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" THE FOOL’S PRAYER

By EDWARD ROWLAND SILL
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The roval feast was done; the king

Sought some new sport to banish care,
And to his jester cried: "'Sir Fool,

Kneel now, and make for us a prayer!”’

The jester doffed his cap and bells,
And stood the mocking court before;

They could not see the hidden smile
Behind the painted grin he wore.
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He bowed his head and bent his knee
Upon the mounarch's silken stool;
His pleading voice arose: 0, Lord,

Be merciful to me, a fool!

""No pity, Lord, could change the heart
From red with wrong to white as wool;
The rod must heal the sin; but, Lord,
Be merciful to me, a fool!

LT

s not by guilt the onward sweep
Of trath and right, O Lord, we stay;
"Tis by our follies that so long
We hold the earth from heaven away.
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"“These clumsy feet, still in the mire,
Go crushing blossoms without end;
These hard, well-meaning hands we thrust
Among the heartstrings of a friend.
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"““The ill-timed truth we might have kept—
Who knows how sharp it pierced and
stung !
The word we had not sense to say—
Who knows how grandly it had rung!
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"“Our faults no tenderness should ask,
The chastening stripes must cleanse
them all;
But for our blunders—0), in shame
Hefore the eyes of heaven we fall.

""Earth bears no balsam for mistakes:
Men crown the knave and scourge the
tool
That did his will; but thou, O Lord,
Be merciful to me, a fool !’
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I  The room was hushed; in silence rose

b e The king, and sought his gardens cool,
4 And walked apart and murmured low,

1 ""Be merciful to me, a fool "
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THOSE NAUGHTY GIRLS.

NVESTIGATION as to why girls go wrong is attaining almost
to the proportious of a fad—and about as many reasons have
been advanced as there are investigations.  But it is a problem
deserving and demanding consideration.

LLow wages, high cost of living and love of finery are the more
prominent tentative reasons advanced.

No doubt these are contributing causes. But girls go wrong who
are not working for wages and whose living is provided, girls whose
clothing is furnished and is sufficient. The Sentinel ventures the pre-
diction that three-fourths of the girls who go wrong receive nothing of
intrinsic value for their first siu. That which to them is more valuable
than life itself is given absolutely aud forever without price. If there
were a price it would be valueless except as indicating a motive for
the deed. For giving her body to licentious man and her soul to Satan
no girl can set a price even vaguely commensurate with the gift.

If no such motives can be proven, we take it for granted that
none will deny that the remedy must be found within the girl herself—
and if the remedy is there, the whole proposition harks back to the
parents. Therefore, every parent owes it to himself and herself, to his
daughter and her daughter, and to society, to give this problem deep
thought.

It is seldom that both parents become mother and father without
becoming familiar with the temptations that beset the girl soon after
she learns of the beautiful and oft perverted mysteries of Nature—and
it is passing strange that o many rest secure in the belief that their
girl cannot fall—aud that so few thiuk of whether the daughters of
othér parents are protected against their boy.

THAT WORD “OBEY.”

T INTERVALS considerable discussion is precipitated over the
the little word "‘obey,’’ which for centuries has been used in
that part of the marriage service repeated by the feminine par-

ticipant in the ceremony—and may, or may not, continue to be re-
peated for centuries to come. It matters little whether it is or not. All
this fuss about the little word is nonsensical to a degree.

Quite frequently some blushing bride attracts a moment’s notoriety
by insisting that the bothersome little word be omitted. Thereafter her
position is as obscure as that of her more retiring and more docile
sister, who would have promised anything that would have united her
to the man at her side. The one refuses to say it, and the other for-
gets that she did. That's the only difference.

For all practical purposes the word might as well be omitted, but
if its use is to cause a contention of any kind, the happy young couple
have not yet reached that state of reckless abandon generally accred-
ited to those hopelessly in love—they have not reached a condition of
mind assuring happy mating.

When man and woman are suitably mated there is no need to dis-
pute about whether the women is to obey or whether she is not—rather
whether or not she is to promise to obey—there is a difference.

In the happy marital relation there is no subservience of one to
the other. One does not submit to the dictation of the other. Com-
mands and orders are not given. There may be a willing submission
of one to the wishes of the other, if perchance both are not of one
mind (and this is as often on one side as the other) but the man who
imagines that the promise of his wife to obey is going to play a con-
spicuous part in their future happiness, is a tyro in the game—an
amateur, a beginner, It is his first venture.
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THE SPECTATOR RETRACTS.

Confidently expecting that the
effervescent Portland Spectator
would pick up the gage and at
tempt to defend its position against
the merciless flaying of The Sen
tinel, expectiug that sprightly
magazine to accept the challenge
of The Sentinel when it said The
Spectator did not dare attempt to
defend its position, we were sur
prised almost into unbelief when
mstead of defense The Spectator
offered apology, when instead of
accepting the challenge it acknowl
edges defeat, when instead of de
ploying it executes a flank move
ment.

We do not wish to crush one
which so frankly acknowledges
its error—the apology is so com
plete, so profuse, so penitent, that
it disarms us. It almost makes us
regret the harsh things we have
said—it at least makes us regret
that it was necessary to say them

A magazine that so far forgets
its mission as to say the things
The Spectator did about organized
labor—that allows predalory iuter
ests to place it in an untenable,
indefensible position, that allows
its editorials to be dictated by male-
factors of great wealth, deserves
some punishment. For a magazine
that is accustomed to worsting the
ably edited Portland dailies in
wordy battle to find itself com
pelled to editorially acknowledge
its’ defeat at the hands of a little
country sheet, we counsider punish-
ment suited even to so heinous a
crime.

We have spent many pleasant
hours perusing the printed posies
uestling between the covers of The
Spectator and it greatly grieved us
that such pleasure should he
marred by the preposterous, twisted,
untruthful statements which com- |
pelled us to flay one we had come
almost to love. But we felt such |
action as much our duty as does!
the father to apply the shingle to|
the proper anatomical portion of a |
wayward son.

Our feelings were |
about the same as those of the!
fatber of the boy. Now that our |

he should have done, and that he bad  defendants and also gave them dam

only money enough to buy a Licket to
Eugene when he started to  return
The boy said that he got off the train
yesterday at Albany and that it went
off and left him. He got to Eugene
on the night train and hung around un
til this morning, when he had only »
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LORANE VALLEY

Eugene Papers Predict Highway
Would Turn Trade to
County Seat. l

A movement is on fool, pushed Iag,rI
Eugene and Lorane citizens, for a new i
highway to the county seat
route with so little grade that the Eu- |
gene papers prediet that most of the |
trade of that rich valley will be turned
from Cottage Grove amnd Creswell to
Eugene. The Guard says

With the expenditure of about $600 |
the people of Eugene may secure a fine |
wagon road from this city to Lorane |
valley with no bad hills to ecross Ilnli
one that is only two miles longer than |
the road from Creswell to Lorane and |
four miles longer than the rowd from
Cottage Grove to that village., |

A cutofl has been surveyed from Por- |
ter Acres, back of Spencer’s Butte, to
a point four miles distant, joining the
Creswell-Lorane road., This cutoff |
leads from the new road laid out and
opened by the owners of Porter Acres
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The grade is very light and the! Wice, Woodward Buildis
heaviest wagon loads may be hauled | he value of a paper to a community can b irately mea
. I e | Law
over it alter the road is graded, with- | by what outsiders think of it The Sentinel ing to be Ofice | T
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out the least difficulty, say the sur-
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veyors. The county ecourt will not pay |

for the opening amd grading of tma| ana
s0sd but will aesess the .-:~

damages, |

which will amount to about $600, und: '

it is up o the people of Eugene, |r1 !

they want a short and easy route to
Lorane, to raise this sum,

At present the bulk of the trade of

the people of the riech Lorane valley

purpose has been accomplished our | ¥°¢* 0 Cottage Grove and Creswell,
feelings are the same as the father ' 'he latter place over the road opened
who finds his discipline has pro- | "¢ year, but if thix new cutoff road
duced the desired result. We there- | " Uit it is predicted that most of the
fore feel that we should forgive | people of that valley will trade in Eu-
The Spectator its temporary lapse | ¥/
from the straight and narrow pallh. | !hose who have gone over the route,
Its complete editorial acknowledg. | " '"4"€ the road through Porter
ment that it had allowed its mind A, 1‘“’.““" last year, uny there in
to be warped by companions whit‘!l[m!' % bad hill on the whole road, '""r .
it has now forsaken and its prom- -f;""' to Lorane by way of the Bailey | 3
ise not to again allow itself to be all and Spencer creek countries there |
misled is sufficient and extremely |, "0™® ¢normous hills to climb, pro-
pleasing to us. lhihllwe for big loads to traverse that | %
Not to further humiliate and| ™% Likewiseon the Cottage Grove- | 4
crush the [m"kly repentant Spec- | Lorane and Creswell-Lorane ronds, hul‘ !

tator we refrain from exulting over
gur splendid wictory, but we can
not help but feel some pride in
having subdued so able, so agile
and so worthy a foe. We sincerely
hope it may never be necessary to
repeat the chastisement,

The Sentinel feels safe in stating

'the old road traverses. F. I.. Cham-

if this new road to Eugene ia opened | 1
there will be none of these abstacles, |

The new route would leave Eugene
by way of South Alder street snd ex.
tending south w short distance would | 4
lead through the pass east of Spencer's | 4
Butte through Porter Acres, instend | 3
of extending over the high hills which | %

that Cottage Grove will provide ber® one of the owners of Porter
ample hitching racks for the farm- Acres, said today that the new route is
ers long before the farmers provide 'deal. He has been over it and thinks

themselves with a cannery,

Lad Spends Money for Candy and
Can’t Get Home.

Chief C. B. Christensen of the Fu-
gene police, Saturday morning found a |
well dressed lad sitting on a truck near
the Southern Pacific depot munching a
cinnamon roll. On questioning the
boy, he learned that his name was
Henry Davis, that his parents lived in
Grants Pass, that he had been visiting
his aunt in Salem and “‘blew in"' more

The little word ‘obey’’' is in abeyance.

money on candies and like articles than
|

the people of Eugene should take up
the matter and raise the money with
whioh to open this four-mile stretch to
connect with the Creawell-Lorane road.

Hall & Beals Win Suit,

The case of the Eiler's pirno house
against Hall & Beals of Cottage
Grove, in which the plaintiffs sued for
a balance of about $1200 elaimed te
be due on the sale of a player piano
occupied the attention of the eireuit

court a whole day last week The §
decided that the music house h.fnu.',ﬂ
case and brought in a verdiet for the
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