!

v

P
-~ . o gl

d R
B

One FOar, il MIVALCE...ccviiieis cor s cnvssasssasasses
. 'rhno?nuu. e P R R 50

-

THE COLUMBIAN.

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY
AT
8T. HELENS, COLUMBIA CO,, OR,,
BY

E. G. ADAMS, Editor and Propristor.

Svnscrirrion Rares:

THE TRAVLLER AT SUNSET.
The shadows grow aud deepen round me
I feel the dew-fall iu the air;
The murzzin of the darseniug thicket
1 besar the night-th:uah call Lo preyer.

The evening wind Is sad with farewells,
Arpd loving hands nuclasp from minge,;
Alone [ go to meet the darkcess
Across an awiul boundary-lice.

As from the lighted hearths bghind we
[ pass with siow, reluetant feet, X
What waits me in the land of stracgeness !
What face shall smile, what volee shall greed

What space shall awe, what bilghiness Lind
me?

What thunder roli of muslc stup®
What vast processions eWeep before we
Ot shapes unko.wo tcoeath the sun”

1 sbrink from nneecustomed glory,
1 dread the wyrisd-volced -traln,
Glve me the glten fRoes,
And ety 08 COrs ppeak sxain.

He will notchide my mortal yearuing
Who is anr Brother and our Friend,
In whose 1ull life divine snd Buman

The heaven!y aud the earthiy blevd.

Mine be the joy of soul-commu:inn,

The sense ol spiritual stror gtn renewed,
The reverence for the pure saud Loly,

The dear delight of doing goud.

No ftting ear is mine to listen
An endless anthem's rise and fall;
s No curious €ye (s iaoe 1 measure
TLe pes:l gute and the jasper wall,

For love must needs be more than kaowledge;
What m=«tier if | never know

Why Aluebaran's star is ruddy
Or colder Sirlus white as suow !

Forgive my human words, O Father'
I go Thy larger truth to prove,

Thy mercy thall transcend my longing
1 seek oul love, and Thouart Love!

I go to find my lost aud mourned for,
Bafe in "1 hy shelturiog goodness still,
And &1l 1thut faith and hope foreshadow
Made perfect o Thy holy will!
—J. G Whittier in the Independeut.

THE SOUTHERN “GATOR.™

Six thousand baby alligators are sold
in Florida every year, and the amonnt of
ivory, number of skins, and quantity of
oil obtained from the older members of
the Ssurian family are suflicient to en-
title them to a high place among the pro-
ducts of the state.

The hnnters sell young ‘‘zators” at
twenty-five dollars per hundred, and the
dealer from seventy-five cents to onedc!-
lar each. Live alligators two years old
represent to the captor fifty cents each;
and to the dealer from two to five dol-
lars, as the ggason of travel is at ils
Leight or far advanced. A ten-foot alli-
gator is worth ten dollars, and one lour-
teen feet long twenty-five dollars to the
hunter, while the dealer charges twice
or three times that price. The eggs are
worth to the hunter fifty cents per dozen,
and to the dealer twenty-five cents
each.

The dead alligator is quit e as valuable
as the live ope, for a specimen nive feet
long and reasonably f:t will net both
branches of the trade as follows:

THE HUNTER. THE DEALER.

it Sssbbonttsmrits $EMOH . 7DD
Bkin.... e v 3 DBISEID i 00
Head... - I Head oo 25 00

$16 w0} §26 50

The value of the head is ascertained
by the number and size of the teeth.
Dealers mount especially fine specimens
of the skull,but the greater nnmber have
no other valne than that of the ivory
they confain.

The wages of the hunter depend, of
course, upon his good fortune in finding
the game. One of the most expert of
these gives as instances of suecessful
hunts the items of three day's work
whigh yielded thirtv-pine dollars and
seventy-five ceuts; of six days with a
vield to twenty dollars and ten cents,and
of eight days’ hunting which mnetted
forty dollars and twenty five cents.

Withont speaking of those enemies of
tke ‘‘gator” who hunt Lim for sport,
there are abont two hundred men in the
state of Florida who make a business
and try to make a living by capturing or
killing him. Very many have eaten alli-
gator-steaks from simple curiosity to
learn its flavor; but many more eat it be
cause it is the eneapest and, oftentimes,
the only meat they can afford., The
flavor when it is fried or boiled is that
of beefsteak plentifully supplied with
fish gravy, whle the forelegs roasted
taste like a mixture of chicken and fish,
and have a delicate fibre.

Very me‘hodical in his habits is the
alligator, and very suspicious of any-
thing new around his home. When he
starts outin search of food it is invari-
bly an hour after the tide has begun to
ebb, and he returns about four hours
after low water. 1f Lie has a land jour-
ney to perform lie goes and cowes by the
same route, never deviating from it un-
til he sees evidence that strangers have
trespassed upon his domain. He lives
on the banks of some stream, for he has
decided objections to stagnant wster,
and to make his home bhe digs a hole at
ieast twelve inches below the lowest
level of the water. This hole is perfeetly
straight, althongh on an incline, and
from twenty® to thirty feetin length,
terminating in a chamber snfficiently
large to admit of his turningin it. There
he or she dwells alone, save when the
female is caring for a very young brood,
in which case the room is converted into
a nursery. Fuoll-grown alligators not
only do not ocenpy the same hole, but
they will not live near each other.

The alligator usunally lays her eggs
about the first of July, and during the
month of June she is busily engaged in

reparing a cradle for her young.
Selecting a place on the bank of some
stream or vreek, she begins work by
beating hard and level with her tail an
earth platform about stx feet square.
She scrapes together with her fore—feet,
oftentimes from a distance of fifty yards
from the proposed nest, dried grass,
sticks and mnd until fifteen or twenty
cubic feet of the material is in a place
convenient for her purpose. On the day
following the completion of these prepa-
rations she lays from thirty tu fifty eggs
on the prepared ground, and piles over
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AvvenTisiNe RaTes:

Each subsequant

snarling for their motheir to continne
lier work by releasing them from their
prison-nest, On the second or third day
after the first noise has been heard, the
femsale bites a hole in fhe side of the
mound, out of which the young ones,
barely more than eleven inches long,
come tumbling in most vigorous man-
ner, crawling directly toward the water.
Until the young are three years old the
mother cxercises a parental care over
them, always remaining within sound of
their voiees, not so much to protect
them from their natural enemy, man, as
from their unnatural enemy their father,

own children in the way of food.

When the hunter finds a mest, he car-
ries the eggs home to hatch them, where
he can easily cateh the entire brood if |
the eggs are fresh, or ifi the young in
them are not more than five inches long;
at any other stage they will not hatoh if
removed, and are of no valueexcept for
the shell. The captured eggs are then
packed in straw as nearly as possible in
the natural way,and the young may thus
be hatehed out very successfully. One
farmer reared sixteen hundred and an-
other a thousand last season. The young
will eat immediately on coming out of
the shell, but they thrive best if given
no food for at least fifteen days.

The cry of a full grown ’‘gator is not
unlike the bellowing of a bull, except
that it is of more volume, since the voice
of a male can be heard, on a calm day, a
distance of five miles; and they may be
said to be *‘surn-worshipers,’” since they
seldom “‘resolve themsevles into song,”
save at the rising of the suon; in fact the
only exception to this morping melody
is when a storm is approaching. The
average Florida *“‘cracker” needs no
other barometor than the alligator in the
peighboring creek or swamp.

One ceases to be astonished at the vol-
ums3s of sound which comes from these
monsters when be sees a full grown one
put forth all his strength to produce the
effect. He stretches his body to its full
length, inhaling sufficient air to puff him
up nearly twice his natural size; then,
holding his breath, as it were for an in-
stant, he raises both head and tail until
he forms the segment of a circle. When
all is thus complete, the roar eomes with
suflicient force to startle one, even
though he be prepared for it.

Since, in order to guard his head, the
alligator is obliged to turn his body
somewhat, and since, when his jaws are
once closed be is unable to open them
if only & moderate amount of strength on
the part of man is used, the hunter se-
lects this point for attack when it is pos-
sible for him to steel npon his game un-
AWAares,

If the intending ecaptor geis a firm
hold upon the jaws of his game in this
way, the monster becomes reasonably
easy prey; one rope Bsoon secures his
jaws, another is tied around his neck
and fastened to a tree, while a third se-
cures his tail in the same way, thus
stretching the eaptive in a straight line;
Lis fore-paws are tied over his back, a
stout pole is lashed from the end of his
snout to the tip of his tail, and the alli-
gator 1s helpless.

It is seldom, however, that the hunter
gets his game at a disadvantage, and to
seeure him alive he must set about the
work much as boys do when they snare
rablits. A tall, stout sapling near the
water’'s edge is the first reguisite, and
directly in front of that, in the water, a
narrow lane or pen is made with stakes,
the two onter ones being noticed, as is
the spindle of a box-trap. At theend of
this pen, and nearer the shore, a stake is
driven into the mud, and #n the top of it
is fastened a piece of tainted beef. A
stout rope, at one end of which is a large
noose, is fastened to the top of the sap-
ling, and to the upper part of the noose
is attached a cross bar, or trigger, which,
when the tree 1s bent, catches in the
notches on the outer stakes just below
the surface of the water, the noose hang-
ing around the entire opening. To get
at the meat the alligator attempts to
swim under the bar, but his back dis-
places the trigger, and he is a captive,
with the rope fastened just back of his
forelegs.

It is necessary to bhind the captive
while he is in the water, and then to
carry him to the shore in a boat; for,
amphibions as he is, he can be drowned
if dragged even a short distance through
the water. When onee properly secured
and on land, the alligator can do nothing
in the hope of effecting a release, save to
roll over, and this he does by a mighty
effort with Lis shoulders, frequently
working himself over a quarter of a mile
in distance in a single night.

Those who are most familiar with the
babits of the nlligator, as seen in the
southern states, believe his partiality for
decayed food does not arise from any
particular flavor it may possess, but sim-
ply becanse in a putrid state any large
amount of flesh is more easily torn apart
and masticated than when fresh. Al-
though the possessor of so much ivory
in the shape of teeth, and abls to use his
jaws with 8o much power, it is an ex-
tremely difficult matter for an alligator
to dismember a pig, even after the flesh
is decayed.

While the meal is yet firm and the
musecles intact, it is an impossibility for
him to do other than swallow it nearly
whole, as he sometimes does when inter-
rupted shortly after he has killed his
prey. That alligators do like fresh food
when it is possible for them to eat it is
shown by the fact that fresh fish and
sma!l turtles are their favorite diet. In
the stomach of a twelve-foot alligator
there have been found six catfish, none |
of them mutilated, weighing altogether
thirty-four pounds.

If one believes implictifly the positive
assertion of the alligator hunters, he
must perforce say no man knows the
span of life allotted these saurians. The
native Floridian, as well as the hunter,

them dried grassand mud deftly worked
in with sticks nntil a mound sai1x feet in
diamater and three feet high has been
raised. The surface of thus is quickly |
hardened by the sun, and, in order that |
it;may be as nearly air-tight as possible, |
the female visits it each day, covering '
with mud every crevice that may have
sppeared, as well as remodeling such |
B::tions as do not satisfy her sense of-l

|

utv.
The ordinary time of incubation is
about three moaths, and then the newly-
batohed brood may be heard yelpingand'

will insist that the largest of the 'gators
are morethan a hundred yezrs old, point-

l growth as to make it almost certain that

he munst have been in existence seventy-
five years.—QOur Continent,

|
| (General Grant’s Mother.

Mrs. (Girant was born November 23d,
| 1798, on the tarm of her father, John
| Simpson, in Montgomery county, Penn.
She was of Scotch origin. Her father
moved West when she was young, and
settled at Point Pleasant, O., where she
was married in June, 1821, to Jesse R.
{ Grant. (leneral Grant was their Hrst

" i ebild, and was born June 27, 1822, Mrs,
who has an especial fondness for his ' Grant bad other children, of whom Mrs.

Corbin, the widow of Able R. Corbin,
Mrs. Cramer, wife- of the miniater to
Switzerland, and the general, are the
survivors. Orville Grant died two years
ago. Mrs, Grant was a woman of much
firmness ahd strength of character. She
was a member of the Methodist church
from her girlhood. She lived for some
time at Galena, and was for many years
in Covington. The fame achieved by
her oldest son seemed to have little
effect on her. She was very little inter—
ested in matters of display, and wae
never boastful. To her he was simply
her boy Hiram, as she called him, what-
ever he might be to the world outside.
She was at the White House at his first
inanguration. After the death of her
husband, who died at Covington in 1874,
and who left her a comfortable mainten-
ance, and she took up her residence with
her son-in-law, Abel R. Corbin, in
Elizabeth, N. J., and remained with him
until his death in 1879. She then moved
with her widowed daughter to her last
residence in Pavonia aveoue. At that
point the avenue is a broad, conuntry-like
road, lined with trees. Mrs. Grant's
house is in the rear of the Hudson
county court house. It is on the north
side of the way, three doors from the
corner, The house is a two—story frame
building, dormer windows, and is about
twenty-five feet wide. It has ajpiazza one-
story high in the front, and is painted
drab. Tt is furnished very nicely, but
with old-fashioned furniture. Mrs. Cra-
mer and her family have been with her.
Mrs. Grant was of mediam height and
build, stooped slightly, but walked
without a cane. She was very active for
a woman of her years. Her face was
round and had a benevolent expression,
which was heightened by her snow-white
hair and a pair of spectacles which she
wore constantly. She dressed in dark
clothes, took frequent walks, and was a
familiar object to the neighbors. She
was the first one up in the house, and
was buasy all day at something. She
always read the newspapers and kept her-
self informed of the news. Her manners
were gentle. She ottended the Method-
ist chureh regularly umntil her death.
She was buviad beside Ler hasband.

Buttons.

““Button, button, who has the button?”
asked a glove that had been dropped on
the tollet table.

“‘I've got it,” answered Jimmy's jacket,
“I've several buttons, in fact.”

**No," put in the closel—door, *‘I have
it myself; the carpenter gave it to me.”

‘I had & dozen or so,” said a boot,
looking rather down at the heel.

‘““And I have a hundred or more,”
vawned the easy-chair, ‘‘but they don't
button anything; they don't belong to
the working class.”

““Here's a bachelor's button,” re-
marked a vase of flowers on the bureau.

*‘There's a button-wood treein the gar-

den,” said the button-hooker. *I sup-
pose yvou all grew there.”
‘I know better than that,” pouted the

closet door. **Mine grew in the veins of
the earth, where all the precious metals
are found. It's a pour relation of
theirs.”

““And we,” added a pair of ivory sleeve-
buttons, ‘“‘we grew in the land of the
white elephant. We were carved from
the tusks of the leader, who threadad the
jungles and swam the rivers at the head
of his troops.”

““My bauttons,” said the glove, ‘“‘were
nearly related to the gem which Cleo-
patra dissolved for Antony. They were
mother-of pearl, grown in the shell of
the pearl-oyster, for which divers risk
their hives.”

‘““That's something of a fish story,”
thought Jimmy's jacket. ‘‘My buttons
are only glass; but glass is sometimes
made of gand, and who knows but their
atoms may have been swept down Lo the
sea shore from ‘farthest India?'

““And I,” whispered the bachelor’s
button, I sprang from a tiny seed, with
all my splendor of blue and purple
wings, like the Afrite from the jar which
the fisherman found on the keach. It is
a miracle how I was packed away there2?”
—St. Nicholas for April.

The Wicked Editor.

A Little Rock newspaper man while
out in the country stopped at a rude
farm house for dinner. Thinking that
his profession would receive marked
attention, he remarked to the farmer:

“Needn't put yourself to extra trouble
for me; I'm an editor.”

“A what?" asked the farmer, regarding
the vistor with newly awakened interest.

‘““A nowspaper man."”

““Wall, I reckon you can get suthin’ to
eat anyhow. Some folks mout not gin
you anything on that account, but I was
never particular. But hold on. Edi-
tor, did I understand you you to say?”

““Yes, sir, ] am an editor, and how-
ever unfavorably it may strike yon,
I must say that I am proud of my call-
ing”

“I'll bet $100 that you are one of the
fellows that helped to take hell outen
the Bible. Reckon you'd better travel.
Never mind the corn bread and butter
milk, Jule.”—Arkansaw Traveler,

The Harvard collegeelective pamphlet
for the coming year gives students tne
choice of 138 courses, making 335 exer-
cises a week, against 121 courses, with

ing to the fact of his slow growth in
proof of the assertion. A newly-hatched
alligator is eleven inches long; at the age
of six years he is very slim ana but three
feet in length; at ten years of age he has |
gained considerably in breadth and but
twelve inches in length, while during
the next two years he has grown hardly
more than one inch longer. An alligator
fifteen feet in length, caught near the
mouth of the St. John’s river, was so
covered with barnacles and other marine

335 exercises, for the current year. All
classmen but Freshmen must now elect
at least four courses of stndy to pursue
next year, making for each man twelve
recitations or lectures per week. -

The virnlent “'buffalo gnat" followed
the Mississippi flood this year as it did
last year, and stock s being stung to
death in many places. §Inone neighbor-
hood in Mississippi 47 mules were killed
in two days.

f The Cow Tree.

Sir Joseph Hooker, of London, pub-
lished a description of a tree which has
been discovered, called the “‘cow tree,”
which gives milk when an incision is
made in the bark; several have been
brought to England, and they are being
watched with great cariosity. Noth-
ing could have been . discovered that
would more effectaally fill the bill, and
fill the want long: felt than the cow
tree, and we shall herald its introdue-
tion into this country with great joy.
The parties who agp intercsted in the
propagstion gf the cdw tree can send us
Ftwo or t.brb exniess, We do . not

want fall sized cow t.%es, buf just sap-
plings, or calves. With a few such trees
in the front yard, the citizen can make
up faces at the driver of milk wagons
and bid bim defiance. Instead of go-
ing forth in the morning ermed with a
milk ticket and a tin basin, a man can
take his little hatchet and a pail and cut
a holein a cow tree, sit down and
udder its umbrageous shade and let
nature take its course. The farmer
will have no more kicking cows to con-
tend with, but can let his cow tree milk
itself, while he sits down at the root of
his milk producer and smokes his pipe
or plays seven-up with the hired man.
*“There will be no more hoisting there,”
no tail to swing in his face, and no
more will the cow tree get nervous at
having its bag agitated by the rough
hand of the farmer and kick the milk
stool through the granger., There will
be no more fodder to throw down, no
more bran mashes tomix, and no calves
to wean, as it is probable the cow tree
will be farrow for ever, and not go

bellowing around trying to hook the
butcher who tries to take the calf away.
The cow tree will take work off the tired
farmer, he can go down town to attend

the lodge without hurrying up the milk-
ing, a3 the girls can mind the diary.
It will be a mighty poor girl who cannot
milk a cow tree. The improvements
over the cow will be numerous. By
building an ice house near the cow tree,
one can have ice cream, and by the aid
of a handy jug, milk punch can be made
to the Queen's fasts. Instead of driving
the cows up from the pasture at pight,
and slopping them, and sitting cramped
up milking with one hand and fighting
mosquitoes with the other, the farmer’s
daughter can have a donble seat under
the cow tree, and take a pail and a lover
and go out to wilk, and wile the tree is
giving down its blessings, the young
people can put in the time sparking. No
family should be without ihe cow tree
and we trust the day is not far distant
when the old fashioned cow will only be
for beef, the ealf is now more trouble
trouble than it is worth, will not be tol-
erated at all, aud the cow tree will grow
in profusion always ready to fill the pat-
ent pail full of rich milk, and not hook
the daylights out of the milker. Jn the
days that are coming there will be no
cows to tie up of nights, no danger ¢f a
raid on the garden by the horned four-
footed tramp that unhinges gates, and
no cow-bells to keep the whole neighbor

hood awake nights. We take it for
granted that the cow tree will not wear
& cow bell, and that it will not bellow
mournfully and paw the earth when the
people are trying to sleep. We hail the
cow tree as a brother, or sister, as the
case may be, and bid it welcome. Good
bye, old brindie. You have been a faith
ful servant, and given milk when yon
had to, but yon have gone off and got
lost when most we needed milk, and
when you came back you were not worth
acontinental. You never knew euough
to come home withont having a bare-
footed boy sent after vou, and you would
eat leeks when you knew we were going
to have company and your milk was
bad. Step aside, brindle, and give the
cow free a chance.—Peck’s Sun.

Lady Wilde on American Woman. .

Lady Wilde, one of the most gifted
econtributors to the English periodicals,
has the following interesting and novel
study of American women in the current
number of the London **Queen,” “‘In
America youth reigns supreme and un-
fettered, and there is little reverence
paid to parental anthority. Younng girls
receive and go out alone or without any
reference to the unwritten law of tradi-
tion, which is of such overwhelming
force in Europe that to break it would
incur the ban of society. Women in
Ameriea, whether married or single,rule
society, and do not suffer society to rule
them. They carry all before them with
imperial sway and are the beauntiful des-
pots of the land. Fathers, brothers and
husbands areat work all day in the flerce
strife and excitement of the ceuseless
apeculation which is the national form of
gambling. They never interfere with
the interior arrangement of the house;all
the arrangements and expeanditure and
machinery of social life are left to the
judgment, taste and diseretion of the
wife. The province of the husband is to
shower down the geld which the better-
half spends right royally. Thus woman
hus become the great ruling power in
America and the representative women
of the world, not erushed down as in
in Europe by the old traditions of men-
tal and legal inferiority,but asserting her
sovereign right to eqqality, and to exact
and receive homage of men. Qaeens of
beauty, lavish and extravagant in all
things, gorgeous in toilette, insatiable of
pleasure, surrounded by the costly luxu-
ries of often illimitable wealth, the wo-
men cf fashion bask in the changeless
radiance of show snd glitter, for money
is easily won, and if also easily lost, they
care little; they enjoy it while they can;
eat, dress,duzzle and delight, but love is
pot by any means a leading interest to the
life of an American woman, and seldom
is scandal heard of in their social circle;
for the very freedom of social inter-
course trains women to habits of self-re-
lisnce, and encoursges so much sclf-
esteem that they are quite insensible to
flattery. They know all their perfections
thoroughly, and they accept all praise as
a proper acknowledgement of their
merits.

*““The Old World nations have been
for six thousand years painfully toiling
from Ararat to the Atlantic to advance
the starndard of humanity, and still the
trinmphs of inteliect over ignorance,
misery and desolation are incomplete.
But ina hundred years the Americans

have spread over half the world, furrow-

e ut-»*-wﬂ't?%'mj“:‘ e

ed it with iron roads,spanned the mighty
rivers, driven paths through the shoun-
tains, covered the desolate plains
with flourishing cities, and sent the full
tide of civilization from ocean to ocean
with a force and power that leayes the
Old World kingdoms far behind in the
race of progress.

““The 50,000,000 of America are made

up of a wonderful medley of heteroge—
neous elements,but they have all the one
watchword ‘Advancel’ They are re-
cruited from the young blood of all na-
tions, for only youth and en emi-
grate, and they have the spirit, the cour-
fage and the daring of their origion,
* “It is remarkable how soon all races
become revolutionized; no foreign lan-
guage takes root among them. In a gen-
eration foreigners forget their native
tongue, and English—the wonderful
English language that seems made for
tlile universe—remains trinmphant and
alone,

~ EDUCATIONAL NOTES.
The Earl of Zatland has given $25,000
to the Edinburgh association for the uni-
versity Education of Women.

There are four universities in Switzer-
land—at Balse, Berne, Geneva and Zu-
rich—at which there are 543 medical
students, of wihom fifty-one are women,

All religious instruction or even allu-
sion to religion in the schools of France
is 80 strictly forbidden by the new laws
on the subject, that the name Deity is
carefully expunged from the pew text-
books.

The Atlanta Post Appeal is opposed to
the public school system, because by its
operation the whites in the South will be
taxed to educate the blacks. It believes
that each race should pay for its own ed-
ucation.

It is estimated that 4000 pupils in the
St. Lonis public schools will thrown
oant by the supreme court decision that
the school board cannot legally admit
persons outside the school age of six to
twenty-one years.

The Journal de Pharmacie says that a
mucilage composed as follows will unite
wood, porcelain or glass: 8){ ounces of
gum sarabic in sirong solution of alumnia
dissolved in two-thirds of an ounce of
water.

Professor J. W. Mailet, of the uni-
versity of Virginia,has decided to accept
the presidency of the university of
Texas, to which he was elected some
time age. The endowment of the new
university is 2,000,000 acres of land and
an additional cash income of 835,000 a
vear,

The lip-reading method by which deaf
mutes are taught is progressing very
rapidly. At an exhibition given recently
in New Yor: a number of boys and
girls answered lessons in geography,
natural philosopby, history and arith-
metic by articulation, the - movements of
the professor’s lips being watched for as-
certaining the questions., Some of the
pupils talked with members of the audi-
ence in the same way,

The Baltimore American says that the
authorities of the Johns Hopkins uni-
versity have,after an experience of seven
years, formulated a table of seven dis-
tinct and definite courses, from among
which matriculates will hereafter choose
one. Eich course is designed with ref-
erence to the student’s sabsequent
career, and the courses have been ar-
ranged after a eareful comparative study
by the faculty of the combinations
usually chosen, and which seem to afford
the best training for the respective pro-
fessions,

Ornitological Intelligence.

But perhaps the most remarkable bird
performance was shown near Pall Mall,
London, in 1789, A nunmber of httle
birds, writes Strutt, to the amount of 12
or 14, being taken from different cages,
were placesl on the table in the presence
of the spectators; small cones of paper
bearing some resemblance to grenadiers’
caps were put on their heads, diminu-
tive imitations of muskets made of wood
secured under their left wings. Thus
equipped, they marched to and fro sev-
eral times, when & single bird wus then
brought forward, supposed to be a de-
gserter, and set between six of the mns-
keteers, three in a row, who conducted
him from the top to the bottom of the
table, on the middle of which a small
brass eannon charged with a little gun-
powder had been previously placed, and
the bird was plaeed in the front part of
the cannot; his guards then divided,
three on one side and three on the other,
and he was left standing by himself.
Another bird was produced, and = light-
ed match being put into his claws, he
hopped boldly on the other end to the
tail of the ecannon, and  applying the
match to the priming, discharged the
piece without the least appearance of
fear or agitation. The moment the ex-
plosion took place the deserter fell down
and lay, apparently motionless, like a
dead bird; but at the command of his
tutor he rose again, and, the cages being
brought, the feathered soldiers were
stripped of their ornaments and returned
into them in perfect order. This per-
formance is now attempted, but never
carried ont to such perfection, the bird
merely hopping upon s perch its weight
alone firing the cannon. _
Accompanying the shows of trained
animal were persons quite remarkabie
for their power of imitating their cries.
An old advertisement of the time of
Queen Anne,details the powers of a man
named Clenc It states that he “‘imi-
tated the horses;. the huntsmen and a
pack of hounds, a/sham doctor, an old
woman, a drunkén man, the bells, the
flate, the double cartell and the organg
with three voices, by his own natural
voice, to the greatest perfection.” He
then professes himseif ‘‘to be the only
man tﬁst conld ever attain to so great
an art.”—N. Y. Post.

Wasted Pollteness.

A man came into the office the other
day with s black eye,a strip of court
plaster across his cheek, one arm in a
sling, and, as he leaned on a crutch and
wiped the iration away from aronnd
a lump on ﬁmmhm with a red cotton
handkerchief, he asked if the editor was
in. Being answered in the affirmative,
he said:

“Well, I want to stop my paper,” and

[he sat down on the edge of a chair as
though it might hurt him.** Soratoch my
name off. You are responsible for my
condition.”

“‘Can it be possible?” we inquired.

“Yes,” said he. “I'm a farmer, and
keep cows. I recently read an article in
you paper about a dairyman's conven-
tion, where one of the mottoes over the
door was, ‘Treat your cow as you would {
8 lady;" and the article said it was con-
tended by our best dairymen that a cow
treated in a polite, gentlemanly manner,
88 though she was a companion, would
give twice as much milk. The plan
seemed feasible to me. I had been &

maybe that was one reason my cows al-
ways dried up when butter was fort
cents a pound, and gave plenty of mil
when buatter was oonly fifteen cents a
pound. I decided to adopt your plan,
and treat a cow as you would a lady, 1
had a cow that never had been very much
mashed on me, sad 1 decided to com-
mence on her, and the next morning
after I had read your awful paper I put
on my Sunday suit,and a white plug hat
I bought the year Greeley ran for presi-
dent, and went to the barn to milk., I
noticed the old cow seemed to be bash-
ful and frightened, but taking off my
hat and bowing politely,I said, ‘Madam,
excuse the seeming impropriety of the
request, but will you do me the favor to
hoist?' At the same time I tapped her
gently on the flank with my plag hat;
putting the tin pail under her, I sat
down on the milking stool.

“Did she hoist?” said we, rather anx-

ious to know how the advice of President
Smith, of SBheboygan, the great dairy-
man, worked.
*‘Did she hoist!” Well, look at me,
and see if you think she hoisted. The
cow raised and kicked me with all foar
feet, switched me with her tail, and
hooked me with both borns at once; and
when I got up out of the bedding in the
stall and dug my hat out of the manger,
and the milking stool from vnder me,
and began to maul that cow, I forgot all
about the treatment of horned cattle.
Why, she fairly galloped over me, and
I never want to read your paper again.”
We tried to explain to him that the ad-
vice did not apply to the brindle cows at
all, but he hobbled out the maddest man
that ever asked a cow to hoist.—Ex-
change.

ALL SORTS.

The meéan man is sure to gloss his
faults.

Nothing but a good life can fit men for
s better one.

Those whose courses are different can-
not lay plans for another.

True friendship between man and man
is infinite and immortal.—Plato.
QOccasions do not make a man frail,
but they do show what he is.—A.
Kempis.

A cheerful face is nearly as good for
?_n invalid as healthy weather.—Frank-
in.

He that wrestles with us strenthens

our mnerves and sharpens ouar skill.—
Barke.

It is said to be a sure indication of
rurality to see people put sugar and salt
on lettuce.

The best edneation in the world is thiat
got by struggling to get a living.—Wéh~
dell Phillips. ‘ ~
There are two roads that conduet to
perfect virtue—to be true and to do no
evil to any creature.—Buddah.

Order is sanity of the mind, the
health of the body, the peace of the eity
and the security of the State.—Southey.

We sometimes meet with an original
gentleman, who, if manners had not ex-
isted, would have invented them.—Em-
erson.

Confidence is that feeling by which
the mind embarks in great and honora-
ble courses with a sure hope and trust
in itself.—Bulwer-Lytton.
In life it is difficult to say who do you
the most mischief-—enemies with the
worst intentions or friends with the best,
--Cicero.
Consolation is the dropping of a gen-
tle dew of Heaven on desert hearths be-
neath; it is one of the choicest gifts of
Divine mercy.—Spurgeon.
What win I, if I gain the thine I scek?

A dream, & breath, & path of gilded joy:

Who buys & minutes worth to wall a week,

Or selis eternity Lo get a toy *
¥ —8hakespeare.

We reap what we sow—oh! wonderful truth !
A truth hard to learn in the days of our youth;
But at lq't it shines out, as * the hand on the

wall.
For the world has its debit and credit forall,
—H. Clay Presus,

The Elmira Gazette tells of 8 woman
who applied for & place as a driver."*Can
you manage mules?” asked an employer.
“T should smile,” she said. ‘‘I've had
two husbands.”

A Boston artist painted a string of ten
trout so naturally that the man who
bought it told everybody that he had
purchased a picture of 575 trout all on
one string.

He llad No Home.

The idea that John Howard Payne was
a victim of oature’s retributive justice
will probably be a new one to a majority
of readers. Yet iv appears to be sin-
cerely entertained by the Rev. E. H,
Shepherd, of Septon Mallet, England,
the clergyman at whose suggestion and
through whose efforts, while he was act-
ing as British chaplain at Tanis, the
stained glass winduw in memory of
Payne was placed in the English church
re.

In s sermon gmch&l by him recently
in his parish church at Shepton Mallet,
he referred as follows to the dead poet:
“Poor man, it was from the aching void
of his heart that he sang, ‘There's no
plsce like home.” Though he lived in a
‘palace’ he was homeless. Though he
‘roamed amid pleasures’ he was an un-
happy man. Those who knew him well

poetic instincts it was a pain to converse
with him, he was so misanthropic. And
why? In his youth he disregarded the
voice of God and nature. ‘It is notgood
for man to be alone;’ and in his old age
he found that, left alone, the garden of
Eden is but a barren wilderness to dwell
in. Having failed to make s home for
sanother, by just retributive nature he

hard man with ny steck, sl .ﬁhquclli?m,, -
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Too Much !ﬂlll]'.

Between half-past eight and wnine
every morning our streets are

with children on their way to school.
some of the city these
children belong to the publie schools,
but in many glmtnotl tgonaj ity are
on their way to the many private schools
for which lgouon.is famons. Theyowme

some by horse cars, others by
from x{ei hbo OWD: &hl'

morning’'s work,
Books often two or three ap
times a strap full; not a ck
least one volume.

From these books the children have
been learning their ‘‘home lessons.'
These lessons are recited in school, bhut
have to be prepared at home, where also
my extra work hLas to be done for which
—for one reason or another—there is no
time in school. If onewonld know what
this work amounts to, let him inguire of
some of these be-booked children what
they had for their last night's lessons,

and how long they had to work., The
answer will probably be, **Oh, only »
little- French exercise—that took an

bour; with the writing out of some notes
—about half an hour more,” Or, "Last
night I had algebra, but I d.id._n'l get
through, though I worked over an hour,

because [ had some Latin grammar to
make up, snd that took me nearly an

hour.” This, perhaps, from girls of

fourteen or fifteen. ‘‘And does it ever
tire you to study so long out of school?"

““Yes, sometimes; but we have to get the

lessons, yeu know,"

It is to be hoped that the stories that

one sumetimes hears of overworked boys

and girls are exaggerated, and that thare

are not many teachers, ‘‘succeasful” or

not, who gut. excossive pressure on their

pupils.

cramming, both in our private and pub-
lie schools is far too common. So m

is required of the scholors, there is 8o
much emulation hlmongl the scholars,
there is so much riva

schools, that it is diﬁunlgvm the
most discreet teachers to resist the de-
mand for a system of high pressure. And

3

{ not all teachers are discreet. Too many

of them think little of the physical, or
indeed of the mental wouat. of thelr
pupils, They regard them as little
ceptacles, into which & great deal bas
be forced in a certain limited time;
they devote themselves to their task with
‘immense energy, skill and Verance,
too often ignoriag the danger to whick
these frail vessels are
process of cramming. = 1
To make children—boys or girls—be-
tween the ages of twelve and sixteen
study more than an hour ont of school,
is, unless in exceptional eases, to impose
upon these growing bodies and

more than they ought to. Children are
tough, and they are ambitious, and so
are uble to do more work than
onght to do. Some may work hard all
the morning and all eveniung, and keep
this up for years before any evil effects
appear. Others nead coustant watching
in school hours, and should never have
work to do out of school. The evil of

Exd

children, on the average, too much to do

at home, but in re«.lluin'ng the same

amonnt of work of all the children in &
class regardless of their health, their
temperameut, and their guickness
capacity for work. o

The forcing system is not only dan-
gerous, butit is short sighted; it teads
to defeat the very object for which it is
employed. Of what avail is there to
carry children along at high pressure for
balf a dozen years if at the end of that
time they have to give u%a_ﬂm‘ly. A
thorough edunecation may valuable,
bat not at the expense of a weakened
brain, a disordered stomach, impaired
eyesight, general loss of vigor and ex-
haustion of vital power, t is better
that children should devote their years
of growth to securing streagth and
toughness of body, even at the

of some mental discipline, than that they
should try to master all wisdom
and all knowledge, and rum the
risk of not being able to use these desrly
bought acquirements,

It is the work out of school, rather
than the work in school, that is objeo-
tionable. Most children under twelve
should have no tasks at home. A little
easy memorizing, tuat may take twenty
or thirty mioutes; a bit of in
investigation or an experiment; some-
thing that shall seem like play rather
than work—this is as mnch us ounght to
be put on any child of this age as extra
work. From twelve to fifteen,

home tasks may well be given tg all

the least vigorous, but the shonld
be such thatonly the aslowest students

forall.
vigor may begin doing harder work out
of school ~work that may require sn
hour and a half and even more.
children of this age should be watohed
with special care; that they are ambi-
tious; that they feel that their school
days are nearly over, and that they are
becoming so mature that they see more
and more clearly the meaning ;
of their studies, and so are
nd too much time over the
emselves and the reading the
suggest.
It is to be remembered, too, that
under pressure,except for a limited
is almost useless—in some cases is wo
than useless, Study prolonged
child begins to grow of it, is
wasted. Some children tire more q
than others; but to most children
work given them athome, even if in
esting, is a task, un intrusion u
ure time; and study pro
such conditions does not amount
much. Again, if study in scnool
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have told me that in spite of his fine | carefully conducted, the four and a half

hours in school ought to give a ohild
about all he can digest s dey; and il he
has any work at home it ought to benot -
only ligkt and entertaining, bu
gn ﬁchmoth ter Iroi:l vlultlha is
uring the morning. ore atte
this matter on the part of teachers we
take away mtch of the |
attaches to the praotice of

was deprived of home himself."”

lessons.—Boston Advertiser,
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