce and may be of help.” -
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OUR JOB OFFICE

Is unusually well equipped
to do all kinds of work.
A First-class Job Printer
always kept in the office
and all work guaranteed
to be strictly up-to-date.

Bring us the Work that
You are particular about
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CUSSIFED. ADVERTISEMENTS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS: ]
Fifteen words or less, 25 ots for three
successive insertions, or 50 «ta per
mnr:tp; forall up to and inclnding ten -
additional words, ¥ cent a word for each
inrertion.
For all advertirements over 95 words,
1 ot ver word for the firat inrertian, and
1S of per word for each additionsal ineer-
Hian  Nothing inserted for lees than 25
~anta ¥
Todge, society and ohnreh notices,

nther than strictly newa matter, will be
rhorerad far,

~ FOR SALF

MINORCA EGGS. 75c FOR 15. W,

P Darhv, 1 mile sonth of Tnavale, 17-24

22 HEAD OF CATTLE FROM 1 TO 3
vears past: 6 milk cowa. fresh in Feh-
rnarv and March. Will rell rieht to
richt party. Wm. Brvans, Wren,
Oreg. 11 19%

PLASTERING

PLASTERING ANT CEMENT WORK.
Cement walkr 2 specialty Wark gnar-
anteed. H. Bier & Co.. Onrvallia,
Oregan, 19t

Bl i Y

ATTORNFYS

T F. YATER], ATTORNEV-ATTLAW,
O up Firet National Rank Bnildine,
Mnlv eet of abstracte m Renton, Connty

“ R RRYSON ATTORNEY AT LAW.
’:‘mr!p in Post Nflire ‘Rl'lih“ﬂﬂ, Corval-
fa, Oragon.

~ WANTED
WANTED 500 SUBRCRIBERS TOTHE
GazertE and Weekly Oregonian at
$2.55per year,

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF
Corvallis, Oregon, transacts a general
coneervative banking business. TLoans
money on avproved security. Drafts
hought and rold an1 money *ransferred
to the principal citiea of the United
Stater, Europe and foreign countries,

— |

_Veterinary Surgeon
DR. E E. JACKSON, V. 8, WINEGAR
& Snow livery barn. Give him a eall.

Phones, Ind., 328; Reeidence, 389 or
Bell phone. 12¢F

PHYSICIANS =

B. A. OATHEY, M. D., PHYSICIAN
and Surgeon. Roome 14, Bank Baild-
ing. Office Hours: 10to [2a. m, 2 to
it p. r. Residence: cor. 5th and Ad-
ama 8te. - Telephone at office and res-
{demce Oorvallis, Oregon.

MARBLE SHOP.

MARBLE AND GRANITE MONU-
ments; curbing made to order; clean-
ing and repsring done neatly:.save
agent’s commission. Bhop North
Mein Bt.,Frank Vanhoosen, Prop, 92tt

m
House Decorating.

FOR PAINTING AND PAPERING SEE
W. E. Paul, Ind. 480 14tf

M

Croup.

Begins with the symptons of a ¢com-
mon cold ; there is chilliness, sneezing,.
sore th:oat, hot gkin, gnick pulse, hoarse-
ness and impeded respiration. Give fre=
quent small do-es of Bdllard's Hore-
hound Syrup. (the child will cry forit)
and at the first signs of a cronpy econgh
apply frequentlv Ballard,s Snow Liui-
ment to the throat.

Mra. A. Vliet, New Castle, Colo.,
writ3 March 1g, 1902; *'I think Ballard’s
Horehound Syrup a wonderful remedy,
and ro pleasant to take. Sold by Graham
anid Wertham.

STEAMER POMONA

For Portland and way points, leaves
Corvallis Monday. Wednesday and Fri-
day at 6a. m. Albany 7 a. m. Fareto
Portland, $1.75; round trip $3.00.

H. A. Horrman, Agt.
103-10

Health.

Means theability to do a gond day’s
work withuvut nndue fatigone and 1o find
life worth living. You cannot have 1p-
digestion and constipation withont its
upsetting the liver and polluting the
blood. Such a condition may be best
and quickest relieved by Herbine, the
best liver regulator that the world has
ever known, Mrs. D W. Smith wnrites,
April 3. 702. “I use Herbine, and find it
the best medicine for constipation and
regulating the liver [ ever used.” B5oe.
Sold by Graham & Wortham,

Luckiest Man in Arkansas.

“1'm the Inckieal man in Arknnsas,”
writes H. 1.. Btanley. of Bruvo, “since
the restoration of my wife’s health after
five years of continuous coughing and
bleeding from the langs; I owe m¥y good
fortune to the world’s greatest. medicine,
Dr. Kiog's New Discavery for Consump-
tion, which I know from experiesce will
cure consumptipn if taken rin time, My
wife improved with' the first- bottle and
twelve ! bottles:: complefed the scure.’”
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