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PERSONAL AND LITERARY.

—Theodore Tilton is sojourning in
Paris, where lie is engagzed in writing a
book.—N. Y. Sun. -~

—An old publisher says that not one
book in tive hundred reaches a second
edition.— XN, Y. Herald. }

—Alvan Clark, the telescope-maker
of Massnchusetts, though eighty years
old. is still at work. e nnﬁ his sons
are the leading telescope manufacturers
of the world. —HBoston Journal. 5

Mrs. Belva A. Leckwood is the
second woman who hnas formally run
for the Presidency of the United States,
Mrs. Victoria C. Woodbull being her
notorions, if not illustrious, preﬁecas—
sor.—Chicago Jo irnal,

—Mrs. Garfield, the mother of the
late President, ean be scen almost any
day walking about the grounds or sit-
ting in ber arm-chair on the shaded
veranda at Mentor. On Sundays she
is generally at church with other mem
bers of the family, and is able to take
a seat in, or alight from, the family
carriage with little assistance. She has
passed her eighty-third birthday, acd
svems to be in the eanjoymeut of her
usual good health. —Cleveland Leader,

—Mr. W. W. Corcoran, the Wash-
ington philanthropist, is now upward
of eighty-four vears of age, and is vet
stronz and vigorous. He has grown
somewhat pec diar, however, about his
ealing, never touching anything not
prepared by his own cook, or coming
irom his own house. If he expects to
be absent from home at lunch time be
carries a hearty luncheon with him,
which he takes out and eats at the
proper time with great relish.— Ha-
sugton FPo ¢.

—-Joe Jeflerson, the actor, whoe ought
to know the effect of the constant repe-
tition of one part upon the actor, says
that after playving one part for a great
lenzth of time an actor is apt to forget
his lines and take up wrong ones. An
English actor who forgot his lines in
this way was blamed by the manager.
*It’s very strange that you are not per-

fect in that part by this time. ou
have been playing it two hundred
nights.”” **Do vou expect me to re-

member it forever?'’ said the actor.—
N. Y. Graphic.

—Cyrus W. Field is the youngest son
of a clergyman of Stockbridge, Mass.
His brothers, Dudley, Henry and Sie-
phen, were seat to colleze, but Cyras,
at an early age, received twenty-five
dollars and the paternal blessing. He
became a clerk in A. T. Stewart's store
at a salary of two dollars a week, and
on entering into business for himself as
a dealer in paper, his fellow-clerks pre-
sented him with a diamond pin. It
took him twelve years to make a fort-
tine. Sipece then he has been a eapi-
talist and has made several fortunes—
say #20,000,000.—N. Y. Trimes.
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HUMOROUS.

—In the Empire of Morocco there i3
only one subscriber to a newspaper.
He is the Emperor. As soon as there
are two or three more it is likely some
Yankee will happen along and start a
paper.— Foston 1ranscropt.

—*+] laughed,” he said to his wife, *‘1
lsughed unti! myv mouth fairly stretched
from ear to ear. ©  **You don’t have to
laugh very elaborately to accomplisn
that distance,”” replied the lady, with a

yawn. “Ha! He! Very good, myv desr,
very gootdl g;ﬁM mouth, eh®
“*No, lurge ear:" she said, with anoth-
er yawn:"—N, Y. {ual,

—A much-vexed yuestion is now set-
tied. For a long-lime it bas been won-
dazred why women turn around to look
al each other on the street. A wife re-
torted when reproved by her hnsband:
“Didn’'t the woman Jlook at me?’
*“Yes,"" replied the husbhand.

“Al
right then: one good turn deserves an-
olher.”'—Pitlsburgh [nspatch.

A short time ago Jones and Rob-
inson were din nz out together, Jones

being one of the most absent-minded
individusls in edistence. Quoth Rob-

inson 19 Jones: 'l say old fellow, what
o von think? A man asked me the other
day whether your name was Smith!™
Reallv,” answered the absent-m'nded
one. “and was 127 - - Wiiteha'l Revinae,
“Remus, how fur am de sun ffom de
pari?" »Well, Clem, idees difters "bout
dat. Some tinks hit's furder and ud-
ders tinks "taint so fur.”” “Um! jesso.
But what's vo' idee "boat dem spots on
de solarum dat” folks talks “bout?”
*Why. (lem, dem spots am nuflin mo’
dan de heads of de nails dot hol's de
sunn onto de <kv." - Atlanta Consditn-
fearnt.
—+] wants vou to bay me pack dot
&2 | loaned you last spring. Money is

worth twice s much now as it vash
den,”” said Mose Schaumburg to Gil-
howly. *Is that <o?"" inguired Gilhoo-

Jv, pensively.  *Is it really worth twice
as mu-h now as it was when I got that
w22« Shertainly it was" Well,
then, here is ¥1. That makes us even,
I believe. — 7 exas Sirtings.

—0ld Mos uito There, now, you
must have been diobeying me. What
made you so sick? Young Musquito —
Dunno, ma; I don't do nothin’. Old
Mosquito—Yes. you did. Have you
been eat'ng anything I told you to avoid
this weather? Young Mosquito—No'm.
0O!d Mosquito—Yes, you have, or you
wouldn'tLe sick, Now, mind I will
give you a regular thrashing if you ever
azain touch veal or dudesin the sum-
mer time.— Philadelphia Ca’l. :
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Wonldn’t Take Him.

“Will this road take me to Atlanta?”’
asked a traveler of a “‘cracker.”’

*No, sir-ree,”’ replied the country-
man, “narry a time ™

*Tha's strange,”” mused the first
speaker. ©*A man told me a few hours
ago that it would."

““He lied, stranger; I've been hyar
twenty v ars, an’l I hain't seed it tuck
nobody” annywhar yit; and 1 don't
s'pnsr-h-lu-er}.r will long as folks Kkin
ride an’ walk. ’

“Well, if [ follow the road I'll get
there, won't 1?7 smilingly asked the
traveler

“Not much; fer ye kan: foller it,
kuse she don't move, an’ ye kaint fol-
ler nothin' what don’t move along in
fron’t of ye."

“But if | travel this route I'll soon
reach the city, | reckon.™’

*Then ye struck it, mister; jes’ kee
a wovin' the way yer gon an' ye'
git thar after awhile. Mornin® to ye."

- dblania Conglidulion.
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“Cod, Herring “*W‘- b
One of the oSt 1% ' th

fisheries, whether - we -the pum-
ber taken, the MOfrmh.‘m' the

commereial value of the produst, 1s t
cod * tishery. _cod _is & dee

tish, never me r y
and leaving & ‘the Jea

for the shallow ba ¢ in spawnin
time, ‘and retormingsafter. tﬁa season i%
OVET. “is fouud on the English

sts, in most  no

of Newfoundland, wliﬂel__,-saex;ls ¢
4 ‘-' : y p3 n : m i
ring""; ndss W nntﬁiber of glh
‘actually caught ‘on" the banks ‘of
Newfoundiand ~ is - almost « past
calculation. It was estimated Iast year
at 157,000,000, and the ecatoh in the
rest of the world was perhaps ‘quite as
large, making the tutai- Almost beyond
belief.  The cod is relished by all nac

world, and is oon ntly in bigh de-
matd for food, and the supply has
néver been equal to the demand. From
the cod comeseyeral products—the roe,
each of about 2,00 ¢ees, the sound, as
it is ealled, or air-bladder, composed of
almost pure gvlatine, the oil and sev-
eral others.

Perhaps vext in importance to the
cod is the herring tishery, the common
herring being found on nearly every
coast of Europe and America. The
number of men employed in the herring
fishery issabout 1 0,030, and other na-
tions of Furope combined have perhaps
as many more. ‘The abundance of
herrings in the sea is wonderful; in the
season, the shonls where they go show
the water for many feet deep actually
thick with them.” The schools are
often ten miles long by tive miles broad
and of unknown
the school being indicated to the Lishers
in the daytime by the presence of vast
gwarms of birds and voracious ftish
which prey upon them, and at night. by
the phosphorescence of the water. The
abundance of the herrings on the fishing
grounds is not always the same. In
IR72 they appeared in such profusion
that at a single cast of the nets as
many as 5,000 were often secured,
while last year the fishermen of Lowe-
stoft canght intwo days 22,000,000 fisb,
s0 great & catch being far beyond rie
curing power of all the people of the
town, and hundreds of tons had 2o be
sold for manure. The herrings are
caught with nets, and it is not usually
practicable to use steam power to any
great extent in the fisheries, though it
may be applied to the purpose of hanl-
ingin the nets, drving the fish and in
some few other ways. At present
many of the tishing boats take out car-
rier pigeons with them to bringz back
inteilizence of the cateh, so that the
people who work on shore shall be able
to make arrangements for caring for
the fish as soon as the boats arrive.
The herring fisheries of North Caro-
lina are very important accessories to
the wealth of that State, the cateh ho-
ing generally very large. The seines
used are sometimes as much as a mile
and a half long, and are drawn in by
steam power, as many as H00,000 fish
being often taken by one seine in a
single day.

The mackerel fisheries are of steadily
growing importance, the valune ot the
fish for food and its delicacy renderin
it every year in greater demand.
Mackerel wre found in the localities
usnally frequented by cod and herring,
and are canght by means of hook and
line, lLike bherring, they move in
schools, but not in the same numbers.
The method of detecting their presence
is veryv curious. The mackerel is a
ereedy fish, and when it finds its favorite
food rushes upon it without delay; and
the stvle it has of seizine the small fish
causes a number of cireular rip-
ples in the water exaectly resembling
the fall of hailstones. The lookouts
are on the watch for this appearance of
the water, and as the small fry always
make for the shore when. attacked by
the macvkerel, the boats are made ready
and pnt off to meet the fish as they
come in. In lishine for the mackerel
the tishermen ftirst throw overboard
oreat quantities of chopped tish very
fnely cut to artract the mackerel, and
the. soon find flsh in abundance if there
are any in the neighborhood, the mack-
erel l;i'tin;_: with great eagerncss, amd
coming quite close Lo the surface, so
that they are not hard to catch. Each
tisheriman can therefore easily manage
two lines, and sometimes more.—>SCG
Lorwis Glabe-Deiiooral.
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NSights in Central Amerlcs.
L

At e¢ight o’clock in the morning we
started on the FPerro Curril Railroad
for Rio Sucio. We rode until four in
the afternvon throurh a wondrons
country. On'either side for miles wera
hundreds of banana plantations in

different stages of growth. One
can form some idea of the vast

number of bananas consumed when
they sce these plantations and hun-
dreds of thousands of bunches ready
for shipment. As we whizzed through
the woods fresh beauties would greet the
eve. The tallest treesl ever saw, with
apparently no bark, loomed up against
the sky: then a forest of cocoa palm,
eactus and magy other beautiful trees,
and below a perfect jungle of shrub and
undergrowth. In these very tall trees
are the orchids, or air plants, so choice
and expensive in the North. Their
scarlet blossoms are very conspicuous
in the midst of so much green. From
Rio Sncio we started for San Jose on
horseback and immediately began the
ascent of the mountain. There was
something about our situation so awe-
inspiring that for a time we rode on in
si'ence. The dizzy heights above, the
hizh wall on one side and gulf or val-
ley on the other revealed by the dim
light of the lantern which light our
pathway. The scene was granc beyond
deseription.  As we astended we could
see the mountains high, high above us,
and looking down. the wvalley far, far
beneats.  Now and then we crossed a
monniain steeam rushinz aod tambling
down the precipice. ‘The foliage on the
mountain side is dense and beautiful.
Finaily we beean the descent, and for
fwe've iniles thic was a most (rying
time |inally we were mel by Father
e rowivz eloht miles from San Jose,
with car iage<, 2l a few miles over
roceh roads .oaght us to the little
ecitv. Nuwrrow streets and buildings
very compucet greal Vol on every sie.

Cor Ceveland Herald.
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t.Aot least, on the banks won't ve ituntil I have had pesitive

tions living in the tgopical parts of the
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i rocketf Draws $15,000 in
_ ... 'the ‘Eoplsiana. Jottery.
dofi™t beliove it,’? wiis- the
Rex ‘@rockett of steamer 12 of

replyv of

L e o ertiiant o thin ity b
was 1 framhmﬂeonga::m %

' W :
i ,mmnemmnwcﬁd{ ed by & surcingle; Dext comes
the Louaﬁ;statezlgottarymiheduw-, rong bridl g _'tho‘;'wia;'ahitutth;

{th inst.;: ““what’s more I

proof.’* W g
weing I shouldadvance you $108
o ngth of yonrchances. woul
you veit then'?" asked.his comra {
o ¥ I mi@to"

The fireman went out and procured the
X -handed it to Crockett, who for
the time to reali: \
Fmddluflkﬁ Then, in d:;angna X
riend, e got up, sedl bimself and-|
tried to stand on his head in the corner.”’
““Crockett never had at one time.

fireman to the reporter. * To be sure he

ts $140 a »9onth as engineer, but he
sn’t much®of a hand at saving. The
ticket that won the monev was No.68,-
980, and it captured one-fifth of the first
capital prize of $75,000.

““Has Crockett received his money
“.et ?n 2

““Yes; but, strange to sayv, he still
sticks to his job. We all thought it
would paralyze him when he heard the
news, but it didn’t. He isn’t 2 man who
drinks or gambles to any great extent.
He is about 35 years of age and married.
I heard that he intends to go back to New
Jersey, where he came from, and buy a
farm and settle down.

Crockett was ingerviewed, but no
amount of questionig could make him
say anything further than that he
“didn’t care for notoriety,”’ and that he
“didn’t want any:hing published about
the matter."

No. 68,980 was the first ticket Crockett
ever bought in any lottory and his for-
tunate experience adds another scrap to
the history of lucky lottery players in
this city.—San Francisco (Cal.) Chron-
tcle, Nrv. 26.
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Railways in China.

THe Imperial Government has come
to a decision of great importance —that,
namely, of sanectioning in principle the
introduction ef railways into the coun
try. The Empress called upon the
great functionaries of state to subrit
plans for the construction and managze.
ment of strategical and commercial
lines. Proposals were accordingly
made by the Viceroy Li Hung Chang
and other representatives of the pro
gressive school, to be carried out on the
conclusion of a definitive treaty with
France.

Li Hung Chang is now convinced by
experience that no public work requir-
inz organization and financial acenracy

can be undertaken by the Chinese
themselves.  Consequently the rail-
ways must be constructed and man-

aged by skiled foreigners.

But the Government has a natural
dread of the inroads of foreigners, and
is unwilling to assign them rights over
the soil of China. There wil’, there-
fore, be a strong disinclination to grant
csoncessions, whether for making rail-
ways or for mining, except to natives.
But since the Chinese people lack the
requisite intelligence, the railway prob-
lem will probably be solved by the Gov-
ernment itself assuming the responsi-
bility of making State lines. This can
only be done by the creation of a new
department, to be managed by foreign-
ers in the Chinese serviee. this depart-
ment to have complete control over the
construction, working, and financing
of the railways.

Fortunately the Government, which
does everything by precedent, possesses

roof of the efliciency of such service
in the admirable organization of his
own maritime customs. Like all re-
forms in China, the customs sysiem
was forced on the Government by the
pressure of necessity. The principal
seaport, Shanghai, having fallen into the
hands of the Taiping rebels in 1853,
the functions of Government were sus-

ended, and Sir Rutherford Alcock, then
ritish Consul at Shanghai, in con’unc
tion with the Consuls of France and
the United States, collected the duties
by means of inspectors appointed by
themselves; Sir Thomas Wade, then
English Vice Consul, being the first ex
ecutive officer in the service, lent for
the emergency by the British Govern-
ment.

This system has spread under new
treaties until its ramifications now ex-
tend to twenty seaports. I may, with.
out flattery, describe it as probably the
model of a customs service for the
whole world; the most eflicient, the
most accommodating to merchants, ab
solutely incorruptible, yet extremely
popular. It furnishes the Government
with the only portion of its revenne
which can be relied on to come in. ‘I he
system has been matured by its chief,
Sir Robert Hart, who has been Inspec-

exercised absolute control, the high
Chinese functionaries never interfering
with him.

The service contains able men. Mr.
Detring, for example, who suggested
the Franco-Chinese negotiations, would
be well qualified to establish a new
State Department of Puablic Works,
havinz the same status as that of the
maritime customs. Should the con-
struction of railways be undertaken in
China it will probably be upon some
such basis. —Cor. London Times.
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Seotland’s Sea Harvest.

The **harvest of the sea,’’ so far asit
1s gathered in Scottish waters, has just
been made the subject of an official
valuation by the officers of the Fishery
Board, by whom it is estimated as
amounting in money to a total sum of
£3,286,242. ‘The larger portion, a little
over two millions sterling, is derived
from the herring fishery, whieh has for
a long period been the most important
tishing industry of the country. The
haddock is taken in vast guantities by
the Scotch fishing boats; 543,565 cwt.
were caught during the last twelve
months, the estimated value of the
catch being £340,693. The Scottish
oyster beds, like those of other local-
ities, have largely fallen off in produe-
tiveness, only 6,456 hundreds of oysters
(of 120 each) having been gathered
from the once productive *“scalps'™ of
Bcotland. The total value of the shell-
fish taken is set down as amounting te
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before this lucky strike,” suid'anothery

| hills of the Sierra are a quiet, inoffensive

tor General for twenty years, and hasg,
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Breaking .h Horses o ‘ﬁm Pampas,
ng animal seleoted £o undergo,
. is and & h :
having been put. ‘him he is tied-up
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to:n-ﬁ'ol@__ on roct ‘firmly secured in the
; . B0 isth o hwit]t:out t.gdmd ﬁd
exhsusted. n
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‘most powerfolki
to it
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curb worked with !
horse is then freed n "amw
’le_cl[i about if he will ga guietly; The
| trainer, afler a turn or two, springs
gnto his back with great agility. An
attendant mounted upon a steady horse
| rides hp alongside, and tries by the in-
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'*-’haﬂE...! ring at-
thro e mouth’
My L asns

| due: - com ta coax
him to go quietly along, which as a'rule,
seldoni%oes ljust first; and then
real strugcle begifis. © Fair meéans

not succeeding, the jockey drives the
huge rowels of his massive spurs into
the horses flank and is answered by a
“buck’’ that is terrific to behold, fol-
lowed by a suceession of similar desper-
ate etforts of the frightened and infuri-
ated animal to free himself from his un-
welcome rider. Every time that he
stops the attendant pushes up against
him and bumps him along till at last he
starts off in a gallop. madly at first,
“bucking’’ as he goes; but soon he gets
blown and finds the pace to fast to last.
His merciless tormentor, however, has
no notion of relaxing speed, and flogs
and spurs him to increased exertions
till he is almost readv to fall down.
There are no fences or obstacles in the
way, and by a skillful use of the whip
always on one side of the head, the
horse is gradually worked round until
he faces towards bhome, and back he
comes after a couple of hours, jaded
and blown, scarcely able to stagger
along, his head down to the ground,
with nostrils dilated, heaving flank, and
quivering in every muscle, up to they
post to be tied to it again, but not so
close this time as before, and witha
little grass thrown to him, as if in mock-
ery of his misery. Exhausted nature
can stand it no longer, and in a few
minutes he sinks down upon the ground
and stretches himself out as if about to
iie, lying in that position sometimes as
long as twenty-four hours without mov-
ing. . When he is sb'e to stand up the
yrocess is repeated, but with very much
Im-.s spirit on the horse’s part, and after
half a dozen lessons of the kind his ed-
ucation is tinished.—* deross the Pam-
pas and the Andes,”” by Robert Craw-
ford, M. A.
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Acorn Bread.

The Indians scattered along the foot-

people. They do not appear to be gov-
erned by any tribal laws, yvet adhere to
many of their old traditions. One or
two men of surerior ability and indus-
try form a nucleus around which others
less ambitious gather. Herethey fence
with brush auf logs a tract suflicient
for their requirements of haymaking,
pasturing, ete. Althosgh they often
indulge in the food of civilized nations,
the acorn is stille a favorite article of
diet in every well-regulated wigwam.
The process of converting this bitter
nut into bread is curious. Under the
branches of a grand old pine I found
them at work. They had shucked and
ground in the usual manner.a large
mass of theacorn meats. A number of
circular vats had been hollowed out of
the black soil, much in the shape of a
punch bowl. Into this vat was put the
pcorn pulp. At hand stood several large
clothes baskets filled with water, and
into these they dropped hot stones, thus
heating the wuter to the required tem-
erature. Upon the mass of crushed
ﬂiuvruvss they carefully ladeled the hot
water, making it about the color and
consistency of eream. Not a speck ap-
ln-:u'ml to mix. A buxom muhala stood
yy each vat, and with a small fir bough
stirred the mass, skilfully removing any
speck that flonted upon the surface.
The soil gradually ahsorbed the bitter
waters, leaving a firm, white substance,
of which they made bread. [ asked to
taste it, at which they said something in
their language, and all langhed. 1
asked again, and aftermore laughter 1
was handed a small particle on a fig
leaf, and found it sweet and palatable.
They began to remove it, and so adroit-
Iy was this done that but a small por-
tion adhered to the soil.  They spread
it upon the rocks, and in a short time it
was fit for use. This, I am told, they
mix with water, putit into t! in cakes
and bake before the fire.—San Fran-
cisco Chronicle.
e e —
Mierophones,

It is through the help of the micro-
phone that telephony has become so
practical and so extensively adopted.
I'he Blake transmitter, the Ader, and
many others hy which musie and speech
are now conveyved so many miles, are
all varieties of the earbon mierophone.
In some churches, micerophone trans-
mitters are now applied to the pulpit,
50 that the sermon ecan be transmitted
by telephone to invalid members who
cannot leave home. At the Electrical
Exhibitions of Paris, Vienna, and the
Crystal Palace, the music of an entire
opera was transmitted from the stage
by wire to other buildings where great
ogreat numbers of persons sat and
istened to it. The transport of music
and other sounds in no way directly
conneeted with the wire, is frequently
effected by what is termed induction or
leading-in. Over and over again per-
sons listening into telephones for the
purpose of hearing what a friend is
saying have heard the strains of this
music —aside, communicated by indue-
tion from some neighboring line to
theirs. Not long ago 8 telegraph clerk
in Chicago was listening in a telephone
early one morning, to his surprise
heard the eroaking of frogs and the
whistling of birds. The explanation of
the phenomenon is, that a loose joint in
the telephone wire where it passed
through a wood, acted as a microphone,
and transmitted the woodland chorus 19
his ears. Messages in process of trans-
mission are sometimes drowned by the
rumbling noise of street traflie induced
by the wire.— Chamber's Journal.

—————— O ———

~-The longest flight in this country
of a homing pigeon yet recorded has re-
sentiy Leen lown from Atlanta, Ga., to

£82,945. —N. Y. Evening Post.

Kevport, N. J. 725 miles. - N. Y. Sun.
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The Rain Tree.

" The attention of the Hon. J. B. Ab.
bott, Minister for Mines, bas been drawn
to a notice in Land and Waler respect-

4ug the “*Rain Tree,”" which grows n

South Australis, and, according to this
notice, is so remarkable that travelers,

‘when traversing an arid and desolate

tract of country, have been struck with
the strange contrast-of seeing on one
hand a barren desert and on the other a

: ation. | The
tree, this’ notice states, grows to the

sheight of sixty feet, with a diameter of

feet atits base, and it possesses
1 St)wef‘ of attractin o -haort:nﬂ -l-ﬁll_
condensing the humidity of the atmds-
phere so strongly that water is a.lw.i-:
to be seen drippidg from its trunk
such clnsntit as to convert the sur-
rounding soil into 'a vegetable marsh.
Mr. Abhbott has called for a report on
the subjeet from the Inspector of For-
ests, Mr. J. Duff, who has written the
following:

“FOREST CoNservAaTORY BRANCH DEPART-
MENT OF MINES, SYyp~xey, June 1, 1884 -Sir:
In pecordance with your instruetions on Mr.
Godhard’'s memo., numbered as per margin, 1
have the honor 1o inform you that | have ob-
tained the tollowing information respecting
the habirats and uses of the rain tree or guan-
go. Albizzia saman (P. Von Mueller), or Pithe-
colubium saman of Bentham; Laron Mueller
states in his work on *Extra Troplenl Plants,
published in 1581, that the ‘rain tree or guin-
go is a lofty tree, particularly valuable for
wet saline country, and It extends from Mex-
ico 1o Brazil and Peru. It attains a height of
seventy feet, trunk six feet in diameter, the
colossul branches extendig one hundred and
thiry freet, and it is of quick growth, inoutline
not unlike an oak. 1t forms a magnificent
feature in a landscape. It thrives in the dry
sult-pondd districts of the West Indies, and
}iknl-r:'lt!u- \'i;*in]:_\' of the m-ut.; lt.n.inl and d(-\\l'.
all shrough its leavep_which are shut up a
night, thf‘fs mim-ﬂ:':';:.\‘"q ‘“»'R‘%n o grow | under-
pedsth, It thrives Lest where the min-fall
fluctuates between thirty und sixty inches a
year—one of the best trees in mild climes for
road or shnde lines, The wood 1s hard and or-
namensal, but the principal utility of the tree
lies in its pulpy pods, which are produced in
greatabundance, and coustitute a very Tat-
tenning fodder for all kinds of pastoral ani-
mnals which ent them with relish.” Mr. John
Smith, A. L. 8, Ex-Curator of the Royal Bo-
tanic Gardens, Kew, London in his 'l}l(:llnu-
ary of Economical Plants,” published in 1882
states that ‘the Zamang Is the Spanish pame
of the tree. and it is a native of Venezuela.'
He quotes Humboldt's deseription of the tree,
which = as follows: ‘We saw in the evening
at a league distant an object whith appoenred
in the korizon like a round hillock eavered
with trees. It was neither a hill nor s group
of trees close to each other, but oue singhe
tree—the famous Zumang-del Guayre.) re-
markable for the enormous extent of dts
branches, which form a hemispheric head five
bundred and seventy-2ix feet in ciccufir-
ence, the diameter of the stem being nine feet
near the ground. It belongs 10 the mimoss
gection of the order of Leguminas:e, and is a
species of the genus Pithebolium (P. Samani.’
Seeds taken from the tree were rjlsed in
the botanic eardens, Trintdud, in 153, It ag-
pears to be fast growing w hen young, a ties
forty years old measuring fiftecn feet in cir-
cumierence near the ground. Jt has thick,
flatish, curved pods, about eight Inehes in
length and one inch in width, contsining a
sweetish pulp. They are in common use for
feeding cattle, and for that purpose the tree
Is now cultivate i in different countries. It is
also known as the rain tree, I may furibher
add that a fow years ago a number Of Seeding
plants of the rain tree were received in the
Sydney Botanic Gardens from the Botanie
Gardens,Ceylon.on receipt of which they were

iaced f& a bush-house.where theyv grew well

uring the summer months; but the whole of
the plants perizhed in the winter, which
would indicate that the climate of Sydney is
not sufficiently warm for the cultiviation of
this tree. The rain tree evidentiv requires a
moist climate near the ser, and it might suec-
ceed In some of the northern const districts,
but it is doubtful if it would grow in the inte-
rior, or in the districts subject to droughts
and frosts, the latter being the localities where
such a tree would be most required for shade
and stock feed. The statements made by
travelers in South America it Land and Wa-
ter, attuched hereto, thut ‘water is constantly
dripping from the trunk of the tree in suc
quantity as to convect the soll into & verit-
able marsh,’' is, 1 think exaggerated, and re-
quires further reliable confirmation. | Should
sieps be taken to ascertain if the rain tree
can be procured in the colonles, and if so, to
procure plants and test {t8 suitabllity for va-
rious di=tricts of New Bouth Wales? [ bave,
ete. Joux Duer.!

Mr. Abbott has directed that steps be
taken to procure some of the trees with
a view to their introduction into the
colony.—Sydney Herald.

- .

Proverbs Abount Life.

The comparison of human life to a
flood has ever been a favorite figure |in
every literature, and the proverbs which
deal with life and expound its problems
under this fizure are past numbering.
In Japan, the significance of man js
forcibly put in the proverb, **As the
stars, so man is little in the distance,”
while the Persian says, ““The world is
like an old building on the banks of a
stream—is carried away piece by piece:
in vain yvou stop it with & handful of
earth.”” The passacge of life isTlike the
growth and decay of a flower, and this
fact forms the burden of many proverbs.
The Turk asks, *‘Have you ever seen a
day which ends not in evening?'' and
the Arab answers, “Every day in thy
life is a leaf in thy history.”  The Af-
ghan philosophically remarks, “Life is
not such a mouthful that a man should
gulp it down whole.” The changing
state of man is beautifully set furth-in
the Sy rian proverb, ““Happinessof Jife
is like crystal —~when it shines fost it

soon eracks,’”” and a Japanese pruverh.

pronounces life, **Like a moth falling
on a lighted candle”™ —an image to he
compared only with that of Jobh, who
pronounces life *:a light befure the
wind.” . .

The friendships of life are a fertile
source of vroverbs. The Urdu says,
“Fhe frie v of the base is a wall of

sand,” b relieves his mind
in the = Ly observing, A
bad f smith, who, if he
dods i h fire, will injure
you with s, e Oriental origin
of, *“Two g but a =single
thowght, ™ the Turkish
provert, _ _ soul' in two

bodies,” and the ~clares, A
man without a friend 1s a left! hand with-
out the !‘igllt." The folly af forming
friendships with some people is llus-
trated by the Afghan proverb{ «The ass’
friendship is  Kkicking,” fwhile the
Chinese affirm, **Without #a mirror a
woman ecannot see her face: without a
friend a man can not s#e his actions,”
but the Japanese corftectly appreciate
the situation when they say, “*A friend
at hand is better than all your relatives
at a distance.”'—S¢ Lowis Globe-Domo-
ocratl.
Y . T

—A lady living in the suburbs was
pestered by a patent churn agent who
was anxious to demonstrate that the
machine would make butter in ten min-
utes. Upon his third or fourth eall
the other afternoon, she filled the
churn and the agent worked it for
ten minutes, then very briskly for
ten more. He confessed that he was at
a loss to know what was the matter un-
til the lady remarked: *I1 Fueu 1
churned all the butter out.of thap milk
this morning.” The agent ‘‘Hew.’'—

\ Exchange.

Mociean Habits.  ~

Worgeri with heavy burdens on thelr
backs, unmindful of either dust or sun
peat, slip every now aund then

the They are all bound T the
same place—the ci mark:‘il.w-mth their
loads of green produce. 7They are bare-

headed, maoy of them are barefoated,
bareleggel a{;d barearmed. Now aad
then one, with a fifty pound weight on
her back, has a fifteen pound baby in
her arms. Or, if the burden is smaller
and the child larger, the former is car-
ried in the arms and the latter on the
back, gitting in a sort of cradle or pouch
of cloth attached to the mother's shoul-
ders, its bare legs bestriding. her “side
aad its brown armes clasping her shoul-
dersor vainly clutching the air. Labor-
ing women invariably carry their infants
thus upon their backs, revealing their
Indian descent and character at »

glance. The garment used for this im-
provised cradle is gene the familiar
zebozo, the only outer elsthing worn by

girls and women of the lower order in
this country. It isa plain strip of some
dark material—doubtless cotton—two
or three yards long and not over one
vard wide. The zebozo is worn much
as a Northern woman throws a shawl
over her head and shoulders for a mo-
ment’s run out doors. It is both head-
dress and outer garment for the upper
part of the person. Thrown back from
the head, but retained by the ends in
front, it may be a couch for a child ora
sack for® considerable bundle. On the
street and the plaza, in the market and
at ehurch, zebozos may be counted ad
any hour of the day by scores and even
by hundreds. Many travelers do not
admire their appearance, but they seem
to me graceful and attractive. Women
of the Indian race are seldem seen
without them, and for aught I know,
they sleep and are buried in them. For
the rest, one cotton upper garment and
a cotton skirt or two complete the
feminine outfit. The men wear only
cotton shirts and cotton pamtaloons.
Bare feet are vastly more numerous
than those elad with sandals or shoes.
The men wear a similar, but beavier,
warmer and often gaudy wrap, the
serape, or szarape. This is a sort of
bl:mL—r. often costly. It is worn much
like a shawl, the outer ends being
brought from behind over the right
shoulder, carried in front of the person
and thrown over the leftshoulder,where
it hangs fast as if glued. How the
serape is prevailed on to stay in place
is one of the great Mexican mysteries.
It is not fastened, at least ordinarily,
but somehow or other it stays in place.
The serape is worn more in the colder
North than here. Itis one of the Jno:
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Sugar In Mexico.

Sugar-cane was unknown to the An-
.;lunt. Mﬁx‘iieans. who n:sdﬂ nyn:lp from

oney and magn ce, and sugar
fromyoomtalk:g—gugh after the mﬁ:-
ner so extensively experimented upon of
late in the United States. Sugar-cane
was introduced by the Spaniards from
the Canary Islgnds—first to Santa Do-
minigo, thence to Cuba, and soon after,

by natural sequence, to Mexico. The
first sugar-canes were planted in this
eoun in 1520 by Pedro de

Atienza. The first eylinders were con-
structed by Gonzalo de Velosa. The
first sugar-mills, used at that time by
 the Spauniards, were worked by hy-
| draulic wheels, and not as now, by
borses. Baron Hwmaboldt, who exam-
ined the will of Cortez, tells us that the
conquervr left several Bourishing sugar
plantations near Cuyoacan, in the v

of Mexico, where now (owing, it is sup-
pused, to the cutting do - the trees)
the cold is tow T Qne 10

The hacienda of At muled, like
many others, in Mexico, is a little king-
dom within itself, quite independent of
all the world. Its fort-like walls are
strong enough to stand sieges, and
within them are buildings emough to
form a respectable village. :side
the usual number, the hacienda adds a
house for boiling sugar, whuse furnaces
blaze night and day; & house with ma-
chinery for extracting the juice of the
cane, refining rooms, drying sheds, ete.,
all on the largest and most generous
scale. This being also a coffee planta-
tion, there is a great mill for separating
the beans from the chafi, sheds in which
the coffee is dried and assorted, and a
distillery where aguardiente (rum) is
made from the refuse of the sugar mills.
Men, peons and horses are counted by
the hundreds bere, and the owner is ab-
solute monarch of all he surveys. Be-
sides fields of sugar-cape stretching
away as far as the eye can reach, are
coffee groves containing fifty thousand
young and vigorous plants; plains upon
which unnumbered horses and eattle
range, beside miles of uncultivated land
where deer, quail and other small game
find a **happy hnming ground.” About
eighteen miles from Cuernsvala are the
temple and fortress of Xochiealeo, one
of the most remarkable ?na in Mexico.
They lie upon a rocky esainence almost
a league in circumferengns, which is cut
into regular terraces faced with stone.
The temple on its summit is seventy-five
by sixty-three feet in 2rea, of wo
granite, beautifully sculptured, and was
constructed in the usual pyramidal-ter-
raced form. But, sad to say, this tem-
ple of unknown gods, where pa?n
riests performed their sacrifices, has
n desecrated by modern vandals, and

striking objects in the field of vision at
Chihuahua. A dozen men digging for
a horse railroad traek, with red as
white blankets thrown loosely over the
shoulders, as if they had just
out of bed and forgotten to leave
covering behind them, is a comical
sight. 1 witnessed such a spectacle in
a rural city the other-morning.  The
bright, inconvenient trapping appears
less out of place in the afternoon sun at
agay bull fight. The serape, zebozo
and leather sandal distinguish Mexican
low life. The sandal is simply s piece
of leather, cut to imitate reughly the
shape of the foot, and held in place by
coarse thongs which pass over the foot
and aronnd the instep. Mexicans of
the upper class, of both sexes, wear
clothing which rivals in richness and
taste the best efforts of the tailors of St
Louis, London or Paris. The world
contains go gentlemen and ladies more
faultlessly dressed or better bred than
they.—Cor. £, Louis Globe- Demoeral,
.{L—-—-—-—-—*oc--——‘-——

Carlosities of Definition.

o

There Was & on that crocodiles
wept ovem their '; bence the tears of
a hypocrife were ed. Bullokar, in
1616, made an English dictionary in

which under the word hesays: **A croe-
odile wilk weepe over a8 man's head
when he hath devoured the body, and
then will @ate up the head too. * * *
I saw oné of these beasts in London,
brought thither dead, but in perfect
forme, of-about two yards long.™

Bullokar was followed by Minsheu,
who issned in 1617, second edition 1626,
a polyglot, but vet true English diction-
ary, remarkable as the first effort at
English etymology, as the first book
giving a printed list of subscribers to it,
and giving an amusing account of the
origin of the word Coekney :

“A Cockney or Cockny, applied only
to one born within the sound of Bow-
bell, that is, within the eity of London,
which tearme eame first out of this tale:
That a citizen's sonne riding with
his father out of London into the
country, and being a novice and meere-
ly ignorant how corme or cattel in-
c¢reased, asked when he heard a horse
neigh, what the horse did; his father
answered, the horse doth neigh; ridi
farther he heard a cock crow, and sai
doth the cocke neigh two? and there-
fore Coekney or Cockuie, by inversion
thus: incock q. incoctus, i.e., raw or
unripe in countrey-mens: affaires.”’

But the dictionary of this period is
what its author Henry Cockeram, when
publishing it in 1623, was pleased to call
“The English Dictionarie; or an Inter-
preter of hard English words, Enabling
as well Ladies and Gentlewomen, young
schoolers, clarkes, merchants; as also
strangers of any nation, to the nnder-
standing of the more difficult aunthors
already printed in our Language, and
the more speedy attaining of an elegant
erfection of the English tongue, both
in reading, speaking and writing.”

Is this *~ork in six or eight folio vol-
unwes, does the reader ask? No, it is
hardly if at all, larger than the Primer
of English Literature. It is, moreover,
divided into books, the first giving
“choice,” the second, “vulgar'' words,
and the thind, a singular jumble of
natural history. mythology, and biog-
raphy. Amongthe *‘choice” words is
found **bubuleitate,” with the meaning,
1o cry like a cow-boy." The word
“actress’’ is defined, since this book was
published before the practice of women

appearing on the stage sprang up, as a
“gvp:ma'mdoer.“ In the rdgpal:-t it is
stated of a little beast called the ‘‘igna-
hogledpgp g oo T

¢ night it sin notes
one after another: i-re-ut.™
*“The Barble,” Henry Cockeram assures
us, **is a fish that will not meddle with
the baite until with her taile shee have
unhooked it from the hooke.— British

Quarterly.

o

Js used as a sugar factory. In this fa-
xored region evuybody’:);;honghta turn

gnr-making. as naturally as spooks
e

upward. It is asserted that herec
‘may be reaped within a yesr after
euttings are planted.—Cor, 856 Paul
Pioneer-Press.
- r t—v-——-;‘.ﬁ-—-—-—_— - ok ‘
_~Dust and DIIOEI‘. .
Quﬁng is one of those domestic
felicities which eyery housckes
shares. It isa thankless task at
nobody thinks of remarking that »
room is carefully dusted, but who fails,
to !nvez:nugumt the untidiness of hnrt
whose iture shows the faintest touch
of the insidious foe, which in summer
every wind ires to in the
erannies of the house, behind the books
in the [ib shelves, in the vases, or
wherever it is most inaccessible and un-
bandy? It perches on the chandelier,
hides in tle p h album, powders
the piano keys visiting cards.
Iu winter the furnace and open fire fur-
nish us with the uncoveted article, and,
wrestle with it as we may, we never
bave the pleasure of fairly routing M. It
is only an old-fashioned superstition that

dusting is of any service; we believe it
was"Thorean w{no emanci himself
from this fetich of the duster, and threw
his imena of minerals out the win-
dow use they demanded daily at-
tention. What k will " ever-

have the courage of her convictions; and

follow his example? It almost seems,

instead, as if we collected bric-a-brac
on purpose to a _ this_
ancient dust, and provide it a tenement,

Bridget ~ flings her feather broom
hither and yon in desperation, Hirts
the dust into the atmosphere, where we
may conveniently inhale it, instead of
allowing it to remain innocently
shelved, in spite of Florence Nightin-
gale’s injunction to use only a damp
cloth; and whao shall estipate the costly
bits that have fallen a sacrilice to the
alip&mry tingers of the house-maid? In-
deed, we suspect that dustinr is an art

that should be taught as well as cook-

ing, that should have its Prof. Blot and

its Miss Corson. It requires patience,

eyesight and determination, but we are

apt to believe that anybody is équal to
it, even a green girl who has never con-

tended with dust, and does not know,its

ambushes, its force and strategy. he
sincere duster, however, like the poet,

is born: she loves her vocation; she

would be miserable in a world where
there is no dust tn dispute with, if such
a place exists; even gold-dust would

seem a little discreditable to have about
her. She *‘scorns delight and lives Ia-
borous days' in its service, and is jeal-
ous of the servants' interference with

her prerogatives. In the wmeantime
there are other )eniala who are obliged

to dust their dwellings, as there are
those who feel obliged to write poetry,

without any special talent for the work,

because others do, because it is expected

of them, but who do not pursue it as

a mission which no one could so thor-

oughly accomplish as themselves, which

if unfultilled, would throw society into
chaos—people who are not specialists
in the craft, but only general practi-
tioners. — Harper's Bazar.

—p &

— At Lake Butler, in Louisiana, the
other day lightning struck a tree on
which was perched a vellow hammer.
The flash stripped the bird of every
feather from its wings and ba_k and
sinﬁed its wings so that it could not fly,
while its skin was not broken in a single
place nor the bird killed. —N. 0. Tim-s.

- o P

—Prince Bismarck means to establish
German colonies for emigrants to go
to. He not like to have so many

come to to ba “absorbed” by

5% ——

Y
>
=
L]
:
!
r;. d - -




