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MR. EDISON'S GENIUS.

Mosr of the achievements of
Mr. Edison’s marvelous genius
have been in the arts < [ peace, but
a suggestion of what he could ac-
complish if he wera to devote his
attention to warlike contrivances
was afforded the other day in the
exhibition of a mobile electric tor-
pedo, which he invented in com-
pany with an engineer named
Sime. This device was given a
trial in the water off the torpedo
station at Millett's Point for the
benefit officers of our own and
foreign governments. The torpedo
in a boat composed of two cylinders
each about two feet in diameter
snd 28 or 30 feet in length, one
perving as a float and the other
containing the charge of 265
ponnds of dynamite, the cable
storage compartment, and the
motive and steering udparltua

« | most place among Arctic explorers,
:land if the scheme which he bas

led several savants to helieve in

current. Dr. Nansen propoees to
sail throngh Behring sea into the
Arctic ocean and then let the cur-
rente carry him where they will

His boat will be so small that the
ice cannot crush it and his party
will be limited toten persone. He
will have provisions for five years,

and if forced to take to the ice he
will drag these supplies on sledges
as he did on his memorable trip
acrogs Greenland. Dr. Nansen
now occupies perhaps the fore-

devised can be carried out he will
be able to do it. He proposes to
start early in 1892,

Perv has had its whole public
debt paid off by ar English syndi-
cate, the railroads of the country,
with certain valuable concessions
going to what our representative
in Pern calls “‘the three billion
debt.’” [t is somewhat dazing to
think of & few private individuals
putting $260,000,000 in one lump
into any enterprice. Another
English “syndicate has just paid
the governmen' of Argentine $15,-
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the two houses of congress on the
land forieiture business is the
same as Dulph’s Northern Pacific
bitl, and is likely t» pass withont
material opposition though some
objectors are looked for in the
house.

A new line of black ‘silk mitts
just receivel at K. C. Searls’.

NEW TO-DAY.

In action this Iatter cylmdel‘ is
totally submerged and only a few
inches is visible of the other. In
a dark night, or in the day time
for that matter, he must be &
sharp lodkoat who could discern
this object approaching from a
hostile vessel’s deck, and he must
be a rire marksman who could hit
it as it comes gliding on at a rate
of twenty knots an hour. On ite
trial trip this fragile, deathdealing
little machine worked perfectly.
Bteered and operated from the
shore, the torpedo shot out to the
length of a 5,500-foot cable, and
turned and twisted here and there
as easily and prowptly s if it were
actually gifted with human intelli-
gence. Then, under the guidance
of the electric keyboard, bandled
by Mr. Sims, it returned to the
shore within fiity feet from the
point from which it started. It
goes without waying that the
tremendous charge of high explo-
vive which this deadly craft would
carry could blow into splinters the
heaviest armor-clad afloat. An-
other and larger hoat is now under
construction for the government
which will have a cable two miles
in length and a charge of 4560
poands of dynamite. Within a
limit of two miles from shore or in
a narrow channel, a hall dozen of
these boats couldbid definance toall
all comers, bat they could prevent
New York or Boston from being
bombarded by the nine-mile guns
of foreign enemy. If Mr. Edison
wants to use iis genius to make
his country absolutely im-
pregnable, let him turn his atten-
tion to getting up the plans for a
new and stupendous electric battle
ship.

A GERMAN pnper gives the rail-
way mileage of the world at 357,-

400 miles, an increase since 1884 of | |

04,000 miles. In Europe there are
133,000 miles, in America, 190,000
miles; in Asis 17,000 miles; in
Australis, 10,500 miles, and in
Alfrica, the Dark Continent, 5,200
miles. Of the increase of 60,000
miles, which has been made in
four short years, no less than 40,-
000 miles was in America, and
30,000 miles of the incresse was in
the United States alone. The
number of locomotiver in actual
aee 18 104,000 and England has 80
engines for everv 100 miles of
road: Germany, 53; France, 47;
Russia, 40; Austria, 32; India, 24;
and the United States only 19,
The railway capital of the world is
estimated at §29,000,000 000 and oi
this $15,000,000,000 is iovested in
Europe.

Axcric explorations and arctic
explorers stiil continue to spring
1noto existence, in spite of the
barrenness of results and the fear-
ful experiences that have been al-
ready recorded. The Chronicle
thinks that Dr. Nausen's coming
Arctic expedition promises to
settle the question whether cur-
reuts in the northern ocesn will
carry & boat from Bebring sea to

Greenldnd  which perhaps would
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