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ALMOST A CENTURY.

That is the Age of the U, S.
Supreme Court.

HISTORY OF THE TRIBUNAL.

.

Only Twe Ex-Arssciate Justices How Liviag
—0ae Resigned Bacanse Hiz State
Bagaded -The Vacazcy.

The Supreme Court of the United

i i ring it 100th nnivera-
Siates 1s nearing i !Monda.y.

gary as the highest judicial power
in the country. )

been more than a century since it
was established by law it was not
fully organized until 1750.  During
its century of existence it his
passed upon all phases of the law,
interpreted the constitution of the
country, and is the only tribunal
before which law-maker and law-
breaker alike must bow in sub-
mission.

From its tindings there is no ap-
peal. lts decisions are final and its
mandates are enforced even if it is
necessary to call upon the military
powgr of the government to enforce
them. It is the sole arbiter of all
legal disputes betiveen the States,
and in fact, is the soyereign of sov-
e-eignties. Questions of law of all
kinds come before it on appeal from
all other Federal courts, and in
criminal cases where questions
which involve rights claimed under
the constitution, laws or treaties of
the United States. In civil cases
where the validity of a0 law is at-
tacked it can be appealed to with-
out regard to the amount in contro-
versy in the case. When the stat-
ute of a State conflicts with an act
of Congress the court is made the
arbiter of the dispute, and by its
action only can the state law be de-
clared . nullity. When Congress
passes u law which is in conflict
with the Constitution the Supreme
court has the power to declare it
void. But the construction of a
law, either State or National, can-
not be decided except it comes be-
fore the Court in « case, and it
mus=t have regularly passed through
the lower courts. Thus it is that
this court, whose decisions have
come to be looked upon with awe
by the majorily of men, and with
respect by the legal fraternity, has
come to be called the exp wunder of
the Constitution. It 1s in one
gense, but it goes farther and be-
sides settling questions involving
law. has also at times decided those
where life and liberty were in-
volved.

The Supreme court, at its orzan-
ization in 1790, consisted of a Chief
Justice and five A, -ociate Justices.
The number of Associate Justices
was increased to six in 1807, by the
appointment of Thomas Todd.
For thirty years it remained the
same, but in 1837 it was increased
to eight by the appointment of
John Catron and John MeKinley.
During the war, or, to be more pre-
cise, in 1863, President Lincoln
raised the number to nine by ap-
pointing Stephen J. Field, one of
its present me nbers. Two years
Jater its number was decreased to
eight by the death of John Catron,
and the deathoi Joseph M. Wayne,
in 1867, decreased the quota to
seven. In 1870 President Grant
increased the membership to eight
by the appointment of Josoph P.
Bradley, who still retains a seat on
the wool suck.

At the present titne the crowd
consists of sevea Assoviate Judges
and a Chief Justice, the vacancy
among the Associate Judgeships
having heen cansed by the recent
death of Stanley Matthews, The
Associate Judges of the court are
Samael F. Miller, Stephen J. Field,
Joseph . Bradley, John M. Har-
lan, Homee Gray, Samuel Blatch-
ford, 1. . €', Lamar, and Chief
Justice M. W. Fuller.

Of these Miller is the oldest in
time of service and he enjoys the
prond  distinction  with Justice
Field of being the two oldsst jus-
tices on the bench. Both are sev-
enty-three years old, and each has
been a member of the Supreme
court for over a quarter of a cen-
tury. Justice Miller was appointed
in 1262, and Justice Field in tho
vear followingz.
" The tenure of oflice is for life,
during good behavior, and & mem-
ber can only  be removed by im-
peachnient for high crimes and
misdemennors.  Asan instance of
the old mixim that few die and
none resign, it may be =aid that in
addition to the present members of
the Suprema court, there hut two
living ex-Associate juldges. One of
the=e, John A, Camphell, of  Ala-
b, was appointed by President
Picres, in 18535, and at the break-
incout of the war he opposad the
secession  of state, but  went
with it, resigning his position on
the benel.  He is now practicing
law in New Orleans. The other,
Justice Strong, was retired in 1880
on full pay, and is spending his de-
¢lining days in Washington.

Since the organization of the
coart there have been eight Chief
Justices and forty-four Associate
Justices. Of this namber, nine re-
signed, tive were retired, one failed
of confirmation by the senate, and
the others died in ofllce or are now
holding the position.

Justice Campbell is seventy-eight
vears of age, but Judge Strong is
three years older. Of the eight
Chief “justices which the court has
had, two resigned—Johin Jay and
Olliver Ellsworth—and one Reat-
ledge failed of confimmation. Chief
Justice Marshall and Justice Stoy
had the honor of serving on the
bench longer than any oi their
CONITEras, each serving thirty-four

his

yoears. .
® The act of April 10, 1863, permits
them to retire with full pay for life,
a‘ter reaching the age of seventy,
provided they serveten consecutive
vears. The pay is $10,500 for the
Chief dustice, and $10,000 for the
Assoriate Justices. .
PPrior to 1870 the docket of the So-
prosise ot was not very volumin-
was generally an casy

ous, sl
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| with the cases, and usually dispose
i of them within a short time after
! they were submitted. Buta change
has come over the court. Shake-
eare, when he wrote of the law’s
delays, must have had in mind the
litigous people of America in this
ear of our Lord, 1889. For surely
if ever a lifigant deserves sympa-
thy it will be when he appeals a
case to the Supreme court, with
the expectation of having it de-
cided at an early date. At the
present time there are 1,484 cases
on the docket, and new ones are
being added constantly daily, while
there is but one day in the week on
which decisions are rendered,

The court is able (o dispose of
about 425 cases per year on an av-
erage, so, provided there is no de-
lay in the pending cases, the man
who has his case docketed to-mor-
row may reasonably hope to have
it reached between three anda
half and four years.

Only one term is held annually,
beginning on the second Monday
in October, and lasting until about
May. By February the judges are
usually behind in their opinions on
the cases which have been submit-
ted, and that month is taken as a
recess in which to write up opin-
ions.

The mode of proceedings is simi-
lar to that in every court of any in-
portance. When the case is ap-
pealed the record is made up and
sent to the clerk’s offiece.  Usnally
the record is printed, and the arguo-
ments also printed.  The record is
docketed and numbered, and then
put away until it iz placed on  the
calendar to be reached within a
few days. When reached the ar-
guments are made and the case
submitted. The Justices consult
about it, reach a decision, and one
of their number is assigned to write
up the opinion, which is rewd nsu-
ally the following Monday.

THE UNHAPPY SULTAN.
A Shkeleton in the Closet of Tur-
key's Lualer.

i things were done io Turkey is
elsewhere the decenase of the Sul-
tan’s mad  half-brether, Murad V.
would have been netified to the
diplematic body and the Turkish
court would have gone inte mourn-

ing, s4ys 2 correspondent ol the
Glasgow iferald. But 1t s for-

bidden to speak openly of the
Sultan’s female relatives or of the
Sultan’s heir. The man whe will
succeed Abdul Hamid is a wretch-
ed, lean, pale-{aced crestare of 45
yenrs, named Mehammed Rechad.
e is the Sultan’s own bretue |
ani 13 kept u clese prisoner in the
niluce grounds, lest be chould con
spire fur his Msjesty’s downfall.
le bas certsinly we such iutca-
tien, but usage requires that a
Sultan's heir apparent should be
tieated as a suspected criminal,
and Abdul Hamid is much too
nervous acreature to ionov.te in
thi< particular. He hasa horrible
tewr lest his brether, Murad V
who became crazy from having
vren raised to the throme too sud-
ideuly, shauld recever his reason;
bat of this there is ne chance, and
uew that Murad's mether is dead
who will there be L0 preveat the
pwar lunac'c frem being hurried te
fi's end by a ~pioch of semetbing”
in hia coffee? Murad’s mother, the
Su'tana Nadine, saperinter ded his
tou-eheld und never ieft h'an. It
woulldl have been impessible te
melvst him while she wa. alive,
but 1t would only be tos much in
seeping with Turkish raditions if
the uohsppy madman were not
quietly removed in erder that
Abdal Hamud might steep more
aoundly.
AUTHORS' FULL NAMES.

Lit.rary Leaves,

Bayurd Taylor’s firt
James.

Frank Stockton is really Fruncis
Richard Stockton.

Wilkie Collins’ full nsme was
William Wilkie Collins,

Duffield Osborne is in reality
samuel Duaflield Osborne.

Howard Secley's full pamoe is
Edward Howard Secley, jr.

Joaquin Miller is a corruptioun of
(iocinnatus Heiner Miller.

Luaurence Hutton is a centraction
of Jaumes Luurence Hutton.

Henry R. Haggard sounds
strange to thousauds of ears who
know Rider Haggard.

Edmund Will'am Gosse is to.day
known only te the world by his
first and last names.

name WNAas

Some Curious Things.

Something curious  happened in
Kent's meat market reeently, which
seems uaexplainable, The buicher
while cutling a hog in two, had
his knife strike some hard sub-
stance, and, on examination, lound
that the koife had struek a tep
cent piece, which was firmly im-
bedded in the backbene. How the
coin got into such a place is some-
what of a conundrum. — Walla
Walla Union. Pshaw; that’s not
bard. The bog swallowed the
dime when he was a little, wee,
wee pig. Talking of swallewing
things, they tell 1n Yaquina, of a
Wisconsin lady, now there, wuo
yea's ago, when quite a little girl,
swallewed a peedle; that wis as
much as fifteen years ago, aud last
week the same 1dentica! needle
worked out of the 1:glit arm of her
yonngest child, a healthy boy baby
| four menths old. Now that’s lets
’ stranger than the pig snd tbe ten-

cent piece.—Astorian Nov. 23.

£= Dr.John B, Pilkington,

Surgeon, oculist and  medical
specialist, will be at the Revere
liouse, Albany, all day Tuesday,
becember 3, 1580, Eve, ear,
catarrh. rheumatie, neuralgie, rec-
Ital and ehronic sufferers of either
class will be given tree consulta-
tien. Two hundred references
giyen.
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WE DEAL ON THE SQUARE

W. SMITH,

(SUCCESSOR TO W. H. McFARLALD]

lG.

The Largest Line of Stoves and Tinware in the Willamette Valley.
Pumps, pipes and : lumbing.

MORE THAN

SEVEN HUNDRED
y different styles and differ-
ent kinds of Stoves for
Heating ang Cooking arg
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L (lotton and Rubber Hose.

Tin., Granite and Copperware. AlllJob Work Promytly Aftendedjto.

RAD MEYER

THE———
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RFLIABLE STAR BAKERY.

4 Full Stock of Staple Groceries, Fine Glussware nend ¢ rockery Kept

Constantly on Hand.

Fresh Baked Bread Every Day, Pies, Cakes. fe. B

RED CROWN MIlIl.I.s.

We will seli you staple and fancy groceries cheaper than any other
house in the Willamette YValley, and will save vou money on every do'-
ar’s werth you buy.

C E. BROWNELL.

IMPORTANT ~ ANNOUNCEMENT.

——FROM NOW UNTIi, JANUARY FIRST—

Krausse & Klein

Will sell ladies Laird, Schobert & Mitchell French Kid shoesat $4
per pair; all widths from A to EE. Their Caracoa Kids at $3 per pair
We have the finest assortment of

HOLIDAY SLIPPERS,

For Ladies and Gents ever broughit to Albany.  We also make a spe-
cialty of ladies’ warm felt slippers in all styles and colors. Come and
examine oar gtock and you will find our prices the

LOWEST IN THE CITY.

ISOM, LANNING & CO., Vs,

Most Appru\'wl Proce s Flour and Al firades ol Meals.
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Conveniently located for shipment

by river or rail.

ORDERS PROMPTLY  FILLED.

—HIGHEST CASH PRICE PAID FOR WHEAT——
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