MERRY CHRISTMAS
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HAPPY NEW YEAR.
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tow for the decorntion of house and
church was thelr inftinl task, and it was
performed by the village en masse, head- |
ol by brave pipers and fddlers, who filled |
the forests with the joyfal meladies of
Christmastide. 1t was the who |
first used holly aml mistletoe for ohsery |
i
the ecarly Christinn churches, The Greeks
s Romans also used thew in their relig
s ceremonies, ns did the Droids and |
the Celtic and Gothie nations,  So the |
young mahl of to-day who stands allur- |
ingly under a sprig of mistletoe may find
watisfaction in knowing that she is follow-
ing the precedent of conturies,

In Diruidical times the simple peasants
flocked in crowds to joln the processions, |
In which the Dreaidiesl priests were the
forvanost actors,  The train was hended
by the bards singing eanticles and hymns,
A herald precedod three Dirulds, furnish
ed with implements for the purpose of |
cutting the mystie plunt—upright hateh
ets of hrass, fixed to stuves, Then fol
lowesl the prince or chief of the Druids,
necompanisd by all his flock and follow
ers.  The chief mounted the oak, with a
golden sickle detaching the mistletoe, and
presenting it 1o the priests, who receivisd
and bore the branches away with deep |
reverencs,  On the first day of the year,
the branches, after rest ot the Drruidi- |
cal altars in the interval, were r|i'-|ri|l'|

|

s, i the practice was adopted by

uted among the el nnd
haly plant, the Dirnids eryving, *“T'he mis
thetoe for the new yvear,”

Many were the supersti

iple ns A =

ons attaching
to the mistlotoe Among the lntter day
chnrms associnted with it, when suspend
ed in n buneh in the servants’ hall, was
the trmliti iry andd favorite observan
of kissi the mudds umler its branel
the superstition preva that the mn
en who missed being heartily ki
der her mistlotor Christmps would for
feit her chanee of enrly matrimony, and

eceritninly not be married in the ensuing
twelve manths,

A medieval observanes which always
followed the gathering of holly aml m
tletoe was the cutting amd hanling home
of the Yule log. e favorite Yale log
was n cros-grilped Wlock of elim, or the
ruggerd root of o tree of fantostic and
grotesgue form, and this was drawn home
to the Kitchen, or great hall, with the
game merry-making  that  attended the
guthering of the inlly. Boefore the erown-
img event of kindling the Christmas log
the charrol rer
[ the yenr before, there were sports
in plenty ta be performed,

Formerly the members of the family
and guest= sat down in turm on the Yule
loge, the thrane of the master of the revels;
wnaig 0 Yule song and drank to o merry
Christmas and happy New Year, Asx|
part of their feanst, Yule dongh or Yuole
cnkes were consumed.  These bore |
presscd figures in the shape of an img
sometimes they were made in the form of
an infant; nor was the manger over
lockes], |

Of conrse the Christmas dinner was
the leading fenture of the day, and the big
hndowner was expected]l to entertain all
of his tenants and weighbors from day
break to midmight,  T'he first dish to be
phced on the table was the boar's hend,
and great state amnd ceremony marked
thie serviee, Muosicians and trumpetors
Jedd the procession, in which there were
himtsmen with long spears  and pages
with denwn awonds, Carols were ntoned
as the prooession moved into the dining
room nnd pealms were chanted, for in
some imgenions way the olden time people
eormected the hoar's hend religiously with |
the celebration of the Holy Nativity,

ns of its prodeces-

ONE CHRISTMAS IN ATLANTA.

How It Was Ohserved by the Confed-
erntes After Sherman's Siege,
HEN Sherman lnid
Atlanta in ashes in
November, 1964, anid
started on his march
to the sea, very few
families were left in
the roined city, The
inhabitants who had
left during the sie
seized] the first
~ Feas =P in 0 thei

? “ o=

after the

of the Falerals the refugees

m every dny Ihey came in ox curts, «
horsehack aml on t. bringing such pro
visions as they were able o 3
ery railway leading ont of
been torm up for many m >
wreeked eity was almost fimirvms | bhle
The armiee had destroy eTery tree and
fence for two miles around and firewood
andd conl were not te be had at any price
The returning Atlantans were old men,
bors, women and girls. The able-bosli
young men were all at the front. Th
prople saw a gloomy spectacle when they
ervesed the dismantled fortifications and

| £30 for n pound of coffee
were equnily high,
of the vitizens had plenty of Con

federate money amd they were able to pay
any price for what they neededd, but there
were hunmlersds of families whose fathers
aied husbands were in the army, and these
starvesd bt for the
ful kindness of their more fortunate neigh
| P'erhaps o few starved or frose to

swspaer reporters in those
notes in that metropolis of xmoking ruins,

NG toys, o eatddy

If a family sueovsslisd in keeping
wins consilered

for dinner was a Inxuary, bot there wa
within fifteen miles,
de the best of it

their outdoor game
of rorn whisky enahled some of the oiti
zenis to gt through the day
of festive cheer,

chrysanthemums are yer bl
wded greatly to the benuty of the table;
the hright yellow andd dark erimenn are
particularly appropriate for the Christ
mas dinner 1ahle

The wounded and sick
soldiers were thought of and provided for
Routhern people
their bovs in gray, amd it was a point o
man, woman amd ch

honor with every haowtin, nunts

ernst with the men whao fe
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In arrm

d will give it n fes
dering very little addi
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it the heginning, »
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in the

supper. In a few days he left his wateh
downtown and wore an old-fashionesd =

ver one that had been his father's: and | suppose ]
then they decided they could get

wonntant | and brought pupa with him, nod then they

LEPT HIS WATCH., Deen an o i
.and office man and | were going to a directors’ mesting—do

the wife had a good general knowledge of | have n rose leaf; | s Trom
and experience in offiee work, | New York—of some uew company they

They rented a suite of cheap rooms, and | have just organized,  Papn is president
then folowed days and days of weary | and there's ever so much capital hehind
n

weking, almost o house-to-house eanvass | it.  Don’t you like the fowers? Try
ywi dlistrict, leaving applica Of course, they were talking

of the dow

tions wherever the managers would per | business, and when sor we came 1 was
| glad to get out and let them finish alone,
“We enn't give you any encourngement “Here was this pitiful little woman,

w not taking on any <;u:h-]|:nuju-mr at ane time, | should say,

» Himes; W
new men.  Our business will not wareant | but faded and out of style, Why, 1 knew
keeping all of our old employes after the | she was in tronble before she spoke,  Yes,
Lioliday season is over. Your references | pod when she showed me that rhina _I.
nre uli right, and If times were different,” | told her 1 didn't need any dishes, but if
there was anything else 1T coud do

ele,
And win
rying for s

stionery smd for stamps out | he was wild: he didn’t see the lndy or any

of the thin purse te answer “ade."" DBut | thing else, but just those dishes ‘Why.
!l Bevres! A hundred years old,]
he eried, aml he exnmined the painting,

ther, with ks tradg- | it's Koy

one day was like n
ing, trying aml wait

he purse became empty and the meals | When he had finished his costusdes 1 ox

scanty, and the rent due; and after the | plained the lady wished to sell it He
firet month the furnace sent up little heat
and the landlady’'s “Goosd morning” was
frighl. They wore shabbier clothes, and | know they are pricedess ¥ he exd
their steps grew heavier as their faces ?
grew  |ess hogef ol e night the hus pape’s  husiness  judgn
hand came home without his euff huttons, | asked how she came to want to part wiil
and next morning wore & pmir of his
wid

nghnst Tu sell such a tremsure for
» was rank robbery Why, don’t yvon

=

I never saw anything get the -
1t hefors He

navel whe tobld us, oh, the most pitifn

#, hut there was steak and eoffee for Her hushsoned was out of o
d wffered overy

s months didn’t have mough o

wver kpew that kind of re

ng | fines]l people ould get e poor ngn

without that, tom And there wy I bought the china for part of my Christ

ng more (o pawn, The man several years | mas gif Al Gieorge gave her

hefore had helpesd a lmwyer out of a tight frovms ans! 1okl have hoer o

place onning him small sams severnl | onll ot the oMee g the morning

times e sov him and | was so happy in my life Afrer o

askes]l him o r or W T™he R it the little womn T i "

yor steppusd out o get the mones el wl or 1 w n the midst of "
L | f o~ s | hn
wify d poeke ' WHE CTY I Atul every
h bric-a-hrae in her and If terestesd and bhe had a

she ookl sell them i great city Lhers s foew vied s i Thy

WP wayn peaple whoe were glad to get wurs, M your

bosld of artistie eurdos, if you eould find | ¢ im the best man | ever knew A e

| the r el 1 yw papa isn t oa church member o)
Fhe pheces of chinn were worth from | g0l hardly ever goes to churel
£ 1o 2100, bt hshims vl wife agree| He's & vory able the W
b part with thes 25 if & purchaser | an's husband, fieor nys. Th "

him into the office
think «f making hir
firet of the yemar. He tn
i imittandes by n | wi i= all that savesl h
servant or a supercilious dane | gnd she sees good in it il

even to look at the pleces—the | trinls made them near

lealer down
fe

enrge that his

wither

ane] wmrs their

y each other

1 Rupnday came there was scur- | Just then papa enme in, nmd in o minute

mger after the |

in hin |r-.|'-..__

And leave thelr ashes In the heart?

« Blnee you are gone, Old Year,
L « Eoanlhy
1 shed no tene upon your bier,
For It Is well to die.
New Yenr, your worst will be iy bhest
What ean an old man want but rest?
Richard Henry Stoddart,

CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY.
Forty Years Ago It Was Observed
Differently from What It Is Now.

. HRISTMAS in

the country forty
YHIrs Ago wns a
idifferent affuir

~ ¥ from what it is
now, says a writer,

ever think of

ing of a lovely win-
ter day, bright with
sunshine and snow
everywhere: large drifts, through which
the horses # as they drew the
stonit old sled, on which was the wagon
besd filled with hay, and covered with

blankets and buffiio robes, where we

Hledd o

el an, us we rode merrily away

to spend Christmns ot geandpa’s, We

eontld bardly wait till the horses stopped,
w0 e ger were we to wish grandpn a mer-
ry Christmas: but he was genernlly nhead
of us with his greeting of “Christmons
gift.” That entitled him to a present in-
stomd of us: bur a kiss al around was
netally the way we paid off oor indebted-
ness, while some striped sticks of pepper-
Iy, lniid up for the decasion, were

mint ean
given us.  Our sunts, uneles and cousins

enrpe next fof their share of good wishes

and merry jokes,

A\ bright fire burned in the fireplones,
and thore, suspended by a stout string
from the celling, was n great turkey pack
rth a

oid Mall of dressing, and sending
maost deliclous odor as it tarned round aod
ronnd, gradunlly browning before the five,
the jul dripping into o great pan on the
brick hearth; and from this pan grand-

nlly dippesd the julee with a
spoon and poured it over the
of the turkey. Other prepara

mn aecns
huge iror

erisp =i

tions were going on meanwhile in the
kitchon, where n eooking stove held the

aee of hanor, as cooking stoves were
very rare in those days 'l neighbors
had come miles to see it, and express their
feuars ns to the probability of its “blowing

stove, however, wis not
ing such a In turkey in
itx winar 1l oive A coffee bl it an
widor of colfee strong and feagrant, while

long table cove with =
ithe w ik of grinml ‘s own hands) stood
it the | her el of the leng kitchen

Ax soon as the turkey was pronouneed
o el the gravy made o the dripping
pain, the chairs were placed nenr the t
wl 1o dinner N one
wos left to walt, and such a merry time!
After grandpa hod nsked o blessing on
the fool, he ecarved the turkey aml sup
tifully with
with ull

up”” Thix con

equnl to e

r sent

n o Wy liwn

Bles sonad W waore on

plies] our waiting plotes I

any pleee we wished, 1oy
manner of good things in the way of vege
tinhles, A riee pudding with plenty of
ralsins, pumpkin ples and rosy cheeked

iy

upples served for dessert, and
sorrow was that we coall eat =
Aftor dinner we children played gawmes in

it le,

the kitehen, nrounsd the Sreplace that was
« in the ¢

used when there was na |
sV Here we popygenl  corn, crack

puts, todd fairy stories and played bi
man's baff while the older ones “visitel’
in the “keepin’ room”” until the time canig

to return home

Boy Wanted,

K wiopiped In A
I'm " wiilng
e L great
I ¥ J X
%o | wouk e Inde to whom (i
I - P me with whom
If ¢ '...I & ot one Atong “em to whom
d N "
i 1 tn rome and be gy

“Standiog with reluctant fest
Where the block and broadas meet™

g st of any in the
block. There were
benutitul  Christ-
mns  wreaths In
every window and
the whole hounse
was uglow, The shades were thrown up
high aml the s lnee enrtains parted
wide, The tree in the great parlor of the
house peross the streel was Ineger and it
bnd coxtlior presents on it than any other
tree in the town. And most of the pres-
ents were for the little girl in the white
dress and the big pink sash who conld be
soen froin the street dancing around the
treee, the h Wi, sweetest little madden
in all the world and the light and life and
Jox of the house neross the street,

This Christmas time all is dark and
silent amd gloomy i the great house
neross the street.  There are no Christ-
mns wreaths in the windows, no ray of
light comes from behind  th
drawn blinds, no chiliish volee
within the house, There is no hright and
bestutitnl teee, but on the spot on which
the tree stod last year there s some-
thing white and as beantiful in its =il
and satin and velvet finish as the skill and'
wealth of man can make it. But the sight
of it bought a ehill to the hearts of those
whe saw it carried into the house on
Christmas eve, and when the eyes of the
mother nnd father fell upon it their hearts
hiles] anew,

The passershy who saw the bands of
white luttering from the knob of the door
af the house neross the street went on to
their own humbler houses thanking God

Il their own little ones were left to
. no matter how little of wealth or
waty there might be in thelr homes,

The poorest house in which there was
the langh of children was so much lexs
desolate than the great mansion aceross
the street in which 1 1ilil's Inugh wos
fyrever still, 1t added to the melody of
Paradisé that Christmas morning, It
rang out clear and sweet neross the jns-
T e It had gone throungh the Gate
Beautitul and into a honse not made with
hands eternnl in the heavens,

il

Christmas Carols. '

Christmus gifts of conl and flour are

in order all this  month,—Philadelphia
Laedger.

That man pever lived who had any in-
finenee over his wife the week Bbefore
Christmas,— Atchison Globe,

Small boys with an eve to the future
nre willing to wenr stockings many sizos
ton big for them, —Philidelphin Reconld,

Peaple with bad habits might ease up
on them a little before New Yeur's for
the purpose of lenrning whether it will
puy to swenr off,—Codar Rapids Gueette,

If you want to give o man o Christas
present that will please him give him the
right to aet as he pleases about the holi-
dny Nine men ont of ten are Mackmall-
wal it boying Christmns presents, in one
wiy or nuother.—Atehison Globe,

“What shall 1 order for dinner to
love ¥ askesl Eve, as she absently §

k

il green apple. “Oh, nny obl thing,'
retorted Nddonm, wearily, “ax long as it
of spare rib!™
He savagely swattod o rock nt n garier
stninke.— New York Press,

Wite—1 think T will surprise yon with
the purchase of a wateh 1o wedr (

't a spare rib, 'm sick

wns,  Husband—It will e an sceeptable
gift, and | shall wear it with pleasure,
Wire—tdh, but the ane 1 shall buy wonld
s 0 Indy's wateh, snliable for e o
1 Roston Budget

CUrry

Her father had sabd it conld never he

They bath sat in the parlor—alsa in tears
Afver long searehing aml a despernte of
fort she found her volee, ‘Thew, in de
spniving toues, she eoried (O, hiley!
part, | = ale il or

Philndelphin North A.ierds
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Banta Claus of the Tepea




