RESIDENT M'EKINLEY'S letter

l of acceptance is probably the most
important unofficial document is-
wued in this country in a quarter of a
joentury. The President takes the coun-
fato his confidence and throws 2 new

t mpon the history of the past two
breare. Irrespective of its caustic arralgn-
of the critics of the administration

d its forceful clinching of the fact that

anism means the “immediate” de-
ction of the gold standard and sub-
tution therefor of free silver coinage
lat the ratio of 16 to 1, the letter is im-
t in the historic sense because it
mnthe American people thelr first
Eknowledge of the statesmanship and con-
connected with recent epoch-mak-

events.

The President, although by nature a
a1l and conciliatory man, can be arous-
H to & point of dangerous combativeness,
\and when the mood is on him he becomes
lone of the most effective debaters we
,hn"e bad in this country for many years.
Mn his letter he wastes no time in what

t be called preliminary sparring, but,
ving definitely located the enemy's
wital spot, which is the free silver heresy,

e strikes at it with force and precision.

financlal question, he says, may not
$e the paramount issue, but it is the im-
pnedlate Issue. “It will admit of no de
Bay and will suffer no postponement.”
(For has not the Democratic party declar-
od for the “immediate” coinage of silver
Wt & ratio of 16 to 1? And is there any
i@oubt that Mr. Brran, who insisted upon
the insertion of the silver plank in the
platform, against the advice of the best
‘snen in the party, will use every means,
it he Is elected, to carry his principles
Bnto practice?

After paying the tribute of his regret
¥hat the Democratic party by its nominee
i its reiteration of the free silver plank
of 1806 has made it necessary for the
woters to reaffrm their decision of four
Fears ago in favor of the existing gold
standard, President boldly

ks up the gage of battle on the issue
of lmperialism. What that issue is he
!lt.lten most happily in a single paragraphb
mear the end of his letter. Afier he has
I::nhlled the facts which place the
ole controversy in the clearest possi-
historical light before the reader, bhe

MceKinley

says:
The American question is he-
tween duty and desertion—the

American verdiet wiill he for duty
and egainst desertion, for the Re-
public against both anarchy and
fmperialism.
As a2 campaign document the letter s
garded as phenomenally strong. But
is more than & canipnign document. It
s contribution to bistory., The Presi-
flent desls candidly with the American
e. He is not afraid to tell them
t be has done or why he did it. He
lo facts rather than in arguments.
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\ TEXT OF THE LETTER,
FPresident’s Views oo Free Silver and
} the Philippine Questinn.
Executive Manslon, Washington, D. C.,
B.—To the Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge,
Irman Notification Committes—My Dear
The nomination of the Republican na-
! conventlon of June 19, 1900, for the
ofMee of President of the United States,
which, as the officiul representative of the
gonvention, you have convered to me, Is
mecepted. 1 bave carefully esamioed the
latform adopted and give It my bearty
pproval.
! Upon the great Issue of the last national
wlection It Is clear. It upholds the gold
standard and lodorses the legisiation of the
resent Congress by which that standard
been effectively strengthened. The sta-
Bllity of our nationa! eurrency 1s, therefore,
@ecure 5o long as thoxe who adhere to this
platform are kept In control of the govern-
pment.
RBame Teauea Involved.
| Im the fGrst battle, that of 1804, the friends
the gold standard and of sound currency
were triumphant and the country Is enjoy-
.ll.uu' fruits of that victory. Our antag-
onlsts, however, are not satisfied. They com-
Pe! us Lo & second Lattle upon the same loes
on which the first was fought and won.
While regretting the reopeniug of this
guestion, which can only disturb tlie present
@atlsfactory financlal condltlon of the gov-
ernment and visit oncertainty upon onr
i t business enterprises, we accept the
e and agaln Invite the sound money
Yorces to join In winning another snd we
e a permanent triumph for an honest
Bnapcial system which will continue lovlo-
kable the public falth,

All Loyal to Silver.

As In 1508, the three sliver partles are
united under the same leader, who, imme.
r'lhtel:r after the election of that year, In an
Mddress to the bimetaliists, sald:
| “The friends of blmetalllsm have not been
tranquished; they have slmply been over-
:ﬂ:ll'. They belleve that the gold standard

a consplracy of the money changers
nst the welfare of the human race—and
! ey will continue the warfare agalnst it.”"

The pollcy thus proclalmed has been ae-
weepted and confirmed by these partles. The
allver Democratic platform of 1800 contlnnes
‘the warfare against the so-called gold con-
spiracy when It expressly says:

“‘We reiterate the demand of that (the
Chicago) platform of 1508 for an American

ncial system made by the Amerlean peo-
" for themselves, which shall restore and
‘maintaln a bimetallle price level; and as
lpart of such system the immediate restora-
“1lon of the free and unllmited colnage of
sllver and goid at the present ratlo of 18 to
1, withont walting for the ald or consent of
apy other nation."

The Paramonnt Jasme,

Bo the 1ssue Is presented. It will be noted
that the demand Is for the Immediste restor-
alion of the [ree colnage of sllver at 18 to
% If another issue !s paramount, thls Is
intmediate. Tt will admit of no delay and

iy

;Ifﬂt sufler no postponement,

Turning te the other assoclated partles,
we find In the Popnulist natlonal platform
adopted at Sloux Falis, 8. D, May 10, 1900,
the following declaration:

"~ “We pledge anew the People's party nev-
er to cease the agltation untii this financlal
conspiracy Is blotted from the statute book,
the Lincoln greenback restored, the bonds
all pald and all corporation money forever
retired. We reaffirm the demand for the re-
opening of the mints of the Unlted States
for the free and unlimited coinage of sliver
and gold at the present legal ratio of 18 to
1, the lmmediate Increase In the voluwme of
sliver colos and certificates thus created to
be substituted, dollar for dollar, for the
bank notes Issued by private corporations
under special privilege, granted by law of
March 14, 1900, and prior patlonal bankiug
laws."

Declare Their Hostility.

The platform of the siiver party adopted
at Kansas Clty, July 6, 1000, muakes the fol-
lowing announcement:

““We declare It to be our Intention to lend |

our efforts to the repeal of this currency
law, which not only repudiantes the anclent
and time-honored principles of the Amerl-
can people before the Constitotion wes
adopted, but Is violative of the principles of
the Coostitutlon itself; and we shall oot
cease our efforts ontll there has heen estab-
lished In lts place A monetary system based
upon the free and uulimited coinage of silver
and gold loto money at the present legal
ratio of 16 to 1 by the independent action of
the Unlted States, under which srstem all
paper money shall be Issued by the govern-
ment, and all such money colned or lssued
shall be a full legal tender In payment of
all debts, public and private, without excep-
tlon.*
Combine Against Gold,

In all three piatforms these partles an-
nonnee thal thelr efforts shall be unceasiug
untll the gold act shall be blotted from the
statute books and the free and unlimited
colnage of sliver at 18 to 1, shall take lis
place,

The relative ilmportance of the issues [ do
not stop to discuss. All of them are im-
portant. Whichever party Is suceessful will
be bound In consclence to carry Into admin-
Istration and legisiation its several declara-
tlons and doectrines. One declaration will be
a5 obligatory as another, but all are not lm-
mediate.

It Is nol possible that these parties would
treat the doectrine of 16 to 1, the Immediate
realization of which Is demanded by thelr
several platforms, as vold.and Inoperative
in the event that they shomld be clothed
with power. Otherwlise their profession of
falth ls insiocere. It Is therefore the Im-
perative bnsiness of those opposed to this
financial beresy to prevent (be trinmph of
the parties whose unlon Is only assursd by
ndherence to the silver issue.

Facing Grave Peril.

Wil the American people, through Indif-
ference or fancled security, hazard the over-
throw of the wise financial legisiation of the
last year and revive the danger of the silver
standard, with all of the luevitable evils of
ghattersd confidence snd geusral disaster
which justly alarmed and aroused them In
18047

The Chleago platform of 1596 is reaffirmed
In Its entirety by the Kansas Ciry coaven-
tion. Nothing has been omitied or recalled;
s0 that all the perils then Lhreatened are
presented anew with the added force of a
deiiherate reaffirmation. Four years ago
the people refused to place the seal of thelr
approval upon these dangerocs and revolg_—
tionary policies, and this year they wili not
fall to record again thelr earnest dissent.

Faithful to Pledges,

The Republican party remalns falthful to
Its principle of & tarlff which supplles suf-
ficlent revenuves for the governmeént and ade-
quale protection to our enterprises and pro-
ducers, and of peciprocity, whieh opens for-
elgn markets to the fruits of American laho
and furnishes pew chapnels through which
to market the surplus of American farms.
The tlme-honored prinelpiea of protection
and reclprocily were the first pledges of Re
publican victory to be written loto public
law.

The present Coogress has given to Alaska
a territorial government for which It had
walted more than a quarter of a centyry;
has established a representative government
in Hawall; has enacted bills for the most
llberal treatment of the pensloners and thelr
wildows: has revived the free bomestead
polley.

in Its great financlal law It provided for
the establisbment of banks of lssue with a
capital of $25,000 for the benefit of villages
and roral communities, bringing the oppor-
tunity for profitable business In banking
within the reach of moderate capital. Many
are already avalllng themselves of this priv-
llege.

Some Convincing Figurea,

Durlag the past year more than $10,000,000
of United States bonds have been pald from
the sarplus revenues of the treasury, and in
additlon $25,000,000 of 2 per centa matured,
calied by the government, are in process of
payment. Paeclfic Rallroad bonds Issued by
the government In ald of the roads im the
sum of nearly $44,000,000 have bheen paid
sluce Dee. 31, 1807. The treasury halance s
In satisfactory conditlon, showiug on Sept.
1 $135,410,000, In addition to the $150,000,000
gold reserve lo the treasury. The govern-
mént relations with the Paclie rallroads
have been substantially elosed, $124.421,000
being received from these roasds, the greater
part In eash and the remalnder with ample
securities for payments deferred.

Instead of diminishing, as was predicted
four ycars agp, the volome of oor corrency
Is greater per caplta than It has ever been.
It was $21.10 1o 1806. It had locrea=ed to
£26.50 on July 1, 1900, and $26.85 on Sept, 1,
1900. Our total mouney oo July 1, 1586, was
$1,500,434,066; on July 1, 3000, It was §2,-
062,425,490, and $2,096,653,042 on Sept. 1,
1900,

Prosperity in General.

©Our Industrial and agricultural condiiions
are more promising than they bave been for
many years; probably more so than they
bave ever been. FProsperity abounds every-
where throughout the republle. 1 rejolce
that the Southern ss well as the Northern
States are enjoyiong a full share of these Iin-
proved natlonal conditions and that all are
contributing so largely to our remarksble
Industrial development.

The money lender recelves lower rewards
for his capital than if it were Invested in
mctive business. The rates of Interest are
lower than they bave ever been In this coun-
try, while those things which are produced
on the farm and In the warkshop, and the
labor producing them, have sdvaoced In
value.

Our forelgn trade shows a satisfactory and

increasing growibh. The amount of ocur ex-

ports for the year 1000 over those of the ex-
ceptionally prosperous year of 1899 was
about balf a million doHars for every day
of the year, and these sums have gone Into
the bomes and enterprises of the people.
There bas heen an Incrense of over $50,000,-
004 In the exports of agricultural products,
$92,092,220 In wmanufactures dnd in the prod-
ucts of the mines of over $10,000,000.
Big Gains in Trade.

Our trade balinces connot fall to glve sat-
Iafactlon to tlie people of the vouniry. In
1808 we sald abroad $615.432,676 of products
more than we bought sbroad, (o 1899 £520.-
574,513 and In 1900 $544,471,501, makiug dur-
Ing the three years a total balance In our
favor of £1.689,770,100 —nearly five times the
balnuce of trade in our favor for the whole
period of 108 vears from 1730 to June 30,
1807 inclusive,

Four hundred and thirty-six million dol-
lars of gold have been added to the gold
stock of the Fnlied States sioce July 1, 1596,
The law of March 14, 1900, authorlzed the
refunding Into 2 per cent bonds of that part
of the puibllc debt represented by the 3 per
cents due In 1908, the 4 per cents doe In 1907
and the & per cents due in 1004, ageregnting
$840,000,000. More than one-third of the
sum of thexe bonds was refunded In the first
three months afrer the pnssage of the act,
and=on Sept. 1 the sum bad been Inereased
more than 30,000,000, making In all $330,-
BB, 050, resultiog In & net saving of over §8,-
379,520,

Government Baving Money.

The ordinary recelpts of the government
for the fiscal year 1000 were $79.527.000 In
exoess of lte expenditures.

While our recelpts both from enstoms and
Internal revenue have been greatly Increps-
ed, our expenditures have been decrensing.
Civil and miscellaneous expenses for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 100, were nearly
$14,000,000 less than in 1896, while on the
war account there Is a decrease of more

ocean transportntion we pay annuoally to for-
elgu ship owners over $165,000,000. We
onght to own the ships for our carrying
trade with the worid, and we ought to bulld
them In American shipyards and man them
with American sallors. ©Our own citizens
should recelve the transportation charges
now paid to forelgners,

I have called the attentlon of Congress (o
this subject in my severul anoual messages.
Ln that of Dec. 6, 1897, | sald:

“Most desirable from every standpdint of
natlonal intsrest and patriotlsm is the effort
to exiend our forcign commerce. To this
end our merchant marine should be lmproved
and enltrged. We should de our full share
of the carrying trade of the world. We do
not do it pow. We should be the laggard no
longer."

in my message of Dec. 5, 1880, 1 sald:
“Our natlonal development wiil be one-sided
and vnsatisfaetory so long as the remark-
able growth of our inland Industries remalns
ecnaccompanied by progress on the seas.
There 15 no lack of constitutional authority
for legislation which shall give to the coun-
try maritime strengih commensurate with
its Tudustrial achievements and with s
rank among the nations of the earth. i

““T'he past year has recorded exceptional
activlity In onr shipyards, and the promises
of contlonal prosperity In shipbullding are
abundant. Advanced legislation for the pro-
tection of our seamen has been enacted. Our
coast trade, under regulations wisely framed
at the beginning of the government and
sinee, shows Itz results for the past fiscal
year unequaled lo our records or those of
any ofher power.

Need of the Canal.

*“IWe shall fall to reallze our opportuni-
tles, however, If we complacently regard
only matters al home and bLlind onrselves to
the pecessity of securing our share in the
valuable carrying trade of the world.

1 mow reiterate these views.

PRESIDENT M’KINLEY.
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than $U5.000,000. There was required $£8.-
000,000 less to support the navy this year
than Iast, and the expenditores on account
of Indians were pearly two aund threequar-
ters million dollars Jess than In 1800,

The only two ltems of increase In the pub-
lic expenses of 1900 over 1890 are for pen-
slons and Interest on the publie debt, "For
1809 we expended for pensions $130,304.920,
and for the fiscal year 1000 our payments on
this account amounted to $140.877,316. The
net Increase of Interest on the public debt
of 1800 over 1509 required by the war loan
wos §$263,408.256. S

Bonds Speedily Taken.

While Congress nuthorized the govern-
ment to make a wer losn of §400,000,000 at
the beginning of the war with Spain, only
$200,000,000 of bonds was lssued, hearlng B
per cent Interest, which were promptly and
patriotieslly taken by our cltizens.

Unless something unforeseen oceurs to r
duce our revenues or lncrease onr expendl-
tures, the Coagress at Its next sesalon should
reduce taxation very mnterinlly.

Fifty years ago we were selling govern-
ment bonds hearing as bigh ns § per cent In-
terest. Now we are redeeming them with &
bond at par bearing 2 per cent loterest. We
are selling oor surplus products and lending
our surplus money to Europe.

Europe Is Onr Debtor.

One result of our selllng to other nations
s0 much more than we have bought from
them during the past three years Is a radical
Improvement of our financinl relations. The
great amounts of capital which have been
borrowed of Europe for our rapid, material
development have remalned a constant drain
upon our resources for Interest and divl-
dends and made our money markets lHable
to constant disturbances by calls for pay-
ment or heavy sales of our seeurities when-
ever money stringeney or panle occurred
abhread. We have now been paying these
debrs and bringlog home many of our se-
eurities and establishing countervalling
eredits sbroad by our loans and placing our-
selves upon a sure foundation of Snancial
Independence.

In the unfortunate contest between Great
Britaln and the Boer states of South Afriea
the United States has molntalned an sttl-
tonde of neuntrality Iln accordance with Ita
well-known traditional polley. It did not
hesitate, however, when reguested by the
governments of the Ronth African republies,
to exercise lts good offices for a ceasation of
bostilities.

Did What We Conld,

It Is to be observed that while the Sonth
African republlcs made like request of other
powers, the Unlited States Is the only one
which complied. The British government
declined to accept the lutervention of any
PpowWer.

Ninety-one per cent of our exports and ln-

ports are Low carried by foreigo ships. Fer

“A =abject of Immediare importance to
our country la the completion of a great
waleraay of commerre between Lthe Atlantie
and Puaclfic. The construction of s marl-
thne canal Is now more than ever Indlspen-
sable to that Int!mite snd ready communl-
catlon between our eastern and western sea-
ports, demanded by the snnexation of the
Hawalian Islands and the expanslon of oor
influence and trade Iln the Paclfie.

“Our natlonal polley more lmperatively
than ever calls for Its completlon and con-
trol hy this government, and it is belleved
that the next session of Congress, after re-
celviag the fuli report of the commission ap-
polnted nnder the act approved March 3,
1899, will make provislons for the sure aec-
complishment of thls great work.

Wonld Restrict Trusts,

Combinatlons of eapltal which centrol the
market in commmofities necessary to the gen-
eral nse of the people by suppressing nat-
ural and ordinary competition, thus en-
hanclog prices to the general consumer, are
obooxious to the common law and the pubile
wellare. They are dangerons consplracies
agalost the publie good, and skould be made
the subject of probibliory or penal legisla-
tlon.

Pabllelty wlil be a helpfu! iofluence to
check this evil. Unlfarmity of legisiatlon In
the different States should be secured. Dis-
crimination between what is Injurlous and
what 18 usefnl and necessary Io business
operatlons s essentlal to the wise and effect-
Ive treatment of this sublect.

Honest co-operation of caplial Is necessary
to meet new bLusiness conditions and extend
our rapidly locreasing forelgn trade, but
conspiracies and combinations intended to
restrict business, create monopolies and con-
trol prices should be effectively restrained.

Hest Friends of Labor.

The best service which can be rendered to
labor is to alord it am opportunity for
steady and remunerative employment and
give it every encouragement for advance-
meat. The poliey that subserves this end Is
the truoe American pollcy. The past three
years have been more satlsfactory to Amerl-
can workinzmen than many preceding years.
Any chaoge of the present Industrial or
financial policy of the government would be
disastrous to their highest Interests.

With presperity at home and an lncreas-
Ing forelgn market for American products
employment should contlnue to walt upon
labor, and with the present gold standard
the workingman !s secured against payment
for his labor io a depreclated currency. For
Isbor & short day s better than a short dol-
tar. One will lighten the burdens, the other
lessens the rewards of tell. The ome will
promote contentment and Independence, the
other penury and want.

. Epeaks for Good Wagea.

The wages of labor should be adequate to
keep the bome In comfort, educate the chil-

dren, and, with thrift aAod economy, lay
something by for the days of infirinlty and
old age. .

Practical eivll service reform has always
had the support and encourngement of the
Republican party. The Cfature of the merit
system Is sife In its hands,

During the present sdministration as oe-
casions have arisen for modifieation or
amendment In the existlng civil service law
and rules. they have been made. lmportant
amendments were prowulgated by executive
order under date of May 20, 1800, having for
thelr prioncipal purpose the exception from
competitive exawination of certaln places in
volving fduclary responsibilities or dutles
of a strictly confidential, scientifie or execn-
tive character, which it was thought might
better be filled by noncompetitive examing-
tlop or by other tests of fitness I the dis-
cretion of the appointing officer.

Value of Merit System.

It Is gratifying that the experience of more
than a year has vindleated these changes In
the marked improvement of the publlc ser-
vlce.

The merlt eystem, as far as practicable,
Is made the basls fer appolutments to of-
fice In onr new territory.

The Amerlean people are profoundly grate-
ful to the soidiers, sailors and marines who
have in every tlme of conflict fought thelr
country’s buatties and defepded His honor,
The survivors and the widows snd orphans
of those who have fallen are justiy entitled
to recelve the generous and conslderate care
of the nation. .

Few are pow left of those who fonght In
the Mexican war, and while many of the
veterans of the Clfll War are still spared to
us thelr numbers are rapidly diminishing
and age and Inficmity are Increasing thelr de-
pendence. These, with the soldiers of the
Spanish war, will sot be neglected by their

gratefnl countryment. The pension laws
have been libernl. They should be justly
administered, and will be. Preference

should be given to the so'dlers, sallors and
marines, thelr widows and orphans, with
respect to employment in the publie ser-
vice.

Kept Faith with Cnba.

We have been In possession of Cuba since
the first of January, 18989. We have re-
stored order and establlsbhed domestic tran-
quillity. We have fed the starving, clothed
the naked, and ministered to the slek. We
have lmproved the sanitary condition of the
Island. We have stimulated Industry, In-
troduced publle education, and taken a full
and comprehensive envmeration of the In-
habitants.

The goalification of electors has been set-
tled and vnder it officers have been rhosen
for all the muunlelpalities of Cuba. These
loenl goveinments are now in operation, ad-
ministered by the peapie. Our milltary es
tabllshitent has beea reduced from 43,000
to less than 6,000,

An election has been ordered to be held on
the 15th of Scptember under a falr election
law alreadys tried in the municipal elections,
to choose members of a constitutional con-
ventlon, and the convention, by the same
order, 15 1o assembie on the first Mouday of
November to frame a constltutlon upon
which an Independent government for the
Island will rest. All this is a long Step In
the fulfilliment of our sacrad guarantees (o
the people of Cuba.

Plana for Porto Rico.

We hold Porto Rico Ly the same title as
the Philippines. The ireaty of peace whieh
ceded us tie one conveyed (o us the other.
Congress has given to this islynd a govern-
ment In which the lnhabltants participate,
elect thelr own legislature, enact thelr own
local laws, provide thelr own system of tax-
atlon, and in these respects have the same
power and privileges enjored by othier terrl
torles belonging to the Uanlted States and a
much lurger measnre of se!f-gavernment
than was givea to the inhabitanis of Loulsl-
ana under Jefferson. A district court of the
United States for Porto Rico has been estab-
lished and local conris bave been Inangur-
ated, nll of which are In operation.

The generous treatment of the Porio
Ricans accords with the most liberal thooght
of our own country and encournges the best
aspirations of the people of the island.
While they do pot have instant free comn-
mercial intercourse with the United States,
Congress complied with my recommendation
by removing, on the Ist day of May last,
85 per cent of the duties and providing for
the removal of the remaining 15 per cent
on the 1st of March, 1902, or eariler If the
legisiatare of Porto Rico shall provide iocal
revenunes for the expenses of condueting the
government.

Tsland Is Profited.

During this Intermedlate perlod Porto
Rican producta coming Into the Unlted
States pay a tariff of 15 per cent of the rates
nnder the Dingley act and our goods golug
to Porto Rleo pay a lke rate. The duties
thus paid and collected both In Porto Rlco
and the Unlted States are pald to the gov-
eroment of Porto Rico and no part thereof
Is taken by the natlonal government.

All of the dutles from Nov. 1, 1898, to June
30, 1800, aggregating the sum of $2,250,-
523.21, pald at the custom bousea In the
United States upon Porto Rlean products,
under the laws exlsting prior te the above
mentloned act of Congress, have gope Into
the treasury of Porto Rico to relleve the
destitute and for schools and other public
purposes, In addition to thls, we bave ex-
pended for rellef, education and lmprove-
ment of roads the sum of $1,513,084.05,

Military Force Cut Down.

The Unlted States millitary force In the
islands has heen reduced from 11,000 to
1,500, snd native Porto Ricans eonstitute for
the most part the local constabulary.

Under the new law end the inauguration
of civil government there has bheen o grati-
f¥lng revival of business. The manufactures
of Porto Rlco are developing: her lmports
are Increasing; ber tarl® Is vleldlng io-
ereased retorns; ber flelds are belng culid-
vated; free schools are bLelng established.
Notwithstanding the many embarrassments
tocldent to a change of national conditicns,
she Is rapldly showing the good effects of
her new relations to this natlon.

For the sake of full and Intelligent under
standing of the Phllippine guestlon and to
give-to the people authentle luformation of
the acts and elms of the administration, 1
present at gome length the events of lmpor-
tance leadlng up to the present eiluation.
The purposes of the execuilve are best re-
venled and can best be jndged by what be
has done and Is dolag.

Every Move for Peace.

It will be seen that the power of the gov-
ernment has been used for the liberty, the
peace and the prosperity of the: Phillpplune
peoples, and that force has been employed
only aguinst force which stood in the way
of the realization of these enda

RESIDENT M'KINLEY'S LETTER ACCEPTING THE

On the 25ith day of April, 1808, Congresy
declared thut a stute of war exlsted between
Epalo and the United States. On May l..'
1508, Admiral Dewey destroyed the Spanish
fleet In Manila Bay. Op May 19, 18088, Maj.
Gen, llerritl._l'. 8. A, was placed In coms
mand of the military expedition to Manila
and directed among other things to Immedi-
&tely “publish a proclamntion declaring that
we ¢ome not to make war upon the people
of the Plilipplnes nor upon any pert or facs
tlon among them, but to protect them Ia
thelr bomes, in their employments, and ln
thelr personal and religlous rights. All per-
sons who, either by acilve ald or by honesf
eubmission, co-operate with the United
States lu Its efforts to give effect to thid
beneficent purpose will receive the reward
of its support and protection."

Some Fortunes of War.

On July 3, 1808, the Epanish fieet In ate
tewpting to eseape from Santlago bharbo
was destroyed by the American fleet, and
July 17, 1898, the Bpanish garrison lm th
ety of Bantlago surrendered to the eom
mander of the American forces. |

Following these brilllant victorles, om th
12ih day of August, 1808, upon the Initiatl
of Spalp, bostilitles were suspended, and
protocol was sligned with a view to arran
Ing terms of peace between the two govern
menls. 1o pursuance thereof I appointed
commissioners the following distingo
ritizers to conduct the negotiations om t
rari of the United States: Hon Willlam
Day of Ohlo, Hon. Willlam P. Frye
Minnesota, Hon. George Gray of Dela
and Hon. Whitelaw Reld of New York

Forced Into Conflict.

In addressing the peace commission Mw*
its departure for Parls, I sald: |

“It is my wish that throughout the o
tiations Intrusted to the commlgsion the pur
pose and spirit with which the Unlted Sta
accepted the unwelcome pecessity of
should be kept constantly In vlew. Wa
took up arms only In obedience to the ﬂo:'
tates of humanity and the folfillment of high
public and moral obligations. We bad ne
design of aggrandizement and no ambitlon
of conquest. X |

“Through the long course of repeated rep-
resentations which preceded and almed te
avert the struggle and o the final arbitra-
ment of force this country was Impelled soled
Iy by the purpose of relieving gﬂlm‘l
wrongs and removing long existing cond
tions which disturbed its trangunilliity. whl
shocked the moral sense of meRokind aod
which could no longer be endured. |

High Sense of Daty. 1

“It Is my earnest wish that the United
States ln making peace should follow the
same high rule of copduct which gnlded 1t
in facing war. It should be as sempuluni
and magnanimous in the concinding settied
ment as It was Just and bumane in Its o
Inal aetlon, * * * Qur alm in the adjustd
ment of peace should be directed to lastl
resiits and to the achlevement of the com-
mon good under the demands of clvilization
rather than to ambltious desigos. * * *

“Withont any original thouglt of complete
or even parilal acquisiticn, the presence an
success of our arms at Manlla lmpose nnol'
us obllgatlons which we cspnot dlsregardy
The murch of events rules and overrules
buman action. Avowlug nnreservedly t
purpose which has animated all our eforta)
end still solleltous to mdliere to i1, we cand
not be uomiudfol that without any desire
or design on our pari the war has bmn;h‘!
us new duties and responsibilities which we
must meet and dischurge as becomes a great
natlon on wnoee grow'h and career, frowuy
the begionlng, the Ruler of Natlons has
plalnly written the bigh command and
pledge of clvilization.™

Shirked No Respinsibility.

On Oct. 28, 1800, while the peace tommil-:
slon was continuiug its negotiations In Parls,
the followlng addltlonal Instructlon wad
sent:

“It I8 lmperative npon us that as victors
weé shoald be goverued ounly by motlves
which will exait our pnation. Territorial ex-
pansion shonid he our least concern; thad
we shall pot shirk the moral obligations of
oor victory Is of the grestest

“it Is undlsputed that Spaln’s suthority s
permianently destroyed In every part of the
Philipplues. To ieave sny part lo her feeble
conirol mow would increase our difficulties
and be opposed to the loterests of human.
ity. * * * Nor can we permit Spaim td
transfer any of the isiands to another
power. Nor can we Invite another powad
or powers to joln the Unlted States ln sov-
erelgnty cver them. We must elther hold
tbem or turn them back to Spaln.

Only One Honorable Course,

“Consequently, gruve ns are the responsi-
bilities and vnforeseen as are the difficuld
tles which are before os, the President cam
see bul one plaln path of duty, the accept-
ance of the archipelago. Greater difficulties
and more serious complications—adminlstrs-
tive and Ipterpational—would follow any
other course, :

“The Presldent has given to the views of
the commissloners the fuliest consideration,
gud in reschipg the conclusion above &
pounced, in the light of information com-
munleated to the commission snd to the
President slnce your departure, he has been
influenced by the slogle consideration
duty and bumaoity. The President Is nof
snmindful of the distressed financlal condl”
tion of Bpain, and whatever conslderatlo
the Unlted Stutes masy show must come
from Its sense of generoslty and benevels
ence rather than from any real or technical
obligation.”

Could Not Abandon Them.

Agaln, on Nov. 13, | Instructed the com-
mission:

"Irom the standpolat of indemnity, both
the archipelagoes ("orto Rico and the Phill-
ippines) are lnsuflicient to pay our war ex-
penses, but aslde frow thls, do we not ewe
an oubligation te the people of the Phillp-
plues which will not permit us to return
them to the soverelgnty of Spaln? Conld we
Justify ourselves in such a course, or could
we permit thelr burter to some other power?

“Willingly or oot, we have the responmsi-
Lidty of duty which we cannot escape.
The President cannot believe any
divislon of Lhe :ll't‘iﬂ[.ll.‘]{ll,’ﬂ ©an nrinx Us ANy«
thing hot embarrassment in the future. Tha
trade and cemmercinl slde, as well as the

! indemulty for the cost of the war, are ques-

tions we might yleld, They might he walved
or compromised, bot the questlons of duty
and bumanity appeal to the President ao
strungly chat he can find no appropriate am-
swer but the one be bus here warked cut.” |
Terms of the Treaty. i
The treaty of peace was concluded on Dee.
10, 1508, By Its terms the lre!upl.-lalo.l
kEnown as the Philippine Islands, was ced
by Spalo to the Unlted Btates, It was alse
provided that ““the civil rights and politiesd




