RESIDENT MKINLEY'S LETTER ACCEPTING THE

} RESIDENT M'EINLEY'S letter
J of acceptance is probably the most
important unofficial document is-
sued in this country in a quarter of a
_hhlry. The President takes the coun-
;t!: into bis confidence and throws a new
t apon the history of the past two
Irrespective of its caustic arraign-
:ot the crities of the administration
' its forceful clinching of the fact that
anism means the “immediate” de-
j n of the gold standard and sub-
m:n therefor of free silver coinage
¢ the ratio of 16 to 1, the letter is im-
butult in the historic sense because it
iglves the American people their first
mae of the statesmanship and con-
connected with recent epoch-mak-

ilt events,

The President, although by nature a
mild and conciliatory man, can be arous-
kdtoa point of dangerous combativeness,
'and when the mood is on him he becomes
one of the most effective debaters we
Save had in this country for many years.
a his letter he wastes no time in what
smight be called preliminary sparring, but,
Raving definitely located the enemy's
witat spot, which is the free silver heresy,

strikes at it with force and precision.

' financlal question, he says, may not
e the paramount issue, but it is the im-
imediate Issue. “It will admit of no de-
and will suffer no postponement.”
For has not the Democratic party declar-
ed for the “Immediate™ coinage of silver
lat a ratio of 16 to 1? And is there any
‘&oubt that Mr. Bryan, who insisted npon
the Imsertion of the silver plank in the
platform, against the advice of the best
‘men in the party, will use every means,
fil be Is elected, to earry his principles
Santo practice? \

After paying the tribute of his regret
that the Democratie party by its nominee
' its reiteration of the free silver plank
‘of 1898 has made it necessary for the
voters to reaffirm their decision of faur
years ago In favor of the existing gold
'rtlndsrd. President McKinley boldly
pleks up the gage of battle on the issue
lof Imperialism. What that issue is he
'states most happily in a single paragraph
;Irlr the end of his letter. After hie has
marshaled the facts which place the

le controversy in the clearest possi-
historical light before the reader, he
3
The American question s be-
] tween daty and desertion—the
s_ American verdiet will be for duty
and against desertion, for the Re-
public against both anarchy and
imperialism.

As s campaign document the letter is

ed as phenomenally strong. But

is more than a campaign document. It
& contribution to history. The Presi-
t deals candidly with the American
. - He Is not afraid to tell them
hat he has done or why he did it. He
in facts rather than in arguments.

I
| TEXT OF THE LETTER.
President’s Viewa on Free Silver and
I‘- the Philippine Question.
| Executive Mansion, Washington, D. C.,
8.—%'0 the Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge,
Irman Notification Committee—My Dear
r: The nomination of the Republican na-
conventlon of Juue 19, 1900, for the
office of Presldent of the United States,
|whieh, as the officlal representative of the
\wonvention, you have conveyed to me, I8
mecepted. | have carefully examined the
Iatform adopled aud give It my hearty
al.
! Upon the great issue of the Iast natiopal
election It Is clear. It opholds the gold
standard and Indorses the leglslation of the
Ellﬂt Congress by which that standard
been effectively strengthened. The sta-
Bility of our national curreney ls, therefore,
re 80 long as those who adhere to this
platform are kept In control of the govern-
ment.
Bame Jessuea Involved.
\ Im the fArst battle, that of 1808, the friends
the gold standard and of sound currency
trinmphant and the country Is enjoy-
h the fruits of that victory. Our antag-
eonists, bowever, are not satlefied, They com-
Pel us to a second battle upon the same lines
on which the frst was fought and won.
While regretting the reopening of this
gaestlon, which can only disturb the present
:-nuntlelory financlal condition of the gov-
wmment and visit poncertaloty uwpom oor
great business enterprises, we acecept the
t:ue and agaln luvite the sound money
rces to join In winnlog another and we
a permanent triumph for an honest
financial system which will continue lavio-
fable the publle falth.

All Loyal to Silver.

As lo 1808, the three sllver parties are
united under the same leader, who, Imme.
Fl.l'ul] after the election of that year, In an
mddress to the bimetallists, sald:

! #Phe friends of bimetalllsm have not been
+vanqulshed; they have simply been over-
t»lu. They belleve that the gold standard
a consplracy of the money changers
:l,p.lmr. the welfare of the human race—and
ey will continue ihe warfare against 1t."

The polley thus proclalmed has been ac-
xepted and confirmed by these partles. The
pﬂﬂr Demoeratic platform of 1800 continues
the warfare agalnst the so-called gold econ-
splracy when It expressly says:

“We relterate the demand of that {the
;Ch.lcagol platform of 1508 for an American
fnanclal system made by the American peo-
ple for themsslves, which shall restore znd
‘maintain a bimetsllle price level; and as
part of such system the Immediate restora-
‘on of the free and unlimited coloage of
‘stiver and gold et the present ratlo of 18 (6
A, withont walting for the ald or consent of
any other natlon.'

The Paramonnt Tasue.

Bo the lssue Is presented. 1t will be noted
that the demand s for the Immediate restor-
stion of the free colnage of silver at 18 to
A [If aoother lssue ls paramount, this is
dmmediste. It will admit of no delay and
iwill suffer no postponement.
> —— . o

-

Turning to the other assocluted parties,
we find 17 the Populist natlonal platform
adopted at 8loux Falls, 8. D., May 10, 1900,
the following declaration:

“We pledge anew the People’s party ner-
€r lo cease the agltation until this financial
conspiracy Is biotted from the statute book,
the Lincoln greenback restored, the bonds
all pald and all corporation money forever
retired. We reaffirm the demand for the re-
opening of the mints of the United Staies
for the free and unilnited coinage of silver
and gold at the present legal ratlo of 16 to
1, the immediate Increase in the voiume of
silver coins and certificates thus created to
be substituted, dollar for dollar, for the
bank notes Issoed by private corporations
under special privilege. granted by law of
March 14, 1800, and prlgr npatlenal banking
laws.”

Declare Their Hostility.

The platform of the silver party adopted
at Kansaa Clty, July 8, 1000, mukes the fol-
lowing annonncement:

“We declare It to be our Intention to iend
our efforts to the repeal of this currency
law, which not only repudiates the ancient
and time-honored principles of the Amerl-
can people before the Constitution was
adopted, but 1s vicldtive of the principles of
the Constitution itseif; snd we shall not
cease our efforts untll there has been estab-
lished In Its place a monetary sy=tem bLased
upon the free and unlimited colnage of'sliver
and gold Into money at the present legal
ratio of 16 to 1 by the independent action of
the Unlted States, under which system =ll
paper money shall be issued by the govern-
ment, and all such money coloed or issued
tball be a full legal tender ln payment of
all debts, public and private, without excep-
tlon.”

Combine Azainlt Gold,

In all three platforms these partles an
nounee that thelr efforts shall be unceasing
untll the gold act shall be-blotted from the
statute books and the free and onlimited
colnnge of silver at 16 fo 1, shail take Its
place.

The relatlve Importance of the Issuea [ do
not stop to discuss. All of them are im-
portant. Whichever party Is successful will
be bound In conscience to ecarry into admin-
Istration and legislation Its several declara-
tlons and doctrines. One declaration wlll be
as obligatory as another, but aill are not lm-
mediate,

it Is not possible that these parties would
treat the doectrine of 18 to 1, the immediate
realization of which is demanded by thelr
several platforms, ss void and lnoperative
in the event that they shiould be clothed
with power. Otherwise their prefession of
falth !s Insincere, It ls therefore the hm-
perative business of those opposed 1o Lhis
financial heresy to prevent the trinmph of
the parttes whose nnion is only assured by
adherence to the silver lssue.

Facing Grave Peril.

Wil the American people, through ladif-
ference or fancled security, hazard the over-
throw of the wise financial legislatlon of the
last year and revive the danger of the silver
standard, with all of the lnevitable evils of
shaltered confidence snd general disaster
which Justly alarmed and aroused them In
189407

The Chlcago piatform of 1506 Is reaflirmed
in its entirety by the Kansas Cliy cooven-
tion. Nothing bhas becn owmitied or recalled;
g0 that all the perils Lthen threatened are
presented anew with the added forece of 2
deilberate reaffirmation. Four years ago
the people refused to place the seal of thelr
approval upon these dangerous asnd revelu-
tionary policles, and this year they will pot
fall to record sgaln thelr esrnest dissent.

Faithful to Pledgcs.

The Republlcan party remalns falthfuol to
its principle of & tariff which supplles suf-
ficient revenues for the government and ade-
quate prolectlon to our esterprises aod pro-
ducers, and of reciprocity, which open§ for-
elgn markets to the frolts of Awerican lnbor
and furnishes pew channels through which
to market the surplus of American farms.
The time-honored principles of protectlon
and reciproclly were the first pledges of Re.
publlean vletory to be written Inte public
law.

The present Congress has given to Alaska
a territorial government for which it had
wailted more than a quarter of a century;
has established a representative govéernment
In Hawall; has enacted bllls for the most
Wberal treatment of the pensloners and thelr
wldows: has revived the free bomestead
polley. .

in its great Gnancial law It provided for
the establishment of banks of lssue with a
capital of $35,000 for the bepefit of villages
and rural communities, bringing the oppor-
tunity for profitable business in banking
within the reach of moderate capital. Many
are already avalllng themselves of thls priv-
llege.

Bome Convincing Figures.

During the past year more than $19,000,000
of United States bonds have Leen pald from
the surplus revenues of the treasnry, and in
addition §$25,000,000 of 2 per cents matnred,
called by the government, are |n process of
payment. Pacific Rallroad bonds [ssued by
the government In ald of the roads o the
gum of pearly $44,000,000 have been pald
sloce Dee. 31, 1897. The treasury balance Is
In satisfactory comdition, showing on Sept.
1 $185,410,000, In addition to the $1350,000,000
gold reserve In the tresmsury. The govern-
ment relatlons with the Pacifie rallroads
have been substantially closed, $124 421,000
heing recelved from these roads, the greater
part In eash and the remainder with ample
securltles for payments deferred.

Instead of dimlnlishing, as was predicted
four years ago, the volume of our cnrrency
Is greater per capita than It has ever Leen.
It was $21.10 In 1896. It had increpsed to
$26.50 on July 1, 1800, and $24.85 on Sept. 1,
1000. Our total money on July 1, 1896, was
§1,600,434,806; on July 1, 1800, It was $2,-
062,425,400, and $2,006,083,042 on SHept. 1,
1800. -

Prosperity in General. .

Our Industrial and agricultural condliions
are more promising than they have been for
many years; probably more so than they
bave ever been. Prosperity abounds every-
where throoghout the republic. I rejoice
that the Bouthern ms well as the Northern
States are enjoylog & full share of these Im-
proved nationnl conditlons and that all are
contributing =0 largely to our remarkshle
Industrial development.

The money lender recelves lower rewards
for Lia capital than If it were Invested In
active business. The rates of Interest are
lower thap they have ever been In this coun-
try, while those things which are produced
oo the farm and In the workshop, and the
labor producing them, have advanced In
value. L -

Our foreign trade shows a satisfactory and
increasing growth The smouat of our ¢x-

poris for the yenr 1000 oves those of the ex-
ceptionally prosperois year of 1880 was
about half a millon dollars for every day
of the year, and these sums have gone into
the homes and enterprises of the people.
Thare has been an increase of over $60,000,-
000 in the exports of agrieultural products,
502,802,220 In manufactures and in the prod-
ucts of the mines of over £16,000,000.
’ _l‘llz Gains in Trade.

Our trade halances cannot fall to glve sat-
Iafaction to the people of the country. In
1808 we sold abroad $815.432,676 of provucts
more than we bought abroad. in 1850 2520,-
874,512 and In 1000 $544,471,701, making dur-
ing the three yoars m total balnnee In our
favor of $1.080,779,190—nearly five thmes the
balanee of trade In onr favor for the whole
perlod-of 108 years from ¥790 to June 20,
1807 Inclusive,

Four hundred and thirty-six miiilon dol-
lars of gold bhave been added to the gold
stock of the Unired States since July 1, 1806,
The law of March 14, 1900, authorized the
refunding Inte 2 per cent bonds of that part
of the publle debt represented by the 3 per
cents due in 1908, the 4 per cents dune In 1907
and the § per cents due In 1004, nggregating
$840,000,000. More than one-third of the
sum of these bonds was refunded in the first
three months after the passage of the act,
and on Sept. 1 the sum bhad been inereased
more than $33,000,000, making In all $i20,-
578,050, resulting In a net saving of over $8,
379,520,

Government Saving Money.

The ordinary recelpts of the government
for the fiscal year 1000 were $79.527.060 In
excess of Ite expenditures.

Whlie our recelpts both from enstoms and
Internnl revenue buve been greatly Increns-
ed, our expenditures have been decreasing.
Civil and miscellaneous expenses for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1900, were nearly
$14,000,000 less than lo 1800, while on the
war sccount there is s decrease of more

geean transportation we pay annunliy to for-
elgn =hip owners over 385,000,000, We
ounght 1o own the ships for our carrying
trade with the worid, and we ought to bulld
them In Ameriean shipyards and man them
with American sallors. Our own ciilzens
should receive the transportation charges
now paid to foreigners.

1 have ealled the attention of Congress to
this sabject In my several annoal messages.
Io that of Dee, 6 1897, 1 sald:

“Most desirable from every standpolnt of
national luterest and patviotism Is the effort
to extend our foreign commerce. To this
ewd our merchant marine ~hould be improved
aund enlarged. We should do our fell share
of The carrying trade of the world. We do
not do It now. We shonld be the laggard no
longer.""

In my message of Dec. 5, 1809, T mald:
“Our patlonal development wlil be one-sided
and unsatisfactory so long as the remark-
able growth of our inland industries remains
unaccompanled by progress on the seas
There Is no lack of constitutldnal anthority
for legisiatlion which shall give to the coun-
try marillme sirength commensurate with
Its Industrial achlevements and with s
rapk among the nations of the earth.

*“The past vear has recorded exceptional
nctivity in our shipyards, and the promises
of eontloual prosperity in shipbuliding are
abundant, Advapeed legisiation for the pro-
tection of our seamen has been enacted. Our
coast trade, under regulations wisely framed
at the beginnlog of the governmen! and
since, shows Its resuits for the past fscal
year unegualed ln our records or those of
any other power.

Need of the Canal.

“We shall fall to realize our opportanl-
ties, however, If we complacently regard
only matters at home and blind ourselves to
the necessity of securing our share In the
saluapble camying trade of the world,

“1 now relterate these v]ews.
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than £65.000,600, There was required £5.-
000,000 Jess to support the mavy fhiz year
theu last, apd the ezpenditures on fAccount
of Tndians were nearly two oml three-guar-
ters mililon dollars less than In 1800,

The only two Items of Increase In the pub-
lle expenses of 1900 over 1599 are for pen-
slons and Interest on the public debt. For
1899 we expended for pensions $139,304,829,
and for the fiscal year 1000 our payments oo
this account amounted to $140.877,5316. The
net Increase of Interest on the public debt
of 1900 over 1599 required by the war joan
was 3263,408.25,

Bonda Speedily Taken.

While Congress suthorlzed the govern-
ment to make a war loan of $4§00,000,000 at
the beginning of the wsr with Spain, only
$200,000,000 of bonds was Issued, hearing 3
per cent Interest, which were promptly and
patriotically taken by our citizens

Unless something unforeseen occurs to r
duce our revenues or locrease onr expendl-
tures, the Congress at its next session should
reduce taxation very materially.

Fifty years ago we were selliing govern-
ment bonds bearing as high as 5 per cent in-
terest, Now we aré redeeming them with a
bond at par bearing 2 per cent interest. We
are =elling our surplus products aud lending
our surplus money to Europe.

1 Europe Is Our Debtor.

One result of our selling to other nations
so much more than we have bought from
them during the past three years Is a radleal
Improvement of our financial relations. The
great amounts of capital which bave been
borrowed of Europe for our rapld, material
development bave remained a constant draln
upon our resources for Interest amd divi-
dends and made our money markets llable
to constant disturbances hy calls for pay-
ment or heavy eales of onr securltles when-
ever money stringeney or panie occurred
abroad. We have now Deen paying these
debts and brioging home many of our se-
curitiea and establishing countervailing
credlts abroad by our loans and placing our-
selves upon a sure foundatlon of faancial
Independence.

In the vofortunate contest between Great
Britain and the Boer states of SBouth Africa
the Vulted States has maintained so attl-
tnde of npeutrality In sccordance with Its
well-known traditionnl polley. It dld not
hesitate, however, when requested by the
governments of the South African republies,
to exercise Its good offices for a cessatlon of
hostliitien.

Did What We Conld.

It 1a to be observed that while the Sounth
African republics made like request of other
powers, the United Btates Is the only one
which complled. The British government
declined to accept the lstervestion of aoy
power.

Nipety-one per cent of aur exports and Im-

ports are now carried by foreign ships. Fer

“A smahject of Immediaie Importance to
onr eountry is the Sompletion of a8 great
walerway of cominerce between the Atlantic
and Paclfie, The construetién of a mari-
tinte canal Is now more than ever Indispen-
gable to that intimate and ready communl-
citlon between our eastern and western sea-
ports, demanded by the annexation of the
Hawallan islands and the expansion of our
Influence and trade in the Pacific.

“Ounr pational polley more Imperatively
than ever calls for Its completion and con-
trol hy this government, and It Is belleved
that the next session of Congress, afler re-
celving the full report of the commisslion ap-
polnied under the act spproved Maveh 3,
1890, will make provislons for the sure ae-
complishment of this great work.

Wonld Restrict Trusts,

Combinations of capital which control the
market In commodities necessary to the gen-
erzl use of the people by suppressing nat-
ural and ordinary competition, thos en-
hanecing prices to the general eonsumer, are
obooxions to the common Isw and the publle
welfare. They are dangerous conspiracles
agalost the publle good, and shopld be made
the subject of prohlbitory or peoal legisla-
tion. :

Tublleity will be a helpfal influence to
check this evil. Uniformity of leglalation In
the different States should be secured. Dils-
crimination between what Is Infurious and
whht 13 useful and necessary In business
operatlons is essential to the wise and effect-
Ive treatment of thls subject.

Honest co-operation of eapltal 1s necessary
to meet new business conditions and extend
our rapldly Increasing forelgn trade, but
conepiracles and comblnations Intended to
restrict buslness, rreate monopolles and eon-
trol prices should be effectively restraloed.

Eest Friends of Labor.

The best service which can be rendered to
labor is to afford It an opportunity for
steady and remuneratlve employment and
give It every encouragement for advance.
meat. The poller that subserves this end is
the true American policy. The past three
years have been more gatlsfactory to Amerl-
cam workingmen than many preceding years,
Apy change of the present iodustrial or
financlal polley of the government would be
disastrous to their highest lateres!s.

W!th prosperity at home and an lncreas-
Ing foreign market for American products
employment should continue, to walt upon
labor, and with the present gold standard
the workingman Iz secured against payment
for bis iabor In A depreclated currency. Feor
labor a short day Is better than a short dol
lar. One will Hghten the burdens, the other
lessens the rewards of toll. The one will
promote contentment and independence, the
other penory and waot.

epdaks for Good Wages.

The wages of labor should be adeguate to

keep the bhome In comfort, educate the chil-

dren, and, with theift and economy, lay
something by for the days of infirmity aud
old age.

Practical civll service reform has always
had the support and encoursgement of the
‘Republican party. The future of the merit
system is mafe In its hands,

During the present administiration as eec-

casions bave arisen for modification or
amendmient In the existing ¢ivil service inw
and rules, they huve been made, [mportant
amendments were promulgated hy executive
order under date of May 29,1588, having for
thelr principal purppse the exception from
competitive examinntion of certaln places in-
volving fiduclary responsivilities or dutifs
of n strictly eonfidentlal, sclentific or execu-
tive character, which [t was thought might
better be filled by noncompetitive exsmina-
tlon or by oth®r texts of fiuess In the dis-
creticn of the eppointing officer.
VYalue of Merit System.

. It is gratifying that the experience of more
than a year has vindicated these changes in
the marked lmprovement of the public ser-
vlce. .

The merit syatem, as far as practicable,
18 made the basls for appolotments to of-
fice In our new territory.

The Amerlcan people are profonndly grate-
ful to the soldlers, sallors nnod marines who
bhave In every time of cenfllet fought thelr
country’s battles and defended Its honor.
The.survivors aod the widows aud orphans
of those who have fallen are justly entitled
to receive the generous and conslderate care
of Lthe natlon.

Few are oow left of those who fonght In
the Mexican war, and while many of the
veterans of the Clvll War are stlll spared to
us thelr pumbers are rapidiy “diminlshing
and sge and Infirmity are Increaslog their de-
pendence, These, with the soldiers of the
Spanish war, will not be neglected by thelr
grateful countryment. The penslon laws
have been liberal. They should be justly
administered, and will be. Preference
should be givea to the soldiers, sallors and
marines, thelr widows and orphans, with
respect to employment fo the public ser-
vice,

Kept Faith with Cuoba.

We have been In poszession of Cuba since
the first of January, 1800. We have re-
stored order and established domestic tran-
quillity. We have fod the starving, clothed
the naked, and minlstered to the slck. We
have improved the eanitary condition of the
Island. We have stimulated Industry, Io-
troduced publie education, and taken a full
and comprebensive enumeration of the in-
habltants.  _

The quallficntlon of electors has becn set-
tied aod under it officers bave been chosen
for mll the municipalities of Cuba. These
tocal governments are now in operation, ad-
ministered by the people. Our mliltary es-
tablishment has beep reduced from 43,000
to less than 6,000.

An election has bheen ordered to be held on
the 15th of S<ptember under a falr election
law already tried In the munlcipal electlons,
to choose members of a constitutlonal con-
ventlon, and the convention, by the same
order, 1s to sssemble on the first Monday of
November to frame a coostltution upon
whieh an Independent government for the
Istand will rest. - All this is a long step In
the fulfillment of our sacred guaraotiees Lo
the people of Cuba.

Plans for Forto Ricn.

We hold Porto Rico by the same ttle as
the Philippines. The treaty of peace which
ceded us the one conveyed to us the other.
Congress has given to this isiland a govern-
ment lo which tbe Inbabltanis participate,
elect thelr own legislature, ennct thelr own
local laws, provide thelr own system of tax-
ation, and In these respecis have the same
power and privileges enjoyed by other terri-
torles belonging fo the United States and a
muchk larger measure of seif-government
than was given to the inhabitanis of Louisl-
ana noder JelWerson. A district court of the
United States for Porto Hico hins been estab-
lished and local courts have been lnapgur-
ated, all of which are in operation.

The geunerons treatment of the Porio
Ricans sceords with the most liberal thonght
of our own country and encourages the best
asplratlons of the people of the Isiand.
While they do not have lustant free com-
merclal Intercourse with the United States,
Congress complled with my recommendation
by removing, on the 1st day of May last,
85 per cent of the duties and providing for
the removal of the remaining 15 per cent
on the 1st of March, 1902, or earller if the
legislatare of Porto Rlco shall provide loeal
revennes for the expenses of conducting the
government.

- Isiand Ia Profited.

During this intermediate period Porto
Rican products coming Into the United
States pay a tariff of 15 per cent of the rates
under the Dingley act and our goods going
to Pourto Rico pay a llke rate. The dutles
thus paid and collected both la Porto Rico
and the Unlted States are pnld to the gov-
ernment of Porto Rico and vo part thereof
Is taken by the nations] government,

All of the duties from Nov. 1, 1808, to June
80, 1900, sggregsiing the sum of §2,250,-
523.21, pald at the custom houses In the
United States upon Porto Rican products,
poder the laws existing prior to the shove
mentioned act of Congress, have gone into
the treasury of Porto Rico to relleve the
destitute and for schools and other publie
purposes. Ip addition to this, we have ex-
pended for rellef, education and Improve-
ment of roads the sum of $1,513,084.95.

Military Force Cnt Down.

_The Unilted Btates military force In the
lslands haes been reduced from 11,000 to
1,500, and native Porto Ricans eonstitute for
the most part the local econstabulary. :

Under the new law and the Inauguration
of clvil government there haos heen a gratl-
fying revival of business. The manufactures
of Porto Rleo are developing: ber imports
are Increasing; her tariff 1s yieldlog In-
creased returns; her fields are belog culil-
vated; free schools are belug established.
Notwiihstandiong the many embarrassments
Incldent to a change of national conditions,
she Is rapidly showlng the good eflects of
her pew relatlons to this nation.

For the snke of full and Intelligent under-
standing of the Phillppine questlon and (o
give to the people authentle Information of
the acts and aims of the administration, I
present at some length the eventa of lmpor-
tance leadlng up to the presesnt sitvation.
The purposes of the exacutllve are best re-
venled and can best be judged by what he
bas done and 1s dolng.

Every Move for Peace.

It will be seen that the power of the gov-
ernment bhas been used for the liberty, the
peace and the prosperity of the Phllippioe
peoples, and that force bas been employed
only against force which stood Ia the way
of the realisation of these enda

» plainly written the high

On the 25th day of April, 1808, Congress "
declared that a state of war exlsted betwee
Spain and the Unlted States. Opn May 1L,
1808, Admiral Dewey destroyed the Spanishy
fleet in Manlia Bay, On May 19, 1808, Majy
Gen. Merritt, U. 8. A, was placed lo comn
mand of the military expedition to Manila
and directed among other things to immedi-
ately “publish a proclamation declaring the
w¢ ¢ome not to make war upon the people
of the Phillppitues nor upon any part or facy
tion among them, but to protect them imy
their homes, in thelr employments, snd In
thelr personal and religions rights, All perd
sons who. either by active aid or by bovesf
submission, co-operate wlih the United
States in Its efforts to give effect to this
beneticent purpose will receive the reward
of its sopport and- proteciion.”

SBome Fortunes of War.

On July 3, 1898, the Spanish feet In aty
tempting to escape from Bantlago harbo
was destroyed by the American fleet, and o
July 17, 1808, the Bpanish garrizson in th
clty of Santlago surrendered to the com
mander of the American forces, 1

Following these brilllant victorles, on th
12th day of August, 1808, upon the Inftiatiy
of Spaln, hostllitles were suspended, and
protocol was signed with a view to
Iug terms of peace between the two govern
ments. 1o pursuance thereof I appointed
commlirgloners the following distingulsh
eltizers to conduct the negollations om th
rart of the United States: Hon. Willlam
Day of Ohlo. Hon. Willlam P. Frye
Minnesota, Hon. George Gray of Delaw
and Hon. Whitelaw Reild of New York

Forced Into Conflict.

In addressing the peace commisslon Ml‘*
Its departore for Parls, 1 said:

“It Is my wish that throughout the
tiations Intrusted to the commisslon the p
posé and gpirit with which the United Btal
accepted the unwelcome necessity of
shonld be kept constantly Iln view. W
took up arms only In obedlence to the d.lo_-[
tites of humanity and the fulfillment of high
publlc and meoral obligations. We had ne
design of aggrandizement and no ambil
of conguest.

*“Through the long course of repeated
resentations which preceded and almed
avert the struggle and in the final arbitrad
ment of force this country was !mpelied sol
Iy by the purpose of relieving grievoun
wrongs and removing lopg existing co
tlous which disturbed its tranqnillity, whic!
shocked the moral sense of wankind =
which could po longer be endured.

High Bense of Duty.

“It Is my earnest wish that the United
States In making pemce should folluw thq:
same high role of eonduver which gulded 18
In facing war. It should be ss scropulow
and magnanlmons in the concinding settl
ment as it was just and humaae in Its aorl
fnal action. * * * Qur alm in the adjus
ment of peace should be directed ‘to lastl
results and to the achievement of the com.
mon good under the demands of civilization
rather than to smwbitious designa, * * *

“Without any original thoognt of complistm
or even partinl acquisition, the presencs an
snccess of our arms at Manlla \mpose apow
ns obligations which we cannot dl;reptd..ll‘
The march of events rules. and overrvleg
humesn actlon. Avowing unreservedly t
purpose which has animated sil oor eff
and still solleitous (o adhere to It, we can
not be unmindful that without any desire
or design on our part the wer has broughtl
us new duties and responsibilities which w
must meet and discharge as becomes a greatl
pation on woose growth and eareer, o
the beginning, the Ruler of Nauons
command

pledge of clvilization.™
Shirked No Respoinsibility.

On Oct. 28, 1600, while the peace mmw]'
slon was continulng lis negotlations In Pari
the following additicoal Instruction w
sent:

It Is Imperative upon us that na victors
we should be governed only by motives
which will exalt our natlon, Territorial ex«
panpsion should be our least concern; thad
we_shall not sbirk the moral obilgations of
our victory Is of the greatest.

“Itls undlapur.r.'d that Spaln’s authority le
permanently destroyed In every part of the
Phllippines, To leave any part In ber feeble
control now would increase our dificuities
sud be opposed to the interesta of humans
fty. * * * Nor can we permit Spaln td
transfer any of the lsiemds to  sanothem
power. Nor can we Invite another powed
or powers to jolo the United SBtates In sov=
ereignty over them. We must elther
them or turn them back to Spaln.

Unly One Honorable Course, 4

“(onsequently, grave as are the responsis
billtles and unforeseen as are the dlﬂctﬂ-'
tles which are before us, the Pres!dent cam
see but one plaln path of duty, the ampt—:
ance of the archipelago. Greater dificultles
and more serlous ccmpllcatlona—admlnlltn.-i
live and Iuternational—would follow any
other course. !

“The Presidenl has given to the views of
the commissioners the fullest conslideration,
aod o reaching the cooclusion above
-nounced, in the light of Information com
mupicated to the commission and te th
Presldent since your departure, be has bee \
lofluenced by the siugie cousideration
daty aod humaonity. 'The President ls oo
pnmindful of the distressed financlal condi
tion of Spain, and whatever consideratio
the United States may show must coms
from [ts sense of geperosity and benevold
ence ratber thau from any real or tech
obligation.”™

Could Not Abandon Them.

Agaln, on Nov. 18, 1 lostructed the comsd
misslon:

“From the standpoint of Indemnity, both
the archipelagoes (Purto Klco and the Phile
ippines) are lusufliclcut to pay oor war ex-
penses, but aside from thls, do we not owe
un obilgation 1o 1he peopie of the Philip
pines which will not permit us to returm
them to the sovereignly of Spain? Could we
justify ourseives in such A course, or conld
we permlt thelr barter to some other poweri

“Willingly or not, we have the responsis
ity of duty which we¢ caunot escape.
« » & The President canncl believe any
division of the urchipelago can bring us any«
thing but embarrassment io the futare. The
trade aod commercial slde, us well as the
indemnlty for the cost of the war, are ques-
tions we might yield. They might be walved
or compromised, but the questions of duty
and bumanity appeal o the President so
strongly that be ean find no appropriate &n4
swer but the one be has here marked out.™ |

Terma of the Treaty.

The treaty of peace was concluded on Dec.
10, 1898. By Its terms the lrehlpehn:
known as the Philippine Islands, was ceded
by Spaln to tbe United Statea. If was alse

provided ibat “ibe civil rights and political




